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PREFACE. 


Feslino  dissatisfied  with  the  various  statements  which 
have  issued  firom  the  press  in  such  rapid  succession  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  respecting  the  United  States, 
and  being  convinced  t^at  much  yet  remained  to  be  learned 
relative  to  that  part  of  the  vast  Western  Continent,  I 
came  to  the  determination  of  availing  myself  of  a  short 
leave  of  absence  from  my  military  duties  to  cross  the 
Atlantic,  and  inform  myself  more  fully  upon  the  subject. 

After  travelling  over  2000  miles  of  the  most  interesting 
districts,  and  visiting  the  principal  Atlantic  cities  in  the 
United  States,  I  extended  my  tour  through  an  equal 
distance  in  the  British  provinces.  As  my  only  object 
in  publishing  the  following  narrative  is  to  contribute,  in 
however  small  a  d^ree,  to  the  knowledge  already  pos- 
sessed of  those  countries  which  are  so  fast  rising  into 
importance,  I  hope  that  I  shall  not  lay  myself  open  to 
a  charge  of  presumption.  The  few  sketches  which  accom- 
pany it  were  taken  during  the  tour  as  £aiithfully  as  the 
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little  time  I  could  bestow  upon  them  would  admit,  and 
are  published  with  no  other  claim  to  merit  than  as  serving 
to  illustrate  what  I  have  attempted  to  describe. 

In  the  following  unpretending  pages,  I  profess  only  to 
give  an  unbiassed  and  impartial  statement  of  what  came 
imder  my  own  observation.  My  remarks  are  confined  to 
those  things  which  require  but  a  short  residence  in  a 
country;  and,  merely  pointing  out  some  of  the  most 
interesting  objects  and  places  of  greatest  historical  note, 
I  leave  the  full  definition  of  Republican,  National  Re- 
publican, Federalist,  NuUifier,  Democrat,  and  all  the  other 
various  shades  and  sects  of  the  political  world,  to  those 
ivho  have  made  state  affurs  their  study. 

I  much  r^retted  that  circumstances  would  not  permit 
a  longer  stay  in  so  attractive  a  portion  of  the  globe,  and  do 
not  hesitate  to  recommend  those  who  are  at  a  loss  how  to 
kiU  time  during  the  summer  months  to  make  a  similar 
trip.  If  their  expectations  are  not  too  sanguine^  they  will 
be  amply  repaid  for  the  slight  inconvenience  of  rough 
seas  and  rough  roads,  by  not  only  becoming  acquainted 
with  an  interesting  people,  but  by  the  opportunity  which 
will  be  afforded  them  of  viewing  some  of  the  most  stu- 
pendous natural  curiosities  as  well  as  some  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  art  in  the  world* 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Adieu,  adimi !  my  natiTe  ubar; 
Fades  o*er  the  witen  blue. 

Btbom. 
Hail  Columbia ! 

Soiio. 


As  nothing  can  be  more  uninteresting  to  unprofesakmal 
readers^  than  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  Tarious  changes 
of  weather^  the  heavy  squalls  and  gales,  the  more  tedious 
long  rolling  calms,  the  dense  fogs  and  dangerous  ice- 
beigs  (on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland),  the  passing  sails, 
and,  in  short,  the  usual  contents  of  a  ship's  log;  I  shall 
only  briefly  take  notice  of  a  few  incidents  connected  with 
the  voyage.  After  a  detention  of  three  days  at  liver- 
pool,  owing  to  contrary  winds  with  rough  and  boisterous 
weather,  the  packet  ship,  in  which  I  had  engaged  a  pas- 
sage, hauled  out  of  Prince's  dock  at  daylight  on  the  mom- 
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ing  of  the  23d  of  April,  and  stood  down  channel  3  but  it 
was  not  until  the  fifth  day  firom  that  time  that  we  were 
clear  of  the  southernmost  cape  of  Ireland:  a  foul  wind 
possessed,  however,  one  redeeming  quality,  by  succes- 
sively displaying  the  fine  bold  coast  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
and  the  picturesque  mountains  of  Wales. 

I  had  selected  the  Philadelphia  in  preference  to  the 
New  York  line  of  packets,  and  made  some  small  sacrifice 
to  accommodation  and  society,  firom  a  supposition  that 
but  few  emigrants  would  be  bound  so  far  to  the  south- 
ward; knowing  full  well,  firom  previous  experience,  the 
great  inconvenience  of  a  crowded  steerage.  I  waa  there- 
fore much  surprised  to  find  that  although  a  vessel  of  only 
370  tons,  she  was  carrying  out  146  passei^rs  in  that 
part  of  the  ship.  I  had,  however,  no  cause  to  r^ret  the 
choice  I  had  made,  as  I  foimd  myself  in  an  excellent  sea^ 
boat  with  an  active  and  experienced  commander,  who  had 
already  crossed  the  Atlantic  seventy-six  times ;  no  trifling 
recommendation  to  a  pleasure-seeking  pa^isenger.  The  wea- 
ther, for  the  season  of  the  year,  was  unusuaUy  boiaterouB, 
and  the  wind  variable;  blowing  scarcely  for  twenty-four 
hours  in  succession  firom  any  one  point  of  the  compass : 
but  having  a  good  stock  of  provisions  and  pleasant  society 
on  board,  it  mattered  little  to  the  cabin  passengers  (who 
were,  with  one  exception,  old  sailors)  whioh  way  the 
ship's  head  was ;  but  to  the  emigrants,  an  increasing  gale 
was  a  source  of  great  tribulation  and  alarm ;  the  deck 
resounding  with  their  groans  and  prayers  imtil  it  mode- 
rated* The  captain  and  myself  were  walking  upon  deck 
one  squally  day,  when  seeing  several  of  the  steerage  pas- 
sengers sitting  on  the  fore  hatchway,  exposed  to  every  sea 
which  came  aboard,  yet  at  the  same  time  apparently  re- 
gardless of  it,   we  had  the  curiosity  to  ask  them,  what 
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they  were  doing  there,  and  why  not  below  in  their  berths  ? 
^  Why  stere  now.  Captain,"  said  the  spokesman^  an  Irish- 
man, ^  and  isn^t  it  that  we  are  waiting  here,  so  that  wa 
will  be  ready  to  get  into  the  boats,  if  the  ship  goes  down ; 
for  we  know  you  wouldn't  wait  to  caU  us/'  The  weather 
itself  was  not  more  variable  than  their  conduct:  in  a  calm, 
the  Welch  and  Irish  kept  the  whole  vessel  in  an  uproar 
with  tiieir  broils  and  %hting,  which  ever  arose  £rom  na* 
lional  refleeticms ;  and  each  man  having  brought  a  store  of 
liquor  on  board  with  hun,  as  part  of  his  sea-stock,  the 
combataents  were  generally  more  than  half  intoxicated; 
irtifle  in  rough  weather,  the  selfHsame  parties  would  be 
leagued  togedier  singing  psalms,  in  whidi  Ihey  were 
sisted  by  the  English  and  Scotdb,  who  kept  aloof 

0 

tiie  storm  €i  words  and  war  of  fists.  Amongst  the  emi* 
grants,  however,  were  many  respectable  fiurmers,  who, 
with  thdr  fimulies,  were  about  to  seek  their  fcnrtunes  in 
the  New  World;  but  the  majority  were  artificers,  and 
some  few  were  men,' who,  if  they  could  not  make  their 
f<MPtcm«a,  judging  ficm  outward  appearances,  oould  tear6ety 
mar  them.  f%ey  were  well  equijqped  for  the  early  com- 
mencement' of  operations  in  America,  bdng  burthened 
with  no  sufth  heavy  baggage  as  bedding,  trunks,  wives, 
duldren,  or  even  a  change  of  apparel;  and  it  was  a  matter 
of  cofijecture'  to  many  of  us,  how  they  could  have  pro« 
oonsd  sufficiesit  money  for  the  payment  of  diabr  passage. 
A  man  obtained  a  free  one  in  the  following,  by  no  means 
uncommon  mtanert— The  csew  in  overhauling  the  stxHrea 
in  the  Mul-rdDm,  a  few  days  after  we  had  put  to  sea,  d]»- 
ccyrared  hm  snugly  stowed  away  within  the  coil  of  a 
cable,  and  bxniging  him  upon  deck,  he  proved  to  be  a 
great,  bnMMl<«houldered,  ruddy-fiiced  son  of  £rin, ''  a  poor 
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orphan/ '  as  ha  deacribed  huik9elf>  wlio  having  taken  a 
drop  too^  mueh  of  the  erator,  had  foond  hia  way  into  the 
aail-room  by  accident,  and  fiiUen  aaleep,  when  the  ship 
lay  alongside  the  quay,  and  that  his  provisions  were  in  hia 
ooat-pocket,  whidi,  upon  doe  ezaminaticm,  proved  to  con- 
lain  only  a  solitary  copper,  and  a  dry  crust  of  mouldy 
braid.  Our  worthy  skipper  put  him  in  great  bodily  fear, 
by  threatening  to  tie  him  up  to  the  gangway,  and  after 
giving  him  a  round  dozen,  to  put  him  on  board  the  first 
fishing-smack  we  met  off  the  coast  of  Wales ;  but  it  was 
merely  a  threat  in  terrorem,  as  the  fdlowii^  day  he  was 
duly  initiated  into  all  the  rites  and  mysteries  of  Jemmy 
Dudes ;  and  aft^  being  invested  with  full  power  and  com- 
mand over  that  very  requisite  department,  he  became  a 
most  important  and  useAil  personeige*  Some  seonndcel, 
howevOT,  relieved  him  of  part  of  his  ohaige,  by  adminia- 
tering  a  quantity  of  oxalic  add,  which  carried  off  all  our 
stod£  of  grunters  at  "  one  fell  swoop*"  A  womw,  also, 
witii  tilie  tact  of  her  own  sex,  avoided  deteetkm  until  we 
had  been  a  month  at  sea,  and  was  only  then  diaeaveml 
thiough  tiie  impeachment  of  one  of  her  feUow^^iaaseagers. 
She  had  gone  quite  on  the  opposite  tack  to  the  ^^poor  w- 
phani'"  so  far  from  courting  ccmcealment,  she  had  ever 
been  observed  to  be  oodcing  or  lofttermg  abdut  ihe  ca- 
bose,  was  die  most  noisy  of  all  the  females  on  board, 
and  had  once  or  twice  even  ventured  upon  the  sacred 
limits  of  the  quarter-deck.  So  proud  a  bearing  Minded 
every  person  on  board ;  nor  eould  any  one  have  imagined, 
even  when  challenged  with  the  fraud,  but  that  she  had 
paid  her  passage,  so  menacing  and  formidable  an  appear- 
atiee  Ae  assumed,  with  her  arms  a-kindw,  and  a  oantmnp- 
tuous  toss  of  the  head.    Although  the  captain  keeps  a  sharp 
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look  oat  (there  bong  a  fine  impoBcd  xqpoa  ships  canyiiig 
a  greater  nxmaber  of  peMe&gtrg  Axn  the  kw  admits,  ao- 
ocMrding  to  the  tonnage),  yet  few  vessels  sail  from  liver- 
pool  withocit  carryixig  more  than  their  complement. 
Sometimes  an  affectionate  wife  introdaoes  her  lord  and 
master  on  board  in  the  guise  of  a  trunk  filled  with  old 
dothes,  or  in  a  crate,  as  her  stock  of  crockery,  in  which 
he  is  half  smothered,  and  tossed  about  most  unceremo- 
nioudy,  during  the  confusion  attendant  upon  weighing 
anchor. 

Having  anticipated  a  liiree  wedfis*  passage,  die  few 
bo<dca  I  had  brought  on  boatd  were  exhausted  by  the  time 
we  were  hd£»way  across  the  Atlantic;  and  as  a  last  re- 
soutHse,  almost  amounting  to  a  fit  of  desperation,  I  ob- 
tained die  loan  of  Dr.  Emmons's  ''  Fredoniad ;  or^  In- 
dependenoe  Pireserved,"  from  a  feUow^passenger,  and 
tmled  in  a  most  perseveiinf;  manner  through  at  least  ten 
of  the  almost  interminable  number  of  cantos  (forty,  I 
beliefte)  which  compose  the  work ;  but  a  series  of  gross 
Kbels  upon  the  ESngfish  nation,  did  not  even  possess  soffi- 
de»t  interest  to  make  amends  for  the  rest  of  sudi  a  dry, 
prosii^  comporittcm;  aikl  afber  a  few  days  I  flung  it  down 
in  despair,  pieferring  to  pass  my  time  in  watching  the 
fleeting  okmds  by  day,  and  tibe  moon  by  night,  to  voion- 
teering  again  upoii  sueh  a  fbrlom  hope.  If  the  work  was 
equally  unprofitable  to  the  author  in  a  pecuniary  line,  as 
it  was  to  me,  in  |ioiift  of  information,  he  most  have  de- 
rived tary  litfle  satia&ction  firom  his  hscubratbns.  I  never 
had  die  good  fortune  to  meet  with  any  of  his  oountrymai 
who  bad  thoroughly  perused  the  work,  so  could  not  asoer- 
fain  their  opinion  of  its  full  value  as  an  historical  one. 
Of  its  impartiality,  any  one  may  judge  from  Ihe  Mlowing 
extract  (one  out  of  a  hundred),  descriptive  of  an  interview 
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between  the  Britbh  General  Proeter,  and  Indian  Chief 
Tecumseh^  in  which  the  former  says, 

"  Brother !  our  king^hief  hath  for  you  prepared. 
For  every  scalp  an  ample  rich  reward — 
Batter  of  thoee  who  bleed,  their  ■kails  m  sport, 
For  we  with  them  shall  decorate  our  court 
At  York,  Quebec,  at  Kingston." 

The  gold  is  yours,  what  Mrt  ioe'er  you  bring* — 
Such  is  the  liberal  promise  of  the  king ! 
There 's  no  distinction  of  the  price  for  kind — 
Sires,  infants,  mothers,  riigins,  lame  or  blind. 
Now,  now's  the  offered  time  to  crush  the  brood. 
To  broil  their  hearts,  and  eat  their  flesh  for  food." 

Thrice  happy  indeed  was  I,  when  the  green  water  once 
again  maldi^  its  appearance,  showed  that  we  were  in 
soundings.  The  unusual  length  of  the  Toyage  had  not 
only  been  rendered  extremely  unpteasant  by  the  number, 
but  abo  by  tiie  want  ot  dea&liness  in  the  steerage  pa»* 
sei^rs,  some  of  whom  would  not  even  breathe  die  firesh 
air  upon  deck,  in  moderate  weather. 

On  a  fine,  mild  afternoon — ^the  first  we  had  been  fa- 
voured with  smce  the  shores  of  England  had  sunk  into 
the  waves— 4faere  was  a  cry  of  **  Land  a^-head ! "  firom  the 
fore-top  gallant  yard.  Every  one  in  an  instant  was  upon 
deck,  some  for  the  first  time  during  the  voyage,  and  the 
rigging  was  covered  with  those  who  previously  had  not 
courage  to  mount  the  ladder  of  the  hatchway.  Every 
eye  was  in  vain  strained  to  gain  a  glimpse  of  the  long- 
wished-for  coast  of  America,  and  three  cheers  greeted 
the  captain  as  he  descended  upon  deck;  the  women 
crowding  round  him,  dancing  and  singing,  as  though  he 
had  rescued  them  firom  some  imminent  dangei^.  Many 
had  certainly  sufiered  much  from  that  worst  of  aU  mi- 
series, sea-sickness ;  and  those  who  had  seen  better  dajns, 
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from  the  conqpaay  ib^  were  iddiged  to  k^ep  in  the 
steerage;  where  the  smalt^pox  and  uiflammatary  fever 
had  broken  out  a  few  days  after  we  had  sailed  from 
Idverpool^  attacking  many,  and  three  or  four  persons 
fiitally.  The  wind,  however,  which  had  be^i  dying  away 
for  hours,  now  totally  fidled  us,  and  it  became  a  dead 
calm*  So  our  sole  emplojrment  consisted  in  watching 
the  moyemofits  of  the  innumerable  sloops  and  small  craft 
which  were  rolling  about  at  the  distance  of  some  miles; 
and  which,  whenever  a  slight  air  or  catVpaw  crossed 
them,  appeared  as  if  oonoentrating  to  one  point,  their 
heads  tending  to  some  great  emporium  of  commerce. 
Two  exeq[>tiotts  to  the  «boY6  aflforded  mudi  amus^nent. 
Thm^  proved  to  be  rival  pilot  qbhooners,  taking  every 
possible  advantpgie  of  flaws  of  wind  and  wet  sails,  but 
still  making  little  progress  towards  the  ship  which  ea<^ 
was  strivis^  to  g&in;  at  hob,  however,  our  attentioii  was 
attracted  by  a  small  black  object^  which  appealing  al 
intervals  on  the  swell  of  a  sea,  was  at  first  taken  for  a 
portion  of  the  drifUwood  which  so  thickly  covers  the 
Atlantic  off  the  Ajoaeriean  coast;  but,  upon  examining  it 
through  a  glass,  was  found  to  be  a  small  cutter,  pulled 
by  two  men,  and  ia  the  course  of  an  hour  the  vietonous 
pilot  stepped  on  boards  having  fidrly  outmanosuwed  his 
opponent.  Every  one  preyed  close  round,  asking  him 
ten  thousand  senseless  questions ;  but  he  was  a  man  of  iew 
words,  and  all  the  information  we  could  reap  from  him 
ipnounted  to-^-'^  that  they  had  frost  and  snow  in  April;'' 
and  that  ^^  there  was  a  war  in  Congress."  Having  de- 
livered thus  much  in  a  gruff  tone  of  voice,  he  threw  a 
b^  of  dothes  from  under  his  arm  alongside  the  helm ; 
and  after  passing  a  few  minutes  in  looking  up  and  scan* 
ning  the  riggiiig  with  a  seaman's  eye,  lay  down  upon  a 
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henooep^  and,  overpowteed  by  his  ezertions  to  reach  the 
vesael^  was  soon  ftst  asleep.  His  appearance  as  a  pilot 
was  by  no  means  prepossessing;  ftr  different  indeed  firom 
that  of  die  hafdyJooking  race  of  the  English  ChaaneL 
He  was  a  tall,  gaont  old  man,  widi  shoulders  bent  by  the 
storms  ot  some  seventy  years,  and  a  face  bronaed  by  the 
son  nntil  it  resembled  that  of  a  ooppeiKx>loured  Indian. 
I  really  pitied  him,  as  he  tottered  along  the  dedc  with 
one  of  his  hands,  which  had  been  jammed  between  the 
cutter  and  diip's  ade,  to  his  mouth,  and  thought  it  high 
time  that  he  was  placed  upon  the  retired  list*  The  day 
bang  warm,  he  was  attired  in  a  thick  white  waistcoat, 
nankeen  trowsers,  originally  blue,  and  a  yeUow  painted 
canvBss  hat.  I  should  judge  Aat  Ae  captain  was  as 
litde  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  man  who  had 
taken  charge  of  the  ship,  as  any  one  else;  for  after 
asking  in  a  significant  and  dry  tone  of  voice,  '^^if  there 
were  any  more  jnlots  on  board  tiie  sdiooner,''  he  de> 
scended  into  the  cabin. 

A  light  breeze  springing  up  at  midnight,  the  fi>ll0wing 
morning  showed  us  the  tops  of  the  trees  and  headlands 
of  the  low  coast  of  Maryland,  suspended  as  it  were  in 
mid-air.  After  standing  a  few  miles  to  the  noiHiward,  by 
sunHset  we  made  tiie  capes  of  the  Ddaware.  It  was 
now  the  25th  of  May,  and  the  day,  like  the  preceding  one, 
was  fine  and  dear,  with  a  warm  sun,  the  thermometer 
standing  90^  in  the  shade :  such  a  sudden  ciiange  in  the 
atmosphere,  together  with  the  low,  flat  shore,  forcibly 
reminded  me  of  scenes  in  the  East— the  entrance  to  the 
Bay  of  the  Ddaware  resembling  the  month  of  the 
Hooghly  or  Iriwaddi  rrrers.  The  distance  between  Cape 
Henlopen,  in  Delaware,  and  May,  in  New  Jersey  state, 
is  about  fifteen  miles.    The  coast  near  the  latter  cape 
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aboondB  wHih  daiqpnoas  slioftb  wad  omthSB^  and  the 
navigation  of  Ae  rirer  k  rendered  yery  intricate  through- 
out by  numerous  sand-banks.  After  passing  between 
the  two  capes,  the  liver  expands  into  a  noble  bay  about 
durty  miles  long,  and  thirty  wide,  when  it  again  contracts 
to  a  width  of  two  mSes,  and  continues  so  with  little 
rmnaldxm  up  to  lUaddiphia*  On  &e  Henlopen  side  of 
the  bay  a  large  breakwater  was  commenced  a  few  years 
flinoe ;  but  instead  of  the  foimdation  being  laid  upon  the 
^  Gbears,"  a  dioal  running  parallri  with  the  land,  it  was 
piaeed  in  four  ftthoms  water  between  the  two;  thus,  not 
only  rendering  the  work  more  troublesome  and  eiqpen- 
ore,  but  also  contracting  the  harbour  considerahly,  which 
has  been  formed  into  a  reeeptade  for  sand  and  mud, 
Inrought  in  by  an  eddy  caused  by  this  iU-judged  plan. 
The  pilot  assured  us  that  there  was  already  less  water 
by  some  feet  than  when  the  foundation  was  commenced. 
An  officer  of  the  American  navy  had  recommended  that 
it  should  be  built  upon  the  shoal,  but  his  plan  was  re- 
jected, and  the  present  one,  that  .of  a  dvil  engineer, 
adopted;  by  which,  one  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the 
world  appears  in  danger  d  being  seriously  damaged* 
The  breakwater  against  the  fury  of  the  sea  is  to  be  a 
mile  in  length,  with  the  upper  ^end  of  the  harbour  pro^ 
teoted  by  an  ioe^breaker,  so  that  vesseb  may  ride  ia 
safety  during  the  winter  months :^die  latter  was  highly 
requisite,  many  ships  having  been  lost  thxough  exposure 
to  the  river  ice.  Sevm  pknks  in  the  bows  of  the  packet, 
in  which  I  was  at  this-  time,  had  -'been  cut  through  in 
less  than  two  hours,  three  months  previously,  by  the 
driflriee  being  kept  in  motion  'by  the  strength  of  the 
tide,  and  acting  Uke  a  saw  against  them ;  the  vessel  being 
only  saved  by  running  it  ashore^  The  expense  of  this 


10  A  subaltbrn's  furlough. 

gi^eat  undeitftkiag'  will  be  eiiOnnoii%  much  of  the  fttone 
required,  m  its  oonftlractkHi  being  brought  by  sea  from  the 
Hudson  River  quarrieS)  120  miles  diataat. 

Eyenvog  bad  set  in  b^re  we  ftirly  paaaod  between  the 
Capes^  and  at  the  distance  of  five  miles  the  surf  could  be 
<ttatinotl7  heard  loarmg  against  Henkqpen.  Daring  the 
day^  whfle  our  anxious  pilot  was  asleep  upon  the  booms, 
a  boat  wBs  lowered  to  eatch  a  turtle  floating  on  the  sur* 
fiice  of  t^e  Wfiter,  in  as  hafqiy  a  state  of  Ibrgetfidnesa  as 
Ae  qUL  ma&  himsetf;.  but  the  ship  having  too  much  head* 
way  upon  her,  the  boat  could  not  again  reach  her,  and 
we  were  under  the  neeessity  of  •  awakenii]^  the  pilots  to 
hefiive  the  ship  to,  which  he  most  rductantiy  ordered, 
venting  his  displeasure  at  the  same  time  in  alow  inward 
grumbling*  Not  ftelii^  very  confident  as  to  the  ^ety 
0[  the  ship  under  such  a  man's  chaige,  I  took  the  preh 
caution  of  retiring  to  my  berth  at  nightwithout  divesting 
myself  of  my  olothes,  tluridng  it,  more  than  probaUa  that 
I  should  fibd  it  convenient  to  be  on  deck  ere  moming 
without  mneb  loss  of  time.  My  suppositions  proved 
correct;  for  abeiut  half^^ast  two  o'dock  I  was  awakened  by 
a  slight  motion  of  the  ship,  and  altheugh  it  did  not  equal 
in  farce  that  of  a  heavy  sea  striking  it,  yet  the  grating  of 
a  vessel  with  all  sail  set  upon  a  hard  sand,  produces  a 
sensation  which,  when  once  eicperienced,  will  never  be 
forgotten.  '  All  hands  rushed  upon  deck  in  an  instant^ 
when,  lo!  and,  behold  1  our  worthy  Argus  ?Fas  snu^y 
stowed  away  in  a  comer,  &8t  in  the  atrms  of  Morpheus, 
while  the  vessel  striking  heavily  for  some  minutes,  finally 
feU  over  a  little  on  its  side,  and  remained  immoveable. 
At  this  time  there  were  no  fewer  than  three  lights  in 
sight,  two  a-stem  on  the  Capes,  and  a  floating  one  di- 
rectly arhead.     I  never  heard  how  the  old  man  accounted 
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for  raiming  us  a-groond — ^biu,  honvvver,  was  no  time  for 
ezplttialians;  but  the  boats  being  lowered  as  quiddy  as 
possible,  and  soundmgs  being  taken,  it  was  found  that 
we  were  on  tiie  windward  side  of  the  '^Browns,''  a 
dsngefous  shoal  about  twelve  males  ftom  land;  and  that 
so  kmg  as  the  wind  continued  firom  flie  presmt  quarter, 
there  would  be  no  hopes  of  the  sbip  floating;  and,  if  the 
sea  rose,  die  would  inevitably  go  to  pieces.  As  day 
dawned,  the  ominous  prospect  of  the  head  and  bowsprit 
of  a  ship  showed  themselves  above  water,  a  few  hundred 
yaxda  distant  being  all  Ae  visiUe  remains  of  the  '^  Can* 
ning''  packet,  lost  two  months  previously.  It  was  now 
for  the  first  time,  I  heard  a  genuine  Tankeeism :  ^  the 
ship's  lost  to  all  eternity,''  said  the  captain;  ^^it  a'int, 
I  guess,"  drawled  out  die  old  pilo^  giving  the  sentence 
at  the  same  time  a  most  inimitable  twang,  which  even 
Madiews  himself  would  have  failed  in  producing. 

It  was  in  vain  that  aU  efforts  were  used  for  tiiree  hours 
to  get  the  ship  off;  it  remained  firm  as  a  rock,  excepting 
during  tim  turn  of  tide,  when  it  again  struck  heavily. 
Seeing  no  pfotspeot  of  its  being  moved  until  lightened, 
the  ^'star-spangled  banner,*'  reversed,  was  hoisted  at  the 
mast-^head^  wUle  the  passei^rs  awaited  the  arrival  of 
beets  firom  the  shore  to  carry  them  away.  The  first  craft 
we  saw  was  a  stoop,  which,  laden  with  shingles,  and 
steered  by  a  negro,  run  dose  alongside  of  us.  The  fellow 
hailed  us  very  eooHy,  wifii,  ^  Have  you  a  pilot  on  board }" 
and  being  answei^  in  the  a£5rmative,  he  continued  on 
his  course  without  tendering  any  assistance:  fortunately, 
however,  we  needed  iwne;  f<»*  die  wind  veering  a  point 
or  two,  and  fireshening  with  the  flood-tide,  we  once  more 
flotfted,  and  standing  our  course  up  the  river,  soon  over- 
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took  our  black  fiiend  and  his  afaingle  sloop,  at  idiom,  en 
pauanip  a  voUty  of  alniae  was  fired. 

As  we  gained  the  head  of  the  bay,  aad  enrtered  die 
contraetod  part  of  the  river,  we  caught  occasioiial  gUmpses 
of  small  villages  and  neat  white  cottages,  HGM/cred  at 
intorals  along  the  banks,  which  were  covered  widi  walnut, 
osk,  and  patches  of  pine.  I  was  leaning  over  the  aider  of 
the  vessel,  admiring  the  scene,  but  regretting  that  the 
clearings  were  so  ^few,  and  &r  between,''  wfa^i  seeing 
a  carpenter,  a  countryman  of  my  iywn,  similarly  em^ 
ployed,  I  asked  Urn  what  he  thought  of  die  New  World 
at  which  we  had  anrived.  **  Oh,  sir  I  it  is  a  &ie  Muntry ; 
<Mily  look  at  the  timber."  I  smiled,  as  the  oM  sUny  of 
^  notUi^  Uke  leather''  occurred  to  my  recolleelion  j  and 
the  worthy  {daner  of  wood  continued  to  enisige  tqxm  faiii 
opnon  in  a  strain  of  eBooraium.  He  came  up  to  me  a 
few  hours  after  landing,  quite  delighted  with  having;  beeft 
hived  at  a  doUar  per  diem  on  the  Ohio  rail-aroad. 

The  scene  was,  indeed,  a  most  pleasing  one.  The  dear 
bright  atmoqphere,  which  is  unknown  to  Engboad,  dif- 
fusiag  a  cheerfulness  over  every  object,  wilh^nok  even  a 
passing  cdoud  to  hide  the  brilliant  rays  of  the  wtm,  aadiey 
fell  upon  the  thousands  of  white  ssils  wUch  cdvated  the 
surfeee  of  the  broad  and  noble  Deiawaie;  while,  ev«r 
and  anon,  one  of  Ihose  huge  levisthaas  of  the  deep, 
an  American  steamer,  darted  past,  leaving  a  long-  tviin  of 
white  smoke  from  its  timber*fed  furnaces.  Hie  whole 
presented  a  scene  sIrSdng  and  novel  to  an  Sng^iafaman. 
If  there  was  any  dung  to  detract  feom  the  beauty  of  the 
landscape,  it  was  the  perfect  flatness  of  the  feoe  of  the 
oountry,  there  not  being  a  rising  kaoU,  or  single  ridge 
to  break  ihe  back-ground;  nor  could  mudi  be  seen  be- 
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yond  the  smiling  vetdnite  of  Ae  finrest-cf owned  banks: 
it  was  a  scene,  indeed,  at  tins  moment,  of  Ufe  and  son* 
sUne;  but^  piobaUy,  if  viewed  on  a  squatty,  wet  day, 
would  be  tbou^t  tame  and  uninteresting  enoogb*  We 
bore  to  s^ain  towards  opening  to  be  boarded  by  an  officer 
from  »  feireniie  cutter,  moored  in  the  centre  of  the  stream ; 
and  at  dusk  oaiRe  to  am  anchor  near  a  smaU  isknd,  wbere^ 
at  firo  o'dods  the  foUowing  mcwnin^  we  boried  a  child 
whioh  had  died  of  die  amall^poz  during  &e  nighti  and 
then  getting  imdar  weighs  arrmd  aJireast  of  Fort  Dehb- 
war^  or  ,the  '^  Fee  Fatcdi,''  boilt  upoa  a  low  reedy  ishoid, 
whicb  dindes.  the  rirer  into  two  chaimeh,  and  is  an  adr 
BimMe  pontian  &r  dcfimding  the  passage.  The  worics 
a«e  of  maffHiry^  and  rery  esfesasiine;  bnt  the  whole  of 
&R  ,iolkeri<»^  indnding  tin  barradu  and  hgfat^ioiisey  was 
eonffumed  by  Are  two  years  ainoe;,  throng  1sbe  n^^Ugcaoet, 
as .  wae  .  staled,  of  an  officer  reading  in  bed.  No  stq^ 
have  yet  been  tahm  towards  repairing  it^  great  smns 
havii^  beea  escpended  upon  its  constmction  only  a  few 
yearei  .puteriaua  to  the  above  accident.  TbB  chntnnel  be- 
tweeni  it  and,  tiie  main  land  is  so  narrow^  that  wilih  a 
head^nnMi  aad^heavy  aqpoalls  Aere  was  not  room  to  work: 
dnp^and  we  itare  once  more  compeUed  to  let  go  the 
aMhor«  Opposite  to,.-  and  about  a  mile  distant  £rom  the 
ibrt^  i»  Dehwana  eity,  at-  the  jnnction  of  the  Chesapeake 
Canal  withi  Ae  Dekwase.  I  went  ashore  finr  an  hour 
at  nidnUy,  asid  walked  tfanmgh  the  city,  which  is  bnt 
a  T'^^^^M'^**  straggling  hamkt,  witii  an  inn  at  the  landmg- 
pbc^  and  one-  or  two  stores;  at  whieh  a  fiiend,  who 
acDciEpanied  mey  managed  to  obtain  a  few  cigars,  and 
some  Lnndydfbot  soufl^  though  the  storekeeper  wonhi 
not  TOttch  for  its  being  the  true  Irisk<^^it  mig^t  be 
Yankee,  and  made  at  Boston,  but  he  guessed  not/'    The 
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canal   appeared   of  noble   dimensions,  being  sixty   feet 
wide  at  the  surface,  and  calculated  for  vessels  with  a 
draught  of  eight  feet  water.    The  inhalntants,  however^ 
told  MB  it  would  not  answer  now  so  well  as  formerly,  a 
rail-way  having  been  formed  five  miles  higher  up  the 
river  in  the  same  direction,  on  which  all  tibe  passengers 
travelled   between  Philadelphia   and   Baltimore.     While 
we  were  standing  on  the  side  of  the  tide-lode,  two  sloops 
passed  through,  laden  so  high  with  enormous  oysters, 
that  the  vessels'  decks  were  on  a  level  wilih  the  water; 
being  festened  a-stem  of  a  steamer,  they  were  towed  vsp 
the  river  at  an  amazing  speed,  for  the  gratification  of  the 
gourmands  of  Philadelphia.    The  cholera  had  broken  out 
in  England  prior  to  our  sailing,  and  rumours  of  its  ra^ 
vages  had  reached  America  some  time;  and  as,  most 
probably,  its  effects  had  been  much  ezaggeratsd^  every 
one  lived  in  the  greatest  dread  of  its  appearing  in  the 
States.    A  gentlanan,  who  was  standing  on.  the  quay  at 
Delaware  city,  welcomed  my  friend,  and  oongtatnlated 
him  upon  his  return  to  his  native  land;  bat  the  hitter 
telHng  him  in  jest  that  we  had  the  cholera  on  board,  he 
parted  from  us  very  unceremonionsly,  nor-  oouM  ail  our 
assurances  that  it  was  only  the  small-pox,  induce  him  to 
return  and  continue  the  conversation. 

The  passengers  were  unfortunately  prevented  from  quit- 
ting the  vessel,  on  account  of  the  sma]l-po)c  having  been 
prevalent  on  board,  which  (althou^  the  last  case  was  dilh 
posed  of)  would  probably  isrubject  us  to  quannrtine  for 
some  days,  unless  we  could  manage  to  pass  the  Laxoretto 
before  the  1st  of  June,  on  which  day  the  qnamntine  flag 
is  hoisted,  and  its  performance  rigidly  enforced  upon  aU 
infected  vessels.  It  was  now  the  Sist  of  May,  and  every 
one  being  anxious  to  avoid  fieuther  detention,  the  diip  got 
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uivler  w^h  with  the  flood  tide  at  night;  and  after  run- 
ning into  the  mod  ^nly  onoe,  £rom  which  it  was  again 
raised  by  the  tide  in  a  few  minutesy  it  earned  on  all  sail 
nntil  paat  mkiaight,  and  anchored  half  a  mile  aboye  die 
quarantine  station,  nineteen  miles  £rom  Fhikdelphia*  The 
hospitala,  with  the  storehouses,  are  very  prettily  situated 
within  a  picquet  fence  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river ;  a 
small  viUsge  adjcuns,  and  the  ground  rising  with  a  g&atie 
aodWity  from  the  water's  edge  for  upwards  of  a  mile,  is 
covered  with  feurms  not  too  thickly  wooded,  but  in  many 
|daoed| .  aasummg  a  pairif>-Uke  appearance*  The  country, 
frem-  the  town  of  Wilmington,  the  largest  town  in  the 
slate)  ctmtftining  about  12^000  inhabitants,  twenty-four 
nnles  'bdow,  loses  its  dead  flatness ;  but  the  ridge,  whidi 
nma  paraUd  with,  and  at  some  distance  from  the  river, 
does  not  exceed  200  feet  in  height.  Throughout  the  day 
of  the  tslof  June  it  Uew  so  heavy  a  gale  of  wind,  that 
die '  ship  dttfted  a  considerable  distance  from  two  anchors, 
nev  could  the  pilot  venture  to  get  under  weigh.  Hie 
feUewing  -  movning,  during  the  ebb  tide,  several  of  us 
vowed<me  of  the  boats  to  a  small  island,  towards  which 
we  had  hten  driftmg  the  preceding  day,  where  a  fanner 
had  eslaUislked  himself.  In  landing,  we  found  a  sturgeon 
of  about  120  potmda  weight,  which  had  been  left  by  the 
tide  in  «  shallow' pool,  and  seized  upon  him  for  the  be- 
nefit, of  the  isteerage  passengers,  who,  like  ouraebres,  were 
ratter  short  of  provisions,  and  to  whom  we  thought  a 
litde  fresh  fish  would  be  acceptable.  But-  it  was  not 
until  aftet  hasd  sirugghi^  andbatding,  with  muidi  splash- 
ing and  rcriUng  about  in  the  water,  that  three  of  us  sue* 
ceeded  in  securing  our  prioe,  and  lifting  him  into  the 
boaL  The  fiomer,  also,  selling  us  a  lamb  and  some 
Y^etaUes,  we  returned  in  triumph  to  the  vessel,  and 
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again  got  under  weigh,  passing  Mud  Fort,  sitoated  on  an 
island  at  the  embonchure  of  the  Sdmylldll,  a  strong  hold 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  scene  of  much  hard 
fighting  between  the  Hessians  and  Americans,  in  which 
the  former  were  repulsed  with  considerable  slaughter; 
but  the  fort  'was  finally  evacuated  after  a  vigorous  defence 
against  the  British,  who  lost  the  Augusta,  line-ofr-batde 
ship,  and  Merlin  firigate,  which  took  fire  during  the  action, 
having  groimded  at  the  sunken  chevauz-de-firise,  half  a 
mile  below  the  fort.  The  position  is  an  excellent  one, 
but  the  works  are  &st  fiilling  to  decay.  On  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  is  Red  Bank,  the  site  of  another  old 
fort,  abandoned  on  the  approach  of  Lord  Comwallis; 
while  in  the  centre  of  the  stream  are  the  remains  of  a 
large  wooden  battery,  formed  by  piles  driven  into  the 
bed  of  the  river;  but,  like  the  Pee  Pbtch,  it  was  set  fire 
to  and  destroyed,  by  some  fishermen  cooking  thdbr  provi- 
sions a  few  years  since.  The  only  vestiges  of  it  now 
remaining  are  some  rusty  old  guns,  and  blackened  pieces 
of  timber.  From  the  lower  end  of  another  reach  of  the 
river,  which  extends  for  several  miles  from  hence,  we 
caught  the  first  glimpse  of  the  city — a  shot-tower,  and 
huge  building  in  the  navy  yard,  with  a  forest  of  masts 
approaching  above  the  trees.  The  smart  white  firame- 
houses,  with  their  green  Venetian  shutters  and  gardens, 
overhung  by  weeping  willows,  and  numerous  peach 
orchards,  on  the  Jersey  side,  with  the  laige  well-cleared 
grazing  farms  upon  the  Pensylvania  bank,  were  evident 
proofs  that  we  were  nearing  some  great  abode  of  men. 
One  island  particularly  (the  possession  of  which  I  envied 
the  owner),  of  about  200  acres,  won  by  lottery  ten  or 
twelve  years  since,  was  remarkably  beautiful,  and  quite 
studded  over  with  cattie. 


A  subaltbrn's  furlough.  17 

The  tide  fioled  us  most  provokingly  off  Gloucester 
Pointy  at  the  upper  end  of  the  fine  reach,  just  as  we  had 
rounded  the  Umd  and  came  in  full  view  of  the  city,  at  the 
distance  of  only  three  miles ;  the  wind  too,  following  its 
example,  the  ship  could  not  stem  the  ebbing  tide,  and 
very  reluctantly  the  anchor  was  let  go  within  almost  reach 
of  the  goal. 

In  tiie  ev^ing  several  of  us  landed,  and  hiring  at  a 
small  inn  one  of  the  common  four-wheeled  open  waggons 
of  the  country,  called  a  Dearborn  (from  tibe  inventor), 
proceeded  over  a  road,  which,  though  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  city,  was  wretchedly  bad;  the  carriage,  too, 
was  as  uncomfortable  an  invention  as  could  be  well  ima- 
gined, there  being  but  one  narrow  wooden  seat,  shmg  in 
the  centre  of  the  vehicle  upon  straps,  with  two  rude 
wooden  spnngs  to  support  it;  upon  this  two  of  our  party 
took  up  a  position,  while  another,  who  volunteered  to  drive, 
sat  in  a  chair  in  firont,  and  two  others  occupied  chairs 
in  rear  of  the  centre  seat,  while  a  little  curly*headed  negro 
was  posted  upon  one  of  the  shaf)»,  where  he  sat  grinning 
and  holding  on  like  a  monkey,  his  dusky  skin  forming  a 
charming  contrast  to  an  old  gray  mare  which  was  to  draw 
us.  Our  time  being  short,  the  whip  was  not  spared ;  so 
that  we  were  whirled  along,  rolling  and  pitching  about 
through  thick  and  thin,  and  wherever  a  drain  or  deep 
water-course  crossed  the  road,  the  carriage  giving  a  heavy 
lurch,  and  all  the  chairs  shooting  forward  witli  one  con- 
sent, our  volunteer  coachman  was  nearly  precipitated  on 
to  the  horse's  back,  and  the  two  in  rear  of  the  centre  seat, 
not  having  any  thing  to  plant  their  feet  firm  against,  were 
Haown  on  to  the  badcs  of  those  occupying  the  seat  in 
firont.  It  was,  indeed,  a  broad  caricature  of  ^'  travelling 
in  the  south  of  Ireland,''  and  we  were  right  glad  to  gain 
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the  outskirts  of  the  city  in  safety,  and  abandon  the  uneasy 
conveyance,  leaving  it  in  charge  of  our  sable  attendant. 

While  one  of  the  party  went  to  sound  the  ship-owners 
if  we  could  remain  ashore  during  the  night,  and  until  the 
vessel  reached  town,  the  rest  of  us  (after  walking  about 
the  dimly  lighted  squares  and  streets,  with  which  we  were 
soon  fatigued,  our  feet  being  tender  from  the  little  exer- 
cise we  had  taken  of  late)  proceeded  to  an  oyster-cellar, 
and  there  awaited  our  sentence  with  great  calmness,  dis- 
cussing the  various  merits  of  English  natives,  and  Ame- 
rican oysters.    The  latter  are  so  large,  that  one  of  our 
party,  who  had  laid  a  wager  that  he  could  eat  a  dozen  and 
a  half  of  them,  was  obliged  to  cry,  ^^  hold  I  enough !"  ere 
he  had  arrived  at  the  twelfth.    At  midnight  our  spy  re- 
turned with  the  doleftd  tidings  that  we  must  return  to 
the  ship,  and  that  on  the  morrow  a  medical  man  would 
inspect  it,  and  set  us  at  liberty.    To  hear,  was  to  obey ; 
so  without  any  more  ado  we  retraced  our  weary  steps, 
and  found  our  little  man  of  colour  and  his  charge,  the 
pale  horse  and  Dearborn,  most  patiently  awaiting  our 
arrival.    The  road  appeared  to  have  grown  either  some- 
what rougher,  or  our  charioteer  did  not  steer  so  small 
(to  use  a  nautical  term)  as  before)  but  after  running  a 
wheel  once  or  twice  into  the  deep  ditches,  with  which  the 
road  was  flanked,  he  brought  us  again  to  the  tavern-door 
by  one  o'clock,  where  the  landlord,  aroused  from  his 
slumbers,  soon  made  his  appearance  at  the  bar.    Every 
thing  was  strange  to  me;  I  might  truly  say  I  was  in  a 
New  World;   I  had  heard  of  American  landlords,  but, 
like  the  road,  this  man  was  beyond  my  conjectures.    He 
came  down  stairs  the  very  beau  ideal  of  a  dandy,  with  a 
tiny,  httle  spiral  hat,  placed  knowingly  on  one  side  of  his 
head,  gold  studs,  and  broach  at  .his  breast,  watch  guard- 
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chain  round  hia  neck^  rings  on  his  finger^  with  his  ne(her 
man  cased  in  a  pair  of  red  striped  ^  continuations  ;*'  and, 
to  crown  all,  he  cursed  and  swore  '^  like  any  gentleman.^ 
We  inquired  if  the  boat  had  been  off  for  us,  and  were 
informed  it  had  been,  but  had  returned  to  the  ship  at 
ten  o'clock,  as  he  had  told  the  crew  he  would  fire  a  signal 
when  we  arrived.  Thanking  him  for  his  kindness,  we 
thought,  as  a  recompense,  we  were  in  duty  bound  to  call 
for  something  to  drink;  and  a  considerable  time  having 
elapsed  in  carrying  our  good  intentions  into  effect,  and 
seeing  no  preparations  making  for  firing  his  promised 
signal,  one  of  tiie  party  asked  him  if  he  would  favour  us 
by  commencing  operations.  ^  Aye,  aye,*'  said  he,  "  I 
told  the  mate  I  would  fire  a  gun — I  would  fire  a  gun  in 
anger  when  you  came;  but  wait  a  bit,  I'll  take  a  glass 
myself  first,''  and  then  with  the  most  admirable  scmff-- 
firoid,  he  set  about  making  a  glass  of  port-wine  sangaree, 
stirring  the  sugar  about  with  a  small  circular  piece  of 
wood,  to  which  a  handle  was  attached,  and  which  he 
twirled  about  in  his  white  hands  with  great  dexterity. 
Having  quaffed  this  mixture  off  to  our  healths,  and  wel- 
come to  America,  he  lighted  a  cigar,  offering  one  at  the 
same  time  to  each  of  the  admiring  spectators,  and  then 
crossing  his  arms  over  his  breast,  d  la  Napoleon  le  Grandj 
he  talked  of  passing  events,  and  asked  the  news.  Like  old 
Hardcastie  in  the  play,  I  said  asid&^ 


it 


This  fellow's  impudence  really  makes  me  laugh/ 


and  thought  his  cool  assurance  must  arise  firom  a  wish 
to  show  off  before  strangers.  I  turned  away  firom  him, 
unable  to  repress  a  laugh,  and,  as  bad  luck  would  have 
it,  unfortunately  saw  a  dog  lying  upon  the  floor,  which 
I  stooped  down  to  pat  with  my  hands.    Mine  host  no 
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sooner  saw  this  movement^  dien  he  was  out  from  his  bar 
in  a  t¥ma]ding,  hdding  forth  at  great  length  in  praise  of 
the  animal,  which,  £rom  his  aooount^  possessed  all  the 
Tarious  qualities  of  spaniel,  greyhound,  and  pointer  com- 
bined. '^  Aye,  now,  there's  a  dog  for  you — only  look  at 
him:— look  at  his  points — there's  not  a  cleverer  dog  in  the 
Union,  I  guess — he's  half  English ;  when  I  go  out  gun- 
ning, and  shoot  a  rat  or  a  squirrel,  he'll  bring  it  imme- 
diately— I  would'nt  take  fifty  dollars  for  him.  A  gen- 
tleman down  here,  the  other  day,  ofiered  thirty  for  him 
off-hand.  Here,  sir!  here,  sir!  come  here!  now,  lie 
down !  lie  down,  lie  dow . . . n !"  The  dog  leapt  up,  placing 
its  fore  paws  on  its  master's  person.  ''Aye,  he's  only 
fiightened  before  company,  but  I  would'nt  part  widi  him 
for  a  cent,  less  than  fifty."  And  thus  haying,  in  his  own 
opinion,  established  his  dog's  reputation,  he  at  last  com- 
menced tlie  tedious  operation  of  loading  an  enormously 
long-barrelled  gun,  respecting  whose  good  qualities,  also, 
we  had  to  endure  a  long  dissertation,  while  he  was  spring- 
ing the  ramrod,  and  ramming  down  about  three  fingers' 
deep  of  shot,  with  as  much  labour  and  flourishing  move- 
ment as  there  is  in  loading  a  twelve-pounder  field-piece ; 
and,  finally,  we  had  the  infinite  satis&ction  of  hearing 
Washington,  or  some  such  nobly-named  dusky  son  of 
Afric,  summoned,  who  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
end  of  the  wharf,  and  fire  the  long  wished-for  signal. 
Shortly  afterwards  the  plash  of  oars  reaching  our  ears,  we 
bade  our  loquadous  host  a  long  and  last  fiurewell,  having 
paid  him  two  dollars  and  a  half  {lOs,  Sd.  sterling)  for  the 
use  of  his  Dearborn  and  gray  steed  (''  he  would'nt  be  too 
hard  upon  us "),  and  by  half-past  two  o'clock  were  once 
more  in  our  snug  cabin. 

The  sun  was  high  in  the  heavens  the  following  day  be- 
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fore  I  awoke  from  strange  and  troubled  dreams  of  oysters, 
Dearborns,  landlords,  n^roes,  dogs,  and  guns.  A  medical 
man  coming  on  board  as  the  anchor  was  weighing,  said 
he  was  satisfied  with  the  health  of  the  passengers,  and 
that  we  had  permission  to  leave  the  ship,  which  an  hour 
after  mid-day  was  safely  moored  alongside  one  of  the  dty 
wharfs,  and  we  all  stepped  ashore  with  heartfelt  joy, 
having  been  forty  days  from  liverpooL 
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CHAPTER  II. 


Into  one  of  the  noeetest  of  hotels, 
Ilepecially  for  foreigners — 

Where  juniper  expresses  it's  best  juice — 

For  downright  rudeness,  je  may  stay  at  home. 

Byeon. 


Philadelphia,  the  reverse  of  Lisbon,  at  first  presents 
no  beauties ;  no  domes  or  turrets  rise  in  air  to  break  the 
uniform  stiff  roof-line  of  the  private  dwellings.  And,  if 
I  remember  right,  the  only  buildings  which  show  tiieir 
lofty  heads  above  the  rest,  are  the  State  House,  Christ 
Church  (both  built  prior  to  the  Revolution),  a  Presbyte- 
rian meeting-house,  and  shot-tower.  The  city,  therefore, 
when  viewed  from  the  water,  and  at  a  distance,  presents 
any  thing  but  a  picturesque  i^pearanoe.  It  is  somewhat 
singular,  too,  that  there  should  be  such  a  scarcity  of  spires 
and  conspicuous  buildings,  there  being  no  fewer  than 
ninety  places  of  worship,  besides  hospitals  and  charitable 
institutions  in  great  numbers.  In  place,  too,  of  noble 
piers  and  quays  of  solid  masonry,  which  we  might  rea- 
sonably expect  to  find  in  a  city  containing  near  140,000 
inhabitants,  and  holding  the  second  rank  in  commercial 
importance  in  North  America,  there  are  but  some  shabby 
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wharfs,  and  piers  of  rough  piles  of  timber,  jutting  out 
in  unequal  lengths  and  shapes,  from  one  end  to  the  other 
of  the  river  front;  and  these  again  are  backed  by  large 
piles  of  wood,  warehouses,  and  mean-looking  stores.  On 
Hie  narrow  space  between  them  and  the  water  are  hun- 
dreds of  negro  porters,  working  at  vast  heaps  of  iron  bars, 
barrels  of  flour,  cotton  bags,  and  all  the  various  merchan- 
dise imported  or  exported ;  singing  in  their  strange  broken 
English  tone  of  voice,  some  absurd  chorus,  such  as, 

**  I  met  a  nigger" — (chorus  all)  **  long  time  ago  I  *' 

"  I  met  a  nigger" — (chorus  all)  **  long  time  ago  I " 

**  I  say,  where  you  going!  " — (chorus  all)  **  long  time  ago  I " 

"  PuU  away,  my  boys" — (chorus)    "  yoh !  heave — yoh  I " 

or  some  such  elegant  strain. 

fifty  paces  hence,  the  stranger  enters  the  city,  which 
possesses  an  interior  almost  unrivalled  in  the  world.  On 
walking  thioagh  the  fine  broad  streets,  with  rows  of  locust 
or  other  trees,  which,  planted  on  the  edge  of  the  cause- 
way, form  a  most  dd%htful  shade,  and  take  away  the 
glare  of  the  brick  buildings,  he  is  struck  immediately  with 
the  air  of  simplicity,  yet  strength  and  durability  which  all 
the  public  edifioea  possess,  .while  the  private  dwellings 
with  their  neat  white  marble  steps  and  window-sills  be- 
speak wealth  and  respectability.  The  neatness,  too,  of 
Ae  dmaa  of  every  individual,  with  the  total  absence  oi 
those  lasy  and  dirty  vagabonds  who  ever  mfest  our  towns, 
and  loiter  about  the  coniei«  of  all  the  public  streets, 
paasing  ins(dent  remarks  upon  every  well-dressed  man,  or 
even  unattended  female»  impress  a  foreigner  with  a  most 
phasing  and  ftvouxable  idea  of  an  American  city. 

The  river  in  front  of  the  town  b  about  a  mile  wide,  but 
t^  A**y»"f>^  is  considerably  contracted  by  an  island  whidi 
extends  neariy  the  full  length  of  the  town,  and  oonse* 
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quently  renders  the  navigatioD  more  intrioate.  It  is  pret- 
tily planted  with  trees,  and  a  ship  has  been  run  ashoie  at 
one  end,  and  converted  into  a  tavern,  a  house  bei^g  raised 
upon  the  upper  deck.  It  was  quite  a  gab  day,  numerous 
steam-vessels  and  rowing  boats,  prooeeding  up  the  stream 
to  Kensington  (part  of  the  suburbs),  and  we  arrived  just 
in  time  to  see  a  large  ship  of  600  tons  burthen  |^ide 
gracefully  from  the  stocks. 

I  was  recommended  by  an  Ameriean  gentkman  to  an 
hotel  in  the  principal  street,  where  I  was  immediately  ao- 
oommodated  widi  a  room.    It  wiU  scarcely  be  out  of  place 
to  mention  hare,  that  the  bed-rooms  in  the  hotels  in  the 
United  States  are  not,  generally  speaking,  so  large,  com- 
fortable, or  well  furnished  as  those  in  English  houses; 
but  the  establishments  themselves,  with  regard  to  nae 
and  capacity  for  accommodating  numbers,  &r  esoeed  those 
in  England.    In  America  much  comfort  is  sacrificed  for 
the  purpose  of  admitting  numerous  guests  into  the  house : 
a  private  sitting-room,  or  separate  meals,  are  scarody  to  be 
had,  and  then  only  at  a  high  price;  and,  therrfore,  as 
almost  every  one  is  under  the  necessity  of  dining  at  the 
table  d'hote,  a  large  hotel  presents  a  scene  of  great  con- 
fusion and  bustle.    At  the  one  in  which  I  resided  during 
my  stay  at  Philadelphia,  there  were  about  a  hundred  per- 
sons at  eadbi  meal,  and  the  minority  of  them  being  mer- 
chants, from  the  back  settlements,  on  their  summer  trip  to 
purchase  articles  for  their  customors  in  the  west,  lawyers 
and  shopkeq)ers  (or  ''  storekeepers,"  as  they  temi  diem-^ 
selves,  a  *' shopkeeper''  being  only  a  retuler  on  a  small 
scale),  they  devoured  their  meals  with  a  most  astonishing 
rapidity;  and  vanished  instatUer  to  thehr  offices  and  coun- 
ters, intent  upon  business  alone.   I  was  lost  in  admiration, 
and  nearly  lost  my  dinner,  too,  the  first  few  days  I  was 
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ariiore^  in  ivaldiiiig  Hhe  dofuUe-qoick  maatictttiiig  move- 
meiits  of  my  m$*i^mi ;  I  truly  beliere  that  one*ti!iml  of 
the  people  had  disappeared  'ere  my  soup  Tras  eool.    A 
young  msB)  who  opens  a  store,  if  a  bachelor,  has  seldom 
any  other  opaitment  tiwa  the  shop  he  rents,  while  he 
boards  and  sleeps  at  an  hotel,  paying  generally  about  400 
dollars  (841.  sterling)  per  annum,  if  at  a  large  and  respect^ 
able  one;  the  board  for  occasional  lodgers  being  one  and 
a  half  d^lar  (S$.  Sd.)  per  day.    It  is  not  customary  in 
most  towns  to  make  any  extra  remuneration  to  the  waiters 
or  other  servants  of  Ibe  establishment;  but  of  late  years, 
tins  bad  habit,  like  many  others  from  the  mother  country, 
has  been  creeping  into  the  cities  on  the  coast;  and  though 
tiie  servants  do  not  actually  request  any,  yet  they  usually 
expect  it:   they  are  generally  Irish  emigrants,  or  half 
castes,  if  I  may  use  an  eastern  term ;  for  though,  during 
my  stay  in  the  United  States,  I  did  not  enter  less  than  a 
himdred  hotels,  I  never  saw  a  waiter  whom  I  could  ascer- 
tain to  be  a  iree-bom  American;  their  pride  not  allowing 
them  to  fill  such  places.    In  country  villages,  where  the 
attendants  are  females,  I  have  finequently  seen  the  one 
waiting  upon  me  at  the  dinner-table,  take  a  diair  near  the 
window,  or  the  ot^er  end  of  the  room,  and  read  a  news- 
paper until  die  observed  I  required  any  thing;  but  during 
my  whole  travels,  I  never  knew  a  waiting^maa  take  a 
simflar  liberty. 

Hie  breakftst  hour  is  usually  from  seven  until  mne 
o'clock)  dinner  at  two  or  lliiee,  tea  fixHu  six  to  sev«n, 
and  supper  fitMn  mne  to  twelve;  tlie  table  at  each  meal 
being  most  sabstantiidly  provided.  Even  at  breakfuit  there 
is  a  profusion  of  beef-steaks,  cutlets,  mutton-chops,  eggs, 
fish,  fowls,  Indian  bread,  flour  bread,  sweet  cakes,  cheese, 
sweetmeats,  and  a  mess  of  other  ti  ceiercu ;  but  little  wine 
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is  drank  at  dinner,  though  spirits  are  placed  upon  the  table 
without  any  extra  charge  being  made  to  the  consumers. 
Tet  since  the  institution  of  the  Temperance  Societies,  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits  amongst  the  higher  elasses  of  society 
has  been  ahnost  laid  aside.  I  have  seen  a  range  of  well- 
filled  spirit  decanters  placed  upon  the  dinner-table  before 
upwards  of  150  people,  and  not  a  single  stopper  removed. 
The  strongest  proof,  however,  of  the  great  decrease  of  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits,  appears  from  the  following  returns 
of  the  number  of  gallons  imported  into  Ae  United  States 
during  seven  successive  years.    In 

Galtom. 
1824 5,285,047 

1825 4,U4>046 

1826 3,322,380 

1827 3,465,302 

1828 4,446,698 

1829 2,462,303 

1830 1,095,488 

Many  hotdb  have  ^Temperance  House"  inscribed  in 
large  gilded  letters  over  the  door  or  sign,  as  a  notice  that 
wines  and  malt  liquor  only  can  be  obtained  there.  like 
all  other  new  institutions,  the  Temperance  Societies  had 
their  enthusiasts  at  &*st  Abstinence  Societies  emanated 
from  them,  the  members  binding  themsdives  to  diink  pure 
water  only;  and,  in  some  churches,  neither  males  nor 
females  were  admitted  to  the  oommunion  unless  they  had 
enrolled  themselves  amongst  the  members  of  one  or 
other  society.  All  these  bigoted  absurdities  are  now 
softened  down  into  wholesome  and  sound  regnlationa. 
Wines  are  generally  high  prioed,  and  not  of  the  first 
quality,  so  that  Ktde  of  any  thing  is  drank  during  dinner. 
But  in  the  old-fcshioned  hotels,  where  Temperance  So- 
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cieties  have  not  any  sway^  the  bar,  during  the  mterrals 
between  meals,  is  besieged  by  a  host  of  apjdioants  for 
iced  mint-julaps,  iMvidy,  egg-bog,  i^-oocktail,  rum  and 
water,  pn  and  water,  port-sangaree,  and  all  die  various 
combinatkms  and  mhctures  of  liquors  imaginable.  When 
a  foragner  (as  was  the  case  not  un£requently  with  myself) 
finds  himself  estaUisfaed  for  two  or  three  days  in  such  a 
house  as  this,  he  must  summon  Ins  full  stock  of  nerve  and 
resolution  to  enable  him  to  withstand  the  dense  fumes  of 
tobacco  smoke,  with  which  his  apartment  is  fumigated, 
and  to  breathe  an  atmosphere  strongly  imprq;nated  with 
the  conjomed  scent  of  the  above  mixtures.  The  intoler- 
able habit  of  chewing  tobacco  is  very  prevalent  amongst 
the  storekeepers,  and  lower  grades  of  society,  but  I  think 
it  is  almost  confined  to  them ;  the  very  act  of  mastication 
itsdf  (bemendously  as  it  is  here  performed)  is  not  half 
so  offensive  to  the  eyes  of  a  foreigner  as  the  results  arising 
firom  it.  In  a  country,  however,  where  there  is  ostensibly 
no  distinctive  gradation  of  dasses  in  the  people,  one  must 
of  neoessily  sometimes,  as  on  board  steamers  and  canal 
boats,  mix  with  the  canailk ;  but  I  will  bear  witness  that 
I  never  even  then  observed  any  impropriety,  or,  during 
the  whole  time  I  was  in  America,  received  the  slightest 
insult  from  (what  I  will  term)  the  lower  orders,  and  to 
wUdi  individuals,  and  espedally  foreigners,  are  so  subject 
m  my  native  country. 

It  is  ringular  to  see  the  footing  upon  which  a  landlord 
at  an  inn  is  with  his  customers — appearing  rather  to  confer 
than  reorive  a  favour,  by  admitting  ihem  into  his  house. 
At  dinner,  he  firequentiy  takes  the  head  of  the  table,  drinks 
his  wine,  and  asks  those  sitting  near  to  take  a  glass  with 
him ;  diats,  and  laughs  away,  and  sits  longer  after  the  doth 
has  been  removed  than  nine-tenths  of  his  guests. 
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Upon  first  landing,  I  waa  modi  Hraok  iridi  the  per* 
sonal  appearanoe  of  the  people,  as  bemg  tall^sliiii,  nairow* 
shouldered,  whiskerless,  li^  xianow^chasted,  mth  hif^ 
dieek  bones,  sharp,  sallow  featmesy  amd  a  alouchiiig,  re- 
laxed kind  of  walk.  I  think  narrow  shoulders  and  sharp 
features  may  be  deemed  characteristic  of  the  natives  of 
die  Atlantic  states;  one  nerer  seeing  any  sudi  sturdy, 
robust,  rosy-&ced,  John  Bull  sort  of  people  as  Britain 
{NKMiuces.  Their  costume,  also,  difiecs  mnch,  every  man 
invariably  wearing  trowsers,  and  tiie  lower  orders  being 
better  dressed  than  people  in  the  same  walks  of  life  in 
England.  As  it  was  summer,  most  ptofie  had  white 
straw  hats,  witii  broad  brims,  the  back  part  over  the  collar 
of  the  coat,  turned  up  like  a  shovel  hal^  giving  the  wearer 
a  most  grotesque  ajqpearanee ;  a  great  proportion  of  the 
youiCig  men  wore  spectacles,  and  weak  eyes  appearfil  very 
prevalent. 

The  first  evening  I  was  ashore,  I  attended  the  Aroh 
Street  Theatre  (the  most  fadiionable  one^  the  Chesnut, 
being  closed),  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  Mr.  Haekett,  who 
was  in  high  repute  with  his  countrymen,  perfcmn  the  part 
of '' Nimrod  Wildfire,"  in  the << Raw  Kmtudkian;  or,  lion 
of  the  West."  The  {day  is  intended  to  censure  and  cor- 
rect the  rough  manners  of  the  States  west  of  the  Alkg*^ 
hany  mountains,  and  ddighted  the  audienoe  exceedingjly; 
though  to  me  the  greater  part  of  the  ^yalogoe  consisted 
of  unintelligible  idioms.  Mr.  Haekett  possessed  great 
talent  for  broad  comedy;  and  I  was  informed  that  the 
effect  of  his  performance  in  the  West  was  such  as  t» 
excite  a  strong  feeling  against  him;  and  so  incensed, the 
^^  half-horse,  half-alligator  boys,"  ^'the  yellow  flowers  of 
the  fi>re8t,"  as  they  call  themselves,  that  they  threatened 
**  to  row  him  up  Salt  Biver,"  if  he  ventured  a  r^etition  of 
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ike  objectioiiaUe  pevfomuBioe.  I  was  ionry,  however,  to 
Me  nUier  a  bad  feelmg  displayed  tovrands  the  dd  ooontiy. 
In  Taiious  pairts  of  die  peiAwmanoe  frequent  aUiudona 
were  made  to  curcomstanoes  whidi  ovight  long  to  have  been 
bvried  ift  ebUvion }  and  which  oonld  only  tend  to  dimi- 
niah,  or  rather  prevent,  nmtoal  goodwill.  Theae  aDu-* 
aiona,  whid  ever  told  against  the  English,  were  much 
appbtided  by  Ae  andieiiee*  The  theatre  is  a  fine  build- 
ing,  with  white  maiUe  fron^  and  oohimns  of  the  same 
beantifid  material,  siqpporting  a  fiieae  of  the  Doric  order; 
and  the  ii^arior  auBngements  aore  excellent.  There  are 
also  two  more  in  the  city,  superior  in. external  appear^- 
aaee,  and  more  capacious  wiAin  than  any  of  the  minor 
theetrea  in  London,  and  all  are  wdl  attended. 

The  ad  of  June  was  so  cold  and  rainy  a  Smiday,  as  to 
remind  me  of  Washington  Indies  description  of  that 
passed  by  him  at  the  little  town  of  Derby;  but  here  there 
were  netiher  the  ^  ducks  paddling  i^Kiut  the  inn-yard,  the 
hostlerB  and  post-boys  lounging  about  the  stable-doors, 
or  the  belhi  chimii^  for  dnirch.''  In  vain  did  I  stand  at 
the  window  locddng  into  the  flooded  street;  there  was 
not  a  coach  passed  by  the  live4ong  day,  and  but  one  peal 
€£  bdls  in  the  city,  those  at  the  old  English  Christy 
Omith ;  while  the  lingmg  of  the  solitary  bell  at  each  of 
the  odiier  meeting-houses  and  churches  of  all  denomina-^ 
tioBS,  sounded  more  like  a  toll  of  the  passing-bell,  and 
added  to  iSbe  glo<miiness  occasioned  by  the  weather.  As 
evei^i^  set  in,  I  fallowed  the  example  of  the  author  of 
die  Sketch  Book,  and  took  up  a  newspaper;  but  reading 
otAy  ^  molasses,'*  «  flour,*'  *  whiskey,"  **  pork,'*  **  bagging 
and  bale  rope,"  or  the  not  more  interesting  news  of  *^the 
President's  speech  has  arrired  in  England,  and  a  bitter 
piU  it  is  for  an  Englishman  to  digest,"  ftc,  I  turned  over 
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to  the  advertiseinents,  generally  the  most  onmsixig  part  of 
an  American  paper;  a  runaway  apprentice  being  adver- 
tised ^^  as  fond  of  pressing  down  the  bed  in  the  morning, 
witih  a  reward  of  one  cent,  (a  half-penny)^  and  no  charges, 
offered  for  his  apprehension/'  Printers  were  cautioned 
against  a  swindler,  who  was  thus  described : — ^^  He  stole 
his  trunk,  &c.  out  of  my  house  last  night,  and  he  has 
gone  away  without  paying  the  tailor's  bill,  or  his  board 
bill. — Said  Rogers  is  about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  has 
red  hair,  £Edr  skin,  and  a  large  homely  mouth ;  the  upper 
teeth  jutting  over  very  much.  He  plays  the  flute,  and 
makes  some  pretensions  as  a  poet !  but  it  is  easy  to  see 
that  he  is  a  plagiarist.  It  is  presumed  that  editors  inte- 
rested for  the  character  of  the  trade,  will  give  the  above 
a  few  insertions. 

"  3  times.  "  John  Cromwell.** 

The  following  morning  I  was  engaged  in  passing  what 
UtUe  baggage  I  had  brought  with  me  through  the  Custom 
House,  which  was  done  with  but  little  trouble  or  vexation, 
as  there  were  no  inquisitive  searchers  who  make  it  a  point 
to  pry  into  every  writing-desk,  dressing-case,  and  carpet- 
bag. In  the  evening  I  again  attended  the  theatre  to  wit- 
ness the  performance  of  the  '^  Gladiator,"  a  Phikdelphian 
tragedy,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Bird.  The  principal  char 
racter  was  sustained  by  Forrest,  the  Rosdus  of  the  Ame- 
rican stage ;  but  I  was  quite  unable  to  judge  eidier  of  the 
merits  of  the  actor,  or  the  play  itself^  for  being  rather 
late,  the  house  was  so  excessively  crowded,  and  the  gentle- 
men, with  scarcely  an  exception,  wearing  their  hats  in  the 
dress  circle,  I  could  only  obtain  an  occasional  view  of  the 
stage.  I  at  first  attributed  the  latter  to  want  of  due 
respect   to  the  ladies,  but  afterwards  came  to  the  more 
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charitable  conclusion,  that  it  was  an  ancient  custom  be- 
qaeadied  to  them  by  their  Quaker  fore&thers.  I  caught 
one  glimpse  of  the  star  of  the  night,  and  he  appeared  to 
possess  a  £ne  figure,  but  farther,  deponent  knoweth  not. 
An  American  gentleman  told  me  that  Forrest  intended  to 
cross  the  Atlantic,  and  introduce  the  '^  Gladiator "  upon 
the  English  stage;  and  that,  if  we  could  only  divest  our- 
sd-ves  of  national  prejudices,  he  must  succeed,  for  the 
play  was  so  admirably  written  and  so  excellently  per- 
formed! But  when  I  asked  him,  a  few  evenings  after- 
wards, to  accompany  me  to  see  young  Kean  in  the  part  of 
Cloten,  in  Cymbehne,  which  he  was  performing  for  the 
benefit  of  an  American  actor,  and  was  received  by  the 
audience  in  a  most  flattering  manner,  he  declined  in  the 
following  words:  ''No;  I  make  it  a  point  never  to  see 
any  thing  English,  only  what  is  truly  American,  per- 
formed." 
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CHAPTER  III. 


Tho'  no  proud  gates,  with  China's  tau|^ht  to  vie 

Magnificently  useless  strike  the  eye : 

What  tho'  no  arch  of  triumph  is  assign'd 

To  laureU'd  pride,  whose  sword  has  thinn'd  mankind? 

Lo  structures  mark  the  charitable  soil 
For  casual  ill,  maim'd  valour,  feeble  toil. 
Worn  ont  with  care,  infirmity,  and  age. 
The  life  here  entering,  quitting  there  the  stage. 


Savage. 


I  NOW  commenced  visiting  all  the  public  institutions.  Of 
charitable  societies  the  number  is  amazing;  probably  no 
city  in  the  world,  of  the  same  population^  possesses  an 
equal  number.  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  it  deserves  its 
name,  of  ^'  Philadelphia ; "  there  are  upwards  of  thirty 
humane  institutions  and  societies  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  and  orphans,  besides  above  150  mutual  benefit 
societies,  on  the  principle  of  the  English  dubs;  being 
associations  of  tradesmen  and  artisans  for  the  support  of 
each  other  in  sickness,  each  member  contributing  monthly 
or  weekly  a  small  sum  to  the  general  fund.  Of  the  public 
institutions  the  ^^  Pensylvania  Hospital''  is  on  the  most 
extensive  scale.  It  is  situated  in  a  central  part  of  the 
city,  near  Washington  Square,  and  was  founded  eighty- 
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be  accomplished,  would  be  a  temptation  to  designing 
men  to  secure  the  control  in  their  own  hands,  by 
monopolizing  the  remaining  stock;  and  thus  would 
there  be  the  danger  of  the  President  and  Directors  being 
able  to  elect  themselves  from  year  to  year,  and  manage  the 
whole  concerns  of  the  bank,  without  responsibility  or  con- 
trol ;  and  that  great  evils  might  arise  to  the  country  from 
such  a  concentration  of  power,  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
men,  who  were  not  responsible  to  the  people.  Should 
the  stock  of  the  bank  pass  into  the  hands  of  foreigners, 
and  the  United  States  be  at  war  with  their  country, 
their  own  funds  would  be  used  in  support  of  the  hostile 
fleets  and  armies. — ^The  President  then  recommends  a 
bank  purely  American,  and  thinks  it  would  be  expedient 
to  prohibit  the  sale  of  its  stock  to  foreigners,  under 
penalty  of  absolute  forfeiture;  he  says,  too,  that  it  is 
no  argument  in  fiivour  of  rechartering  the  bank,  ''that 
the  calling  in  its  loans  will  produce  great  distress;  for, 
if  it  has  been  well  managed,  the  pressure  will  be  light 
in  winding  up  the  concerns;  and,  if  badly  managed, 
the  severity  of  the  pressure  will  be  the  fault  of  the 
bank,  and  it  must  be  responsible ;  and  that,  if  it  produce 
distress,  it  will  furnish  a  reason  against  renewing  a 
power  which  has  been  so  obviously  abused."  From 
the  day  this  veto  was  issued,  the  popular  cry  became, 
''Down  with  the  bank,  and  no  English  lords,  or  monied 
aristocracy.'' 


£ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


No  eye  bath  seen  such  scarcrows !     I  would  not  march  through 

Coventry  with  them,  that's  flat 

Shakspxarb. 

He  feeds  yon  ahns-house,  neat,  but  void  of  state. 
Where  age  and  want  sit  smiling  at  the  gate ; 
Him  portion*d  maids,  apprenticed  orphans,  blest. 
The  young  who  labour,  aod  the  old  who  rest. 


Pops. 


As  he  passed  by  Coldbath  Fields,  he  saw 

A  solitary  cell — 
And  the  Devil  was  charm'd,  for  it  gave  him  a  hint 

For  improving  the  prisons  of  hell. 


PORSON. 


The  Philadelphians^  and  I  think  I  may  include  the 
Americans  in  general,  have  a  great  rage  for  playing  at 
soldiers,  and  fondness  for  military  display:  scarcely  a 
day  elapsed  on  which  I  did  not  see  either  the  Jackson 
Guards,  Hibernian  Greens,  Washington  Greys,  Philadel- 
phia Blues,  or  some  such  named  troops,  parading  with 
bands  of  music  up  one  street  and  down  another,  until 
they  had  run  nearly  the  gauntlet  of  the  whole  city,  when 
they  were  dismissed.  There  was  nothing  objectionable 
in  their  appearance  as  volunteers,  for  all  were  particu- 
larly well  clothed,  with  clean  and  neat  accoutrements; 
and,  as  to  stature,  many  were  exceedingly  fine-looking 
companies ;  but  although  they  could  keep  step  in  march- 
ing, diminish  their  front  in  a  narrow  part  of  the  street. 
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and  whed  to  the  right  and  left  at  the  comers  tolerably 
well,  yet  the  words  of  command  which  were  frequently 
given  savoured  but  little  of  a  military  education,  or  as 
if  much  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  study  of  the 
evolutions.  They  have  also  a  singular  custom  (certainly 
well  adapted  for  keeping  up  a  feeling  of  good  will  be- 
tween different  States)  of  entire  companies  visiting  each 
other;  and  they  are  frequently  put  to  considerable  ex- 
pense in  providing  for  visitors  upon  so  extensive  a  scale. 
I  saw  a  company  of  the  State  Fencibles  about  seventy 
strong,  with  a  negro  band  of  music  at  their  head,  leave 
Philadelphia  on  a  visit  to  some  Boston  troops  at  the 
distance  of  three  hundred  miles,  where  they  would  be 
most  hospitably  treated,  and  live  at  the  expense  of  those 
to  whom  the  visit  was  made.  The  Bostonians  would 
probably  in  the  course  of  the  summer  return  the  com- 
pliment in  due  form.  It  may  be  supposed  that  these 
visits  create  a  great  stir  in  the  city;  one  company  es- 
corts another  into  the  place,  and  several  others  accom- 
pany it  to  see  the  different  sights;  their  bands  give 
the  citizens  a  musical  treat  at  the  theatre;  and  the 
corps  have  more  marching  and  parading,  in  a  ten  days' 
losit,  than  a  r^ment  of  the  line  would  have  to  under- 
go in  a  whole  month  of  peaceable  times.  When  th6 
State  Fencibles  embarked  on  board  the  steamer  which 
was  to  convey  them  forty  miles  up  the  Delaware,  the 
vessels  at  anchor,  the  wharfs,  streets,  and  houses  were 
filled  with  spectators,  who,  as  the  steamer  pushed  off, 
and  the  band  struck  up  the  national  air  of  ^^  Yankee 
Doodle,"  gave  three  such  exhilarating  cheers  that  a  per- 
son might  have  ima^ned  the  detachment  was  proceed- 
ing upon  some  dangerous  expedition,  instead  of  a  feast- 
ing  and    sight-seeing    visit    to    their    brethren    'Mown 

E  2 
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East/'  These  Tolunteer  corps  are  composed  of  respect* 
able  young  men,  who  form  themsdves  into  companies, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  being  called  out  to  the 
militia  trainings,  which  take  place  annually,  and  whidi 
are  generally  much,  more  ludicrous  than  is  represented  even 
in  England,  and  where  the  citizen  soldiers  learn  mote 
that  woidd  unfit  them  for  actual  service,  in  one  training, 
than  six  months'  severe  good  drill  would  break  them 
of.  The  system  is  altogether  deprecated  by  every  rea* 
sonable  man  in  the  United  States;  and  all  exertions 
are  made  to  cast  ridicule  upon,  and  bring  it  into  dis- 
repute. One  man  will  appear  upon  parade  with  a  top* 
boot  on  one  leg,  a  silk  stocking  on  the  other,  and  a 
broom-rstick  over  his  shoulder;  while  his  rear-rank  man 
has  one  arm  labelled  ^^  right,"  the  other  '^  left,"  a  wooden 
sword,  a  pair  of  green  spectacles,  and  no  coat.  The  offi* 
cers  being  appointed  by  votes,  an  ostler  at  a  small 
tavern  in  Philadelphia  bore  the  high  commission  of 
Colonel,  and  was  carried  about  the  coimtry  in  a  raree** 
show,  as  the  gallant  Colonel  Pluck.  A  regiment  also 
appeared  in  New  York,  clothed  in  every  imaginable 
costume,  from  a  bare-legged  Highlander  down  to  the 
turbanned  Turk.  Some  poor  man,  however,  had  a  greater 
martinet  for  a  captain  than  is  generally  the  ease,  and 
was  ordered  off  parade  to  change  his  dress,  and  return 
properly  equipped,  ^^  which  order  (to  use  the  man's  own 
words)  he  considered  unmilitary  and  illegal,  and  there- 
fore respectfully  declined  to  obey."  For  this  act  of 
insubordination  he  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars,  and,  in  defiiuk 
thereof,  to  be  imprisoned.  He  chose  the  latter  altem»-> 
tive:  and  from  his  place  of  confinement  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  public,  in  which,  after  a  statement  of  his 
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casCi  he  thus  describes  his  dress: — ^^'It  was  proved  to 
the  Ckmrt  that  my  equipments  were  strictly  according 
to  law— ihat  I  had  an  ordinary  powder-horn,  but  whkh 
tibe  Captain  stated  was  too  large  for  a  musket — ^that 
my  dress  was  as  follows: — ^A gentleman's  ordinary  hair- 
cloth cap — a  jmir  of  common  spectacles — an  ordinary 
gray  mixed  doth  coat,  which  I  usually  wore  in  the 
store  in  which  I  am  (or  I  should  say  was)  a  derk — a 
paper  collar,  instead  of  a  linen  or  cotton  one,  and  of  the 
ordinary  and  usual  size,  and  no  larger — a  common  vest 
^-a  pair  of  brown  drilling  pantaloons,  my  stockings 
ifaawn  over  instead  of  under  the  pantaloons — and  shoes 
tied  with  a  string.  The  Court  imposed  a  fine  of  ten 
dollars,  which,  considering  to  be  illegal  and  oppressive, 
and  knowing  it  to  be  unjust,  I  will  not  have  extorted 
firom  me ;  and,  for  so  declining  to  surrender  my  right  as 
a  citizen,  I  am  now  imprisoned,  whether  legally  or  not 
may  hereafter  appear ;  for  I  consider  it  virtually  a  law- 
less and  ruthless  violation,  not  only  of  my  own,  but  of 
the  personal  rights  and  personal  Uberty  of  every  citizen 
of  this  State."  It  is  rather  singular  that  the  Government 
have  not  long  since  dispensed  with  such  a  system ;  for, 
so  long  as  it  continues  in  vogue,  they  can  scarcely 
hope  to  see  any  thing  but  moimtebanks  in  place  of  ef- 
fective soldiers.  The  officers  of  the  volunteer  compa- 
nies are  also  elected  by  vote,  and  such  as  the  following 
is  a  common  advertisement: — 

**  Jackson  Guards^ — Attention  ! — ^You  will  parade, 
completely  equipped,  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  front  of  the  Napoleon  House :  each  man  provided 
with  thirteen  rounds  blank  cartridge.  After  parade,  an 
election  will  take  place  for  one  Ueutenant-colonel  and 
one  captain.'^ 
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On  my  way  to  the    office  of  a  lail-road^  which  was 
opened  on  the  7th  of  June^  between  the  city  and  Ger- 
man Town^  six  miles  distant,  I  witnessed  a  most  extrar 
ordinary  mode  of  selling  the  stock  in   some  new  bank. 
It  was  a  scene  worthy  of  St.  Giles's  or  Billingsgate ;  and 
such   as   I    should  never    have  expected  to   see  in   the 
quiet  city  of  Philadelphia.    The  manner  in  which  it  was 
disposed  of  was  as  follows :  the  sellers  were  in  a  house, 
with  a  small  aperture   in  a   window-shutter,  only  suffi- 
ciently large  to  admit  a  man's  hand,  and  through  which 
he  delivered  his  money ;  but  having  received  his  scrip, 
after  a  lapse  of  some  time,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
withdraw  through  the  crowd  of  purchasers ;  no  one  would 
make  way,  lest  he  should  thereby  lose  his  chance  of  ever 
gaining  the  window.     The  only  plan  then  was,  that  one 
of  his  friends  threw  him   the  end  of  a  rope,   which  he 
fastened  round    his   body,  and  part   of  the    mob,    who 
came    as  mere   lookers-on,    dragged   him  out  by  main 
strength,  frequently  with  the  loss  of  the  better   half  of 
his  apparel.     Many  had,  however,  come  prepared  for  the 
worst,  by  leaving  their  coats,  shirts,  and  hats,  at  home. 
It  was  here  that  the  strongest  went  to  the  wall,  and  various 
were  the  schemes  adopted  to  keep  possession.    One  fel- 
low had  very  knowingly  brought  a  gimlet  with  him,  and, 
boring  it  into  the  shutter,  held  on  with  one  hand,  while 
he  fought  most  manfully  with  the  other!     A  bystander 
told  me  that  a  large  party  had  leagued  together  for  mu- 
tual support,  and  taken   possession  of  the   window  the 
preceding  evening;  but  that  a  stronger  one  attacked  them 
in   the   morning,  and  drove  them  from   their  position, 
though  not  without  several  heads,  arms,  and  legs,  being 
broken  in  the  affiray.    It  appeared,  therefore,  that  the  only 
chance  a  peaceable  citizen  had  of  obtaining  any  stock  was 
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to  hire  the  greatest  biully  he  oould  find  to  fight  his  bat- 
tles for  him.  This  scene  continued  throughout  three 
days;  and,  besides  many  severe  and  dangerous  wounds 
which  were  inflicted  in  the  contest,  one  man  was  killed. 
In  consequence,  however,  of  this  and  similar  disturb- 
ances, meetings  of  respectable  citizens  were  held,  to 
devise  means  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  them  on  like 
occasions;  and,  as  an  additional  proof  that  they  were 
ashamed  of  those  proceedings,  one  of  them  expressed 
a  hope  ''that  I  had  not  witnessed  a  sale  of  bank? 
stock."  Pursuing  my  way  to  the  rail-road,  I  overheard 
a  bricklayer  call  out  from  his  kiln  to  another  at  some 
distance,  ''I  say  Jem,  Bob  '11  have  a  blow-out  to-mor- 
row." *'  Why  ?  how  ?"  "  He's  gone  to  buy  stock,  and 
he'll  work  his  way  amongst  them,  I  know."  I  had  been 
detained  so  long,  that  I  did  not  arrive  at  the  railway 
until  two  minutes  past  nine,  and  the  car  had  started 
as  the  clock  struck;  so  I  passed  the  two  hours,  until 
the  departure  of  the  next  train,  by  walking  out  mto 
the  country.  It  was  the  first  time  I  had  well  examined 
any  American  fanning,  which,  to  an  Englishman's  eye, 
appears  to  great  disadvantage.  To  this  effect,  the  sub- 
stitution of  zig-zag,  or,  as  they  term  them,  worm  fences 
of  dead  wood,  ijastead  of  the  neat  quickset  hedges  of 
English  husbandry,  does  not  a  little  contribute. 

Locomotive  engines  had  not  been  introduced,  and  horse 
oars  were  substituted  until  the  railway  should  be  com- 
pleted, a  single  road  only  being  at  present  finished; 
but  many  hundreds  of  workmen,  principally  Irish,  were 
esii|)ik>yed  in  laying  an  additional  one :  the  castings  were 
inqported  firom  England,  and  the  chairs  were  firmly 
fastened  into  blocks  of  gray  granite,  the  foundation  being 
well  secured  by  a  trendi  of  thirty  inches  filled  with  Mac- 
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adamiBed  stones,  well  rammed  down;  and  where  any 
rails  appeared  to  give  way,  or  start  out  from  each 
other,  those  opposite  were  connected  with  them  by  a 
rod  of  iron,  and  gravel  ovwUdd.  The  highest  embank- 
ment on  the  road  was  forty  perpendicular  feet,  and  the 
<Hily  very  heavy  work  was  the  blasting  a  ridge  of  gra-^ 
nite,  through  which  we  passed,  four  miles  firom  the  city. 
The  carriage  ran  remarkably  easy,  and,  though  carrying 
twenty  passengers  (and  calculated  to  hold  forty),  the 
horse  took  it  the  six  miles  in  forty  minutes,  the  road 
rising  thirty-two  feet  per  mile  throughout  the  distance. 
The  usual  contrivance  of  a  lever  to  regulate  the  speed 
of  the  carriages  was  used,  having  a  brush  at  the  lower 
end  for  the  purpose  of  sweeping  the  rail  before  the 
wheel.  A  busy  scene  presented  itself  at  the  place  where 
the  cars  stopped,  on  the  edge  of  a  wood,  half  a  mile 
firom  German  Town.  A  large  concourse  of  molasses- 
beer  and  oyster  sellers  had  established  themselves  under 
the  trees;  several  frame-houses  were  erecting  for  the 
sale  of  egg-nog  and  mint  julaps;  and  land,  which  had 
been  of  little  value  a  twelvemonth  before,  was  now  let- 
ting at  half  a  dollar  per  foot,  per  month.  German  Town 
is  a  straggling  place,  three  miles  in  length,  and  inter- 
spersed with  gardens  and  orchards,  which  give  it  rather 
the  appearance  of  a  laige  village*  It  was  here  that  Wash- 
ington eiqperienced  a  repulse  in  his  attack  upon  an  Eng- 
lish division,  in  1777-  I  walked  through  a  large  stone 
house,  the  property  of  Mr.  Chew,  which  was  the  prin- 
cipal scene  of  action,  and  most  gallantly  defended  by  five 
companies  of  the  40th  raiment,  under  Colonel  Musgrave, 
against  incessant  attacks  of  an  American  coluam,  under 
General  Sullivan.  It  stands  on  a  rising  ground,  about 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  main   road,  and  still  bears 
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marks  of  the  light  artillery,  which  was  brought  to  bear 
upon  it.  I  addressed  myself  to  a  man  who  appeared  to 
have  been  left  in  charge  of  the  house,  by  the  propria* 
tor ;  bnt  he  answered  me  so  cooUy,  and  appeared  so  little 
inclined  to  give  any  information,  that  I  tamed  away,  and 
commenced  a  conversation  with  his  wife,  who  volunteered 
to  show  me  through  the  building,  and  pointed  out  the 
grave  of  the  English  General  Agnew,  in  front  of  die 
stables,  near  which  lay  also  several  ornamental  statuesy 
which  had  lost  heads  or  arms  during  the  fight. 

We  were  only  thirty  minutes  returning  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  a  great  concourse  of  people  had  assembled^ 
to  witness  the  arrival  of  the  cars,  it  being  the  first  road 
of  the  description  which  had  been  opened  near  the  city. 

The  Americans,  particularly  in  that  portion  of  the 
country  which  gives  birth  to  the  Yankees,  have  acquired 
a  reputation  for  loquacity  and  inquisitiveness,  which 
does  not  extend  to  the  Philadelphians,  who  appear 
rather  to  inherit  the  Quaker  tacituniity ;  for,  during  the 
first  three  days  I  was  at  the  hotel,  not  a  single  indivi- 
dual addressed  a  word  to  me  at  table.  All  were  too 
busy  to  ask  questions,  or  to  pay  the  slightest  attention 
to  any  one's  wants  but  their  own ;  as  they  ate,  so  they 
departed  in  silence.  At  last,  fearing  I  should  lose  the 
use  of  my  tongue,  I  took  courage  on  the  fourth  day, 
and  made  some  common*place  observation  to  a  dark, 
stout  man  who  sat  next  to  me^  and  who  always  had  an 
English-looking  pointer  under  his  chair.  Judging  of 
liie  master  by  his  dog,  I  immediately  decided  he  must 
be  a  countryman ;  but  no !  he  could  speak  En^h  but 
very  imperfectly,  and  as  he  doled  out  to  me  a  long 
story  in  pitiful  accents,  about  his  losing  1500  dollars  the 
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pgceoeding  day,  I  knew  lum  to  be  Monsieur  Chabert  the 
fire-king,  having  read  an  advertisement  in  the  papers 
offering  500  dollars  reward  for  the  recovery  of  the  stolen 
property.  I  went  the  same  evening  to  the  Masonic  Hall, 
a  room  of  noble  dimensions,  lighted  by  gas,  from  private 
works,  to  witness  his  performance;  the  attendance  was 
very  thin,  and  the  audience  appeared  to  take  very  little 
interest  in  his  lecture  upon  the  various  qualities  of 
poisons,  and  the  impunity  with  which  a  large  quantity 
might  be  taken,  provided  the  antidote  followed  imme- 
diately; for  all  talked  inoeissantiy.  They  were  more 
attentive  when  he  commenced  drinking  the  poisons, 
passing  red-hot  bars  of  iron  over  his  tongue,  swallowing 
oil  heated  to  S80  degrees,  Fahrenheit,  and  burning  a 
doak  off  his  back,  by  entering  a  temple  in  which  300 
cartridges  exploded.  Shouts  of  laughter  accompanied 
die  awkward  attempts  of  some  few  aspirants  to  perform 
the  same  feats. 

The  historical  compositions  upon  many  of  the  signs 
cEsplayed  over  the  small  inns,  in  the  suburbs  near 
Kensington,  were  painted  in  no  ordinary  style,  and 
numerous  groups  were  introduced  in  the  subjects,  in 
quite  an  artist-Hke  and  classical  style,  such  as  in 
**The  Landing  of  Columbus  in  the  New  World; 
Washington  crossing  the  Delaware  on  the  25th  of 
December  1776:  the  Surrender  of  Lord  Comwallis,  and 
Penn's  treaty  with  the  Indians,"  which  was  very  near 
the  spot  where  the  elm-tree  stood  under  which  the 
treaty  was  made.  The  tree,  which  measured  twenty-four 
feet  in  circumference,  was  blown  down  a  few  years  since, 
and  a  small  marble  obelisk  now  marks  the  spot  where 
it  stood.    It  is  within  thirty  yards  of  the  Delaware,  and 


A  BUBAL.TBRN*S   FURLOUGH.  59 

an  inscription  upon  it  gives  the  date  of  Penn's  bktb^ 
and  death,  the  fonner  in  1644,  and  the  latter  in  17IB, 
and  on  the  other  sides 


Tmt>>  ground 

of 
William  Penn, 

and  the 

Indiao  Nadres, 

1683. 


a 


Uabn^en  &ith/' 


Pennajlvania, 

founded 

1681, 

by  deeds  of  Peace. 

Penn's   name  is  sufficiently  immortalised ;   but   I  think 

one  slight  shade  is  drawn  over  his  fame,  by  his  having 

deserted  the  infant  city  two  years  after  the  first  house 

was    built,    and    returned   to    England,  where   he   died. 

Had  his  plan  but  been  rigidly  adhered  to,  there  would 

have  been  none   of  those  mean-looking  houses  on   the 

water  front.      By   singular    good    chance,  however,  his 

original  intention  bids   fair    to    be    carried    into   effect. 

An   eccentric,  but  public-spirited  man,  Stephen  Girard, 

a  wealthy    banker,    whose    sentiments    appear  to   have 

been  in  accordance  with  the  founder's,  having  lately  died, 

bequeathed  an  immense  sum  for  the  express  purpose  of 

beautifying  the  city.    The  history  of  this  man,  who  died 

one  of  the  wealthiest  private  individuals  in  the  world, 

is    very   remarkable.     It   appears    that   he  was  bom   at 

Bourdeaux,  in   France,  about  1746,  and  at  the  age  of 

fourteen   sailed  for  the  West   Indies,   as    a   cabin-boy. 

Thence  he  traded   for    several  years  to  New  York,  as 

mate  of  a  vessel ;  and  soon  afler  settled  in  Philadelphia, 

where,  at  the   conclusion   of  the  revolutionary  war,  he 
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ktpt  a  small  riiop ;  dealing  in  old  naval  stores,  such  as 
iron,  rigging,  &c. ;  and  his  small  frame-house  was  sitnated 
on  the  same  spot  that  the  elegant  mansion  in  which  he 
died  now  occupies.  At  times  he  was  engaged  as  a 
pedlar,  journeying  up  and  down  the  country  to  farm- 
houses, and  disposing  of  groceries,  and  ready-made 
clothing,  returning  to  the  city  when  his  stock  was 
exhausted;  and  by  degrees  amassed  such  a  sum  of 
money,  that  he  ranked  as  one  of  the  first  merchants  in 
the  city.  At  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  in  1810,  he  established  a  private 
bank,  the  capital  of  which  in  a  few  years  was  augmented 
to  five  millions  of  dollars.  From  this  circumstance^ 
and  from  taking  a  loan  of  five  millions  during  the  late 
war,  receiving  100  seven  per  cent,  stock  for  70,  with  a 
fortunate  speculation  in  the  stock  of  the  present  bank 
of  the  United  States,  his  wealth  increased  to  so  vast 
an  extent,  that  at  his  death  it  was  estimated  at  fourteen 
millions  of  dollars  (three  millions  sterling),  the  whole  of 
which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  legacies  to  his  brother, 
and  nieces,  amounting  to  140,000  dollars,  and  small 
anntdties  to  his  servants,  he  bequeathed  to  the  dijBTerent 
charitable  institutions,  towards  the  improvement  of 
Philadelphia,  and  New  Orleans,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  college  in  the  former  city,  for  the  residence 
and  accommodation  of  at  least  three  hundred  scholars. 
In  his  will  he  prescribes  the  dimensions  of  the  various 
rooms,  and  that  the  building  ^  shall  be  at  least  110  feet 
east  and  west,  and  IGO  north  and  south;  shall  be 
three  stories  in  height,  and  each  story  at  least  15  feet 
high  in  the  dear,  firom  the  floor  to  the  cornice,  and  that 
it  shall  be  fire-proof  inside  and  outside,  and  no  wood 
used  except  for  doors,  windows,  and  shutters ;  the  floors 
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and  landings,  as  well  as  the  roof^  to  be  covered  whh 
marble  slabs>  securely  laid  in  mortar/'  For  the  building 
and  establishment  of  this  college,  he  bequea&ed  two 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  income  of  so  mudi  of  it-  as 
r^nained  unexpended  was  directed  to  maintain  as  many 
poor  white  orphans,  between  the  age  of  six  and  ten 
years,  as  it  was  adequate  to*  It  was  also  ordered  that 
they  should  be  instructed  in  the  various  brandies  o£  a 
sound  education,  in  the  French  and  Spanish  (not  forbid* 
ding,  but  not  rec(Mnmending  the  Latin  or  Greek)  lan- 
guages; and  it  was  stated,  that  he  would  have  them 
taught  ''facts  and  things,  rather  than  words  €md  signs  ;** 
and  that  after  they  had  attained  the  ages  between 
fourteen  and  eighteen,  they  should  be  bound  out  to 
suitable  occupations,  according  to  their  capacities*  He 
also  enjoins  and  requires  that  ''no  ecclesiastic,  mis- 
sionary, or  minister  of  any  sect  whatsoever,  should  ever 
hold  or  exerdse  any  station  or  duty  whatever  in  the  said 
cpllq;e;  nor  should  any  such  person  ever  be  admitted  for 
any  purpose^  or  as  visitor,  within  the  premises  appro-* 
priated  to  the  purposes  of  the  said  college."  But,  in 
making  this  restriction,  he  states  that  he  does  not  mean 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  any  sect  whatsoever;  but  aa 
there  is  such  a  multitude  of  sects,  and  diversity  of  opinion 
among  thjem,  it  is  lus  desire  that  the  tender  minds  of  the 
oiphans  should  be  free  £rom  the  excitement  whidi  dash- 
ing doctrines,  and  sectarian  controversy,  are  apt  to  pro^ 
duce ;  and  it  is  his  desire  that  the  instructors  of  the  ool- 
1^  ahould  'm$tiX  into  their  minds  ''  tie  purest  principles 
of  morafitjf;  so  that^  on  their  entrance  into  life,  they  may, 
from  inislinatian  and  haiii,  evince  ienevoknce  towards 
their  felfow-creaturest  and  a  love  of  tmth%  sobriety ^  and 
industry f  adopting  at  the  same  time  auch  religious  teneta 


62  A  bubaltsrn's  furlough. 

as  their  matured  reason  may  enable  diem  to  prefer.*'    If 
the  two  millions  of  doUais  were  insufficient  for  building 
the  ooU^fe,  and  maintaining  as  many  orphans  as  might 
apply  for  admission,  he  left  a  farther  legacy  for  that  pur- 
pose*     He  also  bequeathed    half  a  million  of  ddlars, 
the  income  of  which  was  to  be  applied  exclusively  for 
laying  out  a  street,  to  be  called  Delaware  Avenue,  along 
the  heads  of  the  docks  in  front  of  the  city,  and  for  puUing 
down  all  buildings  between  it  and  the  water,  within  the 
limits  of  the  city;  to  remove  all  wooden  bmldings,  and 
to  prohibit  any  being   built   hereafter  within   the  said 
limits :  his  intention  being  to  make  that  part  of  the  city 
oorrespond  better  with  the  appearance  of  the  interior; 
and,  in  case  the  C!ommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  Ailed  to 
pass  the  laws,  i^th  regard  to  the  improvements  he  re- 
quired, before  the  expiration  of  a  year  from  the  time  of 
his  death,  the  whole  bequest,  excepting  that  for  the  col- 
lie, should  revert  to  the  United  States  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  navigation,  **  and  no  other/*    When  I  arrived 
in  the  city,  all  the  necessary  laws  had  been  passed;  and 
a  fine  of  500  dollars  was  to  be  imposed  upon  any  one 
who  built  a  frame  or  wooden  house  within  the  limits. 
Preparations  had  also  commenced  for  building  the  college, 
widening  the   streets  near  the  river,  and  in  every  way 
complying  with  the  testator's  will. 

The  following  Sunday  I  was  more  fortunate  in  the 
weather,  and  attended  divine  service  at  Christ  Church, 
one  of  the  neatest  religious  edifices  in  the  city.  But 
every  thing  appeared  new  and  strange  to  me— there  was 
no  derk,  and  the  congregation  read  the  responses  aloud. 
The  service,  too,  like  the  interior  of  the  State  House,  had 
been  modernized,  and  had  been  deprived  of  much  of  its 
solemnity,  in  my  opinion,  by  being  rendered  into  fami- 
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Uarly  modem  KngHsh.  EmU^nstic  of  the  oountiy,  every 
thing  old  was  disisarded.  A  gentlemant  who  sat  near  me^ 
Terf  deliberately  rose  from  his  seat^  and  walked  across 
the  aisle  to  the  occupant  of  another  pew,  with  whom  he 
shook  hands,  sat  down,  and,  after  oonversing  with  him  foK 
some  TOimit4^^  resumed  his  own  seat«  I  o^ght  to  state, 
however,  that  this  was  the  only  instance  of  such  dis* 
respectful  conduct  which  came  under  my  observation: 
the  Americans  in  general  being  very  attentive  to  tbeis 
religious  duties,  and  scrupulously  respectful  of  the  de- 
votion of  their  neighbours.  The  number  of  religioua 
sects  in  Philadelphia  is  sudi,  that  Girard's  ooUeg^  would 
have  barely  contained  a  representative  finom  each  deno* 
mination.  There  are  no  fewer  than  nine  Protestant  epis* 
copal  churches;  four  Roman  Catholie;  nineteen  Presby- 
terian; one  Soots*  Presbyterian;  ten  Methodists;  three 
Reformed  Duteh;  six  Baptists;  five  German  Lutheran; 
six  Quakers;  one  Free  Quakers;  oi^  Covenanters;  two 
German  Reformed ;  two  Universalists ;  two  Synagogues; 
one  Bible  Christian;  one  Mariners'  Churdi;  one  Sweden- 
boigian;  ten  Unitarians;  one  Moravian;  one  Menonists, 
or  Dunkers;  one  Swedish  Lutheran;  one  Mount  Zion; 
in  addition  to  these,  the  Evangelical  Society  have  erected 
four  in  the  suburbs.  None  of  them  are  remarkable  for 
their  exterior  beauty,  but  are  generally  so  plain  as  scarcely 
to  be  distinguished  from  private  dwelling-houses. 

The  markets  are  excellent;  particularly  one  long  range 
of  buildings  in  High  Street,  up  the  centre  of  which  it 
extends  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile*  They  are  a 
perfect  pattern  of  neatness,  though  not  to  be  compared 
in  grandeur  or  convenience  to  that  at  Liverpool,  being 
merely  roofs  supported  on  brick  pillars,  with  a  single  row 
of  stalls  on  each  side  of  the  passage ;  yet  the  most  delioate 
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lady  might  walk  at  any  time  of  day  firom  one  to  the  other 
end  without  inoonvenienoe  or  annoyance.  It  is  consi- 
dered the  best  beef  market  in  the  Union^  and  is  well 
supplied  with  firuit  and  vegetables  of  every  description, 
excepting  Irish  potatoes,  a  good  bushel  of  which,  coming 
direct  from  Europe,  is  considered  no  mean  present  I 
think  that  I  scarcely  ever  tasted  a  good  potato  any  where 
south  of  New  York.  The  costume  of  the  butchers  (white 
coats  and  aprons)  is  much  cleanlier  looking,  and  more  be- 
coming, than  the  dirty  blue  of  the  English  knights  of  the 
cleaver  and  hatchet. 

The  r^ularity  of  the  streets  much  pleased  me  upon 
first  landing;  but,  after  I  had  gained  some  little  experi- 
ence by  a  week's  hard  walking,  I  began  to  look  iq)on 
them  as  rather  monotonous,  and  to  wish  that  there  was 
more  than  a  solitary  crooked  one.  The  city  occupies  the 
space  of  ground  between  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  rivers, 
which  are  about  two  miles  apart;  all  the  streets  running 
from  the  former  to  the  latter,  due  east  and  west,  are,  with 
the  exception  of  High  Street,  named  after  various  trees. 
There  are  but  eight  of  them,  and  their  names  may  be 
formed  into  the  couplet  of 

Sassafras,  Cedar,  Chesnut,  Vine, 
Mulberry^  Spruce,  High,  Walnut,  Pine  ; 


r    »•  ^ 


while  those  again  which  cross  them  at  right  angles,  run- 
ning due  north  and  south,  are  numbered  £rom  the  rivers 
up  to  Broad  Street,  which  divides  the  city  into  two  un- 
equal parts,  there  being  thirteen  streets  between  it  and 
the  Delaware,  and  only  dght  between  it  and  the  Schuyl- 
kill. The  city  is  consequently  chequered,  as  it  were,  like 
a  chess-board,  by  these  divisions  and  subdivisions;  the 
squares   (as  the  inhabitants  term  them)  being  solid,  or 
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blocks  of  buildings.  This  r^ularity,  however,  is  very 
convenient  for  a  stranger ;  and,  if  he  only  knows  the  points 
of  the  compass,  it  is  impossible  he  can  lose  his  way ;  but, 
without  that,  he  would  have  as  much  difficulty  in  finding 
his  hotel,  as  a  mariner  would  in  finding  his  port  without 
knowing  its  bearings.  It  puzzled  me  a  good  deal  at  first ; 
for,  if  I  asked  any  one  the  way  to  such  a  place,  the  answer 
was  invariably  some  such  as  '^  Go  four  squares  higher  up, 
and  you  will  find  it  on  the  west  side  of  north  thirteenth, 
next  to  Sassafras."  "Thank  you,"  said  I,  "for  the  in- 
formation— ^west  side  of  north  thirteenth,  next  to  Sassa- 
fi-as ! "  how  concise !  I  had  then  to  box  the  compass ;  and, 
after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  hot  walking,  began  to  despair 
of  finding  the  spot;  so,  inquiring  again,  would  discover 
that  I  was  not  to  search  for  hollow  squares ;  but  that,  if 
I  returned,  I  should  find  the  place  on  the  west  side  of 
north  thirteenth,  next  to  Race — "  next  to  Race !  why  I 
was  told  but  a  few  minutes  since  that  it  was  next  to  Sas- 
safras/' "Well,  but  they  are  die  same,  I  guess;  only 
Sassafras  is  rather  too  long  a  name."  So  running  down 
the  longitude  of  the  city  again,  until  I  gained  the  required 
latitude  of  13  north,  I  bore  direct  down  the  street,  and 
soon  arrived  at  my  destination ;  thinking  it  strange  that 
they  should  call  a  street  Race,  when  races  were  forbidden 
by  law  in  Pennsylvania. 

Though  the  exterior  appearance  of  the  houses  exceeds 
those  in  English  towns,  from  the  bricks  being  painted  red, 
and  not  dimmed  by  the  black  smoke  of  coal  fires,  while 
the  windows  are  set  off  by  the  smart  green  Venetian  shut- 
ters, yet  the  streets  are  but  badly  paved  and  lighted,  and 
worse  kept  as  to  cleanliness.  I  have  seen  innumerable 
pigs  running  about,  and  rooting,  ad  libitum,  in  the  most 
fashionable  parts  of  the  town;  and  have  been  obliged  to 
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turn  off  the  causeway  into  the  road,  with  danger  of  being 
run  over  by  a  carriage  or  an  equestrian,  because  it  was 
blocked  up  with  piles  of  merchandize  and  empty  chests — 
as  if  the  storekeeper  to  whom  they  belonged  was  proud 
of  making  a  display  that  he  was  a  dealer  on  a  great  scale. 
Day  after  day  would  those  identical  nuisances  be  in  exist- 
ence, and  tolerated  by  the  citizens  as  a  matter  of  course ; 
because,  in  fact,  to  them  it  was  nothing  uncommon — 
quite  an  every-day  sight. 

The  appearance  of  the  two  most  fashionable  squares  is 
much  marred  by  the  position  of  a  prison,  whkh  ocoapies 
nearly  one  side  of  each.  But  the  most  unsightly  building, 
and  that  whidi  is  least  in  accordance  with  the  habits  and 
sentiments  of  most  Ammcans,  as  to  its  interior  economy, 
is  that  Bastile,  the  Penitentiary ;  the  principles  of  whidi 
institution  have  been  so  ably  described  by  former  tra- 
vellers. For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  view  its  lofly 
castellated  walls  and  towers,  loop-holed  windows^  port- 
cullis, and  ponderous  iron-studded  gates,  without  a  shud- 
der at  the  fate  of  its  wretched  inmates.  Whoever  views 
the  estabhshment  will  confess  that  the  Americans  have 
carried  punishment  for  crime  beyond  even  death  itself* 
It  is  strange  that  they  should  hesitate  to  take  away  the 
life  <^  man  for  any  crime  short  of  murder ;  and  yet  should 
inflict  perpetual  solitary  confinement  as  more  lenient; 
condemning  an  unfortunate  being  to  be  for  ever  cut  off 
from  all  intercourse  with  his  fellow-creatures,  debarred 
the  use  of  any  thing  which  might  give  excitement  to  his 
mind,  and  doomed  to  linger  away  year  after  year  in  a 
miserable  existence. 


Unlil  just  Death,  kind  umpire  of  mens'  miseries. 
With  sweet  enlargement  doth  dismiss  Aim." 


I  asked  the  opinion  of  a  keeper  who  had  witnessed  the 
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effects  of  this  system^  and  his  answer  was,  ''  I  would 
sooner  be  hung  twice  over,  sir."  If  ever  the  good  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia  may  expect  a  visit  from  the  shade 
of  the  venerable  founder  of  their  city,  I  should  imagine 
it  will  be  to  express  his  abhorrence  at  an  institution 
worthy  only  of  the  best  days  of  the  Spanish  Inqui- 
sition. 

It  is  said  that  Philadelphia  possesses  more  real  and 
ready  capital,  and  that  the  merchants'  speculations  are 
more  confined  to  the  latter,  than  is  the  case  in  any  other 
city  in  the  States.  The  manufactures  are  extensive,  espe- 
cially the  warping-miUs,  of  which  there  are  upwards  of 
one  hundred  in  the  immediate  vicinity ;  and,  since  wood 
fuel  has  become  more  scarce,  a  great  trade  has  been  car- 
ried on,  up  the  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  rivers,  with  the  coal 
mines,  100  miles  distant.  Though  the  coal  in  summer  is 
seldom  under  seven  dollars,  and  in  winter  upwards  of 
eleven  dollars,  per  ton ;  yet  it  has  almost  superseded  tlie 
use  of  wood,  and  the  demand  even  exceeds  the  supply. 
It  is  of  a  hard  quality,  nearly  as  brilliant  as  glass,  will 
bear  taming,  and  emits  very  little  smoke :  but  that  which 
is  termed  ^*  anthracite''  will  not  blaze  or  bum  easily, 
unless  ESnglish  coal  is  mixed  with  it;  and  this  is  imported 
in  vesseb  from  Liverpool  as  ballast.  Mines  have  been 
opened  only  a  few  years  since  at  Mount  Carbon  and 
Lehigh  and  are  daily  becoming  more  lucrative  and  ex- 
teiisive. 

like  all  American  towns,  Philadelphia  teems  with 
'^ knowledge  for  the  people;"  there  being  eight  daily,  one 
twice-a-week,  and  thirteen  weekly  newspapers;  seven 
monthly,  and  four  quarterly  publications.  Of  the  latter, 
the  American  Review  is  well  edited. 

Altogether,  I  have  seen  but  few  cities  with  which  it  will 
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not  bear  a  comparison ;  and^  in  my  poor  opinion,  it  is  su- 
perior to  all  on  the  continent  of  North  America.  I  could 
not  spare  time  for  more  than  a  ten  days'  residence  there ; 
and,  though  during  that  time  I  did  my  best  to  satisfy  my 
curiosity,  I  regretted  to  leave  it  without  having  seen  all 
I  wished. 
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CHAP.  V. 


Boats,  ships,  barges  mark  the  roughened  stream  : 
This  way  and  that  they  different  points  pursue, 
So  mix  the  motions,  and  so  shifts  the  view. 

Savagb. 

all  *s  still,  as  'ere  began 

The  fight ;  for,  when  it  did,  they  cheered  and  ran. 

Hill. 

Thus  was  Corinth  lost  and  won. 

BrsoN. 


At  six  A.  M.,  on  the  13th  of  June^  I  embarked  in  one 
of  the  ^^  Citizens'  Union  Line"  steamers,  and  proceeded 
down  the  Delaware  at  the  spanking  rate  of  fifteen  knots 
an  hour.  A  few  minutes  after  I  had  been  on  board, 
seeing  a  negro  ringing  a  hand-bell  up  and  down  the  decks, 
and  having  my  eyes  and  ears  open  for  every  thing  new, 
I  walked  towards  him  with  the  expectation  of  acqturing 
some  valuable  information;  when^  with  the  Stentorian 
voice  of  a  town-crier,  he  simg  out,  ^^  Gentlemen  who 
wish  to  take  break&st,  please  walk  to  the  Captain's  office, 
and  take  tickets — also,  pay  their  fare."  There  were  from 
150  to  170  passengers  on  board;  so  I  in  vain  strove  to 
penetrate  the  dense  mass  collected  round  the  small  sentry- 
box  office,  and  therefore  commenced  inspecting  the  various 
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barbers'  shops,  washing-rooms,  dressing-brooms,  and  bar- 
rooms, with  which  the  upper-deck  was  corered.  In  the 
forepart  of  the  vessel,  a  man  had  opened  a  small  shop  for 
the  sale  of  indelible  marking-ink,  with  types  arranged  for 
stamping,  which  appeared  to  be  in  great  request;  while 
in  the  stem  were  a  knot  of  politicians  discussing  the  mmts 
of  the  tariff  bill,  and  poring  for  the  last  news  from  Con- 
gress over  the  morning  papers,  which  they  had  purchased 
from  some  of  the  little  urchins  who  crowd  the  piers  and 
vessels  previous  to  starting.  I  had,  however,  scarcely 
studied  the  various  groups,  or  come  to  any  fixed  deter- 
mination who  and  what  the  principal  orators  were,  judg- 
ing only  from  a  physiognomical  view  of  them,  when  I 
again  heard  the  black  crier  and  his  bell,  with  a  shriller 
and  more  decisive  tone,  screaming  out,  ^'  Gentlemen  a'int 
paid  their  fare  will  please  walk  to  the  Captain's  office!" 
where  I  found  nearly  as  great  a  throng  as  before;  but, 
being  more  persevering  in  my  efforts  to  pierce  a  crowd 
which  reminded  me  of  the  stock-selling  scene,  I  at  last 
obtained  three  scrips  (or  tickets),— one  for  breakfast,  to  be 
returned  when  called  for  at*  table ;  the  second  to  be  ^en 
on  going  ashore;  and  a  third,  I  think,  for  the  nolway 
waggons,  or  the  steam-boat  in  the  Chesapeake. 

The  American  river  steamers  are  noble  vessels,  and,  t^e 
engines  working  upon  deck,  such  ample  accommodation 
is  afforded,  that  between  two  and  three  hundred  pas- 
sengers can  sit  down  to  break&st  in  the  cabin,  which 
extends  from  stem  to  stem,  excepting  a  small  portkm 
panelled  off  in  the  after  part,  which  is  held  aacred  to 
the  ladies  alone,  ^'No  admittance  for  gentlemen"  being 
painted  in  legible  characters  over  the  door.  The  accus- 
tomed shrine  of  Bacchus,  to  which  the  gentlemen  pay 
their  repeated  and  enthusiastic  devotions,  is  exposed  to 
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the  gase  of  all  admuers  at  the  forepart  of  their  cabin. 
No  man  of  course  would  be  so  unconscionable  as  to  ex- 
pect any  thing  approaching  to  comfort  at  the  table  of  a 
steam-boat;  so  I  should  advise  him  to  get  rid  of  his  meals 
as  speediljr  as  posmble,  just  as  he  would  of  any  unpleasant 
duty  whaeh  must  be  performed ;  and  then  let  him  breathe 
the  fresh  air  again  upon  deck,  where^  if  the  beauties  of 
nature  have  no  diarm  for  him,  he  can  pull  out  his  watch 
and  oount  what  number  of  revolutions  the  paddles  per- 
form in  a  minute^  or  work  the  calculation  of  how  many 
knot*  the  vessel  cuts  through  the  water  per  hour*  For 
my  own  part,  I  always  preferred  being  on  deck  on  a  cold 
day,  though  a  shower  of  rain  might  accompany  it^  to  stew- 
ing below  with  150  passengers ;  and  used  often  to  imagine 
what  a  huny  and  scuffle  there  would  be  in  the  cabin,  if 
the  vessd  "  collapsed  its  flue''  (as  the  Americans  would 
say),  or,  in  plain  old  Bnglish,  burst  its  boil^. 

TouduBg  at  the  various  towns  on  the  river's  bank,  to 
had  paasengeirs,  delayed  us  for  a  few  minutes;  but  we 
arrived  at  Newoastle,  thirty-^five  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
in  two  hours  and  a  half.  Stepping  at  that  place  from  the 
vessel  on  to  the  railway,  we  entered  the  several  horse- 
cars,  according  to  the  numbered  tickets  we  had  received 
on  bottrd  the  steamer,  without  any  trouble  about  the  bag- 
gage, which  had  been  placed  in  small  cars  previously  to 
<Mir  leaving  the  vessel,  and  now  followed  us  on  common 
railway  waggons.  The  road  was  but  a  temporarily  built 
one,  being  oonstructed  of  slabs  of  wood  with  a  flat  iron 
rod  nailed  upon  them,  to  withstand  the  friction  of  the 
eanriage  wheels,  the  foundation  being  formed  of  logs  of 
trees  laid  horiaontally,  and  scarcely  substantial  enough  for 
the  locomotive  engines  which  were  to  be  introduced  upon 
it  in  the  course  of  the  summer.    The  country  through 
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which  we  passed  was  very  flat  and  unrnteresting,  with 
scaroely  any  signs  of  population^  and  the  soil  poor  and 
wet.  In  two  hours  we  arriyed  at  Frenchtown,  containing 
two  or  three  straggling  houses  on  the  banks  of  the  Elk ; 
where  again  entering  a  steam-boat,  we  proceeded  down 
the  river^  which  is  so  beset  with  shoals,  that  stakes  and 
the  tops  of  pine-trees  were  stuck  upon  them  for  the 
guidance  of  vessels.  The  country  was  stiU  flat  and  devoid 
of  beauty,  until  we  entered  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  noble 
bay  into  which  the  Susquehanna  pours  its  tributary  waters ; 
when  we  caught  a  passing  glimpse  of  Harford,  some  miles 
up  the  latter ;  and  a  low  distant  range  of  heights  made 
their  appearance,  almost  following  the  course  of  the  Ches- 
apeake. America  may  very  fairly  ky  ckim  to  having 
a  more  variable  climate  than  England;  for  I  often  saw 
the  thermometer  range  30  degrees  in  twenty-four  hours ; 
and  upon  this  day  the  sun  was  so  excessively  hot,  and 
the  glare  upon  the  white-painted  deck  so  painful  to  the 
eyes,  as  well  as  to  the  feet,  that  I  was  obliged  to  take 
shelter  below.  In  Philadelphia^  two  days  previously, 
every  one  was  sitting  at  the  fire. 

'  When  we  quitted  the  Chesapeake,  and  entered  the 
PMapsco  at  North  Point  (where  the  British  anny  landed, 
under  General  Ross,  in  1814),  it  was  so  broad,  that  objects 
on  either  bank  could  be  but  indistinctly  seen.  After 
running  a  few  miles  up  the  latter  river,  we  got  the  first 
sight  of  Baltimore,  situated  on  a  series  of  heights  at  the 
head  of  a  drcular  bay,  with  a  range  of  low  blue  hills  in 
rear  of  it,  and  presenting  a  more  picturesque  appearance 
than  Philadelphia,  being  interspersed  with  many  domes, 
towers,  and  lofty  monuments.  Numerous  pretty  country 
residences,  too,  on  the  rising  ground  in  the  vicinity,  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  dty.     In  front  of  it,  and  about 
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three  miles  distant,  is  Fort  M'Hemy,  on  a  promontory 
formed  by  the  junction  of  another  branch  of  the  Patapsoo. 
It  was  bombarded^  during  the  late  war,  by  the  British 
fleet,  who  received  a  check  there  to  their  farther  advance 
upon  Baltimore,  by  the  ship  channel  being  choked  up  with 
sunken  vessels.  As  the  steamer  passed,  a  small  detach- 
ment of  troops  were  at  dxill  within  the  works,  which  are 
not  in  very  good  repair ;  but  their  use  is  to  be  superseded 
by  an  almost  impregnable  fortress  (according  to  the  de- 
scription given  me),  which  is  erecting  upon  the  Rip  Rap 
shoals,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  at  Fort 
Munro,  on  the  mainland  opposite,  upon  the  construction 
of  which  immense  stmis  of  money  have  been  expended. 
We  arrived  off  the  pier-head  at  three  o'dock,  having  been 
nine  hours  on  tiie  journey  from  Philadelphia,  ninety-five 
miles  distant ;  and  showing  a  porter,  at  his  request,  ^^  the 
location"  of  my  carpet  bag,  I  walked  up  to  the  City 
Hotel,  considered  the  largest  in  the  United  States ;  which, 
though  containing  nearly  two  hundred  apartments,  had  not 
one  single-bedded  room  vacant  until  the  following  day. 
Having  bargained  that  I  should  be  transferred  to  one  on 
the  morrow,  and  that  my  feUow-occupant  for  the  night 
should  be  a  peaceable  man,  I  walked  out  to  view  the  lions 
of  die  city ;  the  very  first  being  in  the  centre  of  a  small 
square  in  front  of  the  hotel ;  namely,  a  white  marble  mo- 
nument, sixty  feet  in  height,  erected  to  the  memory  of 
those  who  fell  in  tiie  defence  of  the  city  at  tiie  battie  of 
NcHTlii  Point,  and  bombardment  of  Fort  M^Henry.  A 
douUe  scroll  entwines  the  fluted  column^  witii  the  names 
of  those  who  fiall  inscribed  upon  it ;  and  in  small  square 
compartments  at  the  base  are  relievos  representing  the 
death  of  General  Ross,  and  the  bombardment  by  the 
British  fleet.     Several    strange    nondescript  animals — a 


74  A    SUBALTBRN's    FUBIiOUOH. 

kind  of  half-Uon  hdf-*eagley  oooupy  the  am^ies  of  die  pe^ 
dfifltal;  and  on  the  smamit  of  die  monmrnent  a  fenrale 
figure,  with  a  wreath  elevated  in  her  right  hand,  represents 
(as  I  imagined)  Fame  crowning  Ae  deeds  of  the  dain. 
The  Americans  point  to  the  monument  as  ereeted  in  oele^ 
braticm  of  a  victory  over  the  English,  to  whom  they  will 
never  allow  a  particle  either  of  honour  or  g^ory ;  but  their 
representatives,  who  fell  back  upon  Baltimore  so  hastily 
from  the  battle  of  North  Point,  could  tell  them  a  far  dif- 
ferent story.  There  is  another  fine  monument  erected 
upon  the  rising  ground,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  city 
to  the  memory  of  Washington,  the  only  one  for  that  pw^ 
pose,  I  believe,  in  the  northem  States.  The  bas-vetiefs 
and  other  decorations  are  not  yet  finished,  for  want  of  the 
necessary  funds.  The  original  inteatian  was,  that  the 
smnmit  should  be  raised  200  feet  fiM>m  the  gvomid,  but  it 
only  attained  the  height  of  178,  including  the  eolossal 
statue  of  Washington,  16^  feet  high.  The  whole  exterior 
is  of  white  marUe,  and  has  already  cost  200,000  doUan* 
Though  the  day  was  yet  exoessively  hot,  I  determined  to 
ascend  the  oolunm ;  and  being  furnished  widi  a  lantern  at 
a  small  house  at  the  base^  there  being  no  loo|p-<holes  to 
admit  light,  I  toiled  with  aching  limbs  up  the  tedious  228 
steps,  and  for  some  time  admired  the  extensive  and  fine 
view  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  surrounding  coumtry^ 

Being  Sinclair's  benefit  night,  I  attended  the  liieatve 
to  witness  the  performance  of  '^  Englishmen  in  India." 
There  was  but  a  thin  audienoe,  and  they  protrtusted  the 
play  in  a  most  wearisome  manner,  by  tiie  firequemt  encores 
they  demanded  of  every  song.  The  news  of  the  r^eetion 
of  the  EngUsh  Reform  Bill  had  been  received  two  or  duree 
days  in  the  eity;  and  also  a  rumour  that  there  was  to  be 
a  creation  of  new  peers  in  order  to  carry  the  measure. 
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Advantage  waa  taken  of  this  circiiinstaiioe  by  some  wag 
in  the  play,  bearing  the  unromantic  name  of  Mr.  Tape, 
who  reoeived  a  long  and  boisterous  round  of  applause  for 
his  ready  wit:  '^You  must  personate  a  Count,''  said 
Lady  Scra(^ ;  ^^Oh,  aye/'  said  the  knight  of  the  thimble ; 
^^one  of  the  new  batch  of  peers  for  the  Reform  BSl,  I 
suppose,  as  Shakspeare  says, 

'  It  wants  a  thorough  reform."* 

Upon  my  return  to  the  inn,  I  entered  my  apartment 
most  cautiously,  lest  I  should  arouse  the  man  of  peace 
from  his  slumbers;  but  it  was  an  unnecessary  precaution; 
for,  although  he  had  been  in  bed  three  hours,  he  had  not 
closed  his  eyes.  I  told  him  it  was  a  great  waste  of  time, 
and  that  he  had  better  haire  attended  the  theatre,  where 
he  might  have  heard  some  exedO^ent  singing,  upon  which 
he  informed  me  that  he  was  a  missionary  from  St.  Kitt's 
in  die  West  Indies,  and  was  now  upon  his  travels  through 
the  United  States  for  ihe  benefit  of  his  health.  He  had 
landed  only  the  preceding  week  at  New  York,  and  gave 
me  a  most  deplorable  account  of  rough  roads,  and  half 
dislocated  bones,  which  he  had  already  met  with  in  his 
journey.  As  I  had  every  prospect  of  undergoing  the 
same,  I  sympathked  with  him  most  sincerely;  and  we 
passed  the  time  away  until  near  dawn  of  day,  expatiating 
upon  die  pleasure  of  speedy  but  easy  traveDing,  and  com- 
paling  the  respective  merits  of  the  East  and  West  Indies. 

The  following  day  I  visited  the  Catiiolic  cathedral,  a 
very  gloomy,  prison-like  piece  of  architecture,  and  about 
which  I  had  the  bad  taste  to  see  notiiing  worthy  of  ad- 
miration, excepting  the  altar,  a  present  from  France. 
The  exterior  of  the  building  bore  such  marks  of  anti- 
quity, and  of  antique  taste,  that  I  imagined  it  must  have 
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been  almost  coeval  with  the  first  setders;  but,'  upon 
inqniiy,  was  mooh  surprised  to  find  that  it  had  only  been 
erected  eighteen  years.  The  lowness  of  the  dome,  in 
proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  cathedral,  and  the  great  want 
of  spacious  windows,  give  it  a  very  heavy  appearance. 
Its  extreme  length  is  190  feet,  by  177  in  breadfdi,  while 
the  height  to  the  summit  of  the  ctobs  is  only  127  fi^et. 
There  are  several  paintings  in  the  interior,  presented  by 
Cardinal  Fesbh  to  the  late  Archbishop  Marshal ;  and  one, 
the  Descent  firom  the  Cross  by  Ftedin  Gueriii^  prtaeaited 
by  Lorna  XVIII.,  possessing  considerably  loove  merit  than 
another  presented  by  Charles  X.  of  France,  representing 
acme  scene  in  the  time  of  the  Crusades,  from  the  bmsh  of 
an  unknown  artist. 

A  Unitarian  church,  in  something  the  same  •stjle  of 
arohitectttre,  is  within  200  yards  o£  the  cathedral ;  but  the 
American  churches  fall  very  fiur  short  of  that  aj^earance  of 
solemn  grandeur  whidi  is  so  striking  in  the  religious  edi*- 
fices  of  the  Old  World,  where  laige  Ootliic  windows  wiA 
stone  mullions  and  small  diamond  panes  of  ^Ma,  have  iMt 
yet  given  plaoe  to  two  stories  of  smart  window<^flohes, 
with  green  Venetian  shutters.  There  is  no  soliitity  about 
an  American  churdi,  which  is  generally  built  of  wood  or 
red  brick,  in  the  style  of  Bnglish  Dissenters'  meetmg- 
hooses ;  and  surmounted  by  a  light,  lughly  ornamented 
spire  of  the  former  material,  sconetimes  coverall  with 
glittering  sheet  tin.  The  chancel  fironts  any  p<Mnt  of  the 
oompass  indifferendy ;  the  organ  occupies  the  eastern,  and 
the  akar  under  the  pulpit  the  western  end  of  the  church, 
as  convenience  suits ;  our  scrupulous  Engjish  attention  to 
their  particdar  situation  being  viewed  as  a  remnant  of 
the  superstitious  ages. 

The  Museum,  established  by  a  brother  of  Peale  of 
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Philaddpliia,  oouteans  but  a  paltry  collection  of  paintiagB^ 
with  only  a  modesate  oma  of  natural  canoskies,  whkath  are 
not  aomnged  widi  half  that  tatte  wUoh  diatingoisheo  the 
one  in  tiiat  dty. 

While  waOdiig  thiough  the  Arcade^  a  fine  buildii^  of 
two  storiea,  bodi  of  which  are  well  occupied  by  ahops^ 
some  men  were  employed  in  pulling  down  and  cleaning 
the  stoye*pipes.  One  of  than  went  out  with  a  laige 
portion  of  Ae  flue  over  his  shoulder;  following  him  to  the 
entjanee  inlxi  the  street,  I  stood  there  looking  at  a  lofty 
shot  tower  opposite,  and  had  scarodly  determined  iduoh 
road  I  riiould  next  take,  when  another  man  as  black  as 
Bnebvs,  or  the  cydops  of  old,  came  up  with  a  fathom  of 
the  stove-pipe  over  his  shoulder ;  and  afber  gazing  about 
for  a  moment  or  two,  as  if  at  a  loss  for  something,  ad- 
dressed me  (in  making  the  necessary  turn  of  his  body  to 
get  %  fiiU  view  of  me,  a  cbud  of  soot  shot  horn  his  bur- 
then, nesrly  upsettii^  both  me  and  my  gravity),  witib, 
^Wlneh  w«y  did  that  gentleman  go,  sir?''  I  bowed 
hiest  politely,  and,  giving  him  the  required  infiirmation, 
we  patrted  with  a  mutual  ^  good  morning,  sir." 

The  Merchants'  Hall,  built  by  private  subscription,  has 
been'  a  giieat  ftilure  with  r^[ard  to  the  value  of  the  stock. 
Itis  a  noble  buflding  and  of  grand  dimensions;  the  finMUfc 
being  S85  feet  by  a  deptii  of  14(^  having  four  stories, 
inducing  the  ground-floor.  The  great  hall,  where  the 
merdiants  daily  assemble,  is  86  by  53  feet,  and  Ughted 
from  the  dome,  whose  summit  is  90  feet  firom  the  floor. 
The  mdes  of  the  hell  are  supported  by  columns  of  marble; 
eiieh  being  a  single  \Aock.  An  excellent  news-»room«  cus- 
tom-house, and  other  public  offices,  adjoin.  It  was  only 
built  ten  years  since,  at  an  expense  of  200,000  dollars ;  but 
the  original  subscribers  have  sunk  most  of  their  money, 
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from  that  part  of  the  building  which  was  constmcted  for 
letting  out  to  shopkeepers  and  lawyers  being  unoccupied. 

The  city  contains  upwards  of  70,000  inhabitants,  and 
possesses  considerable   trade,  particularly  in   flour   and 
cotton;  every  stream  in  the  vicinity  being  studded  with 
miUs.    It  is  not  quite  so  regularly  built,  being  upon  very 
abrupt  ground,  as  Philadelphia ;  but  contains  many  excel- 
lent streets,  and  fine  market-houses.    Ample  proofs,  too, 
are  given  of  its  prosperity  on  the  shores  of  the  harbour, 
which  resound  with  the  dang  of  workmen's  hammers  em- 
ployed in  the  construction  of  numerous  ships  and  steam- 
vesseb.     But  I  saw  nothing  more  remarkable  than  the 
extreme  beauty  of  the  females :   the  appearance  of  the 
gentlemen  did  not  strike  me  as  any  thing  very  extraor- 
dinary, rather  the  contrary;  for,  if  I  were  to  give  my  candid 
opinion,  I  should  say  they  were  like  the  merchants'  ex- 
change stock — ^rather  behw  par ;  but  it  is  possible  they 
might  suffer  some  Uttle  from  contrast  to  their  &ir  towns- 
women.     I  do  not  remember,  in  any  part  of  the  globe, 
seeing  amongst  the  females  so  much  loveliness  and  beauty, 
as  in  Baltimore.    It  is  true,  they  are  rather  more  dressy 
than  in  other  towns  in  the  States;  but  they  have  good 
figures  to  set  off;  and  I  should  strongly  recommend  some 
of  the  young  men  firom  other  parts  of  the  Union  to  at- 
tempt  transplanting  a  £ew  of  them ;  for  in  my  after-travels 
I  visited  many  places  which,  I  am  sure,  stood  much  in 
need  of  them.    I  think,  however,  the  American  womjem 
generally,  when  young,  though  not  possessing  the  EiUg^h 
fireshness  of  colour,  are  exceedingly  handsome';  but  (^'  the 
fairest  still  the  fleetest,''  as  the  song  is),  age,  or  rather  the 
marks  of  old  age,  creep  upon  them  sooner  than  on  the 
natives  of  more  temperate  climes. 

A  large  varnished  and  painted  board,  with  the  following 
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atrange  notice  upon  it,  in  gilt  or  yellow-painted  letters,  was 
fixed  up  against  the  wall  opposite  the  window  of  my  rooin> 
in  a  most  conspicuous  part  of  the  hotel : — 

"  Constantly  on  hand  for  the 

accommodation  of  travellers, 

on  Ibe  most  leaBonable  tenns, 

fine  linen  shirts,  cravats, 

collars,  show  bosoms,  silk  stockings, 

gloves,  suspenders, 

silk  and  linen  pocket  handkeichtefis, 

razor  strops^  patent  Venus  pomatum 

for  dyeing  the  hair  and  whiskers 

without  injury  to  the  ddn. 

RazoFB  set  in  order. 

Best  chewing  tobacco." 

But  this  medley  of  pomatum  and  tobacco  did  not  asto- 
nish me  half  so  much  as  the  following  strange  address  in 
the  news-room,  to  the  visitors  of  the  largest  hotel  in  the 
United  States: — '^Rve  dollars  reward  for  the  discovery  of 
the  villain  who  cuts  or  tears  the  newspapers  !  !  '* 

The  third  day  after  my  arrival  at  Baltimore,  I  rode  out 
to  view  the  scenes  of  action  in  the  vicinity  during  the  last 
war;  and,  in  twenty  minutes,  gained  the  heights  to  the 
eastward,  which  are  yet  scarred  and  furrowed  by  the  long 
chain  of  entrenchments  and  redoubts  thrown  up  by  the 
American  army;  and  before  which,  when  manned  by 
20,000  troops,  the  British  force  of  5000  halted  on  the  ISth 
of  September ;  and,  finally,  retired  to  the  shipping  without 
attempting  a  reduction  of  the  works.  I  know  not  what 
were  the  general  sentiments  of  tiie  American  army  col- 
lected for  the  defence  of  Baltimore ;  but  a  gentieman  who 
served  in  it  assured  me  that  it  was  his  firm  opinion,  if  an 
attack  had  been  resolutely  commenced,  their  troops  would 
have  fled  as  on  the  preceding  day.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Baltimore  owed  its  safety  to  the  artificial  bars  which 
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had  been  formed  in  front  of  Fort  M'Henry,  and  not  to 
any  gallantry  of  its  militia.  For  it  is  evident  that,  could 
the  shipping  have  gained  the  right  flank  of  their  army,  not 
only  would  their  entrenchments  have  been  exposed  to  a 
raking  fire,  but  a  force  would  have  been  landed  within 
them.  Proceeding  onwards  for  several  miles  through  a 
thickly-wooded  country,  with  only  small  patches  of  cleared 
ground,  and  a  wooden  shanty  at  intervals,  I  crossed  the 
farm  where  the  hard-contested  action  of  the  12th  took 
place,  from  which  the  Americans  retreated  in  great  dis- 
order to  their  entrenchments  before  the  city.  In  a  few 
minutes,  I  arrived  at  a  small  monument  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  apprentice  by  whose  hand  General  Ross 
fell ;  who,  rather  unnecessarily,  but  courageously,  exposed 
himself  in  a  petty  skirmish  with  a  scouting  party  of  the 
enemy's  riflemen.  It  is  situated  in  rather  a  romantic  spot, 
at  an  opening  of  the  forest  by  the  road-side,  upon  the 
place  where  the  British  general  fell.  There  is  an  inscrip- 
tion upon  two  faces  of  it,  stating  that  it  was  erected  by 
the  first  mechanic  volunteers  to  the  memory  of 

'*  Aquila  Randall,  aged  twenty-four  yean,  who  died  in  bravely  defending 

his  country  and  bis  home." 

On  a  third  side, 

"  In  the  skirmish  which  occurred 

at  this  spot 

between  the  advanced  party 

under  Major  Richard  K.  Heath, 

of  the  5th  regiment,  M.  M., 

and  the  front  of  the  British  column, 

Major  General  Ross, 

the  Commander  of  the  British  forces, 

received  his  mortal  wound." 

And  on  the  fourth, 

'*  How  beautiful  is  death 

when  earned  by 

Virtue  f  " 
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If  the  rifleman^  as  generally  stated  by  even  the  Ame- 
ricans themselyes,  fired  deliberately  firom  behind  a  tree, 
where  he  had  posted  himself  to  await  the  general's  so 
near  approach  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  his  aim 
failing,  I  think  the  latter  part  of  the  inscription  might  as 
well  have  been  dispensed  with;  for  I  cannot  see  what 
honour  should  accrue,  or  praise  be  awarded,  to  any  man 
for  a  deed  which  was  but  a  shade  better  than  cold-blooded 
assassination. 

I  left  Baltimore  in  the  afternoon  of  the  1 5th  of  June, 
and  travelled,  for  the  first  time,  in  an  American  coach, 
which  I  found  to  be  a  very  clumsy  piece  of  mechanism 
and  little  calculated  for  the  ease  or  comfort  of  passengers. 
This  is,  in  a  great  measure,  a  necessary  consequence  of 
the  bad  state  of  the  roads,  which  are  as  yet  quite  un- 
formed, and  more  uneven  than  the  by&-lanes  in  England. 
The  coachman  (or  ^^  driver,"  for  he  would  feel  quite 
offended  if  you  hurt  his  dignity  so  much  as  to  address 
him  by  any  other  title,  in  the  United  States),  very  unUke 
one  of  tiie  English  fraternity  of  tiie  whip,  was  dressed  in 
a  pair  of  light-coloured  trowsers,  with  shoes  and  stockings, 
without  coat  or  waistcoat,  but  (being  a  melting  summer's 
day)  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  and  a  white  straw  hat  turned  up 
behind,  as  I  have  before  described.  He  drove  most 
ftuiously  over  every  thing,  rough  and  smooth  alike.  Rail- 
ways,  ravines,  and  water-courses,  which  cut  up  the  road 
in  countiess  numbers,  were  no  impediments ;  he  dashed  on 
at  a  surprising  rate,  over  rough  stones  and  tottering  bridges 
that  would  have  cracked  every  spring  in  an  English  car^ 
riage,  and  caused  its  coachman  to  deliberate  some  time 
before  he  even  ventured  over  them  at  a  foot  pace.  An 
American  driver  allows  his  horses  to  take  their  own  time 
in  ascending  a  hill,  so  that  tiiey  only  move  some  little ; 
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but,  be  it  ever  so  steep^  not  a  passenger^  for  a  moment, 
dreams  of  relieving  them  of  his  weight,  by  walking.  To 
make  up  for  this  loss  of  time,  he  descends  the  hills  (to 
use  his  own  expression)  ''with  all  steam  on/'  which 
usually  terminates  in  a  fuU  gallop  at  the  bottom,  and  not 
unfrequendy  in  an  upset.  He  takes  the  right  of  every 
carriage  he  meets,  oontrary  to  the  old  English  stanza  of, 

"  The  rule  of  the  road  is  a  paradox  quite, 
Afl  the  carriages  jog  it  along : 
If  yoa  go  to  the  left,  you  are  sure  to  go  right, 
But,  if  you  go  right,  you  go  wrong."  ' 

There  is  one  recommendation,  however,  to  the  ''  drivers,*' 
that  they  expect  no  fees  from  their  passengers.  Having 
some  consideration  for  the  lives  and  limbs  of  travellers, 
they  have  no  seats  upon  the  roof  of  their  coaches,  but  the 
body  is  so  capacious  as  to  afford  ample  room  for  three 
seats,  or  nine  people ;  the  centre  seat  moving  on  a  hinge 
in  the  middle,  so  as  to  be  pushed  back  when  the  door  is 
c^ned.  The  body  is  slung  upon  two  immensely  thick 
leathern  springs,  running  under  it  from  the  fore  to  the 
after  axle-trees ;  but  they  give  the  coach  so  much  play, 
that,  in  crossing  a  water-course,  or  any  slight  hoUow,  it 
pitches  down  so  heavily,  that  the  driver's  footboard  strikes 
the  wheel-horses  on  the  back ;  on  which  occasions  a  cor- 
responding movement  is  made  by  the  passengers  within* 
There  were  but  two  besides  myself,  and  they  had  taken 
possession  of  their  places  before  I  entered ;  so  I  had  only 
the  choice  of  eidier  riding  with  my  back  to  the  horses,  or 
to  them ;  and^  wishing  to  take  advantage  of  their  society, 
I  preferred  the  former.  But,  although  accustomed  to  the 
rolling  of  a  ship,  I  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  retain 
possession  of  my  seat ;  every  pitch  of  the  coach  sent  me 
with  force  on  the  centre  one,  and  sometimes  nearly  over 
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it  into  my  feUow-travellers'  laps,  being  checked  in  my 
course  only  by  the  brolul  leathern  belt  which  crosses  the 
centre  of  the  vehicle  for  the  passengers  in  that  part  to 
lean  their  backs  against.  Nor  was  it  until  after  much 
manceuvring  that  I  managed  to  secure  myself.  After  I 
had  travelled  a  few  hundred  miles,  I  became  more  accus^ 
tomed  to  the  motion,  and  discovered  that  the  heavier  a 
coach  was  laden  the  easier  it  went,  and  that  to  be 
wedged  in  between  two  fat  old  ladies,  or  gentlemen,  was  a 
great  desideratum  in  a  long  and  rough  journey. 

The  road  passed  through  a  dull,  uncultivated  country, 
with  not  even  a  straggling  village  for  upwards  of  twenty 
miles ;  and  the  few  houses  we  passed  were  mostly  mise- 
rable-looking log  huts,  inhabited  by  negroes,  whose  chief 
occupation  appeared  to  consist  in  threading  with  a  plough 
between  the  stumps  of  trees,  to  turn  up  the  soil  amongst 
the  rows  of  Indian  com.  The  coach  tamed  off  the  road 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  and  wound  its  way 
through  the  mazes  of  the  forest.  Looking  out  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  such  a  detour,  I  saw  the  branch  of  a  tree  laid 
across  the  road,  and,  a  few  yards  farther,  a  broken-down 
wooden  bridge,  with  a  solitary  black  at  work  repairing  it. 
At  the  village  of  Rossburgh  the  scenery  became  more 
varied,  hUl  and  dale  intervened,  and  several  fine  farms 
b^an  to  show  themselves.  On  the  left  of  the  road,  near 
Bladensburgh,  was  an  English-looking  mansion,  with 
lodges  at  the  entrance  gate,  the  grounds  laid  out  with 
good  taste,  and  every  thing,  even  to  the  very  rail  foices 
of  the  fields,  betokening  an  opulent  and  good  practical 
farmer.  I  was  informed  it  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Cal- 
vert, a  descendant  of  the  Lord  Baltimore,  who  received  a 
grant  from  Charles  I.,  in  1632,  of  a  tract  of  country  on  the 
bay  of  the  Chesapeake,  which  he  named   Maryland,  in 
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honour  of  Henrietta  Maria,  and  of  which  state  Baltimore 
is  now  the  capital.  His  brother,  Leonard  Calvert,  the 
following  year,  being  appointed  Governor  of  the  province, 
left  England  with  about  200  planters,  and  settled  on  the 
northern  bank  of  the  Potomac.  This  farm  comprises  nearly 
2000  acres,  and  is  in  a  higher  state  of  cultivation  than  any 
I  saw.  Descending  the  hill,  we  entered  the  small  village 
of  Bladensburgh,  which  does  not  contain  more  than  two 
brick  and  but  few  wooden  houses,  which  are  scattered 
and  almost  concealed  amongst  the  trees,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  small  street,  through  which  the  main  road 
passes,  and  at  the  end  of  which  it  crosses  the  eastern  branch 
of  the  Potomac  by  a  wooden  bridge.  Here  was  fought  the 
action  which,  in  1814,  decided  the  fate  of  the  capital  of 
the  United  States.  Tlie  road  from  Nottingham,  by  which 
the  British  army  under  General  Ross  advanced,  joins  the 
Baltimore  road  at  the  village:  by  some  strange  error, 
the  American  commander  neglected  to  destroy  the  bridge, 
or  even  to  dispute  vigorously  tiie  passage  of  the  British 
troops  across  it;  but,  after  some  slight  skirmishing,  and 
the  discharge  of  two  field-pieces,  he  awaited  their  forma- 
tion and  attack  upon  the  rising  groimd  and  farm-house 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Hence  his  forces 
fled  with  the  greatest  precipitation;  the  sailors  alone, 
under  Commodore  Barney,  attempting,  by  a  spirited  re- 
sistance, to  retrieve  the  errors  of  the  day.  This  action 
is  a  subject  of  jest  amongst  the  Americans  themselves, 
who  facetiously  call  it  the  Bladensburgh  races;  and  a 
Washington  poet  has  lately  celebrated  it  in  the  following 
terms : 

THE   BATTLE    GROUND. 

*'  And  here  two  thousand  fought,  three  hundred  fell. 
And  fifteen  thousand  fled;  of  these  remain 
The  three  where  Baniey  laid  them, — ^Ihcy  sleep  well. 
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Of  the  fifteen^  pari  live  to  run  again ; 
And  part  have  died  of  fevers  on  the  brain, 
Potions  and  pills— fell  agents — but  the  worst. 
As  Seweil  *  in  bis  pamphlet  proves*  is  thirst. 

And  General  Winder,  I  believe,  is  dead. 

And  General  (  -— —  )  retired  to  learned  ease. 

Posting  a  ledger.    He  has  exchanged  the  bed 

Of  fame  for  one  of  feathers,  and  the  fees 

Of  war  for  those  of  trade;  and,  where  the  trees 

Shook  at  his  voice,  all 's  still,  as  ere  began 

The  fight ;  for,  when  it  did,  they  cheer'd  and — ran. 

All,  save  old  Handspike  and  his  crew — they  stood 
Drawn  up,  one  coolly  buttoning  his  breeches, 
Another  his  cheek  helping  to  a  quid 
Of  purser's  pigtail.    No  long  windy  speeches — 
For  valour,  like  a  bishop,  seldom  preaches— 
They  stood  like  men  prepared  to  do  their  duty. 
And  fell,  as  they  had  done  it — ^red  and  smutty. 

Peace  to  them  I  men  I  still  have  found 

Though  sadly  looked  on  by  us  land-bred  people, 

High-soul'd,  warm-hearted — true,  it  must  be  owned, 

They've  no  great  predilection  for  a  steeple. 

And  too  much  for  a  bottle. — But  the  ground 

Strongest  in  tares  is  so  in  wheat ;  the  sod 

May  flower  as  here,  whose  very  earth  is  blood." 

I  believe  it  is  ftifly  acknowledged,  in  every  English  ac- 
count of  the  action,  that  no  troops  could  have  behaved 
worse  than  the  American  soldiers,  and  none  more  bravely 
than  the  sailors,  who  worked  their  guns  with  most  asto* 
nishing  precision,  as  is  testified  by  the  British  having 
upwards  of  500  men  killed  and  wounded ;  while  the  Ame- 
rican loss  did  not  much  exceed  half  that  number.  Since 
that  time,  their  naval  service  has  experienced  a  severe  loss 
in  the  person  of  Commodore  Decatur,  who  was  killed  in 
a  duel  on  the  high  ground  near  the  head  of  the  position 
their  army  occupied  upon  that  day. 

*  Discourse  on  Intemperance. 
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A  violent  thunder-storm  burst  upon  us  soon  after  leav- 
ing Bladensburgh,  from  which  we  were  ill  defended  by  the 
painted  canvass  curtains  of  our  vehicle.  Wet  and  weary^ 
we  arrived,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  at  the  door  of 
Gadsby's  hotel,  in  Washington. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


There  they  shall  found 
Their  government^  and  their  great  aenate  choose. 

Milton. 
Where  commonwealth-men,  starting  at  the  shade 
Which  in  their  own  wild  hncy  had  been  made, 
Of  tyrants  dream'd  who  wore  a  thorny  crown. 
And  with  state  bloodhounds  hunted  Freedom  down. 

To  rear  this  plant  of  Union,  till  at  length. 
Rooted  by  time  and  fostered  into  strength. 
Shooting  aloft,  all  danger  it  defies. 
And  proudly  lifts  its  branches  to  the  skies. 

Chuacsill. 


On  the  following  day  (Sunday)  I  felt  so  sore  and  shaken 
with  my  rough  journey,  and  the  thermometer  stood  so 
high  (upwards  of  ninety  in  the  shade),  that  I  kept  within 
doors  until  evening,  when  I  strolled  down  the  broad  ' 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  for  an  hour  before  sunset;  but  im- 
mediately after  breakfast,  the  next  morning,  I  set  off  to 
feast  my  eyes  and  ears  upon  the  grand  object  of  my  ex- 
pedition from  Philadelphia :  to  wit,  the  Capitol,  and  Con- 
gress in  full  convention.  I  had  rather  hurried  my  journey, 
lest  the  House  should  adjourn;  and  considered  myself 
fortunate  in  finding,  upon  my  arrival,  that  the  tariff  and 
bank  bills  were  before  it,  and  in  all  human  probability 
would  fully  occupy  it  for  the  next  six  weeks. 

A  few  hundred  paces  from  the  hotel,  up  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue,  I  crossed  a  small  muddy  creek,  classically 
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denominated  the  Tiber,  and  soon  after  gained  the  large 
iron  gates  at  the  entrance  of  the  area  within  which  the 
Capitol  is  situated.  It  is  upon  a  lofty  eminence,  over- 
looking the  plain  upon  which  the  city  is  built ;  and  several 
broad  flights  of  steps  lead  to  the  principal  entrance.  The 
first  stone  was  laid  by  Washington,  during  his  adminis- 
tration, in  September,  1793  ;  but  it  was  not  finished  to  its 
present  state  until  some  time  after  the  conclusion  of  hosti- 
Uties  in  1815,  previously  to  which  the  wings  only  were  built 
of  substantial  materials,  the  intermediate  space  between 
them,  now  occupied  by  the  Rotunda,  being  formed  of  wood. 
It  was  consumed  in  the  conflagration  of  the  public  build- 
ings which  ensued  on  the  entrance  of  the  British  into  the 
city,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  August,  1814.  It  is 
situated  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  area,  which  contains 
22  i  acres  of  ground,  and  is  surrounded  by  a  low  wall  and 
strong  iron  balustrade,  a  small  shrubbery  of  low  trees 
being  planted  within  the  railing.  The  western  firont,  to- 
wards the  city,  is  tastefully  laid  out  in  grass  terraces  and 
gravel  walks;  while  on  the  eastern  a  garden  has  been 
fisnced  off*  within  an  iron  railing,  to  which  however  every 
one  has  free  access.  The  eastern  front  of  the  building 
stands  upon  higher  ground  than  the  western ;  and,  to  re- 
medy this  defect  in  the  appearance,  an  earthen  terrace 
was  formed  at  some  distance  (probably  20  feet)  from  the 
basement  story  on  the  latter  side,  which,  in  addition  to 
answering  the  primary  object,  affords,  by  being  under* 
built,  excellent  cellars  for  fuel.  The  entrance,  then,  is 
firom  this  terrace  into  the  Rotunda,  which  is  on  the  se- 
cond story,  and  paved  with  stone,  receiving  light  from  the 
dome,  96  feet  above  the  floor.  Its  diameter  is  also  the 
same ;  and  the  echo  of  footsteps  along  the  pavement,  or 
the  voices  of  people  conversing,  almost  equals  that  in  the 
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whispering-gallery  of  St*  Paul's.    The  western  side  of  it 
is  ornamented  with  four  large  oil-paintings,  by  Colonel 
Trumbull,  an  officer  of  the  American  army  and  Aide-de- 
camp to  Washington  during  the  revolutionary  war.    Re- 
tiring from  the  service  in  disgust  at  the  irrqpilar  pro- 
motion of  some  officers  over  his  head,  he  cultivated  his 
natural  talent  for  drawing,  by  studying  imder  his  country- 
man. West,  and  others  of  the  most  eminent  artists  in 
Europe.    The  paintings  are  placed  in  niches  about  ten 
inches  deep  in  the  wall,  and  are  from  20  to  21  feet  in 
length,  and  about  13  in  height.    They  are  all  historical 
subjects,  taken  from  tiie  most  important  events  of  the  era 
connected  with  the  Revolution ;  representing  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  in  the  State  House,  Philadelphia, 
4th  July,  1776;  Surrender  of  Buigoyne  at  Saratoga,  17th 
October,  1777 ;  that  of  Comwallis,  at  Yorktown,  19th  Oc- 
tober, 17^1;  and  Washington's  Resignation  of  his  Com- 
mission into  the  hands  of  Congress  at  Annapolis,  23d 
December,  1783.    All  have  considerable  merit,  and  their 
value  is  enhanced  by  most  of  the  figures  represented  on 
the  canvass  being  from  portraits  taken  for  the  express 
purpose  by  Colonel  TrumbuU.    But,  in  the  last-men- 
tioned one,  the  two  stiff  lines  of  French  and  American 
troops,  stationed  at  attention,  and  looking  at  each  other 
from  opposite  ends  of  the  painting,  with  the  British  army 
and  Greneral  O'Hara  at  their  head,  marching  up  the  centre 
in  lengthened  array,  appear  as  formal  and  old-fashioned 
as  the  straight  rows  of  Lombardy  poplars  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue.    The  four  niches  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Rotunda  vre  vacant ;  and,  being  merely  plastered  over, 
look  shabby  and  bare,  contrasted  with  the  richly  gilt  frames 
which  surround  them.    Captain  Hall  says  that,  when  he 
was  in  the  States,  the  subject  of  filling  them  with  suitable 
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paintiiigs  was  brought  before  Congress,  but  that  they  came 
to  no  decision  respecting  them ;  nor  have  they  made  any 
fiuiher  progress  as  yet.    Various  reasons  were  assigned  to 
me  for  the  n^lect  of  what  any  one  would  imagine  was 
but  a  very  simple  undertaking,  and  required  litde  or  no 
discussion.    A  young  artist  proposed  to  fill  up  one  of  the 
vacant  niches  gratuitously,  thinking  the  name  he  should 
eam^  and  the  patronage  which  would  ensue  in  conse- 
quence of  such  an  act,  ample  remuneration:  but   the 
House  declined  accepting  his  offer,  as  one  party   (the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans  being  the  subject  proposed)  would 
never  consent  to  any  thing  which  might  tend  to  add  lustre 
to  the  deeds  of  Gteneral  Jackson;  and  another  stated  that 
though  the  artist  might  paint  one  gratuitously,  yet  he 
would  expect  and  Congress  would  almost  be  bound  to 
give  him  an  order  to  fill  up  the  remaining  three  niches^ 
that  too  much  money  had  already  been  lavished  upon 
Colonel  Trumbull  by  the  presait  generation,  and  that  pos- 
terity might  fill  the  others.    There  are  two  entrances  into 
the  Rotunda  from  the  area  without,  and  two  others  from 
the  Senate  House  in  the  northern  wing,  and  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  southern  wing.    Over 
each  of  them  is  a  large  historical  piece  of  sculpture;  two 
are  fix)m  the  chisel  of  Enrico  Causid,  of  Verona*  who 
studied  under  Canova;  the  one  representing  a  combat 
between  Daniel  Boon,  an  early  settler  in  the  west,  and  an 
Indian,  in  1773;  the  other  represents  the  landing  of  the 
Puritan  settlers  at  Plymouth  in  1620.    A  third,  by  A.  Ca- 
pellano,  also  a  pupil  of  Canova's,  is  the  narrow  escape  of 
Captain  Smith  from  death  (when  captured  by  the  Indians 
in  1606),  through  the  intearoession  of  Pocahontas,  the 
king's  daughter,  who,  in  1609,  prevented  the  entire  de- 
struction of  the  colony  at  Jamestown,  by  informing  the 
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aettleni  of  her  father's  design  of  cutting  them  off.  She 
was  subsequently  married  to  Mr.  Rolfe^  an  English  gen- 
tleman, with  whom  she  yisited  his  native  country.  The 
fourth  piece  of  sculpture  is  by  R.  Grevelot,  representing 
the  treaty  between  Penn  and  the  Indians  in  1682.  On 
each  side  of  those  over  the  grand  entrances  are  the 
sculptured  heads  of  Raleigh,  Columbus,  Cabot^  and  La 
Sale.  The  House  of  Representatives,  connected  with  the 
Rotunda  by  a  passage,  is  of  a  semicircular  form;  its 
greatest  length  being  95  feet,  with  a  painted  roof  and 
dome  60  feet  in  height^  supported  by  about  24  columns 
of  highly-polished  Potomac  marble,  or  pudding-stone, 
with  capitals  of  white  Italian  marble,  which,  I  diought, 
made  a  contrast  very  unpleasing  to  the  eye,  reminding  one 
(as  a  gentleman  near  me  remarked)  of  a  negro  with  a 
white  turban  upon  his  head.  A  very  laige  and  handsome 
chandelier  is  suspended  from  the  centre  of  the  dome,  in 
which  there  is  also  a  skylight,  and  small  lamps  are  at- 
tached to  each  column;  so  that  the  House  is  most  bril- 
liantly illuminated  at  night,  when  the  debates  continue 
beyond  day-light,  wUdi  is  seldom  the  case.  The  speaker's 
chair  is  in  the  centre  of  the  base  of  the  semicurde,  and 
elevated  under  a  canopy  of  drapery  nine  steps  above  the 
floor  of  the  house ;  with  clerks'  desks  immediately  under, 
and  the  newspaper  reporters  in  a  low  gallery  on  each  side, 
and  in  rear  of  the  speaker.  The  members  sit  fronting  the 
speaker  in  amphitheatrical  rows,  and  each  is  furnished 
with  a  chair,  desk,  writing  materials,  and  last,  though  not 
least,  a  brass  spittoon.  In  rear  of  them,  and  between  the 
marble  columns,  are  those  persons  who,  though  not  mem- 
bers, are  yet  entitled  to  a  seat  upon  the  floor  of  the  house. 
The  strangers'  gallery,  of  marble,  with  three  rows  of  cu- 
shioned seats  and  a  carpeted  floor,  is  raised  about  12  or  14 
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feet  above  the  body  of  the  house,  and  occupies  the  space 
between  the  columns  and  the  wall,  the  full  extent  of  the 
semicircle.    Over  the  speaker's  chair  is  a  large  statue  of 
Liberty,  and  another  (what  it  was  intended  to  represent  I 
was  at  a  loss  to  discover  for  sevoral  days)  is  opposite  to 
it  over  the  entrance  door.    A  full-length  portrait  of  La- 
ftyette,  with  the  American  standard  and  a  copy  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  decorates  one  side  of  the 
House ;  and  it  is  intended  to  place  one  of  Washington  on 
that  opposite.    About  150  members  were  present  when 
I  entered,  and  the  coup  d'aU  was  remarkably  imposing 
)ind  magnificent.   I  had  not  formed  the  slightest  conception 
that  I  should  have  witnessed  any  thing  so  grand,  and  it 
struck  me  as  exceeding  in  splendour  any  thing  I  had  ever 
seen.     The  subject  before  the  House  was  either  trifling  or 
very  uninteresting,  to  judge  from  the  whispering  and  talk- 
ing of  some  members,  and  the  incessant  rustling  of  letters^ 
books,  and  newspapers,  kept  up  by  others.    It  was  in  vain 
that  I  strained  my  powers  of  hearing  to  the  uttermost ; 
I  could  not  arrive  at  the  pith  of  a  single  speech.    The 
building  is  evidently  ill  calculated  for  sounds  a  speaker's 
voice  being  entirely  lost  in  the  vast  expanse  of  dome. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  rectify  this  fault,  by  hanging 
drapery  between  the  marble  columns,  but  it  has  been  of 
very  little  avail  in  confining  the  sound ;  and  the  only  pro- 
ject which  is  likely  to  answer  would  be  by  having  an  arti- 
ficial roof,  or  a  glass  dome,  which  would  not  detract  much 
from  the  appearance,  suspended  a  few  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  strangers'  gallery. 

I  was  sitting  in  the  gallery  one  day,  during  a  discussion 
as  to  whether  the  house  should  make  a  grant  for  defiray* 
ing  the  expense  of  printing  the  debates,  and|  not  think- 
ing it  particularly  interesting,  opened  my  note-book^  and 
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commenced  a  sketch  of  the  scene  before  me*  I  had  not 
been  long  thus  occupied,  when  a  man,  placing  himself  be- 
side me,  said,  ''Can  you  take  it  down  as  fast  as  they 
speak?''  ''Much  ftater,''  said  I;  "I  write  short-hand 
exceedingly  well."  I  thought  him  blessed  with  a  very 
dull  genius,  or  that  my  sketch  must  be  a  very  wretched 
one ;  but,  nothing  daunted  by  his  remark,  proceeded  with 
my  pencil  as  far  as  sketching  in  the  figure  which  had 
puzzled  me  so  exceedingly  before,  from  my  not  being 
able  to  gain  a  front  view  of  it  to  see  what  it  represented; 
when,  by  one  of  those  singular  pieces  of  good  luck  which 
sometimes  occur  to  travellers,  the  mystery  was  at  once 
unravelled.  Mr.  Adams  (the  late  president,  who  had  re- 
sumed his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives)  rising  to 
address  the  speaker,  I  took  down  his  speech  almost  ver- 
batim; and  as  he  had  a  dear  voice,  and  the  House  whs 
called  thrice  to  order,  I  ascertained  that  it  was  to  the 
following  effect : — ^"  He  wished  that  the  resolution  now 
before  the  House  might  pass;  for  he  considered  it  the 
only  parUamentary,  or  rather,  he  should  say,  congressional 
history  of  the  Union ;  for,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  the 
record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
is  almost  in  fact  the  history  of  the  nation.  In  Great 
Britain,  a  recent  puUication  of  the  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings formed  a  work  occupying  nearly  200  volumes, 
each  as  large  as  those  of  the  work  in  question :  in  Great 
Britain,  whose  people  sometimes  were  accused  of  not 
feeling  the  same  powerful  interest  in  the  concerns  of  their 
government  which  the  Americans  did,  so  much  interest 
vrais  excited  by  this  publication,  that  it  sustained  itself. 
Surely,  if  there  was  any  thing  in  which  the  example  of 
England  should  have  weight  with  them,  and  if  there  was 
any  thing  in  the  British  House  of  Parliament  worthy  of 
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imitatioii,  it  was  the  spirit  with  which  they  appropriated 
money  for  the  purpose  of  prmting  the  debates.  He  sin- 
cerely hoped  gentlemen  would  have  some  r^ard  for  their 
posterity,  and  furnish  the  means  which  should  enable 
ihem  to  leam  what  their  forefathers  had  said  and  done. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  Speaker  what  was  the  meaning  of 
that  beautiful  marble  statue  over  the  clock  at  the  entrance 
of  theiHouse. — Whyy  it  was  the  Muse  of  History  in  her 
car,  looking  down  upon  the  members  of  the  Hottse,  and  re-- 
minding  them  that,  as  the  hour  passed,  she  was  m  the  at*- 
titude  of  recording  whatever  they  said  and  did  upon  the 
floor — an  admonition  well  worthy  of  being  remembered. 
The  reporters,  at  the  sides  and  in  rear  of  the  Speaker's 
chair,  were  the  scribes  of  that  Muse  of  History ;  and  the 
publication  now  in  question  before  the  House  was  the  real, 
he  might  even  say  the  living,  record  of  that  historic  muse ; 
and  he  concluded  by  trusting  that  the  same  spirit  which 
incited  them  to  make  the  grant  for  erecting  that  statue 
would  now  urge  them  to  pass  the  one  before  the  House." 

I  afterwards  heard  that  the  statue  was  designed  by  an 
Italian  sculptor,  who  died  since  in  Washington :  tlie  Muse 
of  History  is  represented  with  a  book  and  pencil  in  the 
attitude  of  writing,  and  standing  in  a  winged  car  (the 
dock  forming  a  wheel)  which  passes  over  the  surface  of 
the  globe. 

The  Senate  House  is  of  the  same  shape  as  that  of  the 
Representatives,  but  smaller;  being  only  74  feet  in  length 
by  42  in  height.  Upon  entering  the  light  strangers' 
gallery,  which,  supported  by  iron  pillars,  runs  round  the 
drcular  part  of  it,  the  following  notice  posted  on  the  door 
met  my  eye  and  excited  a  smUe  :— 

"Gentlemen  will  be  pleased  not  to  place  their  feet  on  the  board  in 
front  of  the  gallery,  as  the  dirt  from  them  falh  upon  Senatori'^heads,** 
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The  air  and  demeanour  of  die  senators  struck  me  as 
rather  more  aristocratiGal  than  that  of  the  members  of 
the  other  houae.  During  the  time  the  Houses  are  actually 
sitting,  a  flag  ffies  upon  the  summit  of  the  dome  o^er 
each  wing ;  and,  if  either  adjourns,  that  Sag  only  is  struck. 

Adjoining  the  Rotunda  on  the  western  front  of  the 
Capitol  is  die  Congress  Library — a  room  of  about  90  by 
35  feet,  and  calculated  to  contain  upwards  <^  20,000 
Tolumes.  At  present  it  has  about  13,000,  which  have 
been  collected  since  1814,  when  the  small  library  of  3000 
was  destroyed. 


pudet  hsc  opprobrui  nobisy 


£t  did  potui89e»  et  non  potuisse  refelli! 

There  are  two  busts  of  eminent  Americans  by  Persica  and 
an  old  portrait  of  Columbus  in  it*  From  the  outer  balcony 
there  is  a  fine  prospect  of  the  broad  Potomac,  and  the 
rising  groimd  with  Arlington  House  (the  property  of  Mr. 
Custis,  related  to  the  Washington  family)  on  the  oppo- 
site bank ;  the  mall,  the  navy  yard,  and  the  towns  of  Alex- 
andria and  Geoigetown  in  the  distance.  The  basement 
story  is  occupied  by  various  courts,  offices,  and  bar-rooms. 
The  total  cost  <^  the  building  was  2,596,500  dollars 
(54O,000/.)»  and  it  covers  one  acre  and  a  half  of  ground, 
and  1820  square  feet;  the  length  of  the  front  being  350, 
the  depth  of  the  wings  121,  and  the  height  to  the  top  of 
the  centre  dome  120  feet.  The  exterior,  although  of 
white  freestone,  is  painted  white;  which  tasteless  pro* 
ceeding  is  explained  by  the  following  extract  fix)m  the 
Travellers'  Guide :  ^*  Captain  Hall,  in  his  Travels,  speak- 
ing of  the  Capitol,  says,  *  By  some  strange  perversity  of 
taste,  however,  for  which  I  never  could  learn  to  whom 
the  public  were  indebted,  this  fine  building  has  been 
covered  with  a  coating  of  paint.'     He  should  have  been 
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told  that  the  painting  was  to  hide  the  smoke  occasioned 
by  the  conflagration  which  succeeded  the  capture  of  the 
city  by  the  British  troops  in  1814."  The  Editor  should 
have  added  that  British  troops  would  never  have  been 
guilty  of  such  excesses,  and  that  this  act  of  severity  on 
their  part  would  not  have  happened,  if  the  American 
army  which  invaded  Canada  under  General  Harrison,  in 
1812,  had  not  wantonly  destroyed  by  fire  the  Moravian 
village  on  the  20th  of  October;  and  if  General  M^Clure 
had  not,  at  the  end  of  the  following  year,  burnt  the  whole 
town  of  Newark,  sparing  no  private  property,  under  the 
pretext  of  securing  the  American  frontier.  The  British, 
on  the  contrary,  respected  private  property,  and  destroyed 
only  public  buildings,  in  retaliation  for  this  gross  breach 
of  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare.  Tet  the  circumstance 
alone  of  the  British  flag  of  truce  having  been  fired  upon 
as  it  entered  Washington,  and  the  General's  horse  killed, 
was  sufficient  to  justify  almost  any  steps,  in  addition  to 
putting  to  death  every  one  in  the  house  whence  the  shot 
proceeded,  as  also  razing  the  building  to  the  ground. 

At  the  summit  of  the  steps  on  the  western  side  is  a  fine 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  the  officers  who  fell 
at  Tripoli  in  1804.  There  are  several  allegorical  figures 
round  the  column,  which  are  described  in  part  of  tiie  in- 
scription on  the  pedestal:— 

"  The  love  of  glory  inspired  them — Fame  has  crowned  their  deeds — 
History  records  the  event — The  children  of  Columbia  admire  — and 
Commerce  laments  their  fall.** 

It  stood,  until  very  lately,  in  the  navy  yard,  because  (as 
was  said)  Congress  would  not  give  it  so  conspicuous  a 
situation  at  the  Capitol  as  the  naval  officers  expected.  I 
was  glad  to  see  that  they  had  shown  the  good  taste, 
at  the  time  of  its  removal,  to  eflace  the  inscription  of 
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Mutilated  by  the  British  in  1814/'  which  had  occupied  a 
prominent  place  upon  it  for  so  many  years.  The  mutila- 
tions, in  the  first  place,  were  very  slight,  the  head  of  a  figure 
and  a  few  letters  of  the  inscription  being  broken  off; 
whereas,  had  the  British  troops  been  bent  upon  destroy- 
ing the  whole  monument,  a  few  blows  from  the  but-end 
of  a  musket  would  have  shattered  the  greater  part  of  it  to 
pieces  immediately.  The  little  injury  which  it  sustained 
arose,  no  doubt,  firom  the  same  spirit  of  mischief  which 
has  de&ced  so  many  of  the  statues  in  Westminster  Abbey 
and  the  public  edifices  in  England.  It  must  have  escaped 
the  notice  of  the  illiberal  authors  of  the  inscription  that, 
so  long  as  it  remained,  it  was  but  a  mementa  that  their 
capital  had  once  been  in  the  possession  of  foreign  troops ; 
whether  this,  or  the  knowledge  that  it  was  a  gross  libel 
upon  the  British  nation,  prompted  the  withdrawal  of  it, 
I  know  not. 

During  my  stay  at  Washington  I  frequently  attended 
the  debates,  and  had  to  pass  many  a  tedious  hour  in  at- 
tempting to  follow  the  rhapsodies  of  some  ambitious  young 
lawyer,  who  had  got  possession  of  the  floor,  and  made  a 
speech  of  almost  interminable  length,  wearying  out  the 
patience  of  every  member  in  the  House.  He  would  pro- 
bably afterwards  send  it  to  the  press,  and  distribute  it  in 
pamphlets  for  the  edification  of  his  constituents.  On  my 
expressing  surprise  that  such  a  proser  was  not  forthwith 
coughed  down,  some  one  near  me  said,  '^  Every  one  is  at 
liberty  here  to  speak  as  much  as  he  pleases."  Since  the 
meeting  of  the  first  Provincial  Congress,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent period,  no  session  had  been  so  stormy  as  this  one ; 
nor  had  such  acts  of  personal  violence,  arising  firom  debates, 
been  committed  upon  tiie  members,  one  of  whom  had  been 
caned  in   the  public  streets,  and  another  shot  at  with  a 
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pistol  as  he  was  descen4ing  the  Capitol  steps.  A  good 
hearty  cough,  the  cry  of  '^  order/'  or  shuffling  with  the 
feet  upon  the  floor  of  the  House,  would  have  put  down 
the  unruly  speaker  and  prevented  both  occurrences.  The 
public  funeral  of  Mr.  Johnson,  a  member  from  Vu^ginia, 
who  was  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  Potomac  by  slip- 
ping off  the  pier,  at  Alexandria,  in  a  dark  and  stormy 
night,  took  place  a  few  days  after  my  arrival,  in  the  burial 
ground  near  the  Capitol;  the  president  and  members  of 
both  houses  attending,  and  wearing  crape  roimd  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

When  the  city  was  first  planned,  it  was  supposed  that 
it  would  have  been  built  upon  the  rising  ground,  which  is 
a  continuation  of  the  Capitol  hiU,  as  being  a  healthier  and 
finer  situation  than  the  swampy  flat  between  it  and  the 
Potomac.    Mr.  Law,  an  English  gentleman,  speculating 
upon  such  a  result,  erected  a  square  of  houses  to  the  south 
of  the  Capitol,  and  some  few  were  rented  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  but  the  tide  of  population  turned  in  a  different 
direction,  and  settling  in  the  low  ground  along  the  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue,  between  the  president's  house  and  the 
Capitol,  Mr.  Law's  houses  were  soon  abandoned,  and  be- 
came a  heap  of  ruins.     He  first  settled  in  the  States  thirty 
years  since;  and,  marrying  a  niece  of  Washington's,  was 
quite  an  enthusiast,  and  lost  a  Iforge  fortune  in  promoting 
the  growth  of  the  city. 

Washington  certainly  exhibited  fewer  symptoms  of  pros- 
perity than  any  town  I  visited  in  the  Union.  There  was 
none  of  that  bustle  which  is  always  attendant  upon  a 
thriving  pkce ;  and  the  long  straight  streets,  with  a  few 
idlers  strolling  about  in  them,  betokened  a  place  fast  fiJl- 
ing  to  decay.  At  the  present  rate  of  increase  in  buildings, 
fifteen  centuries  will  scarcely  suffice  to  fill  up  the  original 
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plan,  which  was  on  a  great  and  magnificent  scale ;  bpt  the 
situation,  in  a  mercantile  point  of  view,  is  decidedly  bad ; 
the  river  is  but  just  navigable  for  vessels  of  moderate 
burthen  up  to  the  city,  300  miles  distant  from  the  sea; 
and  Baltimore,  so  close  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  and  of 
much  easier  access,  engrosses  all  the  trade  of  the  sur> 
rounding  country.  The  present  population  of  Washing- 
ton, including  men  of  colour,  is  estimated  at  20,000, 
though  I  should  not  have  judged  it  at  more  than  two^ 
thirds  of  that  number.  The  ground  which  is  cleared  from 
forest,  and  upon  which  the  plan  of  the  city  was  traced 
out  as  follows,  is  14  miles  in  circumference.  There  were 
to  have  b^n  five  broad  streets  from  120  to  160  feet  in 
width,  and  from  Sj  to  5  miles  in  length,  called  Avenues. 

"  So  called,  as  being  void  of  trees. 
Like  Lucui  from  no  light." 

and  named  after  different  states  diverging  fix)m  the  Capitol, 
which  is  near  the  centre  of  the  intended  city ;  several  more, 
named  in  the  same  manner,  were  to  branch  off  from  the 
president's  house,  1  i  mile  north  west,  and  from  an  open 
space  1  mile  east  of  the  Capitol,  as  other  centres.  These 
avenues  generally  run  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W.,  and  from  S.  £. 
to  N.  W.,  and  are  intersected  by  streets  running  direct  to 
the  cardinal  points;  those  north  and  south  being  num- 
bered from  1  to  30,  and  those  east  and  west  according 
to  the  letters  of  the  alphabet ;  but,  as  the  numbers  com* 
mence  from  each  front  of  the  Capitol,  it  is  necessary  they 
should  be  defined  by  their  bearings  per  compass  firom  it : 
thus,  A  street  north;  A  street  south;  29  street  east,  29 
west.  Nearly  all  the  present  buildings  are  along  the 
Pennsylvania  Avenue,  in  which  the  president's  house  is 
situated,  and  which  is  the  only  one  in  which  any  trees 
are  planted.    The  district  of  Columbia,  in  which  the  city 
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is  situated,  is  a  ten-mile  square,  under  the  immediate 
direction  of  Congress,  haying  being  ceded  to  the  United 
States  in  17^0,  by  Maryland  and  Vii^ginia,  and  the  site 
of  the  city  fixed  upon  a  peninsula,  formed  by  two  branches 
of  the  Potomac.    In  1784,  an  ordinance  was  passed  by 
Congress,  appointing  commissioners  to  purchase  the  land 
on  the  Delaware,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Falls,  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  public  buildings  for  the  reception 
of  Congress,  and  the  officers  of  government;  but  the 
southern  states  had  sufficient  interest  to  prevent  this  ap- 
propriation of  funds,  which  required  the  assent  of  nine 
states ;  and  so  many  confficting  interests  were  brought  into 
operation,  whenever  the  subject  was  discuss^  by  Con- 
gress, that  no  motion  designating  a  more  central  place 
could  succeed.    New  York  had  been  earnestly  8iq)ported ; 
but  at  length  those  in  fetvour  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Po- 
tomac entered  into  agreement,  by  which  it  was  stipulated 
that  Congress  should  hold  its  sessions  in  that  city  for  ten 
years,  during  which  period  buildings  should  be  erected  on 
the  Potomac,  to  which  the  government  should  remove  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term.    Thus  was  a  small  minority 
created,  by  the  representatives  of  Pennsylvania  and  JDlela- 
ware  having  united  with  those  who  were  favourable  to 
the    Potomac;  a  bill,  which    was    broi^ght   befi^re    the 
House  in  conformity  with  their  arrangement,  was  pa^aed ; 
and  Washington,  during  his  administration  as  president, 
fixed  on  the  place  which  should  become  the  capital  of 
the  United  States.    From  its  situation  no  one  would  ever 
imagine  it  to  be  a  healthy  place ;  owing  to  the  great  exha- 
lations firom  the  low  ground  during  the  excessive  heat  of 
summer :  yet  it  appears,  from  Elliott's  history  of  the  ten- 
mile  square,  that  '^the  average  number  of  deaths  in  a 
year  is  as  I  to  53;  while  in  Europe  it  is  as   1  in  28, 
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and  in  large  dties  1  in  2S.    From  the  same  returns,  bi* 
lious  fevers  and  consumptions  caused  one-fifth   of  the 
mortality.    A  friend  of  mine,  speaking  to  a  shopkeeper  in 
the  dty  one  day,  said,  "  You  must  be  very  dull  here  when 
Ck)ngress  has  adjourned  ?"  **  Oh,  no !"  answered  he,  "  Not 
so  dull  either;  we  have  plenty  of  fever  and  ague  to  keep 
us  stirring."    But,  after  letting  off  this  little  flash  of  Ame- 
rican wit,  he  acknowledged  that  there  was  but  little  bu- 
siness imtil  winter,  when  the  city  was  all  life  again.     An 
attempt  is  now  making  to  counteract  the  bad  effects  of 
the  marshy  ground,  by  excavating  a  broad  canal  up  the 
course  of  the  Tiber  creek,  from  its  junction  with   the 
Potomac,  near  the  president's  house,  until  it  nears  the 
garden   of  the   Capitol  and  then  re-enters  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  river  by  two  mouths,  one  near  the  navy 
yard  and  the  other  at  the  arsenal.    The  excessive  heat 
of  the  summer  must  always  render  the  city  an  unpleasant 
residence  during  several  months.    The  thermometer  fre- 
quently stood  as  high  as  ninety-six  degrees  in  the  shade  at 
Ctadsby^s  hotel:   the  members  of  Congress  might  daily 
be  seen  crawling  along  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue  towards 
the  Capitol,  widi  umbrellas  to  protect  them  from  the 
powerful  rays  of  the  sun,  at  ten  o'dock;  and,  though  re- 
ceiving eight  dollars  per  day  (H.  14^.),  their  places  were 
not  sinecures,  the  House  only  adjourning  for  an  early 
dinner  at  two  o'clock,  and  then  sitting  again  until  sunset, 
and  once  until  nine  at  night.    One  or  two  days  before  I 
left  the  dty,  the  sergeant  at  arms  absconded  with  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  he  had  drawn  for  various  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  allowing  him  to  fill  up  blank  checks  with  their 
signatures  attached,  for  their   daily  allowance  of  eight 
dollars;  and,  in  most  instances,  he  had  overdrawn   the 
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sum  due.  No  money  being  found  in  his  possession  when 
arrested  at  Bladensburgh,  the  members  determined  not  to 
be  losers  by  him,  and  passed  a  resolution  that  the  amount 
he  had  fieuled  to  pay  over  to  them  should  be  made  good 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

Having  described  the  city  of  Washington  as  it  is  upon 
paper,  I  will  now  attempt  to  give  an  idea  of  its  actual 
state.  Let  the  reader  fancy  himself  standing  with  his 
face  to  the  west  on  the  summit  of  the  Capitol  hill,  a  slight 
eminence,  probably  60  or  70  feet  in  height,  crowned  by  a 
large  and  magnificent  building  with  three  domes,  the 
centre  one  considerably  higher  than  the  other  two.  Im- 
mediately under  him  is  a  terraced  garden,  and  beyond  that, 
on  the  other  side  of  a  broad  road,  is  another  filled  with 
young  trees  of  every  description  the  coimtry  produces; 
while  a  long  and  wide  street,  planted  with  four  rows  of 
tall  Lombardy  poplars,  runs  directly  firom  him  in  a  north- 
westerly direction,  expanding  into  a  smaU  town  as  it  re- 
cedes into  the  distance.  To  his  right,  is  a  continuation  of 
the  eminence  upon  which  he  stands,  until  it  is  skirted  by 
the  dark  line  of  forest  two  or  three  miles  distant.  In  his 
rear,  along  the  sides  of  the  Bladensbuigh  road,  is  the 
same  broken  ground,  but  partly  cultivated.  To  his  left,  a 
small  and  rugged  street  runs  from  the  Capitol  gates  in  a 
southerly  direction  over  the  hilly  ground,  and  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  and  a  half  are  seen  the  large  sheds  of  the 
navy  yard.  Rather  more  to  the  south,  but  at  the  dis- 
tance of  two  miles,  near  the  Potomac^  is  the  long  brick 
building  of  the  penitentiary,  with  the  arsenal  in  rear  of  it. 
On  the  open  ground  between  them  and  the  Capitol  are 
the  ruins  and  gable  ends  of  some  houses.  A  canal  filled 
with  water  in  some  parts,  and  in  others  only  partially  ex- 
cavated, winds  towards  him  from  the  river,  across  which 
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the  remains  of  a  wooden  bridge,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in 
lengdi,  are  to  be  seen.  Such  is  Washington !  Upon  the 
whole,  it  has  a  desolate  appearance,  which  is  increased  by 
the  land  marked  out  for  its  site  being  entirely  destitute  of 
trees,  and  only  here  and  there  (excepting  where  the  pre- 
sent town  is  situated)  are  scattered  houses,  each  standmg 
isolated,  as  if  requiring  some  support  on  either  side.  The 
inhabitants,  and  Americans  generally,  fondly  flatter  them- 
selves that  it  will  some  day  vie  in  splendour  with  ancient 
Rome.  The  only  comparison  it  bears  at  present  is  with 
the  modem  city,  in  the  ruins  of  the  Potomac  bridge,  and 
Mr.  Law's  houses.  The  scene  altogether  is  described 
most  forcibly  by  a  French  lady,  who  likened  it  to  a  town 
gone  out  on  a  visit  into  the  country. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


So  peaoefiil  re«ts  withoat  a  Btone*  a  aame. 

POFK. 

The  fall  of  waten!  t9^  as  the  light 
The  flaahing  masa  foams  shaking  the  abyaa. 

Byron. 


Eablt  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  of  June,  I  took  the 
steam-boat,  and  glided  rapidly  down  the  broad  ^  river  of 
Swans''  (as  the  poor  Indians  termed  the  stream),  to  Alex- 
andria, in  the  district  of  Columbia,  seven  miles  below  the 
city,  but  on  the  Virginian  side  of  the  Potomac.  It  con- 
tains about  8000  inhabitants,  and,  like  most  American 
towns  of  moderate  size,  has  a  museum,  which,  however, 
it  is  rather  difficult  for  a  stranger  to  find,  bei^g  placed  in 
the  dark  upper  story  of  an  old  brick  mansion,  where  some 
excellent  specunens  of  natural  history  are  seen  to  very 
little  advantage.  The  museums  in  the  States  are  generally 
good,  but  the  owners  (one  and  all)  possess  a  strange  taste 
for  collecting  such  a  quantity  of  trash  and  childish  trifles^ — 
as  pieces  of  old  shells,  signal  and  Congreve  rockets,  grape- 
shot,  &c.,  fired  from  the  British  squadron,  under  Captain 
Gordon,  at  the  White  House,  a  few  miles  below  the 
town ;  jackets  of  volunteers  stained  with  blood,  havresaeks 
of  sergeants  of  marines  killed  in  action,  &c., — ^that  it  is 


A   SUBALTSRN's    FUBLOUOIi.  105 

quite  a  labour  to  search  for  what  is  really  worthy  of  notice. 
There  are  several  relics  of  Washington's;  such  as  his 
military  canteen^  mason's  dress,  and  the  red  satin  robe  in 
which  he  was  christened,  preserved  with  the  greatest  care; 
as  also  two  of  his  original  letters,  one  of  which,  written 
a  month  before  his  death,  was  penned  in  a  fine  bold  hand. 
The  old  man  in  charge  of  the  Museum  pointed  out  two 
colours  taken  from  the  British  during  the  Revolution; 
one  from  the  Hessians,  at  the  battle  of  Trenton,  and  the 
other  belonging  to  the  7th  Fusileers,  surrendered  by  Lord 
Comwallis  at  Torktown.  There  was  a  labelled  paper  on 
each,  the  first  bearing  *^  A^ha"  the  latter  ^  OmegaJ' 
He  said  that  Washington  had  presented  them  thus  to  the 
Museum,  as  the  firuits  of  his  first  and  last  victory.  As 
the  old  man  was  in  his  own  castle,  I  did  not  like  to  ques- 
tion the  veracity  of  his  statement;  but  I  think  he  must 
have  judged  from  my  countenance  that  I  was  rather  scep- 
tical. 

Having  hired  a  horse,  I  proceeded  on  my  journey  to 
Mount  Vernon,  the  burial-place  of  Washington.  The 
guide-book  told  me  that  '^  the  road  to  it  was  uninhabited 
and  difficult  to  trace ;"  but  setting  forth  on  my  pilgrimage, 
and  travelling  over  a  sandy,  poor  country,  I  managed 
tolerably  well  for  the  first  few  miles ;  imtil,  arriving  at  the 
meeting  of  four  roads,  I  was  at  a  complete  non-pbu,  there 
being  ndther  sign-post  nor  living  being  from  whom  I 
m^ht  gain  further  information.  Trusting  to  my  horse 
and  good  luck,  I  rode  on  at  a  brisk  trot  for  several  miles, 
when,  meeting  a  woman,  I  discovered  that  I  had  taken  a 
wrong  road,  so  strudc  off  at  once  into  the  forest;  and 
after  losing  my  temper  ten  times,  and  my  road  twice  as 
often,  by  an  hour  after  mid-day  I  arrived  at  the  lodge-gates 
of  Mount  Vernon. 
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I  was  obliged  to  adopt  this  inconvenient  method  of  tra- 
velling, as  the  steam  vessds  from  Alexandria,  which  pass 
within  200  yards  of  the  house,  are  not  permitted  to  land 
passengers,  on  the  plea  that  great  depredations  were  com- 
mitted amongst  the  trees  and  gardens.  The  proprietor 
certainly  does  not  appear  to  encourage  pilgrims  to  the 
tomb ;  the  road  through  the  grounds  from  the  lodge  to 
the  house  being,  if  possible,  worse  than  the  highway,  and 
running  for  a  considerable  distance  up  a  deep  ravine,  and 
over  the  rough  stony  bed  of  a  winter's  torrent. 

It  was  much  the  fashion,  during  my  stay  in  America,  for 
the  Volunteer  Corps  and  ^'  Republican  Associations  of 
young  men,''  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  in  a 
body;  and  the  middle  and  southern  States,  who  never 
allow  an  opportunity  o{  having  a  laugh  against  their 
Yankee  brethren  to  escape  them,  say,  that  the  order  forbid- 
ding steamers  to  land  their  passengers  arose  in  conse- 
quence of  a  gentleman  cutting  so  many  walking-sticks  from 
the  sacred  ground  that,  upon  his  return  to  Boston,  he 
made  a  good  round  sum  of  money  by  retailing  them  at 
a  dollar  each. 

The  house  was  originally  built  by  Lawrence  Washing- 
ton^ a  brother  of  the  General's,  and  received  its  name  out 
of  compliment  to  Admiral  Vernon,  in  whose  expedition  he 
had  served.  He  was  succeeded  by  die  General,  from 
whom  (having  no  children)  it  descended  to  his  nephew 
Bushrod  Washington,  the  judge,  and  from  him  to  his 
nephew  John  Washington,  who  died  three  days  prior  to 
my  visit;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  did  not  request 
admission.  I  heard  that  there  was  nothing  interesting 
within  the  house,  excepting  a  small  fragment  of  a  jug, 
bearing  a  likeness  of  the  General,  which  is  considered  the 
most  striking  ever  seen;  the  most  singular  part  of  the 
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story  being,  that  tiie  jug  was  made  in  England  by  a  com* 
mon  potter  who  had  never  visited  America.  The  house  is 
built  of  wood,  two  stories  in  height,  the  exterior  stuccoed 
in  imitation  of  stone:  a  portico,  supported  by  square 
wooden  pillars,  extends  the  full  length  of  the  firont  to- 
wards the  Potomac,  and  the  roof  is  surmounted  by  a  light 
wooden  tower.  The  situation  is  a  very  pretty  one ;  bat 
scarcely  any  thing  has  been  done  by  art  to  add  to  the 
natural  beauty.  The  grounds  are  laid  out  in  a  tasteless 
style,  and  kept  in  a  slovenly  manner,  high  coarse  grass 
growing  up  to  the  very  door.  The  Americans  possess 
generally  but  little  taste  for  ornamental  gardening,  or  at 
least  make  no  display  of  it  5  for  I  seldom  saw  a  cottage, 
or  even  a  respectable-looking  mansion,  with  any  thing 
like  a  flower-garden  attached  to  it. 

When  the  judge  possessed  the  property,  it  consisted  of 
more  than  dOOO  acres  of  land ;  but,  the  law  of  primoge- 
niture being  abolished,  it  was  divided  amongst  his  ne- 
phews; so  that  there  are  now  but  1200  with  the  house; 
and,  although  the  General  has  been  dead  only  thirty-two 
years,  the  estate  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  third 
generation.  The  late  proprietor  has  left  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  so  that  the  estate  will  be  again  divided,  and 
must  eventually  dwindle  into  nothing.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  the  government  do  not  take  some  steps 
either  to  keep  the  property  entire  in  the  family,  or  pur- 
chase it  for  the  States  in  general.  Surely  if  any  spot  in 
America  deserves  protection  more  than  another,  it  is  the 
tomb  of  the  father  of  the  coimtry.  AppUcation  was  made 
by  Congress  for  permission  to  remove  the  body  on  tiie 
centennial  celebration  of  Washington's  birth-day  (22d  of 
February,  1832),  in  order  to  bury  it  with  great  pomp  in 
the  Rotunda  of  the  Capitol;  but  the  late    proprietor 
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wooM  not  accede  to  it,  stating,  as  his  reason,  that  it  had 
been  the  dying  request  of  his  grand-nnde  to  be  buried  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

A  fine  sloping  bank  descends  from  the  house  nearly  to 
the  Potomac,  when  it  becomes  more  abrupt,  and  is  so 
thickly  covered  widi  trees  that  the  rirer  is  not  visible 
from  tihe  house.  On  the  brow  of  the  abrupt  part  of  the 
bank  is  the  vault  in  which  the  General  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  were  ori^nally  buried.  The  coffins 
were  removed  a  twelvemonth  since  to  another  vault  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  more  inland.    Both  vaults  are  of 
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plain  bride,  and  on  the  original  one  there  was  not  even 
any  inscription,  and  but  a  weak  wooden  door  to  close  the 
entrance.  It  was  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  duster  of 
oak-trees,  and  several  red  pine  and  cedar  grew  on  the  top 
of  it.  The  present  vault  has  a  small  tablet  of  stone,  in- 
scribed "Washington  Family;*'  and  underneath,  "lam 
the  Resurrection  and  the  Life,  saith  the  Liord;  he  that 
bdieveth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live ; 
and  whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shaU  never 
die.^'  That  the  nation  have  never  erected  a  monument 
to  the  man  who  was  their  idol  while  living,  and  whose 
memory  is  still  so  revered  amongst  them,  is  ever  a  subject 
of  surprise  and  reproach  among  foreigners.  The  Ameri* 
cans  say,  in  their  defence,  that  the  dty  of  Washington, 
with  its  public  buildings,  is  alone  a  suffident  monument ; 
and  that  the  only  proper  testimonial  of  respect  to  his 
name  is  the  affectionate  remembrance  of  the  people.  It 
must  be  remembered,  however,  that  two  days  after  his 
death  Congress  passed  a  resolution,  unanimously,  "  that 
a  marble  monument  be  erected  by  the  United  States  at  the 
city  of  Wdehingtonj  that  the  family  of  General  Wash- 
ington be  requested  to  permit  hie  body  to  be  deposited 
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under  it^  and  that  the  monument  be  ao  deajgnfld  as  ta 
commemorate  tibe  greftt  events  of  hia  military  and  poUtaoai 
life ; ''  to  which  Mrs.  Washington  consented^  saying  tbai^ 
*'  tai^t  by  the  great  example  which  I  have  so  loi^  bad 
before  me  never  to  oppose  my  private  wishes  to  tbe 
public  will,  I  mxist  canHtii  to  the  request  made  by  Cbfft- 
gress."  Judg^  Marshall,  in  his  ^'life  of  Washington," 
says,  that  the  Resohitiont  althoi;^  it  passed  unanimously^ 
had  many  enemies  f  that  the  party  which  had  long  oonst^ 
tuted  the  opposition  to  his  administration  declared  its 
preference  for  an  equestrian  statue,  which  had  been  voted 
by  Congress  at  the  close  of  the  war,  sixteen  years  jffet 
vious;  that  the  division  between  a  statue  and  a  mon«r 
ment.  was  so  nearly  equal,  that,  the  session  passed  away 
without  an  appropriation  for  either ;  and  that  those  who 
possessed  the  ascendancy  over  the  pubUc  sentiment  em-- 
ployed  thw  influence  to  draw  odium  on  the  men  who 
favoured  a  monument,  and  to  represent  that  maaanns  as 
part  cf  a  general  system  to  waste  the  public  money* 

When  I  arrived  at  the  cross  roads  on  my  return,  I 
found  a  gentleman  with  his  servant  in  the  very  dilemma 
in  which  I  had.  been  situated  in  tibe  morning.  He  WM 
quietly  awaiting  the  arrival  of  some  one  who  could  give 
him  infprmation,  and  asked  me  which  was  the  road  to 
Frederlcksbuig,  about  sixty  miles  distant.  I  advised  him 
to  trust  to  his.  horse,  as  the  Knights  errant  of  old  had 
done,  as  I  could  ill  direct  him. 

The  President's  house  at  Washington^  containing .  somf^ 
finely  proportioined  rooms,  furnished  in  a  xepublican  Btyle  . 
of  plainness,  is  situated  on  a  slightly  elevated  ground, 
laid  out  in  walks  and  gardens.  The  building  is  of  firech 
stone,  painted  white,  for  the  same  reason  as  the  Capitol. 
Although  it  would  be  a  large  house  for  a  private  gentle^ 


110  A    8UBALTERN*8    FURLOUGH. 

man,  still  a  more  magnificent  one  might  have  been  erected 
for  the  executive  of  a  mighty  nation.  Many  of  the  coun- 
try residences  of  English  commoners  fin*  excel  it  in  gran- 
deur of  appearance.  I  passed  several  agreeable  hours 
there  in  company  with  Gteneral  Jackson,  the  Plresident, 
Mr.  Hayne  of  South  Carolina,  who  has  since  so  distin- 
guished himself  as  Grovemor  of  that  state,  and  some  few 
others  of  the  great  politicians  of  the  day.  The  President 
is  a  tall,  hardy-looking  veteran,  aj^parentiy  sixty-five 
years  of  age,  with  a  head  of  strong  bushy  hair.  His  voice 
is  loud,  and,  when  excited,  he  possesses  considerable 
fluency  of  speech,  rather  too  much  interlarded  witii  strong 
asseverations.  The  Tariff  Bill  formed  the  chief  topic  of 
conversation ;  but  he  was  unable  to  cope  with  the  power- 
ful eloquence  of  Mr.  Hayne,  his  more  youthful  antagonist. 
At  a  short  distance  on  either  side  of  the  President's 
house  are  large  buildings  occupied  by  the  State  and  War 
departments.  In  the  former  I  was  gratified  with  a  si^t 
of  the  original  copy  of  the  fimious  Declaration  of  Inde* 
pendence.^  Some  of  the  signatures,  owing  to  the  {ntoccss 
of  taking  off  fac-similes,  had  been  so  much  injured  as  to 
be  almost  iU^ble.  The  document  is  now  carefully  pre- 
served within  a  glass  case,  and  no  one  permitted  to  touch 
it.  Washington's  commission  as  commander  of  the  Ame- 
rican armies,  bearing  date  1 9th  of  June,  1775,  as  also  the 
various  treaties  made  with  foreign  powers,  are  shown  with 
the  greatest  readiness  by  the  gentiemen  who  have  charge 
of  them.  In  one  of  the  rooms  are  the  presents  which 
pubUc  functionaries,  or  officers  of  the  navy  and  army,  have 
received  from  foreign  courts,  and  which,  by  law,  they  are 
compelled  to  dehver  over  to  the  American  government, 
who  retain  possession  of  them  for  no  earthly  purpose  that 

♦  Vide  Appendix  I. 
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I  could  conceive,  except  impTessing  foragners  with  the 
unfayoorabie  idea  that  the  gOTemment  was  suspicious  of 
the  iategrity  of  its  public  servants,  and  had  so  mean  an 
opinion  of  its  Representatives  as  to  imagine  that  they 
could  be  bribed  by  a  peltry  sword  or  gold  snuff-box ; 
for  there  were  no  more  valuable  presents  amongst  them. 
The  matter  would  appear  in  a  much  better  light  if  the 
government,  following  the  example  of  the  Elast-India 
Company,  were  to  compel  its  servants  to  return  the 
presents  bestowed  upon  them  to  those  who  presented 
them ;  and  foreigners  might  then  be  spared  being  imbued 
with  what  are,  probably^  erroneous  impressions. 

Numerous  blue  and  red  painted  canvass  bags,  about  the 
sise  and  shape  of  a  pillow,  suspended  from  the  ceiling  on 
one  side  of  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  with 
**  Peacock,"  "  Macedonian,'*  «  Boxer,"  «  Frolic,"  and  va- 
rious other  such  names  upon  them,  attracting  my  atten- 
tion, I  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  what  were  the  contents 
of  such  a  singular  collection  of  titled  bags,   and  was  in- 
formed tiiat  they  were  the  colours  of  British  vessels  cap- 
tured during  the  late  war.     I  shrugged  up  my  shoulders, 
and  thought  I  had  penetrated  too  far  into  the  sanctum 
$aneierum  of  the  war  department.    There  is  another  very 
interesting  collection  of  strange  names  and  portraits  of 
the  Indian  chiefs,  who  to  the  number  of  100  have  been 
sent  at  various  times  as  del^ates  from  the  tribes  in  the 
west.    They  were  painted  by  Mr.  King  of  Washington ; 
and  are,  I  was  informed  by  a  competent  judge,  fiiithAil 
likenesses  of  the  red  men  of  the  forest,  who  are  so  ra- 
pidly disappearing  before  the  march  of  civilization  and 
encroachment.    To  a  foreigner,  they  are  particularly  in- 
teresting, as  he  may  travel  many  hundred  miles  through 
the  United  States  witiiout  seeing  an  Indian ;  or  the  few 
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he  may  perdianoe  see,  dwdling  within  the  boundaries  of 
civiUzation,  are  a  degenerate,  dissipated  race,  and  held  in 
oonteiqpt  by  such  warriors  as  the  ^  Stabber,"  ^  the  Spar- 
row that  hunts  as  he  walks/'  ^^the  Spoon/'  ^'  Sleepy  eye," 
^^  the  Bear  whose  screams  make  the  rocks  tremble," 
^^  Buffido,"  and  various  others,  as  represented  on  canrass 
in  the  Indian  department.  The  great  attention  paid  to  a 
traveller,  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  is  shown  every 
thing  worthy  of  notice  in  these  departments,  and^  in  &ct, 
I  may  say  every  where  else  in  the  States,  is  truly  gratify- 
ing; particularly  as  it  arises  from  a  spirit  of  courtesy,  no 
tax,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case  in  England,  being  levied 
upon  the  purse. 

The  arsenal,  upon  the  tongue  of  the  peninsula,  is  now 
but  a  mere  dep6t  for  ordnance  stores,  the  works  having 
been  levelled  since  the  war,  when  their  inutility  was  so 
fully  proved  by  the  British  landing  from  the  Patapsoo, 
marching  upon  and  taking  Washington  from  the  rear; 
the  American  troops  being  compelled  to  abandon  the 
works  which  had  been  thrown  up  to  dispute  the  passage 
of  the  Potomac  alone.  It  was  in  disabling  the  guns  on 
the  ramparts  that  Captain  Frazer  and  many  more  of  the 
British  force  were  blown  up,  from  a  piece  of  wadding 
accidentally  falling  into  a  dry  well,  in  which  the  Ameri- 
cans had  placed  the  contents  of  their  magazine,  trusting 
that  it  would  escape  the  observation  of  the  invaders,  llie 
o£Boer  in  charge  kindly  accompanied  me  through  the  va- 
rious store-rooms  and  armouries.  They  contain  models 
of  the  French  and  English  field-pieces,  with  tumbrils,  &c., 
complete — ^the  Elnglish  being  made  by  request  at  Wool- 
wich ;  but  the  French  system  had  been  approved  of,  and 
will  be  adopted  in  the  American  service,  on  account  of  the 
uniform  size  of  the  ammunition-waggons,  and  a  trifling 
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difference  in  some  other  respect.    The  American  field- 
pieces  are  of  cast-iron,  the  smallest  calibre  being  eight 
pomids.    The  few  specimens  I  saw  of  brass  were  very 
fanUy,  and  honeycombed  in  the  casting;  the  metal  also  is 
too  expensive,  being  from  20  to  25  cents  {\0d,  to  Is.)  per 
pound.     Many  of  the  iron  guns  were   also   defectiye. 
Thirty-two  42-pounders  had  arriTed  two  days  previously 
firom  the  foundry  at  Georgetown,  and  many  were  very 
roughly  and  imperfectly  cast:   the  weight  of  each  was 
8624  pounds,  and  the  cost  about  5  cents,  or  2id.  per 
pound,  which  makes  the  price  of  a  single  gun  431  dollars, 
or  90/.  sterling.    They  were  intended  for  the  fortresses, 
which  are  erecting  at  the  mouths  of  aU  the  harbours,  along 
the  extensive  line  of  coast  of  the  United  States.    As  an 
inland  war  can  scarcely  ever  be  expected,  the  expenditure 
upon  military  works  is  along  the  sea-board,  for  which 
purpose  large  grants  of  money  are  made  every  session  of 
Congress;  but,  with  only  the  present  foundries  at  work, 
many  years  wiU  elapse  before  a  sufficient  supply  of  heavy 
artillery  can    be   provided   for  those  fortresses  already 
finished.     In  the  armoury  there  were  40,000  •  stand  of 
arms ;  the  muskets  averaging  the  great  price  of  12  dollars 
(50  shillings)  each,  and  the  rifles  much  more.    The  latter 
were  upon  a  principle  I  had  never  before  seen ;  differing 
considerably  in  their  construction  from  the  Eng^sh,  which 
I  thought  they  excelled ;  the  soldier  being  capable  of  firing 
five  or  six  times  per  minute  with  them.    The  use  of  a 
ramrod,  except  for  cleaning,  is  entirely  dispensed  with, 
the  barrel  of  the  rifle  having  a  patent  breech,  or  receiver, 
about  six  inches  in  length,  which,  by  touching  a  small 
trigger  under  the  stock,  is  opened  at  its  upper  end ;  and 
the  necessary  load  being  placed  within  the  bore,  it  is  im- 
mediately closed  again  by  a  slight  pressure  of  the  hand. 
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In  other  respects,  it  is  similar  to  the  common  English 
rifle,  excepting  that  the  barrel  is  full  as  long  as  that  of  a 
musket  Hie  American  light  troops  carry  powder  and 
ball  flasks  suspended  across  their  shoulders  in  place  of  a 
cartridge-box,  and  the  process  of  going  twice  through  the 
motions  of  loading  must  retard  the  firing.  White  were 
about  to  give  way  to  black  leather  belts,  which  were  to 
be  worn  by  all  descriptions  of  infantry.  The  artificers 
employed  in  the  department  were  principally  citizens  en- 
gaged for  a  limited  period;  and  though  Congress  had  lately 
passed  a  bill  for  forming  an  entirely  military  establish- 
ment, great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding  men  who 
would  enlist,  when  they  could  obtain  equally  high  wages 
by  daily  labour  elsewhere. 

The  navy  yard,  half  a  mile  from  the  arsenal,  is  upon 
the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  and  on  a  larger  scale 
than  that  at  Philadelphia.     It  contains  various  sheds  and 
storehouses,  foimdry,  saw-mill,  and  two  large  sheds  for 
ship-building,  under  one  of  which  a  vessel  of  48  or  50 
guns  was  in  an  unfinished  state.    The  channel^  as  in  the 
Delaware^  becomes  shallower  yearly  by  the  increase  of 
mud ;  nor  is  there  now  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  the 
launching  of  any  such  vessel  as  die  Columbus,  of  74  guns, 
which  was  built  in  this  yard  a  few  years  since^    I  saw  a 
schooner  at  anchor  off  the  pier,  constructed  upon  a  prin- 
ciple which  has,  I. believe,  been  tried,  and  failed  in.  Eng- 
land ;  namely,  without  knees,  and  entirely  of  thick  planks 
laid  in  tiers  over  one  another,  each  successive  tier  being 
placed  at  a  different  angle  from  the  preceding  one,'  so  as 
to  strengthen  each  other.    This  vessel  was  called  the 
''  Experiment,^'  but  had  failed  in  realizing  the  expectations 
of  the  builders :  it  carried  12  guns,  and  had  just  arrived 
from  Norfolk  navy  yard,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Chesa- 
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peake ;  some  knees  were  subsequently  added^  but  the  naval 
officers  entirely  disapproved  of  the  whole  construction. 

Georgetown,  higher  up  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac, 
and  only  divided  from  Washington  by  the  inconsiderable 
stream  of  Rock  Creek,  was  formerly  a  place  of  some  im- 
portance, but  of  late  years  has  felt  the  effects  of  Baltimore 
on  its  conunerce,  which  has  now  dwindled  into  insigni- 
ficance. On  the  margin  of  the  river,  scarcely  any  thing 
is  to  be  seen  but  long  rows  of  desolate  dwellings  and 
empty  warehouses,  with  their  window  shutters  moaning 
in  the  wind,  as  if  over  the  fallen  prosperity  of  the  town. 
It  contsdns  a' population  of  little  less  than  10,000,  and  is 
prettily  situated  on  a  series  of  heights,  at  a  fine  bend  of 
the  river.  Its  interior  streets  are  well  laid  out,  and  con- 
tain some  very  good  private  residences.  The  College, 
whose  members  generally  profess  the  Catholic  religion, 
is  an  ancient  pile  of  building,  with  a  large  library,  and 
some  good  paintings.  The  students  were  chaunting  ves- 
pers,  with  rather  a  sweet-toned  organ,  as  I  entered  the 
chancel.  Within  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  there  is  a 
large  academy  for  young  ladies,  attached  to  a  convent, 
which  however  my  unhallowed  foot  was  not  permitted  to 
profime.  The  school  bears  a  very  high  character,  upwards 
of  200  girls  attending  daily,  many  of  whom  are  taught 
gratuitously.  There  are  also  nearly  100  boarders,  of  the 
most  respectable  families  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  whom 
there  is  a  regular  charge. 

I  proceeded  several  miles  up  tlie  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  (which  enters  the  Potomac  here  by  four  locks  from 
the  rising  ground),  on  the  23d  of  June,  in  one  of  the 
packet-boats,  which  ply  daily  upon  it,  and  foimd  the 
travelling  most  delightful :  I  was  the  only  passenger,  and 
there  was  a  neat,  weU-fumished  cabin  about  50  feet  long 

I  .2 
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by  14  broad.  We  were  drawn  by  three  horses  at  the  rate 
of  fives  miles  an  hour,  a  huge  negro  ridmg  on  the  last,  and 
driving  the  other  horses  before  him  with  a  long  whip, 
which  he  flourished  and  cracked  most  adroitly.  The  boats 
calculated  for  carrying  merchandise  are  near  100  tons  bur- 
then, and  will  carry  between  900  and  1000  barrels  of 
flour,  the  freight  being  at  two  cents  per  ton  per  mile. 
The  canal  is  six  feet  deep,  and  sixty  wide  at  the  summit. 
It  was  commenced  on  the  4th  of  July,  1828,  with  the  in- 
tention of  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Chesa- 
peake rivers,  by  uniting  with  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
Canal,  near  nttsburgh,  in  the  former  State ;  when  its  entire 
length  will  be  361  miles,  having  a  lockage  of  more  than 
4000  feet.  The  government  subscribed  200,000  dollars 
towards  its  construction— a  mere  trifle  to  the  estimated 
expense  of  12  millions;  and,  as  far  as  I  could  understand 
the  merits  of  the  case,  it  appeared  the  work  could  not 
proceed  much  longer  unless  an  additional  grant  was  made, 
to  which  the  policy  of  the  present  ministry  is  opposed ; 
contending,  as  they  do,  that  each  State  should  manage  its 
internal  improvements  without  making  any  demand  upon 
the  funds  of  the  general  government.  About  twenty-six 
miles  of  the  line  were  finished  at  this  time ;  but,  unless  the 
prospect  brightens,  it  is  supposed  that  half  a  century  will 
elapse  before  any  dividend  can  be  paid,  the  expenses  at 
present  being  from  6  to  7000,  and  the  receipts  not  ex- 
ceeding 27,000  dollars  per  annum;  an  insufficient  sum 
to  pay  the  interest  of  the  expended  capital.  The  traffic 
will  of  course  increase  as  the  line  of  canal  becomes  opened 
in  the  interior  of  the  country ;  but  at  this  time  there  were 
no  signs  of  prosperity.  In  a  distance  of  thirteen  miles  we 
did  not  meet  a  single  boat.  The  canal  runs  parallel  with 
the  river,  varying  from  ten  to  fifty  feet  above  its  level ; 
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and,  in  some  places,  has  encroached  upon  it,  by  strong 
embankments  being  thrown  up  where  the  ground  was 
too  rocky  and  high  to  admit  of  easy  ezcavaticn.  In 
other  pbices  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  course  of 
ravines,  in  which  the  tc^s  of  submersed  trees  just  make 
their  appearance  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
contrast  between  the  works  of  art  and  nature  is  exceed- 
ingly fine*  The  canal  flows  smoothly  and  placidly  along, 
with  not  a  ripple  upon  its  bosom ;  while  the  broad  Po* 
tomacft  separated  only. by  a  narrow  pier,  is  seen  far  be- 
ncHth,  rushing  fiercely  in  a  wild  and  tumultuous  roar  over 
a  rough  bed  of  rocks,  and  whirling  along  large  trunks  of 
trees  with  tremendous  violence. 

The  musk-^rats  occasion  a  deal  of  mischief  by  boring 
holes  firom  the  river;  and  these,  if  neglected,  soon  become 
serious  breaches  in  the  embankments.  The  engineers  had 
fidlen  into  a  trifling  error  in  forming  the  sloping  sides  of 
the  canal  of  earth;  so  that  the  rapid  motion  of  the  boats 
had  occasioned  the  water  to  undermine  the  towing-path. 
The  river  was  formerly  rendered  navigable,  by  short  canals 
being  fonned  round  the  nqpids  by  means  of  locks;  but 
such  a  mode  of  conveying  produce  was  subject  to  many 
inconveniences  and  delays;  the  draught  of  water  in  other 
parts,  during  hot  summers,  being  firequently  insufficient  for 
hea;vily  laden  vessels;  and^  in  heavy  fireshets^  boats  were 
endangered  by  floating  masses  of  timber  or  sunken  rocks. 
The  proportion  of  rendering  the  Potomac  navigable,  an" 
g^ted  firom  Washington  himself,  who  saw  the  vast  ad- 
vantages the  State  would  derive  firom  it ;  and,  firom  con- 
tinuing a  canal  to  the  Ohio,  that  it  would  divert  the 
produce  of  the  west,  which  at  present  floats  so  many 
hundred  miles  down  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans,  into 
the  Atlantic  states.    When  once  carried  into  effect,  it  will 
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no  doubt  produce  a  reaction  of  trade  in  £BMrour  of  Gteorge* 
town  and  Alexandria;  by  which  they  will  become  two  of 
the  greatest  ports  for  the  exportation  of  flour  in  the 
Union.  The  course  of  the  canal  is  thvoag|h  a  pretty  aad 
romantic  country,  the  banks  of  the  river  being  bold  and 
well  wooded.  We  arrived  at  the  Qreat  Falls,  sixteen 
miles  £eom  Washington,  in  less  than  four  hours,  haring 
passed  through  twenty  locks,  the  average  passage,  of  each 
being  two  minutes  dnd  a  .small  fraction. 

I  had  heard  the  distant  roaring  of  the  mi^ty  watarfidl 
for  some  minutes  before  the  boat  stopped;  and,  as  soon 
as  it  received  a  temporary  chedc  at  a  lock,  I  sprang  ashore^ 
sketch-book  in  hand,  a  young  lad,  belonging  to  the  packet, 
crying  out,  ^  Shall  I  show  you  the  way,  sir  ?  I  always  go 
with  gentlemen,  sir; "  at  the  same  time  running  to  acooBb-. 
pany  me.  ^^  Qtt  away  with  you^^'  said  I,  half  angry  at 
tjie  intrusion,  and  alarmed  at  the  very  idea  of  my  &st: 
view  of  a  cataoact  being  destroyed  by  a  young  mrchin  in- 
terrupting my  reveries  and  fieetings  of  ecstatic  deh^it, 
with  surii  sentences  as,  ^^  There^s  more  water  comes  over 
in  a  freshet,  sir  i  " — ^^  The  Vii^ginia  side  is  the  best  one  to 
see  it  from,  sir."  The  little  fellow  was^  however,  I  believe, 
half  fr^tened,  for  he  shrunk  back  at  my  bfamt  vefiisel  of 
his  company^  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  at  that'  time. 
HurowiAg  myself  down  the  steep  embankment  of  the 
canal,  I  floundered  on  throu^  pocds  of  water,  tumbled 
over  lumps  of  rock,  r^ardless  of  mttle*snak^  and  other 
reptiles^  scratched  my  hands  and  face,  tore  my  coat 
amongst  the  bushes,  an^  hurrying  under  an  alpine  bridge 
thrown  across  a  ravine  ftom  one  projecting  rodt  to  an-*- 
other,  without  scarcely  deigning  a  passing  glance  at  it,  or 
any  thing  else,  I  rounded  a  point,  aiid  came  in  full  view 
of  the  great  and  grand  object  which  alone  occupied  my 
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thoo^ts.  From  the  feeiings  I  experienoed  at  that  mo- 
ment^ I  oould  imogine  the  sensations  of  awe  and  delight 
with  ^ioh  the  weary  pUgrims  first  gain  sight  of  the  lofty 
minarets  and  domes  of  the  projdiet's  tomb  at  the  holy 
city  of  Arabia.  In  a  moment  the  tronbles  of  the  past  and 
care  for  the  fixture  are  aUke  forgotten ;  the  perils  and  pri- 
vationa  undergone  in  thrir  loi^  and  arduous  marches  over 
the  burning  deserts  are  at  last  fiodly  compensated.  But 
once  in  my  previous  life  do  I  remember  experiencing  such 
pleasorable  emotions — when,  after  an  absanoe  of  some 
years  in  a  foreign  land^  the  dim  blue  line  of  my  native 
country  appeared  rising  from  the  main.  I  raised  my 
hands,  and  uttering  some  exdamation,  stood  gaaing  in 
fislent  and  indescribable  astonishment  for  some  minutes* 
I  found'  that  subsequently  I  viewed  Niagara  with  less 
inward  feelings  of  awe  and  ddight.  The  rush  of  water 
was  greater,  and  every  thing  was  upon  a  more  sublimely, 
magnifioent  scale;  but  the  Pot(Mnac  had  partly  prepavad 
me,  and  I  had  already  fonned  sotne  indistinct  idea  in  my 
imagination  of  what  I  should  see :  but  of  this  I  had  not 
the  slightest  conception. 

I  am  but  ill  at  describing  scenery,  and  may,  therefore, 
be  excused  for  merely  taking  notice  in  simple  terms,  of 
what  the  Americans  would  designate  as  the  ^'  location  of 
the  Falls."  The  river  gradually  contracts  to  a  width 
of  700  or  800  feet  for  some  distance  above  the  rocky  bed 
of  the  Bapids,  over  which  it  foams  and  roars  most  terri- 
fically; until,  gaining  the  edge  of  ibe  precipice,  it  shoots 
over  in  a  white  sheet  into  a  troubled  abyss  beneath ;  and 
rushing  ftiriously  along  between  two  narrow  perpendicular 
walls  of  rock  for  the  distance  of  a  mile,  again  expands  into 
a  broad  but  rapid  channel.  The  country  in  the  immediate 
vidbity  bears  the  appearance  of  having  been  once  con- 
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voLsed  by  volcanic  eruption;  as  if  the  huge  rocks  had 
been  thrown  upon  one  another  by  gigantic  efforts  of 
nature ;  every  thing  seems  to  have  been  subjected  to  some 
almighty  agency.  It  was  now  the  middle  of  summer,  at 
which  time,  I  believe,  the  Falls  are  seen  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, the  water  being  purer  and  the  rocks  in  the  river 
-not  entirely  concealed  firom  the  view.  During  the  autum- 
nal floods,  or  the  melting  of  the  winter's  snow,  when  the 
waters  rush  in  one  vast  sheet  of  foam  over  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  chasm,  they  may  present  a  more  terrific- 
ally grand  and  fearful  aspect,  and  be  more  calculated  to 
inspire  awe ;  but  certainly  not  so  beautifully  picturesque 
as  daring  the  summer's  sunshine,  when  nature  appears  in 
her  mildest  and  serenest  form,  and  the  prismatic  hues  of  the 
rainbow  are  seen  glistening  in  the  white  mist  which  rises 
from  the  pure  and  Umpid  stream,  as  it  gUdes  over  the 
rocky  shelves.  After  passing  two  hours  in  admiration,  I 
returned  to  the  packet,  and,  as  the  sun  set^  arrived  at  my 
'  quartepra  in  the  Pennsylvania  Avenue* 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


2nd  Carrier. — I  think  this  be  the  most  villainous  house  in  all  London  road 
for  fleas;  1  am  stung  like  a  tench. 

Itt  Car^*-Ltke  a  tench  f  by  the  mast,  there  is  ne'er  a  king  in  Christen, 
dom  could  be  better  bit  than  I  have  been  since  the  first  cock  — 

Shakspearb. 

Through  roads  abrupt,  and  rude  unfashion'd  tracts. 

Blackmom. 


On  Ae  20di  of  June  I  again  crossed  the  Potomac  to  Alex- 
andria, and  travelling  in  the  mail  over  a  heavy,  sandy,  and 
hilly  country,  nntil  near  sunset,  entered  the  pretty  little 
village  of  Aldie,  situated  amongst  the  hills.  We  were  now 
in  Loudoun  county,  and  at  the  same  time  observed  an  im- 
provement in  the  soil:  the  crops  were  heavier,  and  the 
ragged  wonn  fences  gave  way  to  substantial  stone ;  but  as 
yet  I  saw  nothing  like  good  fanning,  or  any  buildings 
equal  to  those  in  England.  In  addition  to  the  htde  dis- 
appointments I  experienced  firom  this  appearance  of  the 
country,  I  had  die  misfortune  to  be  troubled  with  a  gar- 
rulous, fat  old  German,  who  had  been  in  the  States  above 
half  a  century,  and  bored  me  with  long  prosing  histories 
of  the  battles  of  Brandywine  and  Yorktown,  interspersed 
with  anecdotes  of  his  commander,  La&yette.  He  was 
now  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  boasted  much  of  his 
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bodily  strength :  to  prove  that  of  his  lungs,  he  produced 
a  bugle-horn  from  its  leather  case,  and  blew  a  blast  both 
loud  and  strong,  which  I  was  so  inconsiderate  as  to  ap- 
prove of.  The  old  gentleman's  vanity-  being  flattered,  he 
insisted  upon  treating  me  at  the  first  tavern,  where  the 
coach  stopped  to  change  horses,  with  a  draught  of  mo- 
lasses beer;  and  when  we  had  resumed  our  seats,  favoured 
me  at  intervals  with  a  repetition  of  the  music.  All  my 
hints  respecting  soreness  of  lips,  injury  to  lungs,  head- 
aches, &c.,  were  not  only  entirely  thrown  away,  but  made 
the  matter  so  much  worse,  that  I  was  fain  to  put  up  vrith 
the  annoyance  until  our  arrival  at  the  small  town  of  Mid- 
dleburgh,  when  I  was  happily  refieved  from  him.  It  was 
late  in  the  evening  before  we  reached  our  journey's  end ; 
so,  soon  after  supper,  requesting  to  be  shown  to  my  room, 
I  was,  to  my  infinite  surprise,  ushered  into  one  containing 
four  beds,  three  of  which  were  already  occupied.  Being 
heartily  fatigued,  whtt  fix>m  the  abominable  road,  and  the 
old  man  witii  his  bugle-hom — and  as  die  ooadh  waa  to 
start  again  at  fi>ur  o'dook  in  the  morni%— I  was  the  less 
ittdined  to  be  very  particQlar;  so,  as  a  Sailor  would  say^ 
^^  turned  in,"  though  not  without  shrewd  suspicions  that 
I  shoukl  not  be  the  sole  occupant,  having,  as  I  was  reoan- 
noitring,  caught  a  glimpse  of  an  enemy  retiring  tuider 
cover  of  the  pillow.  Never  was  poor  mortal  so  tormented  1 
I  was  fairly  driven  firom  my  post,  ttad  Walked  dbwn  stairs 
btfoie  three  o'clock,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  coach, 
miottering  a  reqwescai  in  pao$  as  I  passed  the  restless 
bodies  of  my  companions  in  misery.    The  dirty  inn  at 

Mfiddlri>urgh  wiU  certainly  mot  soon  be  erased  firom  my 

„__  • 

memory. 

From  Woodville,  a  few  mSes  &rther,  where  there  was 

the  only  vuieyard  I  ever  saw  iii  the  country,  to  the  Blue 


Ridge  the  scenery  was  delightfaL  We  met  many  Dutdi 
fanners  with  their  heayily-laden  flour  waggons,  andasw 
groups  of  othors  ooddng  their  .Tictoals  under  the  trees -by 
the  road  aide,  ail  appearing  the  happiest  and  moat  con- 
tented beuigs  imaginable*  Leaidng  their  fieucms  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Shenando,  which  waters  part  of  the  yalley  of 
Virginia,  they  proceed  with  their  load  of  flour, for  the  Alex- 
andrian market,  and,  canrying  their  hatchets  and  proxrisions, 
pass  ^the  night  in  their  waggons.  Thus  anHdsng  all  ex- 
penses, exoqiting  the  half  dollar  for  tolls,  they  dispose  'Of 
.their  load,  a^d  with  dear  psofits  forthwith  return  home. 
Having  break&sted  at  the  inooandemble  village  of  Paris, 
we  commenced  tl|B  ascent  of  the  Bine  Hic^ge,  whidi  is 
easy,  and  not  exceeding  a  mile.  I  had  aceustOBBed  my« 
self  some  litde  to  the  joking  of  the  viehide,  and  had, 
tbere£]K,  taken  my  scat  outside  with  the  coachman,  that 
I  might  eaqoy  the  proqpect  to  greater  advantage.  While 
praisiog  the  appearance  of  the  ooUivated  and  highly 
fertile  vale  lying  between  the  fiadge  and  &e  North  moun* 
tains  to  him,  he  remarked  that,  '^fiur-his  part,.he  prefenred 
tbe  hills,  and  shoifld  like  to  live  upon  them  for  aome  time; 
for  he  was  fond  of  hunting,  and  intended  quitting  his 
present  W4>ik,  so  that  he  might  get  some  hounds,'With  a 
goodhorae,  and  have  son^e  sport ;  there- was  also  plenty 
of  gunning  on  the  mountains'  tide" 

This  low  diain  of  hills,  which  in  England  would.be  con- 
sideied  diminutive,  has  acquired  its  name  .of  the  Bhie 
Ridge,  £rom  presenting  a  deeper  shade  of  that  colour  than 
hills  do  in  general;  but,  when  travelling  across  them  in 
summer,  one  would  be  led.  to  imagine  it  arose  finom  tbti 
vast  quantity  of  blue  thistle  which  flourishes  upon  them  in 
a  most  extraordinary  manner;  patches  of  many  acres  in 
extent  were  so  densely  covered  with  the  light  bhie  flower. 
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dnt  the  veardture  was  quite  imperceptible.  But  when  I 
pointed  it  out  to  the  sporting  ooaehman  as  a  strong 
symptom  of  slovenly  fanning,  he  endearoured  to  oon- 
vince  me  that  a  new  era  in  husbandry  had  commenced; 
it  having  been  most  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  the 
thistle,  so  fiur  from  impoverishing,  as  was  generally  sup- 
posed,  improved  the  soil. 

A  few  miles  after  our  descent,  we  arrived  at  the  fierries 
across  the  Shenando ;  but  tiie  water  being  low,  forded  the 
stream,  where  it  was  about  three  feet  deep,  and  a  hundred 
yards  wide,  into  Frederic  County.  The  villages  acatlered  . 
along  the  banks  are  far  from  healthy,  owing  to  die  heavy 
rains  swdQing  the  river,  and  leaving  yegetaUe  matter  to 
decompose  upon  the  ground  when  the,  water  reoedes  to 
its  summer  channel:  the  inhabitants  at  this  time  were 
suffering  much  from  the  scarlet  and  hilioufl  fsveiB;  the 
&rmer  bad  carried  off  thirteen  slaves  from,  one  gentle- 
man's estate  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  This,  whidi  is 
however  considered  the  richest  tract  of  biMl  in  the  va]e> 
is  in  the  hands  of  great  landed  propiietom  s  the  exte^ 
of  tiie  fields  varies  generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  aorea, 
and  produces  fine  crops  of  every  description  of  grain ;  the 
term  ^'  com''  is  applied  to  Indian  com  only«  Until  amute 
of  this  distinction,  I  had  been  guilty  of  some  slight  rais^ 
takes  in  stating,  to  farmere'  inquiries,  that  com  grew  in 
England,  and  was  commonly  in  use.  Ten. miles  fivfter 
brou^t  us  to  the  town  of  Wiuchester,  containing  about 
2600  inhabitants,  and  distant  seventy-five  mSes  fi^un 
Washington.  Its  dirty  streets,  with  stepping^rtones  for 
fidot-passengers  at  the  crossings,  presented  no  inducement 
to  remain  a  night;  but  the  coach  proceeding  no  farther 
upon  my  route,  I  was  compelled  to  wait  till  late  the  fol- 
lowing day,  when  I  again  started,  and  at  the  small  town 
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of  Smithfield^  where  the  coich  stopped  to  chuige  horses, 
met  two  gendemen  who  had  jiist  been  oyertunied  in 
their  earrii^;  and,  after  roUing  down  a  predpiee,  had 
most  miracnlonsly  escaped  with  their  Uves.  They  com* 
plained  bitterly  of  the  exorlntant  demand  of  five  dollars 
made  by  a  waggoner  for  carrying  the  remains  of  their 
carriage  fifteen  miles.  Truly,  it  was  no  wonder  that  it 
was  shattered  to  pieces ;  for  the  mail,  in  which  I  travelled, 
conld  not  exceed  a  foot's  pace  over  the  limestone  ridges, 
projecting  two  feet  above  the  level  of  the  road ;  and  some 
of  the  hills  were  so  steep,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
diankfiilness  we  safely  gained  the  summit  of  them,  or 
that  the  heavy  vehicle  in  the  descent  did  not  crush*  down 
the  horses.  I  should  much  have  enjoyed  the  society  of 
a  gentleman  with  whom  I  travelled  on  tibe  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  railway,  who  said,  that  '^he  did  not  at 
all  approve  of  so  easy  a  mode  of  conveyance-— for  he  re^ 
qoired  exercise.''  He  would  certainly  have  met  it  hers  to 
his  heart's  content.  After  eight  hours'  hard  jolting,  we 
gained  the  hilh  above  Harper's  Ferry,  thirty  miles  fiK)m 
Wincdiestor:  the  road  had  for  some  time  continued  on 
their  summit;  and  as  we  reached  the  brow,  previous  to 
descending,  the  last  gleam  of  day  was  just  gilding  tihe 
woody  tops  of  the  opposite  mountains.  The  town,  as  it 
lay  fhr  beneath,  could  be  but  indistinctly  seen  in  the  shade 
east  over  it  by  the  towering  masses  of  rock  with  whidi  it 
was  eneirded;  but  which  rendered  more  vivid  the  bright 
flashes  of  a  rapid  succession  of  tremendous  quarry  blasts^ 
as  die  echo  was  reverberated  amongst  the  hills  aiid 
rocks,  like  the  great  artillery  of  heaven.  The  white  lines 
of  the  two  impetuous  streams,  the  Potomac  and  Shenando, 
ruling  together  firom  nearly  opposite  directions^  like 
mighty  giants    struggUng   for   mastery,   unite   into   one 
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chaimel  m  front  of  the  towiiy  and  thus  foroe  their  passage 
through  an  opening  in  the  hills.  A  band  of  mtnic  uras 
playing  upon  Camp  Hill  at  the  entrance  of  the  town, 
where  the  tents  of  an  itinerant  circus  were  pitched ;  and 
the  bells  beneath  us  giving  notice  to  the  workmen  that  the 
labours  of  the  day  had  ceased  altogether,  rendered  the 
Bcene  impressively  striking. 

Having  been  furnished  at  Washington  with  introduo> 
tory  letters  to  O.  Rust,  Esq.,  in  chai^  of  the  government 
establishment  for  the  manufactory  of  arms,  he  kindly  ao^ 
eompanied  me  through  the  numerous  shops  and  forges, 
whieh  give  employment  to  more  than  SOO  men,  though  the 
greater  part  of  the  work  is  p^ormed  by  machinery.  The 
different  processes  of  turning  the  gun-stock  from  the 
rou^  wood,  were  performed  in  less  than  five  minutes, 
and  tiiose  of  fitting  the  lock  and  barrel  upon  it  occupied 
but  two  more.  The  test  for  the  bayonet  appeared  unne- 
<ces8arily  severe,  and  so  many  failiiig'  in  it,  the  price  of  the 
musket  is  rendered  much  greater,  than  if  one,  which 
mi^t  be  sufficiently  satis&ctory,  was  substituted ;  it  con- 
sulted in  fixing  the  bayonet  on  the  muzzle,  with  a  twelve- 
pound  brass  ball  attached  to  the  breech  of  a  gun-barrel, 
then  placing  the  bayonet  horizontBlly  in  two  holes  just 
fitting  it,  and  nearly  its  lengdi  apart,'  where  it  was  left  for 
about  two  minutes,  the  entire  weight  acting  upon  the 
bayonet,  which,  if  unbent  by  this  trial,  was  turned  round 
and  put  to  the  same  test  upon  the  oAer  sides.  The 
barrels  were  wdl  finished,  and  made  of  iron  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  a  distance  of  256  miles ;  but  die  brass 
bands,  wfaidi  fastened  the  barrel  to  the  stock,  gave  the 
musket  a  heavy  dumsy  appearance.  Not  only  was  the 
barrel  and  other  iron- work  bronzed,  but  even  the  bayonet 
also.    In  the  arsenid,  under  the  chaise  of  an  old  English 
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sergeant  of  marines,  who  had  served  under  Nelson,  weie  a 
hundred  thousand  stand  of  arms,  finished,  and  peeked  for 
sending  to  the  various  arsenals  in  the  States,  and  for  dis- 
tribution amongst  the  militia*  The  present  Amerioan 
rifle,  which  I  described  as  having  seen  at  Washington,  as 
also  the  machinery  in  use  at  the  rifle  manufMstory  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  were  the  invention  of  Mr.  HaUyVbo  is 
the  superintendent  of  the  establishment,  in  which  near  a 
huivired  workmen  are  employed.  As,  in  the  musket  maau-^ 
ftctory,  much  of  the  work  is  performed  by  machmery,  one 
man  through  the  medium  of  it  being  able  to  rifle  thirty 
banrels  per  day.  There  is  one  turn  m  nine  feet,  so  that 
each  barrel,  bang  longer  than  that  of  the  English  rifle^ 
baa  about  one-thiid  of  a  turn.  Mr.  HaU  showed  me  a 
new  invention,  a  speoimen  of  which  he  was  busily  engaged 
in  finishing  for  inspection'  at  Washington.  .  It  consisted 
in  screwing  a  short  but  narrow  bayonet  to  the  end  of  a 
highly  tempered  steel  ramrod,  which?  when  drawn  nearly 
out  of  its  socket,  was  firmly  secured  at  the  muzsle  of  the 
rifle  by  a  sliding  ring;  and  thus  foiaied  a  wei^on  eight 
feet  in  length.  I  did  not  at  all  approve  of  it,  for  it  ap- 
peared too  slight  a  defence  against  even  the  party  of  a 
sw(Hrd^  which  caused  it  to  bend  immediately ;  but  the  intel- 
ligent inventor  was  very  sanguine  in  his  expectations  of  its 
being  generally  adopted  in  war.  Every  thing  connected 
with  both  establifdiments  was  carried  on  with  great  exact- 
ness and  neatness. 

The  town  wUl  soon  rise  into  considerate  importance, 
not  only  firom'  the  attraction  of  the  natural  beauty  of  its 
scenery,  and  the  large  manufactories,  but  also  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  running 
by  the  side  of  the  Potomac,  which  is  crossed  by  a  bridge 
of  700  hundred  feet  in  length,  opposite  to  the  town.     I 
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walked  for  some  distance  along  the  line  of  their  operaJtions, 
and  never  saw  a  more  laborious  undertaking,  than  the 
blasting  and  excavating  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  which  are 
nearly  800  feet  in  perpendicular  height.  Wherever  it  was 
practicable,  piers  have  been  formed  in  the  river,  so  that  a 
considerable  extent  had  been  reclaimed  £rom  it.  A  trial 
came  on,  during  my  stay  at  the  town,  respecting  damages 
claimed  by  the  proprietor  of  a  small  house  which  occu- 
pied the  space  between  the  river  and  rocks,  so  exactly  in 
the  centre  of  the  line  of  canal,  that  there  was  not  room 
for  it  on  either  side.  The  owner  did  not  lay  his  damages 
at  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  house  (and  the  lot  upon  which 
it  was  built  was  but  a  mass  of  rock,  upon  which  he  could 
not  even  form  a  kitchen-garden),  but  upon  the  great  loss 
he  should  sustain  from  not  possessing  such  a  piece  of 
ground  when  the  canal  was  completed,  and  the  jury  as- 
sessed the  damages  accordingly,  and  at  least,  at  four  tunes 
the  value  of  the  property.  Upon  the  £u»  of  the  bare 
rocks,  400  fiset  above  the  bridge,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  have  formed  an  imaginary  likeness  of  Washington ; 
but  it  required  a  greater  stretch  of  fancy  than  mine  to 
trace  any  thing  like  human  features  upon  it. 

There  being  no  conveyance  in  the  direction  I  wished 
to  proceed,  I  stepped  into  a  large  flour-boat  about  to 
descend  the  Potomac,  and  for  some  distance  darted  over 
the  rapids  with  amazing  velocity.  The  river  is  rendered 
particularly  dangerous,  and  almost  innavigable  during  the 
summer  season,  by  the  innumerable  reefs  of  rocks  which 
cross  it  in  every  direction,  making  their  appearance  some 
feet  above  the  sur&oe.  An  experienced  pilot  is  therefore 
required,  who,  in  the  freshets,  takes  his  station  at  the 
hehn  astern;  but  in  low  water,  in  the  bow.  The  river 
being  excessively  low,  we  had  a  pilot  at  each  end  of  the 
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boat,  so  diat  it  threaded  the  most  difficult  parts  in  gallant 
style,  rubbing  the   keel  occasionally  a  little   upon  the 
summits  of  the  rocks  beneath  the  water.    The  load  was 
only  forty  barrels  when  we  left  the  town ;  but,  after  pass- 
ing the  most  precipitous  and  narrow  rapids,  we  ran  in- 
shore again,  and  took  on  board  an  additional  number  of 
thirty   from    some    waggons    which  had  brought  them 
by  the  road  from  Harper's  Ferry,   and  again  proceeded 
rapidly    down    the    transparent   stream,    with    romantic 
scenery  on  either  bank,  until  we  struck  with  a  most  vio- 
lent shock  upon  a  sunken  rock,  which,  taking  the  boat  in 
its  centre,  made  every  plank  and  barrel  quiver  with  the 
blow.     All  hands  immediatdy  set  to  work  moving  the 
cargo  into  die  bow  j  but,  being  still  immovable,  the  Cap- 
tain  of  a  Mississippi  steamer,  a  passenger  on  board,  re- 
commended the  crew  to  go  into  the  water  and  attempt  to 
raise  it  frt>m  the  rock  with  levers,  stq)ping  out  of  die  boat 
himself  to  give  them  the  necessary  instructions.     No 
sooner  had  his  feet  touched  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and 
he  had  qxutted  his  hold  of  tiie  boat,  than  the  powerful 
current^  washing  him  fidrly  off  his  legs,  earned  him  for  a 
considerable  distance   down  the  stream,  with  his  head 
bobbing  up  at  intervals,  like  the  float  of  a  line  when  a 
fish  is  nibbfing  at  the  bait.    At  every  re-appearance  of  his 
head  above  the  foaming  waters,  he  ^'roared  him,''  not  as 
Shakspeare  says, 

''  As  gently  as  any  sucking  dove/' 

but  more  like  a  young  elephant,  and  excited  shouts  of 
laughter  from  the  crew,  who  were  too  much  amused  with 
the  scene  to  make  any  attempt  at  rescuing  him.  Being 
very  short-sighted,  and  his  spectacles  becoming  dim  horn 
the  water,  it  was  no  easy  matter  for  him,  after  discovering 
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our  position,  to  regain  the  boat ;  when  his  ardour  was  so 
cooled  that  he  did  not  recommend  any  more  experiments. 

The  application  of  levers  failing,  we  had  recourse  to  the 
simple  method  of  placing  some  loose  planks  that  were 
fortunately  on  board  across  the  stream,  and  holding  them 
firmly  between  the  boat  and  some  of  the  rocks,  so  that, 
acting  as  a  small  dam,  tiiey  raised  the  water,  and  the  boat 
once  more  floated.  But,  soon  after,  running  a-ground 
again  in  the  shallows,  we  had  the  prospect  of  passing  the 
night  in  that  situation,  until  an  empty  boat,  on  its  way 
down  the  stream,  took  us  ashore  at  the  Point  of  Rocks, 
nine  miles  below  Harper's  Ferry;  in  performing  which 
distance  we  had  been  nine  hours,  and  toiling  hard  most  of 
the  time  in  an  excessiyely  hot  sun. 

A  town  rises  in  America  with  an  almost  talismanic  ra- 
pidity. Immediately  some  new  line  of  canal  or  railway 
is  projected,  or  a  clearing  commenced  on  the  banks  of  a 
navigable  stream,  a  tavern  makes  its  appearance  upon  a 
spot  where  it  is  imagined  the  traveller  will  require  a 
'^ drink;"  this  is  followed  by  a  saw  and  grist-miU,  a  store 
or  two,  post-office,  printing-press,  and  bank.  To  use 
their  own  expression,  ^^  every  one  goes  the  whole  hog;" 
the  freshets  probably  carry  away  tiie  mill,  or  the  bank 
breaks,  and  the  owners  '^dear  out,"  to  commence  their 
speculations  afresh  elsewhere.  Where  sixty  days  since 
had  been  a  complete  wilderness,  was  now  a  scene  of  bustiie 
and  confusion :  a  town  was  fieist  rising  from  amongst  the 
bushes;  the  streets  were  marked  out,  and  a  tavern, 
several  stores,  and  upwards  of  fifty  houses,  were  already 
inhabited.  The  fortunate  proprietor  of  the  ground  had 
sold  every  other  lot  for  a  trifling  sum,  and  retained  the 
remainder  in  his  possession,  letting  it  upon  short  building- 
leases;  also  calling  the  place  af);er  his  own  unromantic 


A  subaltern's  furlough.        131 

name,  and  superseding  the  much  prettier  one  of  ^'  Point 
of  Rocks/'  to  which  indeed  it  owed  its  rise.  The  Pcnnt 
is  the  end  of  a  range  of  rocky  hills,  which  opposes  a  firm 
barrier  to  the  advance  of  the  Baltimore  railway  and  Chesa- 
peake Canal ;  which  have  both  the  same  object  in  view — 
that  of  communicating  with  the  Ohio.  By  much  blasting, 
and  enormous  expense,  there  would  be  barely  room  for 
either  of  them  to  pass  between  the  Potomac  and  the  Point ; 
but  both  arriving  at  the  same  spot  from  different  direc- 
tions, and  nearly  at  the  same  time,  each  claimed  the  right 
of  priority  in  taking  possession  of  the  narrow  passage. 
The  canal  proprietors  made  an  offer  so  to  compromise 
the  matter  thal^  by  each  diminishing  the  respective  widths 
of  their  lines  of  communication  and  making  a  joint  ex- 
pense of  reclaiming  some  space  from  the  river,  there  might 
be  a  passage  for  both.  The  railway  proprietors,  however, 
objected  to  it,  and  laid  an  injtmction  upon  the  canal  to 
discontinue  their  works  until  the  case  had  been  tried  in 
a  legal  court.  After  a  law-suit  of  two  years,  the  verdict 
was  given  against  them,  and  the  canal  engineers  were  now 
busily  engaged  in  removing  the  Point  of  Rocks.  Some 
bores  had  been  worked  to  the  depth  of  13  feet,  so  as  to 
undermine  1000  square  yards  of  rock,  which  would  be 
blown  up  as  a  grand  salute  on  the  4th  of  July,  to  the 
cdebration  of  which  it  now  wanted  only  three  days.  I 
could  not  ascertain  how  they  intended  to  proceed  with 
die  railway;  but  it  was  stated  that  the  rival  company 
would  not  object  to  renew  its  original  proposition.  It  is 
most  probable  that  the  canal  will  not  extend  beyond 
Cumberland,  the  company's  funds  being  nearly  exhausted ; 
thou^  the  public  seem  impressed  with  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  firom  the  original  project  being  carried  into 
execution.   The  Alleghany  Mountains  are  a  natural  barrier 
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between  the  Western  and  Atlantic  States ;  and  the  former 
will  become  daily  more  independent  of^  and  distinct  from, 
the  latter,  which  may  end  in  a  separation,  unless  mutual 
intercourse  and  commercial  communications  are  kept  up 
by  such  undertakings  as  those  alluded  to. 

I  thought  the  inns  at  Harper's  Ferry  very  shabby,  both 
externally  and  internally,  though  one  was  kept  by  an 
ex-member  of  Congress,  and  major  of  militia;  but  the 
one  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  being  in  its  infancy,  was  less 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  numerous  guests  than  any  I 
had  seen.  From  the  accommodation  with  which  I  had 
met  since  my  departure  from  Washington,  I  had  enter- 
tained no  expectations  of  any  luxury  above  a  single  bed,  in 
probably  a  crowded  room;  and  a  wash  in  the  morning 
without  glass,  soap,  or  towel,  at  the  pump  or  horse- 
trough  in  the  public  yard.  Upon  inquiring  if  I  could 
be  accommodated  with  a  bed,  I  was  therefore  perfectiy 
satisfied  with  an  answer  in  the  affirmative,  qualified  with  a 
regret  ^^  that  their  mattresses  had  not  yet  arrived  from 
Baltimore."  I  soon  became  heartily  tired  of  seeking  for 
adventures  in  these  out-of-the-way  places,  where  all  the 
arrangements  were  infinitely  worse  than  in  an  Elnglish 
pot-house.  The  owners  of  the  taverns  were  usually  men 
whose  sole  recommendation  consisted  in  shooting  well 
with  a  rifle,  and  bearing  a  commission  (something  higher 
than  a  subaltern's)  in  the  militia.  My  landlord  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  excelled  in  invariably  striking  a  quarter  of  a 
dollar  (which  is  about  the  size  of  an  English  shilling) 
with  a  single  ball  at  thirty  paces  distant.  In  justice,  how- 
ever, to  the  honest  innkeeper  at  the  Point  of  Rocks,  I  am 
bound  to  say,  that,  in  the  hurry  of  my  departure,  I  left  a 
coat  hanging  up  in  the  bar-room,  and,  after  a  journey  of 
3000  miles,  found  it  neatly  packed  up  and  directed  to  my 
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address  at  the  hotel  in  New  York,  where  it  had  been  lying 
for  upwards  of  four  months,  though  I  had  long  despaired 
of  ever  seeing  it  again.  After  a  delightful  swim  in  the 
dear  Potomac,  and  wearied  with  the  day's  hard  labour,  I 
requested  to  be  shown  up  stairs,  when  I  was  again  ushered 
into  a  room  containing  six  beds,  all  of  which  were  to  be 
doubly  occupied :  the  house,  too,  being  built  of  wood,  had 
become  so  heated  during  the  day,  that  the- fire-king  him- 
self could  have  scarcely  endured  the  temperature.  This 
was  rather  too  much  for  a  pleasure-seeking  traveller ;  so, 
walking  down  stairs  again,  I  stepped  into  a  car  which  I 
had  observed  during  the  day  upon  the  ndlway,  and  found 
my  boat  companion,  the  Mississippi  Captain,  had  already 
taken  possession  of  a  comer,  in  search,  like  myself,  of  a 
cooler  atmosphere.  The  railway  was  continued  down  to 
the  water's  edge  dose  to  the  Point  of  Rocks ;  and  we  were 
much  disturbed  during  the  night  by  a  man  moving  the  car 
in  that  direction.  My  fellow-occupant,  still  having  I  sup- 
pose the  recollection  of  the  rapids  strongly  impressed 
upon  his  mind,  jumped  out  of  the  car  half  awake,  up  to 
his  knees  in  a  pool  of  water,  and,  fancying  himself  in  the 
Potomac,  floundered  about  in  it  to  my  infinite  amusement. 
Some  time  elapsed  before  he  gained  the  firm  ground  again, 
when,  turning  round,  he  checked  my  laughter  at  once  by 
saying,  ^'  Really  I  b^  you  ten  thousand  pardons,  but  I 
was  in  so  great  a  hurry  that  I  could  not  find  my  boots,  so 
put  on  your  shoes ;  however,  I  will  have  them  dried  for 
you  again.''  They  were  not,  however,  completely  dry 
again  for  three  days.  This  inddent  destroyed  my  night's 
rest  so  thoroughly  that  at  three  o'dock  I  set  out,  in  com- 
pany with  a  gentleman  whose  acquaintance  I  had  formed 
merely  by  chance  the  preceding  day,  and  who  had  very 
kindly  obtained  a  horse  for  me  in  the  ndghbourhood.   We 
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rode  for  some  miles  on  the  towing  path  of  the  canal,  close 
to  the  placid  and  mirror-like  sm^Eu^e  of  the  Potomac, 
which  presented  a  delightful  contrast  to  the  rough  turbu- 
lence of  the  many  miles  of  rocky  torrent  aboye  the  Point. 
We  passed  by  the  quarries  from  which  the  columns  in  the 
Capitol  at  Washington  were  cut,  and  for  some  distance 
through  part  of  the  estate  of  the  fine  old  patriarch,  Charles 
Carroll,  of  Carrolton,  who,  at  the  age  of  ninety-six,  lives 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  faculties,  revered  and  beloved 
by  his  countrymen;  being  the  only  survivor  of  those 
daring  men  who,  in  1776,  risked  their  lives  and  properties 
by  affixing  their  signatures  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. * 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  River,  which  pours  its 
waters  into  the  Potomac  six  miles  from  the  Point  of 
Rocks,  we  arrived  at  a  splendid  aqueduct,  considered  su- 
perior to  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  States,  thrown  over 
the  former  river  by  the  Canal  Company.  It  is  built  of  a 
hard  white  granite,  and  consists  of  seven  s^ment  arches, 
the  span  of  each  being  54  feet,  with  a  rise  of  9  feet  in  the 
arch,  and  the  entire  length,  including  the  wings,  509  feet. 
The  water  upon  the  aqueduct  is  6  feet  in  depth,  and  the 
towing  path  8  feet  broad,  with  a  strong  iron  railing  on  the 
outer  aide.  The  entire  work  will  cost  125,000  dollars 
(26,000/.  sterling).  The  first  contractor  took  it  at  seven 
dollars  per  perch,  the  second  at  eleven ;  and  both  failed  in 
the  performance;  the  third  and  present  one  has  it  at 
deven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  (2/.  Ss.  sterling).  Two  hun- 
dred yards  beyond  this  is  a  beautiAil  piece  of  workman* 
ship,  over  the  Little  Monocacy,  of  a  single  oblique  arch  of 
twisted  nusonry. 

*  Since   writing  the  above,  I  have  seen  a  notice  of  his  death  in    the 
public  prints. 
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After  partaking  of  a  scanty  breakfast^  upon  my  return 
to  the  Point  of  Rocks,  I  proceeded  to  Baltimore,  fifty 
miles  distant  by  the  railway,  which  crossed  the  Monocacy 
some  miles  from  its  embouchure  into  the  Potomac.  The 
whole  line  of  road  bore  the  appearance  of  having  been  but 
slightly  surveyed  previously  to  laying  down,  and  as  if 
finished  hastily,  in  order  to  compete  with  its  rival :  some 
of  the  curves  round  the  hills,  and  along  the  course  of 
rivulets,  were  such  as  to  entirely  cut  off  all  hopes  of  being 
ever  able  to  establish  a  rapid  conveyance  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  locomotive  engines.  The  inclined  planes  were 
very  precipitous,  two  of  them  being  about  at  an  elevation 
of  1  in  50,  where  a  tunnel  of  half  amile  would  have  avoided 
the  hill.  The  rails,  being  laid  also  upon  wood,  are  too  un* 
stable  for  such  a  purpose,  and  liable  to  be  affected  by 
severe  frosts. 

M«ch  dissatiafiiction  was  expressed  by  many  of  the 
passengers,  who  could  not  obtain  any  thing  stronger 
than  water  to  quench  their  thirst  at  the  various  places 
where  we  stopped  to  change  horses,  firom  either  the  owners 
of  the  houses  or  the  proprietors  of  the  railway  being  sub- 
scribers to  the  rules  of  the  Temperance  Society. 

There  was  great  sameness  in  the  scenery,  imtil  we 
crossed  the  Blue  Bidge,  where  it  became  more  diversified 
and  picturesque,  especially  near  the  flourishing  town  of 
EUicotf  s  Mills,  in  a  most  romantic  dell  on  the  Patapsco 
River,  whose  margin  was  occupied  by  numerous  extensive 
ootton-mills,  scattered  over  an  extent  of  several  miles? 
giving  the  coimtry  quite  an  English  appearance.  The 
manu&ctories  were  prettily  situated  amongst  the  trees  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  which  were  ornamented  with  dean 
white  cotti^s  and  gardens,  backed  by  huge  masses  of 
dark  granite.    Several  fine  bridges  have  been  built  across 
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the  ravines  and  streams  between  this  place  and  Baltimore* 
One  over  Gwynn's  Falls  is  a  single  arch  of  80  feet  span, 
and  40  in  height;  and  another  across  the  Patapsco  of 
4  arches  of  55  feet  span  each :  but,  although  furnished 
with  such  admirable  materials,  their  masonry  is  much 
inferior  to  that  used  in  similar  works  in  Europe.  The 
main  object  in  America  appears  to  be,  to  finish  the  job  in 
hand  in  as  short  a  time  and  as  economically  as  possible. 
Several  of  the  principal  engineers  complained  to  me  fre- 
quently of  the  mistaken  economy  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  pursue,  and  of  the  rapidity  with  which  they 
were  obliged  to  proceed,  without  being  permitted  to  con- 
struct the  work  in  such  a  manner  as  to  reflect  credit  upon 
tiiemselves.  The  ^^  deep  cut "  and  embankment  near  the 
city  have  been  stupendous  undertakings,  the  former  being 
nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and  its  greatest  depth  70  feet,  and 
tiie  latter  of  about  the  same  length,  with  its  greatest  width 
190,  and  elevation  56  feet,  the  heaviest  and  best  finished 
section  of  the  road  being  from  Ellicott's  Mills  to  Balti- 
more. 

I  was  only  eight  hours  and  forty  minutes  on  the  journey 
firotn  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  ninety-seven 
miles  (sixteen  of  which  were  performed  by  horse  carriage 
on  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Railway) :  a  material  im- 
provement in  the  speed  of  travelling  on  that  to  which  I  had 
been  obliged  to  submit.  Much  against  the  advice  of  se- 
veral  friends  (the  alarming  news  that  the  cholera  had 
broken  out  in  New  York  having  just  arrived),  I  proceeded 
on  my  journey  the  following  morning,  the  3rd  of  July, 
wishing  to  be  present  at  the  celebration  of  the  '^  glorious 
anniversary,'^  which  was,  I  imderstood,  kept  up  with 
more  pomp  at  New  York  than  elsewhere  in  the  Union, 
imagining  that  a  few  scattered  cases  would  not  check  all 
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festivities.  I  wad  rather  saiprised  to  find  so  many  pas* 
sengers  on  board  the  steamer  in  which  I  embarked  to 
proceed  up  the  Delaware ;  but,  the  news  having  arrived  at 
Philadelphia  only  late  in  the  evening,  it  was  not  generally 
known.  As  soon  as  the  report,  however,  began  to  spread 
through  the  vessel^  our  numbers  diminished  considerably 
at  each  place  where  we  touched ;  many  being  intent  upon 
returning  home,  and  others  intending  to  remain  where  they 
landed  until  the  account  was  corroborated  by  the  arrival  of 
a  vessel  firom  the  infected  dty.  A  Virginian  lady,  who  had 
two  pretty  daughters  in  charge  and  was  upon  her  way  to 
the  Northern  Springs,  burst  into  tears  and  cried  most 
bitterly  when  the  unwelcome  information  was  imparted  to 
her,  and  left  us  at  tiie  first  small  village  where  tiie  steamer 
touched,  fully  determined  upon  returning  forthwith  to  her 
native  State. 

The  banks  of  the  river  are  low^  and  very  unhealthy 
during  the  ''  Fall"  (as  the  Americans  invariably  term  the 
autumn) ;  but  some  pretty  littie  villages  are  scattered  upon 
either  bank,  more  especially  those  of  Burlington  and 
Bristol^  nearly  opposite  to  each  other,  eighteen  miles  from 
Philadelphia :  I  have  seldom  seen  two  such  tastefully  laid 
out  littie  spots.  The  houses  are  very  neat  and  above  the 
common  order,  witii  gardens  attached  to  each,  extending 
to  the  margin  of  the  river,  which  is  ornamented  with  large 
and  graceful  weeping  willows,  whose  branches  kiss  the 
watery  element.  The  tower  of  a  summer-house,  in  the 
domain  of  Joseph  Buonaparte,  at  Borden-town,  where  the 
ex-king  of  Spain,  or,  as  he  is  called  in  the  States,  the 
Count  de  Survilliers,  resides,  is  seen  firom  the  deck  of  the 
steamer ;  and  six  miles  farther  on  the  left  bank  is  Trenton, 
the  capital  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  containing  about 
4000  inhabitants,  and  the  termination  of  the  steam  navi- 
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gation,  there  being  a  succession  of  rapids  immediately 
above  the  town.  A  singular  kind  of  bridge  of  five  arches, 
and  200  feet  span,  is  thrown  across  the  stream;  these 
arches  are  roofed  in,  and  from  them  is  suspended  a  flat 
bridge,  whose  principal  beams  rest  upon  the  piers  of  the 
other  bridge.  The  carriages  and  passengers  cross  the 
river  on  the  lower  one;  but  the  upper  arches  give  the 
appearance  of  there  being  one  bridge  built  upon  another. 
The  town,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  was  in  the  possession  of  a  party  of  Hessians  and 
English,  who  were  surprised,  and  1000  prisoners  cap-* 
tured  by  Washington,  on  the  26th  December,  1776.  He 
crossed  the  Delaware  on  Christmas  night,  when  the  se- 
verity of  the  weather  had  subjected  his  army  to  almost 
incredible  sufferings.  It  was  the  first  signal  victory  gained 
by  the  Revolutionists,  and,  occurring  when  many  consi- 
dered themselves  engaged  in  a  hopeless  contest,  gave 
them  a  confidence  which  ensured  ultimate  success,  and 
was  soon  followed  by  the  partial  surprise  of  an  English 
division  at  Princeton,  ten  miles  farther.  The  main  noad 
crosses  the  field  of  action,  on  the  high  grounds  at  Stony 
Brook.  Upon  our  arrival  at  Trenton,  nine  coaches  were 
drawn  up  at  the  pier  to  receive  the  passengers  from  tiie 
steamer,  and  set  off  in  their  regular  order  (I  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  in  No.  6),  and,  keeping  within  a  few 
yards  of  each  other  over  a  sandy  road,  such  immense 
clouds  of  dust  enveloped  us,  that  it  was  only  at  intervals 
I  gained  a  glimpse  of  the  country  through  which  we 
travelled.  The  CSoU^  at  Princeton,  founded  in  1738,  is 
rather  a  fine  old  building,  and  we  enjoyed  an  extensive  view 
over  the  long  flat  which  extends  towards  the  ocean,  during 
the  few  minutes  we  remained  to  change  horses.  This 
part  of  the  country,  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey  gener- 
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ally,  is  celebrated  for  its  cider^  and  very  extensive  peach 
orchards,  fiurmers  haying  accumulated  large  fortunes  by 
the  growth  of  them.  We  passed  many  upon  the  side  of 
the  road  nearly  twenty  acres  in  extent,  and  every  tree  loaded 
with  fruit.  The  soil  also,  being  light  and  sandy,  is^^admir- 
ably  adapted  for  the  growth  of  apples  and  flax;  but  the 
cultivation  of  flax  has  much  decreased  of  ^late  years,  there 
being  now  not  an  dghth  of  the  quantity  grown  which  was 
some  few  years  since  exported  from  New  York,  so  entirely 
has  its  use  been  superseded  by  cotton.  The  country  also 
bears  the  appearance  of  being  longer  settied  and  more 
highly  cultivated  than  more  to  the  south.  Twenty-six 
miles  from  Trenton  we  arrived  at  New  Brunswick,  a  town 
consisting  (with  probably  two  or  three  exceptions)  of 
wooden  houses;  and  we  hailed  with  joy  the  sight  of  the 
smoke  of  the  steamer,  which  lay  in  the  Raritan  River 
awaiting  our  arrival.  Half  sufibcated  with  dust,  and 
parched  with  thirst,  we  jiunped  on  board,  every  one 
scrambling  for  a  whisk  brush,  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water, 
or  a  wash-hand  basin. 

We  here  added  greatiy  to  our  nimibers,  by  the  acces- 
sion of  200  Irish  labourers  from  a  railway  in  the  vicinity, 
who  were  all  proceeding  to  celebrate  the  Declaration  of 
Independence^  and  in  less  than  an  hour  scarcely  one  of 
them  could  boast  of  retidning  his  sober  senses ;  when  the 
deck  presented  a  scene  which  would  have  done  credit  to 
Donnybrook  Pair.  One  poor  fellow  slipped  overboard  as 
we  were  putting  off"  from  the  quay  at  New  Brunswick, 
and  lost  his  passage ;  for,  the  steamer  not  stopping  its 
engines,  he  was  obliged  to  struggle  to  the  shore  in  the 
best  manner  he  could  amongst  the  cheers  of  his  country- 
men. Man  (with  an  exception  or  two,  in  such  people  as 
Leander  and  Lord  Byron,)  is  always  an  awkward  kind  of 
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animal  when  in  the  water,  but  I  thought  this  one,  with  a 
large  hat  over  his  eyes,  and  bundle  under  his  arm,  of  which 
he  in  vain  attempted  to  retain  possession,  and  but  an 
ordinary  swimmer,  a  most  ludicrous  and  singular  object* 

For  several  miles  after  leaving  New  Brunswick,  we 
proceeded  up  the  Raritan,  through  some  extensive  salt 
marshes,  where  numerous  people  were  busily  employed 
in  mowing.  The  river  took  most  extraordinary  curves 
through  it,  and,  being  exceedingly  narrow,  the  vessels  we 
were  meeting  appeared  as  if  moving  upon  the  dry  ground, 
and  those  which  were  by  the  course  of  the  stream  three 
or  four  miles  astern  as  if  approaching  from  an  opposite 
direction,  only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant.  Perth  Am- 
boy,  thirteen  miles  farther,  is  a  bathing-place  of  some 
note  for  the  New  York  fashionables ;  and  sometimes  de- 
signated as  their  Brighton.  It  possesses  an  extensive  and 
safe  harbour,  being  situated  at  some  distance  from  the 
open  sea,  on  a  bay  of  the  Atlantic,  formed  by  Staten 
Island  (fifteen  miles  long  and  eight  wide)  on  the  one  aide, 
and  by  the  Continent  on  the  other. 

The  opening  view  of  the  Bay  of  New  York,  with  its  numer- 
ous vessels,  batteries,  and  spires,  is  most  magnificent.  There 
is  no  rich  back-ground,  or  lofty  hills,  or  any  single  object 
which  of  itself  is  striking.  It  is  the  taut  ensemble  which 
is  so  pleasing.  We  saw  it  to  the  greatest  advantage,  with- 
in an  hour  of  a  mild  and  glorious  sunset,  when  the  placid 
surface  of  the  bay  was  covered  with  almost  innumerable 
sails,  and  the  several  islands,  with  their  clean  snow-white 
forts  and  batteries,  were  reflected  upon  its  bosom  as  upon 
a  mirror,  and  land  and  sea  alike  were  tinged  with  a  light 
and  mellow  haze.  Numerous  broad  estuaries  and  rivers 
branch  off'  firom  the  bay,  intersecting  the  country  in  every 
direction,  which  is  sufficiently  free  from  forest,  and  its 
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graceful  undulations  are  richly  diversified  with  beautiful 
villages  and  extensive  fiemns.    The  spot  whence  we  caught 
the  first  sight  of  the  city  was  opposite  to  the  Merchants' 
Marine  Asylum,  on  the  island — a  building  erected,  as  its 
name  denotes,  for  the  reception  of  the  worn-out  sailors  of 
the  merchant  service;  the  superfluous  funds,  which  are 
extensive,  are  most  laudably  appropriated  for  the  provision 
of  the  widows  of  captains  who  have  been  subscribers  to 
the  institution.    The  site  seems  admirably  well  calculated 
to  sof):en  down  the  rigours  of  declining  old  age;  as  the 
veterans  may  enjoy  a  most  delightful  prospect  of  the  city, 
and  its  forests  of  masts,  with  every  inward  and  outward 
bound  vessel ;  as  also  the  views  of  Elizabeths-town  and 
Newark,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Sound.    Within  twelve 
hours  from  our  leaving  Philadelphia,  we  landed  at  New 
York,  a  distance  of  ninety-four  miles ;  and,  after  under- 
going as  much  annoyance  from  the  officious  attentions  of 
hackney-coachmen  and  porters  as  one  would  in  the  streets 
of  London,  I  at  last  arrived  in  safety  at  the  City  Hotel, 
in  Broadway. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Another  plague  of  more  gigantic  arm 
Arose ;  a  monster  never  known  before 
Rear'd  from  Cocytos  its  portentous  head  : 
This  rapid  fury,  not  like  other  pests 
Pursued  a  gradual  course,  but  in  a  day 
Ruah'd  as  a  storm  o'er  half  th'  astonish'd  isle. 
And  strew'd  with  sudden  carcases  the  land. 

and  here  the  Fates 
W^  kind,  that  long  they  lingered  not  in  pain ; 
For  who  suiriv'd  the  sun's  diurnal  race 
Rose  from  the  dreaiy  gates  of  hell  redeemed. 
Some  the  sixth  hour  oppressed,  and  some  the  third. 

Frantic  with  fear  they  sought  by  flight  to  shun 
The  fierce  contagion — o'er  the  mournful  land 
Th*  infected  city  pour'd  her  hurrying  swarms. 

In  heaps  they  fell,  and  oft  one  bed  they  say 
The  sick'ning,  dying,  and  the  dead  contained. 

Armstrong. 

Dogberry — First  who  think  you  the  most  desartless  man  to  be  constable  1 

lit  Watch — Hugh  Oatcake,  Sir,  or  George  Seacoal ;  for  they  can  read  and 

write. 

Shakspbars* 


The  morning  of  the  4i3i  of  July  was  ushered  in  with  none 
of  those  noisy  symptoms  which  usually  proclaim  the  cele- 
bration of  some  great  national  festival,  processions  and 
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festivities  of  all  descriptions  having  been  discouraged  by 
the  board  of  health.    The  public  prints  echoed  the  same 
directions,  and  strenuously  advised  the  people  not  to  as- 
semble in  crowds,  which  would  rather  have  a  tendency  to 
encourage  the  advance  of  tiie  fatal  enemy  they  ^o  much 
dreaded.    The  order,  therefore,  respecting  a  general  parade 
of  the  troops  was  cancelled,  and  during  the  day  there  was 
but  one  insignificant  civic  procession ;  and  a  few  ill-dressed 
and  worse-drilled  volunteer  artillery,  who  were  bent  upon 
firing  a  salute,  paraded  through  the  principal  streets  with 
a  band  of  music  and  brigade  of  guns,  carrying  their  noisy 
purpose  into  execution  at  mid-day,  in  an  open  square  on 
the  mai^gin  of  the  bay.    A  crowd  of  boys  of  all  shades  of 
colour,  with  a  few  children  of  a  larger  growth  intermixed, 
assembled  upon  tiie  trottoirs,  firing  off  guns,  pistols,  and 
crackers,  to  the  imminent  peril  of  the  eyes  and  limbs  of 
the  peaceable  citizens  of  New  York.    Although  this  last 
species  of  annoyance  had  been  strictiy  forbidden  by  the 
public  authorities,  it  was  a  law  ^^  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  the  observance;''  and  was  publicly  persevered 
in  throughout  the  entire  day  and  greater  part  of  the  night, 
without  any  efforts  being  made  to  check  it.    A  few  sons 
of  Old  Erin,  with  a  negro  or  two,  might  also  be  seen 
keeping  a  holiday ;  and,  at  the  hotel,  I  overheard  a  party 
(of  what  country  I  know  not)  who  were  taking  a  glass  of 
wine  two  hours  after  the  rest  of  the  table  d'hdte  had 
dispersed,  singing — 

"  Here's  a  health  to  the  King,  God  blesa  him." 

In  the  evening  I  attended  the  Park  Theatre,  the  Drury 
of  the  United  States ;  its  front  was  brilliantiy  illuminated, 
and  decorated  with  a  large  transparent  painting  of  Wash- 
ington.   The  bills  of  the  performance  were  headed  in  large 


144       A  subaltern's  furlough. 

characters  with  "  Liberty  or  Death ; "  and  the  Glory  of 
Columbia,  a  drama  with  miserable  dialogue  and  plot,  was 
performed  as  an  introductory  piece  to  a  series  of  national 
songs  and  farces,  seasoned,  of  course,  with  some  hard 
blows  in  the  shape  of  abuse  at  John  Bull.  We  had 
"Yankee  Doodle,"  and  "Sons  of  Freedom,"  twice  en- 
cored ;  and  the  orchestra  played  Washington's  March,  and 
General  Spicer's  March,  "  Hail  Columbia,"  and  "  the  Star- 
spangled  banner,"  at  least  half  a  dozen  times  each ;  every 
patriotic  citizen  appearing  to  think  himself  in  duty  bound 
to  attempt  keeping  time,  whether  or  not  he  had  any  ear 
for  music,  by  stamping  upon  tihe  floor  of  the  box  with  his 
feet,  so  that  let  the  music  be  what  it  would  I  could 
scarcely  hear  a  bar. 

It  is  said  tihat  seldom  a  day  elapses  without  a  fire  in 
New  York.  This  day  there  were  not  fewer  than  ten. 
At  one  which  I  witnessed,  four  or  five  houses  were  de- 
stroyed, and  a  fireman  was  killed.  Most  of  these  conflagra- 
tions, I  heard,  had  their  origin  firom  squibs  or  crackers : 
and  thus  ended  the  4th  of  July. 

So  many  Americans  had  spoken  to  me  of  the  grandeur 
and  magnificence  of  Broadway,  some  even  asserting  that 
no  street  in  London  was  superior  to  it,  that  I  felt  very 
much  disappointed,  and  think  that  the  same  comparison 
might  have  been  more  justly  drawn  with  Liverpool.  The 
shops  in  it  certainly  cannot  vie  with  those  even  in  the 
latter  town ;  but,  in  the  number  of  equipages.  New  York 
excels  it,  and  fiur  outvies  London,  or  any  English  town,  in 
its  hackney  coaches,  which  are  so  remarkably  neat,  and 
even  handsome,  that  a  foreigner  might  be  well  excused 
for  imagining  them  to  be  private  carriages.  Broadway 
is  throughout  the  day  thronged  with  gay  vehicles  and 
equestrians,  and  a  perpetual  stream  of  that  convenient  but 
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uncomfortable  London  carriage,  an  ^^  omnibus,"  not  the 
least  remarkable  thing  about  those  in  New  York  being 
that  (though  every  man  affects  to  despise  titles  and  rank) 
they  are  all  named  **  Lady  Clinton,"  **  Lady  Washington," 
^'  Lady  Van  Renselaer,"  and  others  as  strangely  incon^ 
sistent.  Sometimes,  too,  servants  in  half  Hvery  may  be 
seen  sitting  on  the  box  of  a  carriage,  whose  door-pannels 
are  ornamented  with  a  crest.  This  street  is  about  three 
miles  in  length,  and  eighty  feet  in  width,  extending  in 
nearly  a  straight  line  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  the  other. 
The  streets  are  clean  for  an  American  city;  but  the  ap* 
pearance  of  the  cholera  had  caused  the  corporation  to 
exert  themselves  in  attending  more  closely  to  the  cleanli- 
ness of  them.  Some  wag  observed,  in  one  of  the  public 
prints,  that  the  scavengers  had  actually  dug  down  to  the 
pavement  in  one  or  two  places,  and  that  the  dty  was 
cleansed  tho-rwghly, 

Manhattan  Island,  on  which  the  city  stands^  and  which 
is  formed  by  the  Hudson^  the  Harleem,  and  East  rivers, 
with  the  bay  on  the  south,  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and 
from  two  to  three  in  breadth.  The  Old  Town,  near  the 
bay,  much  resembles  an  English  one,  but  the  northern 
part  of  it  is  as  regularly  laid  out  as  Philadelphia  or  Wash- 
ington, and  numbers  about  eighty»seven  streets.  The 
wharfs  are  similar  to  those  of  Philadelphia,  but  not  qtiite 
so  ragged,  and  extend  much  farther  up  the  east  than  the 
Hudson,  or  North  River,  as  it  is  generally  called,  thus  de- 
priving the  great  discoverer  of  the  honour  of  giving  his 
name  to  tiie  noble  stream.  On  the  south-west  point  of 
the  island,  overlooking  the  bay,  is  a  fine  pubUc  promenade, 
of  firom  500  to  600  yards  in  length,  and  150  in  breadth, 
prettily  laid  out  in  walks,  and  planted  with  trees.  In  the 
Evenings  it  is  generally  crowded  with  citizens,  who  as» 
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aemble  to  derive  the  benefit  firom  a  pleasant  breese  off  the 
water,  or  listen  to  a  band  that  frequently  plays  in  the 
Castle  garden,  which  is  connected  with  the  walk  by  a 
wooden  bridge,  upon  which,  and  along  the  whole  extent 
of  the  public  walk,  may  be  seen  various  Cockney  anglers, 
of  most  persevering  dispositions.    The  former  promenade 
is  called  the  Battery,  firom  having  in  the  olden  times  of 
the  Dutch   setders,   or  during   the  Revolutionary  war, 
mounted  a  few  gons ;  and  the  Castle  garden  in  a  sisiifaur 
manner  possesses  no  garden,  nor  could  it  ever  have  pos- 
sessed one,  being  a  modem  stone  fort,  with  twenty-eight 
embrasures,  built  upon  a  solid  rock,  which  appeared  but  a 
short  distance  above  the  water.    This  being  an  unprofitable 
kind  of  investment  of  fimds  has  been  let  by  the  Corpcnra- 
tion  to  a  publican,  who  has  converted  it  to  a  much  more 
profitable  use,  obaipng  sixpence  sterlii^  for  admissioD, 
and  giving  a  ticket,  so  that  the  visitor  may  enjoy  a  stroU 
upon  the  upper  idatfi>rm  of  the  fort,  admire  the  view,  and 
then  call  for  a  glass  of  some  liquor  at  the  bar,  for  which 
he  is  not  charged  any  thing.    The  Battery,  neverdielessy 
is  the  most  pleasant  prommade  in  New  York,  and  fiir 
excels  any  thing  else  of  the  kind  in  America*    Governor's 
Island,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  in  the  bay, 
has  a  laige  stone  circalar  fort,  with  three  tiers  of  embra- 
sores,  and  is  calculated  for  more  than  100  gons  at  its 
western  extremity.    When  I  eirtared  it  through  the  small 
wicket  door,  I  was  neirly  upset  by  a  quantity  of  half* 
starved  pigs,  whidi  rushed  grunting  up  to  me,  as  if  al>- 
tempting  to  gain  the  exterior  of  the  fort,  and  compelled  me 
to  make  strenuous  use  of  my  walkii^'Stiok*    The  interior 
was  little  better  than  a  stye,  and  in  a  most  unfinished 
state.    In  the  centre  of  the  island,  a  small  quadrangular 
fort  is  connected  with  the  (»roiilar  one  by  a  covered  way. 
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with  barracks  and  military  stores  in  the  interior.  Vast 
numbers  of  workmen  were  employed  in  facing  the  works 
with  granite ;  and  the  whole  island  forcibly  reminded  me 
of  Washington  Irving's  happy  description,  as  ^'resem-^ 
bling  a  fierce  litde  warrior  in  a  big  cocked-hat,  breathing 
gmipowder  and  defiance  to  the  world."  Though  these 
works  may  not  enhance  the  attractions  of  the  scene,  they 
do  not,  like  the  numerous  poplars  on  the  idand,  mar  the 
beauty  of  the  noble  sheet  of  water ;  and,  if  those  who 
hold  dominion  over  the  island  possessed  any  love  for 
the  picturesque,  they  would  grub  them  up  root  and 
branch;  for  certainly,  to  quote  the  above  ingenious  au- 
thor again,  they  do  look  ^'like  so  many  birch-brooms 
standing  on  end.^  On  Bedlow's  and  Ellis's  Island,  as 
also  at  the  Narrows  (the  entrance  of  the  bay  firom  the 
Atlantic),  are  most  formidable  batteries,  nearly  all  of 
which  are  at  present  upon  the  peace  establishment,  as  I 
did  not  see  a  single  gun  mounted,  and  only  a  few, 
witliout  carriages,  upon  the  circular  fort  on  Governor's 
Island. 

Of  the  public  buildings,  the  City  Hall,  containing  the 
Supreme  Court,  Mayor's  Court,  and  various  public  offices> 
situated  in  the  park,  a  fine  and  handsome  square,  is  the 
most  remarkable ;  and,  being  fironted  with  white  marble, 
has  a  beautiful  efiect  when  seen  through  the  forest^trees 
in  the  park.  The  building  is  upwards  of  200  feet  in 
length,  with  a  dome  and  tower  surmounted  by  a  statue  of 
Justice.  A  rough  stone  prison  on  the  right,  and  a  building 
on  the  left  used  as  a  cholera  hospital  during  my  resi- 
dence, occupy  one  side  of  the  park :  this  last  appeared, 
from  its  large  portico  in  front,  and  style  of  architecture, 
to  be  a  church.  The  Merchants'  Exchange  in  Wall  Street 
(the  Lombard  Street  of  London)  is  a  fin^  edifice,  of  the 
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same  material  as  the  front  of  the  City  Hall.  The  base- 
ment story  is  occupied  by  the  Post  Office,  and  above  it 
the  Exchange,  85  feet  in  length,  55  in  width,  and  45  in 
height  to  the  dome,  from  which  it  is  lighted.  The  greater 
proportion  of  the  other  buildings  in  die  street  are  in- 
surance offices,  banks,  and  exchange  offices.  With  r^ard 
to  the  charitable  institutions,  I  can  say  nothing,  the 
cholera  raging  so  violently  in  some  of  them  that  it  would 
not  have  been  prudent  to  have  visited  them ;  and  strangers 
were  refused  admittance  to  the  prisons  for  fear  of  im- 
parting the  disease  to  the  inmates.  In  the  Academy  of 
Fine  Arts  there  was  scarcely  any  thing  which  could  im- 
press one  with  a  fitvourable  idea  of  the  advance  of  the 
pictorial  art  in  New  York.  The  portraits  were  all  stiff, 
unnatural  productions,  devoid  of  all  life,  and  evidently 
from  the  brush  of  very  young  artists.  The  architectural 
designs,  too,  of  which  some  few  were  displayed,  were  but 
poor  and  void  of  taste.  Colonel  Trumbull,  some  of  whose 
efforts  in  the  art  decorate  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  and 
who  is  the  president  of  the  academy,  also  exhibits  hk 
paintings,  many  of  which  are  historical,  in  a  separate 
exhibition.  They  are  rendered  particularly  interesting  by 
containing  nearly  250  portraits  of  persons  distinguished 
during  the  revolution.  The  rest  are  miniatures,  and 
copies  from  celebrated  artists,  painted  by  Colonel  Trum- 
bull when  studying  in  England.  The  American  engrav- 
ings show  a  great  harshness  and  indistinctness  of  touch, 
which  must  ever  be  the  case  where  so  little  encourage- 
ment is  given  to  the  art.  One  of  the  principal  booksellers 
in  Broadway  assured  me  he  found  it  exceedingly  difficult 
to  dispose  of  a  few  copies  of  the  annuals  which  are  got 
up  in  Boston;  the  demand  being  only  for  the  English. 
Scarcely  any  of  the  literary  sketches  or  iUustrations  in  the 
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former  are  original :  the  few  contributions  which  can  boast 
of  being  truly  American  are  such  as  would  not  find  a 
place  in  any  British  magasine.  The  only  good  specimens 
of  lithography  I  ever  saw  in  the  States  were  by  Pendleton 
of  New  York. 

The  Museum  in  the  park  contains  some  excellent  spe- 
cimens of  natural  history,  very  weU  arranged.  Although 
it  cannot  vie  with  Philadelphia  in  displaying  such  a  mon- 
strous skeleton  as  the  mammoth,  yet  it  may  be  said  to 
have  a  mammoth  turtle, — such  indeed  as  of  itself  would 
almost  famish  sufficient  soup  for  a  lord  mayor's  feast. 
It  was  caught  off  Sandy  Hook,  within  fifteen  miles  of  the 
city,  by  some  pilots,  and  weighs  1000  pounds. 

Niblo's  Gkirdens,  in  imitation  of  those  at  Yauxhall, 
were  a  great  attraction  to  the  citizens,  and  the  arrange- 
ments were  most  admirably  conducted.  There  was  an 
excellent  band  of  music,  and  a  good  display  of  fire-works 
the  night  I  attended,  with  a  much  greater  assemblage  of 
people  than  I  should  have  expected.  A  panorama  was 
exhibited  in  one  part  of  the  building,  where  the  visitors 
assembled  for  hearing  the  music.  It  represented  the 
struggle  of  the  Greeks  for  their  liberty,  and  the  battie  of 
Navarino.  The  owner,  or  showman,  informed  us  that  it 
had  been  exhibited  in  Leicester  Square;  but  I  much 
doubted  whether  he  treated  his  audience  in  London  with 
the  lecture  upon  the  blessings  of  liberty  with  which  he 
thought  fit  to  favour  them  in  New  York.  He  represented 
to  us  in  the  most  glowing  terms  and  bombastic  language, 
with  the  tone  of  a  man  who  acts  in  the  same  capacity  in 
a  menagerie,  '^  how  the  EngUsh  had  no  right  to  enter  the 
bay  of  Navarino ;  that  they  were  the  first  peace-breakers ; 
and,  had  the  officers  commanding  the  batteries  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  bay  been  but  for  a  moment  aware  of  such  an 
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intention^  they  would  have  instantaneoosly  sunk  the  whole 
fleet." 

At  the  Bowery  Theatre^  which  holds  the  second  rank 
in  the  histrionic  world  in  New  York,  but  which  in  the 
external  appearance  and  elegance  of  its  interior  exceh  that 
in  the  park,  I  saw  Miss  Vincent,  a  young  American  actress 
of  great  prpmise,  perform  in  GcJdsmith's  play  of  **  She 
stoops  to  Conquer,''  and  the  ^^Maid  of  Mihin."  Her 
talents  were  of  a  higher  order  than  those  of  any  Ame* 
rican  actress  I  saw  in  the  country. 

I  was  much  amused  with  the  familiar  manner  in  whidi 
an  auctioneer,  who  held  sales  of  books  and  prints  every 
evening  in  some  rooms  in  Broadway,  spoke  of  the  execu- 
tive, and  men  in  authority,  when  hie  had  occasion  to  make 
mention  of  them.  I  whiled  away  many  an  idle  hour  in 
listening  to  his  wit,  and  the  quick  repartees  firom  some 
of  the  assembled  crowd.  One  night,  when  he  had  some 
biographical  works  to  dispose  of,  the  following  scene  oc- 
curred. ^^  Here,"  said  the  wag,  bringing  out  the  Life  of 
Jackson,  ^'who'll  buy  old  Hickory}*' — the  name  by  which 
the  President  is  generally  called,  firom  the  hard  wood 
which  they  say  he  rivals  in  toughness.  ^^  I'll  give  a  cent 
for  it,"  said  some  one ;  ^^  you  shan't,"  answered  the  other, 
^  I'll  not  let  it  go  for  twice  that ;  I'd  sooner  keq>  it  my- 
self:"  at  last  it  went  for  a  quarter  dollar.  The  next 
work  he  brought  out  was  the  Life  of  Clay ;  ^^  Come ! 
here,  they  ought  to  go  together,  who'll  bid  for  our  next 
would*be  president  ?  he  shall  go  for  two  cents."  ^  WiU" 
be  president!"  said  a  rough  voice  out  of  the  crowd," 
*^  tw«ity-five  cents."  ^^  Take  him,  then,  Mr.  Cash,  he*8 
yours — ^he's  not  worth  half  that — ^you'll  stick  in.  the  mud 
before  you  have  waded  half  through  it." 

The  churches  in  New  YcNrk  are  handsomer  edifices  than 
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those  in  the  southern  cities  I  visited,  and  oontain  some 
interesting  montiments*  St.  Fanl's^  in  the  park,  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  States.  In  the  interior,  there  is  a 
tablet  in  the  cfaanod  to  Sir  Robert  Temple,  baronet,  the 
first  consol-general  to  the  United  States  from  England^ 
who  died  in  the  city ;  and  one  to  the  wife  of  the  British 
governor  of  New  Jersey,  who  died  during  the  revelation 
from  distress  of  mind,  being  separated  from  b^  husband 
by  the  events  of  die  time*  In  the  yard,  also,  there  is  a 
huge  Egyptian  obelisk  of  a  angle  block  of  wUte  marble^ 
S2  feet  in  hd^ht,  erected  to  Thomas  Emmet»  an'  enunaot 
oonnseilor  at  law,  and  brotheir  of  the  Irish  orator  who 
suffered  dnring  the  mbellian.  When  I  visited  New  York 
again,  some  months  afterwards,  one  fix>nt  of  it  was  em** 
belliBhed  with  an  emblematical  representation  of  his  Ibr-^ 
tones.  Thoagh  it  was  in  an  nnfinished  state,  and  the 
canvass  had  not  been  removed  from  before  the  scaffolding, 
I  could  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  representation  of  a  hand, 
with  a  wreath  or  bracelet  ci  shamrock  round  the  wrist^ 
claqping  one  with  a  similar  ornament  of  stars,  and  tfaa 
Cf^  of  America  shdterii^  the  unstrung  harp  of  Ireland*. 
Mr.  Emmet  had  enngmted  to  the  States,  and  settled  in 
New  York,  where  ha  had  acquired  considerable  reputation 
many  years  previous  to  his  deatii.  There  is  also  another 
monument  near  it  under  the  portieo  of  Ae  ehurch  to 
General  Montgomery,  who  fell  in  the  unsuccessfrd  attadc 
vpon  Cteebec  in  1775.  TUs  mioniHaei]^  was  ereotwl  pie* 
vioudy  to  the  declasatkm  of  independence  by  Ac  Congress ; 
and  in  1818,  when  his  remains  were  riemoved  from  Qaebee 
to  New  York  and  interred  at  St.  Paul's,  another  tablet 
was  added  recording  tiie  event ;  though  at  the  time  greait 
doubts  were  entertained  whether  they  actually  were  Am 
general's  remains  which  were  exhumed.    The  matter  was, 
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however,  subsequently  set  at  rest  beyond  a  doubt,  by  the 
publication  of  a  certificate*^  drawn  up  by  the  person  who 
had  actually  buried  the  general  in  the  first  instance,  and 
who  was  then  living  in  Quebec  at  a  very  advanced  age, 
being  the  only  survivor  of  the  army  which  served  under 
Wolfe.  There  is  a  very  handsome  monument  near  the 
centre  of  the  church-yard,  erected  by  Kean  of  Drury  Lane 
Theatre  to  Cooke  the  actor.  Trinity  Church,  which  is  also 
in  Broadway,  was  the  oldest  in  the  city,  having  been  ori- 
ginally built  in  1696,  but  destroyed  by  fire  eighty  years 
afterwards,  although  from  the  circumstance  of  a  monu- 
ment in  the  church-yard  of  1691,  it  appears  it  was  used 
as  a  burial  ground  some  time  previously.  Though  not 
containing  much  above  an  acre  of  ground,  by  a  moderate 
calculation,  not  fewer  than  200,000  bodies  have  been 
buried  in  it.  Of  late  years  tihere  have  been  no  burials^ 
and  weeping  willows  with  various  trees  have  been  planted, 
which  in  time  will  make  it  ornamental  to  the  city.  In 
one  comer  are  the  ruins  of  a  monument,  erected  but  six- 
teen years  suice  to  Captain  Lawrence,  of  the  American 
navy,  who  fell  defending  his  ship,  the  Chesapeake,  against 
Sir  P.  Broke,  in  the  Shannon.  His  body  was  taken  to 
Halifitx  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  buried  there  with  all  the  ho^ 
nours  of  war,  the  {mil  being  the  American  ensign  sup- 
ported by  six  of  the  senior  captains  in  the  royal  navy 
then  in  the  harbour.  But  the  Americans  immediately 
after  sent  a  vessel  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  apply  for  the 
removal  of  the  body,  which  being  granted,  it  was  reburied 
in  Trinity  Church-yard,  and  the  present  monument,  no 
lasting  memorial  of  his  country's  grief,  erected  upon  the 
spot.  It  is  a  most  shabby,  economical  structure,  built  of 
brick  and  faced  with  white  marble.    The  column,  of  the 

•  Vide  Appendix  2, 
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Corinthian  order^  is  broken  short,  virith  part  of  the  capital 
lying  at  the  base  of  the  pedestal,  emblematic  of  his  pre- 
mature death.  Owing  to  the  summit  being  exposed  to 
the  weather,  the  rain  has  gained  admittance  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  brick-work,  and  has  given  the  column  a  con- 
siderable inclination  to  one  side.  Some  of  the  marble 
front  also,  with  two  sides  of  that  of  the  pedestal,  have 
fallen  down  and  exposed  the  shabby  interior.  Surely 
such  a  man  deserved  a  monument  of  more  durable  mate- 
rials. That  the  Americans,  however,  were  not  unmindful 
of  the  respect  paid  to  his  remains  by  the  British,  appears 
from  the  following  part  of  the  inscription  upon  the  mo- 
nument :-^ 

"  His  bravery  in  action 

Was  only  equalled  by   his  modesty  in  triumph. 

And  his  magnanimity  to  the  vanquished. 

In  private  life 

He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  most  generous  and  endearing  qualities ; 

And  so  acknowledged  was  his  public  worth 

That  the  whole  nation  mourned  his  loss. 

And  the  enemy  contended  with  his  countrymen 

Who  most  should  honour  his  remains." 

There  is  a  monument  near  it  to  the  memory  of  General 
Hamilton,  who  had  served  with  distinction  under  Wash- 
ington, and  ranked  high  as  a  statesman.  He  was  killed 
in  a  duel  by  Colonel  Burr,  the  Vice-president  of  the 
United  States,  who  is  yet  living  in  New  York.  The  in- 
scription is  as  follows: — 

To   the   memory   of  Alexander  Hamilton 
The  Corporation  of  Trinity  Church 

Have  erected  this  monument 

In  testimony  of  their  reject  for 

The  Patriot  of  incorruptible  integrity, 

The  Soldier  of  approved  valour, 

The  statesman  of  consummate  wisdom  ^ 
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Whose  Uieots  and  whose  virtues 

Will  be  admired  by  a  grateful  posterity 

Long  after  this  marble  shall  have  mouldered  into  dust. 

He  died  July  2nd,  1804,  aged  47. 

Brooklyn^  on  the  opposite  side  of  East  River,  and  situ- 
ated upon  Long  Island,  is  a  place  of  considerable  import- 
ance, containing  upwards  of  12,000  inhabitants.  There 
are  many  country  seats  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  bekmg* 
ing  to  New  York  merchants.  In  the  navy  yard  on  WaU- 
about  Bay,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  were  two  laige 
frigates  upon  the  stocks ;  and,  as  in  the  other  yards  at  Phi* 
ladelphia  and  Washington,  considerable  additions  wore 
making  in  erecting  buildings,  piers,  &c.  The  intrench- 
ments  thrown  up  in  defence  of  the  town  in  1776,  when 
the  American  army  recdved  so  terrible  a  defeat  from  the 
British  and  Hessians  under  Comwallis  and  Clinton,  still 
remain  upon  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  navy  yard ;  and  the 
marsh  where  so  many  were  smothered  in  the  retreat  is 
seen  from  thence  near  the  bay  upon  the  right.  Situated 
in  a  similar  manner  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  city,  and 
across  the  Hudson,  is  Hoboken,  a  particularly  pretty  spot 
and  great  promenade  and  lounge  for  the  citizens.  They 
assemble  here  in  great  numbers,  the  gardens  being  taste- 
JfuQy  laid  out  in  walks,  to  stroll  about  and  to  enjoy  a  ride 
upon  a  circular  rail-road  devised  by  some  ingenious  person. 
It  is  built  upon  frame  work,  raised  three  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  carriages  which  run  upon  it  are  so  con- 
structed that  those  who  sit  in  them,  by  turning  a  handle 
in  front  of  the  seat,  keep  the  carriage  in  motion,  when  it 
it  is  once  set  off  by  a  slight  push,  and  uige  it  along  with 
great  rapidity ;  being  allowed  to  travel  three  times  round 
it,  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  for  a  shilling.  However,  it 
was  a  pleasure  which  I  thought  dearly  earned,  and  very 
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fiUaguing  to  the  anns,  for  those  who  are  ambitious  of 
speedy  travelling.  There  are  a  double  set  of  ndls,  and 
cmly  two  carriages,  which  take  contrary  directions,  so  that 
a  sluggish  man  cannot  be  run  over.  Hoboken  being  in 
New  Jersey,  and  out  of  the  jurisdic^on  of  the  city,'^afiain 
of  honour  are  generally  settled  under  a  high  bank,  some 
distance  above  the  landing-place,  where  General  Hamilton 
fdl.  Upon  my  return  one  day  from  this  place  to  the  city, 
I  met  a  procession  of  several  hundreds  of  African  blacks, 
parading  through  the  streets,  with  music  and  banners  of 
their  different  trades  and  societies.  The  majority  of  them 
appeared  to  be  true  worshippers  of  Bacchus :  the  sailors 
carried  some  models  of  small  vessels  of  war,  while  their 
band,  rolling  about  in  fix>nt,  attempted  to  play  the  ^^British 
Grenadiers/'  All  wore  a  yellow  sash  across  their  shoul- 
ders, and  those  at  the  head  of  the  column,  apparently  the 
officers  of  the  Society,  were  upon  horseback,  and,  quipped 
in  frock  coats,  blue  sashes,  yellow  or  blue  satin  trowsers, 
making  thdr  steeds  caper  about,  and 

**  Witching  the  world  with  noble  horsemanship." 

Of  all  dandies,  the  negroes  in  America  are  the  most  into- 
lerable; afrushion,to  come  up  to  their  idea  of  taste,  cannot 
be  too  autrS ;  let  it  be  ever  so  ridiculous,  they  adopt  it 
immediately.  When  I  was  in  New  York,  striped  trow- 
sers, kid  gloves,  three  or  four  feet  of  guard  chain  for  the 
watch,  and  gold-headed  canes,  were  the  ^^  correct  thing ; " 
with  two-thirds  of  the  sable  countenance  concealed  by  the 
well-starched  collar  of  the  shirt.  On  Sunday  afternoon, 
when  the  streets  in  all  the  cities  appeared  entirely  given 
up  to  the  African  world,  it  was  a  high  treat  to  witness 
the  switching  of  canes  and  important  strut  of  the  one  sex, 
and  the  affected  dangling  of  parasok  and  reticules  of  the 
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other.  Familiar  nods  or  distant  bows  of  recognition  were 
acknowledged  with  all  the  air  of  people  who  had  been 
rehearsing  their  parts  during  the  other  six  days  of  the 
week,  or  taking  lessons  from  the  manners  of  their  masters' 
visitors. 

Crossing  over  to  Hoboken,  on  the  9th  of  July,  I  took 
the  coach^  and  proceeded  near  the  high  ground  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Hudson  to  the  small  village  of  Aqua- 
kinok,  and  thenoe  upon  a  rail^road  which  had  been  lately 
opened  to  the  flourishing  town  of  Patterson,  on  the  Passaic 
River,  sixteen  miles  from  New  York.  It  wanted  an  hour 
to  mid-day  when  I  arrived,  and  the  rain  pouring  in  tor* 
rents  caused  the  dirty  streets  to  look  more  miserable  and 
dull  than  even  New  York,  from  which  every  one  was  hur» 
rjing  who  could  possibly  afford  means.  The  driver  of 
an  omnibus  came  across  tihe  river  in  the  steam-boat  with 
me,  and  had  Ids  entire  family  witih  baggage  stowed  within 
and  without  his  carriage,  intending  to  remain  in  the  coun- 
try until  the  dreadful  pestilence  abated.  I  had  also  crossed 
over  to  Patterson,  with  the  intention  of  staying  there  for  a 
few  days ;  then,  after  making  a'  short  tour  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania coal-mines  and  Wyoming,  to  return  to  the  city, 
trusting  that  the  inhabitants  would  be  more  settied.  But 
the  melancholy-looking  day  made  me  wish  myself  back 
again,  in  a  place  where,  whatever  other  drawback  there 
might  be,  I  could  at  least  lay  my  hands  upon  a  book  to 
pass  away  a  few  dull  hours.  After  Ustening  by  the  hour 
to  a  long  dissertation  upon  the  Reform  Bill  from  a  stout, 
one-legged  man,  I  encountered  another  unconscionably  long 
story,  from  a  little  spare  person,  about  hunting  and  ^^  old 
Kentuck,''  in  the  middle  of  which  all  his  audience,  except- 
ing myself,  deserted  him,  and,  betaking  themselves  to  their 
brandy  and  water,  gradually  dropped  off  one  by  one  to 
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their  respective  homes.  At  last  even  I  left  my  chair, 
where  I  had  been  most  patiently  sitting  in  a  half  dose, 
without  hearing  a  single  word  the  Kentuckian  had  been 
saying  for  the  last  forty  minutes,  and,  yawning,  wished 
him  good  evening,  just  as  he  had  got  me  some  half  dozen 
miles  up  the  Mammoth  Cave.  Thus,  having  lost  his  au- 
dience, he  rose,  and,  discovering  that  his  umbrella  was 
gone,  said,  with  an  air  which  appeared  almost  to  console 
him  for  the  loss,  ^^  Well,  I  guess  he  must  be  a  mean  fel- 
low who  would  dear  off  with  it ;  for  it  was  but  a  mean 
umbrella,  and  I  don't  care  one  cent  about  it,  only  the  pole 
and  shove-up  are  good,  that's  a  fao**  As  I  was  on  the 
point  of  retiring,  a  man  entered  the  room  smiling  and 
looking  as  if  he  had  some  good  joke  to  impart.  I  there- 
fore determined  to  wait  a  few  minutes  longer ;  but  he 
only  whispered  to  the  story-teller,  and  both,  laughing 
heartily,  left  the  house  together.  In  a  minute  or  two 
came  another,  with  the  same  important  countenance,  who 
took  away  the  landlord ;  and  immediately  afterwards  the 
bar-keeper  disappeared  in  the  same  mysterious  manner, 
leaving  a  little  girl  in  charge  of  his  department.  My  curi- 
osity was  now  excited  to  the  utmost;  so  laying  down  my 
candle  again,  although  it  was  still  raining  heavily,  I  fol- 
lowed him  out  into  the  dark  street,  and  down  it  for  some 
distance,  until,  walking  up  the  steps  of  a  house,  he  opened 
the  door,  and  entered.  Seeing  a  crowd  of  people  inside 
wearing  their  hats,  I  also  stepped  in,  and  found  myself  in 
a  small  frame  room,  devoid  of  all  fiii^ture,  excepting  two 
rough  diairs,  and  a  strong  greasy  table,  witii  some  benches 
placed  against  the  walls,  from  which  were  suspended  lists 
of  the  Newark  and  Hoboken  coaches,  steam-vessels,  lot- 
teries, the  comic  almanac,  and  other  placards.  One  of 
'  the  ricketty  old  chairs  was  occupied  by  an  elderly^  sharp- 
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fiBatiired  man,  with  long  gray  hair,  broshed  so  aa  to  display 
a  high  forehead,  and  with  a  pair  of  spectacles  fitted  on  the 
yery  tip  of  his  nose,  which  he  took  off  at  intervals  of  a 
minute  or  two,  and  looked  romid  with  great  dignity  upon 
the  people  assembled.  Then,  after  taking  the  circuit,  he 
let  his  eyes  fell  upon  an  ill-dressed  man,  apparently  an 
artisan,  who  sat  in  the  other  chair  opposite,  and  scruti- 
nized his  appearance  from  head  to  foot;  while  he  himself 
leaning  back  upon  his  own  seat,  and  balancing  on  the 
hinder  1^  of  it,  had  his  feet  crossed  on  the  top  of  the 
table,  upon  whidi  lay  a  plentifully  thumbed  and  dogs'- 
eared  yohune,  some  writing-paper,  and  an  ink-stand.  I 
was  utterly  at  a  loss,  for  some  time,  to  diwover  for  what 
purpose  so  many  silent  people  could  have  collected  to- 
gether, and  was,  at  last,  relieved  from  my  suspense  by  the 
elderly  man  suddenly  rousing  himself,  and  saying,  widi 
the  air  of  a  man  just  struck  by  some  bright  thought,  or 
as  if  determined  upon  some  great  imdertaldng,  '^  State 
tiie  charge  against  the  prisoner  ;'^  and  for  the  firat  time 
I  found  myself  in  the  presence  of  an  American  Justice  of 
the  peace.  The  man  who  had  so  coolly  taken  possession 
of  the  ofiher  chair  was  charged  witii  ^^pa3nng  for  a  quantity 
of  clams  (shell-fish),  which  he  had  purchased  from  a  little 
boy,  with  a  counterfeit  doUar  note/'  It  appeared,  upon  the 
evidence  of  a  host  of  witnesses,  that  he  had  been  taken 
firom  a  tavern  where  he  was  superintending  the  cooking  of 
the  clams,  and  tiiat  his  confederates  had  made  their  escape. 
The  prisoner  protested  most  vehemently  against  the  accu- 
sation, asserting  his  innocence  in  a  long  story,  which  was 
not  at  all  connected  with  the  charge,  and  was  interrupted 
momentarily  by  the  observations  and  witticisms  of  the 
by-standers,  on  the  dianoe  of  his*  being  lodged,  free  of 
expense,  in  good  ^>artments,  at  Sing-Sing    (the    State 
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pxison),  and  joking  him  upon  the  loss  of  his  dam  supper. 
The  Justice  ^qpeared  to  have  less  to  do  with  the  business 
than  any  one  else;  until  some  one  called  out,  ^^Let  the 
squire  cross-examine  him.'^  '^  Aye  do  cross-examine  hiro^ 
squire/'  reiterated  fifteen  voices ;  and  the  squire,  aocsord- 
ingly,  peering  over  the  top  of  his  spectades,  let  fly  a 
volleyof  "Whoareyou?"  "what's  your  trade?"  "where 
are  youfirom  ?"  "  what  brought  you  to  this  town  ?"  "  where 
did  you  get  that  note ? "  "what's  your  name?"  and  other 
questions,  with  sudi  amazing  volubility,  as  if  he  was  re- 
solved to  confuse  the  prisoner  with  the  very  weight  of 
them,  oonduding  by  saying,  "Well,  I  move  that  this 
ftOow  be  committed,"  and  that  we  make  up  the  dollar  for 
the  boy."  Silver  coins  to  the  amount  wore  immediately 
tiirown  upon  the  taUe  by  the  by-standers;  and  the  squir^ 
smiling  complacently,  threw  himsdf  bade  in  his  chair,  with 
hifl  eyes  fixed  upon  the  ceiling,  quite  overcome  with  the 
exertion  of  the  prisoner's  cross-examiiiatiw.  One  man  re- 
marked that  "he  had  bett^  dismiss  him,  for  the  doUar 
would  stand  the  state  in  200  dollars  to  prosecute."  The 
wooden-legged  man  also  took  a  most  prominent  and  active 
part  in  the  jokes  and  gibes  upon  the  prisoner,  saying,  ^Hfou 
liddy  deserve  three  years  in  Sing-Sing!"  " So  do  you,  if 
avery  rogue  had  his  deserts,"  answered  the  man.  ^^  Very 
13cdy,"  said  the  first;  "and,  if  I  go  there,  I  shall  make 
qpedal  ap}dication  to  be  put  in  the  same  cell  with  you^ 
and  I  win  tiien  give  you  a  good  flogging."  Soon  aft^ 
another  party  came  in  with  one  of  his  acoompliGes,  against 
whom  tiiie  first  turned  evidence,  and  was  th^efore  ad- 
mitted to  htal ;  but,  not  being  able  to  fiimish  it,  the  squire 
pennitted  him  to  go  away  on  his  bare  promise  that  he 
would  return  fhe  ibUowing  day,  and  the  other  culprit  was 
delivered  over  to  a  guard  of  dtiaens,  who  volunteered 
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their  services  for  the  night.  Although  throughout  the 
scene  was  ridiculous  in  the  extreme,  there  were  stall  some 
traits  highly  creditable  to  the  Justice  and  by-standers, 
especially  in  the  spirit  with  which  the  collection  was  made 
for  the  boy,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  all  prof* 
ferred  to  take  charge  of  the  prisoner  until  the  morning. 

The  town  already  contains  nearly  10,000  inhabitants,  and 
is  increasing  most  rapidly ;  there  are  at  present  nearly  thirty 
cotton-mills,  iron  and  brass  foundries,  in  the  upper  part 
of  it,  with  gardens  so  tastefully  laid  out,  and  the  banks  of 
the  riyer  kept  so  neat,  and  ornamented  with  weeping 
willows,  as  to  compensate  for  the  broken  bridges  and  dirt 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  It  is  estimated  that  ^each 
new  mill  brings  an  increase  of  1000  to  the  population ; 
and  two  more  were  building  when  I  visited  the  place.  It 
will  ere  long  be  the  Manchester  of  those  parts,  and  one 
of  the  largest  manu&cturing  towns  in  the  Union.  They 
have  already  the  advantage  of  a  rail-road  and  canal  to 
transport  their  goods  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia; 
and  much  machinery  is  made  for  exportation  to  the 
southern  markets. 

The  Passaic  River  is  very  romantic  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Patterson;  but,  upon  inquiring  where  what 
are  called  the  ^^  Grand  Falls"  were  to  be  seen,  I  was 
much  disappointed  to  find  that  they  were  actually  in  siglit, 
and  very  unimportant,  the  stream  being  diverted  on  three 
levels  for  the  supply  of  the  mills.  There  were  but  about 
100  gallons  per  minute  falling  over  a  predpioe  of  70  feet 
into  a  dark  and  narrow  gulf,  over  which  a  bridge  has 
been  thrown.  Some  few  years  since,  an  American,  of  the 
name  of  Patch,  leaped  from  a  spot  very  near  it  into  the 
chasm  beneath,  with  the  intention,  as  was  stated,  of  com- 
mitting suicide  j  but,  finding  himself  without  injury  in  ^he 
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water,  he  made  from  that  time  a  (xade  by  taking  a  similar 
leap  from  most  of  the' falls  in  the  States;  and  at  length 
met  his  death,  in  1829,  by  striking  against  some  sunken 
rocks  at  the  falls  of  the  Genesee,  in  the  town  of  Ro- 
chester. The  water  power  which  these  falls  -afford  is  so 
valuable  as  to  produce  an  income  of  25,000  dollars  pet 
annum  to  the  proprietor. 

Having  ascertained  that  I  could  not  obtain  any  other  con- 
veyance to  Easton,  on  my  route  to  the  coal  mines,  than  a 
heavy  canal  boat,  which  would  not  arrive  in  less  than  three 
days,  although  only  sixty  miles,  I  returned  to  New  York, 
notwithstanding  the  alarming  accounts  of  the  increase  of 
cholera,  on  the  1 2th  of  July.  The  city  bore  a  very  different 
appearance  from  that  which  it  presented  when  I  had  landed 
ten  days  previously,  or  even  when  I  had  departed  for  Pa- 
terson.  At  that  time  only  the  timid  had  fled  to  the  watering 
places  on  the  sea-coast,  or  the  Catskill  Mountains  on  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson.  Since  then,  every  one  who  could 
afford  means  appeared  to  have  followed  their  example. 
T%e  public  gardens  and  theatres  were  closed,  and  in  many 
Greets  entire  rows  of  houses  were  deserted,  their  late  oc- 
cupants having  fled  from  the  dreadful  pestilence.  A  steamr 
vessel  on  the  Hudson  carried  away  700  passengers  at  one 
time,  and  yet  refused  to  take  many  who  were  anxious  to 
esSetpe.  The  gay  shops  in  Broadway  were  closed  by  half 
past  eight  in  the  evening ;  the  facetious  auctioneer  had  no 
audience ;  and  only  a  solitary  individual  was  at  intervals 
seen  hurrying  down  the  street,  as  if  upon  some  urgent 
business.  The  bustle  of  Wall  Street  had  almost  ceased, 
and  trades'-people  of  every  description  complained  that 
bankruptcy  n^ust  certainly  come  upon  them,  if  the  general 
panic  continued.  The  vast  shoals  of  travellers  who  had 
been  hurrying  towards  the  north,  to  escape  the  more  un- 
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healthy  climate  of  the  south,  were  met  here  by  ^  more 
dreaded  enemy  than  even  the  yellow-fever,  and  had  aU 
returned  to  their  homes,  or  betaken  themselves  to  the 
springs    in    Virginia.     The    hotels    were    comparatively 
empty.    The  earl  and  countess  Belmore  had  arrived  ifrom 
Jamaica  for  the  express  purpose  of  travelling  through  the 
United  States ;  but  after  making  a  stay  of  four  or  five  days 
at  the  hotel,  and  one  short  excursion  up  the  Hudson,  they 
proceeded  to  England  by  the  first  packet  which  sailed. 
The  Americans,  I  had  firequent  occasion  to  observe,  are 
an  easily  excited  people,  and  even  destitute  of  that  moral 
courage  which  is  so  requisite  in  times  of  penional  or  na- 
tional calamity.    The  panic  and  excitement  upon  this 
occasion  were  much  augmented  by  the  daily  prints,  which, 
not  content  with  merely  taking  notice  of  cases  in  roimd 
numbors,  mentioned  every  alarming  incident  they  could 
possibly  coUect;  and  even  the  names,  the  streets,  the  num- 
ber of  the  house,  and  the  medical  men  who  attended  the 
patients,  were  duly  inserted.    As  an  instance  of  the  extra- 
ordinary dread  entertained  of  the  malady,  a  respectable 
printer  in   Philaddphia  committed  suidde  by  taking  a^ 
quantity  of  laudanum ;  and  said  to  those  ai^und  him,  who 
w^re  attempting  to  save  his  life,  that  all  eBorts  would  be 
firuidesB,  and,  if  the  physicians  prepared  an  antidote,  they 
could  not  make  him  take  it;  that  ^^he  had  heard  the 
cholera  was  in  Quebec,  and,  being  thoroughly  convinced 
that  it  would  spread  over  the  whole  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, he  had  come  to  the  determination  of  not  suffering 
an  attack  of  it  himself,  or  seeing  his  wife  and  children 
die  before  him.''     Unfortunately,  too,  a  great  schism  pre- 
vailed amongst  the  medical  men,  who  were  either  jealous 
of  each  other's  practice,  or  disagreed  in  the  views  they 
took  of  the  disease.    The  board  of  health  refused  to  pub- 
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luh  the  reports  of  cases  sent  in  by  an  eminent  practitioner 
in  the  city,  who  had  proceeded  to  Quebec  upon  the  first 
appearance  of  the  cholera  there,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of 
it.  This  so  incensed  him  that  he  withdrew  his  name 
from  amongst  the  members  composing  the  board;  and, 
othen  refusing  to  make  any  returns,  an  order  was  issued 
by  those  in  power  that  any  medical  man  who  did  not 
make  a  return  of  cases  should  be  fined  forty  doUars.  It 
was  hoped,  too,  that  the  fear  of  this  penalty  would  act 
as  a  check  upon  the  quack  doctors  (or  steam  doctors,  as 
the  Americans  call  them),  who  flocked  into  tiie  city  £rom 
all  quarters,  and  put  in  practice  the  system  firom  which 
they  derive  their  name-<-hot-baths  and  cayenne  pepper 
for  eyery  complaint^  from  a  cold  and  sore  tlffoat  to  the 
ydlow-fever.  The  same  difference  of  opinion  pervacfed 
eyen  the  acts  of  Congress,  who,  ever  jealous  of  the  Pre- 
ndent's  authority,  could  not  come  to  any  decision  about 
appointing  a  day  of  fast  and  humiliation.  The  motion 
had  been  made  to  apply  to  the  President  to  order  a  day; 
but  it  was  rejected,  some  mosibers  contending  that  the  Pre* 
sident  had  no  ri^t  to  order  a  fast,  and  that  the  observance 
of  one  was  optional  ^th  every  one.  The  President,  in  an-* 
swer  to  an  application  firom  the  Committee  of  the  General 
Synod  in  New  York,  for  the  appointment  of  a  general 
fiuft^  said,  ^^  I  am  constrained  to  decline  the  draignation  of 
any  period  or  mode  as  proper  for  the  public  manifestar 
tion  of  this  reliance.  I  could  not  do  otherwise  without 
transcending  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  constitution  for 
the  President,  nor  without  feeling  that  I  might  in  some 
degree  disturb  the  security  which  religion  now  enjoys  in 
this  country^  in  its  complete  separation  from  the  political 
concerns  of  the  general  government. 
*'  It  is  the  province  of  the  pulpits,  and  the  state  tribunals, 
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to  recommend  the  time  and  mode  by  which  the  people 
may  best  attest  their  reliance  on  the  protecting  arm  of 
the  ALnighty  in  times  of^great  distress/' 

The  committee  then  applied  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  who  replied,  »  »  *  *  "As  fasting,  humilia- 
tion, and  prayer,  are  religious  rites,  so  the  recommenda- 
tion of  a  day  for  that  purpose  is  an  appeal  to  the  religious 
sentiments  of  the  community,  and  should,  in  my  opinion, 
proceed  from  an  authority  which  has  its  influence  over 
the  consciences  of  men,  rather  than  their  civil  obligations. 

'^  I  cannot  here  refrain  fix)m  the  remark,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  received  with  indulgence,  that  the  more  scrupu- 
lously the  religious  authorities  of  the  land  follow  the  indi- 
cations of  the  public  will,  as  pointed  out  in  her  constitu- 
tions, the  more  Ukely  will  they  be  to  have  that  influence 
which  is  essential  to  crown  with  success  their  labours  for 
the  ameUoration  of  the  condition  of  the  human  race." 

In  many  parts  of  the  town  the  streets  were  watered 
with  chloride  of  lime,  in  which,  as  an  antidote,  great  futh 
was  placed.  Upon  every  subject,  the  Americans  divide 
themselves  into  numerous  parties,  all  differing  in  some 
trifle  from  each  other ;  upon  this  occasion  there  were  con<» 
tagionists,  non-contagionists,  contingent  contagionists,  in- 
fectionists,  and  non-infectionists.  There  were  many  who 
asserted  that  the  disease  had  its  ori^n  in  the  air,  and 
that  if  a  piece  of  raw  meat  were  suspended  at  a  certain 
height  it  would  immediately  become  putrid.  The  experi- 
ment was  actually  tried  at  the  mast-head  of  a  ship  in  the 
harbour;  but,  upon  being  brought  down  again  in  a  few 
hours,  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  upon  the 
subject  were  much  disappointed  in  finding  it  in  the  same 
state  as  when  put  up.    Others  looked  for  the  ori^n  of 
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the  disease  from  the  earth — ^the  water — ^the  comet;  and  it 
was  even  gravely  asserted  that  the  sun  did  not  give  its 
customary  light.  There  were  some  who  would  not  eat 
meat,  and  others  who  would  not  eat  v^etables;  some 
who  would  not  .drink  any  thing  except  water,  and  others 
who  would  only  take  ^'  anti-cholera/'  as  they  termed  brandy 
and  port  wine.  The  temperate  soothed  their  fears,  by 
crying  out  that  only  the  dissolute  and  dirty  would  fall 
.  victims  to  it,  and  every  post  and  tree  in  the  dty  was  lar 
belled  with  *^  Quit  dram-drinking  if  you  would  not  have 
the  cholera."  Those  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  dram- 
drinking  were  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed :  one  party  told 
them  they  were  certain  to  contract  the  disease,  and  an- 
other assured  them  that,  if  they  were  to  abstain  suddenly 
from  their  former  habits,  there  would  be  no  hope  for 
them ;  and,  at  all  events,  they  would  be  bad  subjects  for 
it,  when  attacked.  Some  were  for  clothing  warm ;  but  an 
alarm  was  immediately  given,  by  the  opposite  party,  that 
excess  in  clothing  was  as  injurious  as  excess  in  drinking. 
It  was  no  wonder,  then,  that  nearly  100,000  of  the  inha- 
bitants fled  into  the  country,  and  many  of  them  out  of 
the  reach  of  medical  assistance  fell  victims  to  the  disease, 
which  they  might  probably  have  otherwise  escaped. 

The  second  evening  after  my  return,  I  walked  down  to 
the  battery ;  and  although  it  was  a  most  bewitching  scene, 
as  the  sun  set  mildly  and  beautifully  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  bay,  and  the  bright  moon  rose  majestically 
in  the  deep  blue  sky,  still  only  a  stranger  or  two  were 
seen,  leaning  over  the  rails  at  the  edge  of  the  pier. 
At  last  I  caught  the  general  infection  of  fear  myself 
(though  I  had  often  been  an  eye-witness  of  the  ravages 

• 

of  the  disease  in  other  lands,  without  any  such  sensation), 
and  the'  reflection  that  if  I  were  attacked  by  it  I  might 
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be  carried  off  to  some  public  hospital,  unknown,  and  al- 
most uncared  for,  made  me  think  it  would  be  more  pru^^^ 
dent  to  remove  to  a  healthier  part  of  the  country.  Cu- 
riosity alone  had  brought  me  to  New  York,  and  I  had 
been  there  a  fortnight  already  without  any  probability  of 
being  gratified  with  a  sight  of  any  thing  interesting;  two 
gentlemen,  whose  acquaintance  I  was  just  making,  were 
suddenly  carried  off  by  the  disease,  and  my  only  remain- 
ing fiiend  had  sailed  for  Ei^hmd :  I  therefore  determined 
to  continue  my  tour,  and,  if  possible^  return  at  a  busier 
and  gayer  time. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


The  flying  rumours  gathered  as  they  roll'd, 
Scarce  any  tale  was  sooner  heard  than  told ; 
And  all  who  told  it  added  something  new. 
And  all  who  heard  it  made  enlargements  too  ; 
In  ev'ry  ear  it  spread,  on  ev*ry  tongue  it  grew. 
Thus  flying  east  and  west,  and  north  and  south, 
News  travelled  with  increase  from  mouth  to  mouth. 

Pow. 

Satire  lashes  vice  into  reformation. 

Drtdbn. 


Mrs.  Trollops  states^  in  her  ^^  Domestic  Maimers  of 
the  Americans^''  that  much  angry  feeling  was  excited 
throughout  the  United  States  by  the  appearance  of  Cap^ 
tain  Hallos  travels  in  that  country;  probably  but  little 
imagining  that  she  herself  as  an  authoress  should  give 
such  umbrage  to  the  republicans^  and  that  the  gallant 
Ci^tain's  works  should  sink  into  comparative  insignifi- 
oance.  before  her  lashing  pen.  It  was  during  my  resi- 
dence in  New  York  that  her  first  publication  was  reprinted, 
and  the  commotion  it  created  amongst  the  good  citizens  is 
truly  inconceivable.  The  Tariff  and  Bank  Bill  were  alike 
forgotten^  and  the  tug  of  war  was  hard,  whether  the 
*^  Domestic  Manners/'  or  die  cholera^  which  burst  upon 
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them  simultaneously,  should  be  the  more  engrossing  topic 
of  conversation.  At  every  comer  of  the  street,  at  the 
door  of  every  petty  retailer  of  information  for  the  people, 
a  large  placard  met  the  eye  with,  '^  For  sale  here,  with 
plates.  Domestic  Manners  of  the  Americans,  by  Mrs* 
TroUope/'  At  every  table  d'h6te,  on  board  of  every 
steam-boat,  in  every  stage-coach,  and  in  all  societies,  the 
first  question  was,  "  Have  you  read  Mrs.  Trollope  ?"  And 
one  half  of  the  people  would  be  seen  with  a  red  or  blue 
half-bound  volume  in  their  hand,  which  you  might  vouch 
for  being  the  odious  work ;  and  the  more  it  was  abused 
the  more  rapidly  did  the  printers  issue  new  editions.  I 
never  could  ascertlain  the  reason  why  the  American  edition 
appeared  without  the  name  of  its  publisher :  whether  it 
arose  from  the  fear  of  subjecting  himself  to  serious  con* 
sequences  for  printing  a  work  which  spoke  so  unfavour* 
ably  of  his  country,  or  that  he  was  ashamed  of  pubhdy 
acknowledging  the  preface,  in  which  he  laboured  to  prove 
that  Mrs.  Trollope  and  Captain  ^^AU''  (as  he  was  ftce- 
tiously  pleased  to  write  the  name,  as  being  the  true  English 
pronunciation)  were  one  and  the  same  person, — an  opinion 
which  soon  gained  ground,  and  I  was  assured  by  many 
intelligent  people  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  *Hhat  Captain  Hall  had  written  every  word  of  it; 
Mrs.  Trollope  might  probably  have  furnished  notes  for  i^ 
but  certainly  nothing  more;  no  one  who  had  read  the 
two  works,  and  observed  the  great  similarity  of  expression 
and  opinions,  could  for  a  moment  doubt  the  author^s 
identity,  and  every  one  was  well  aware  that  he  had  been 
sent  out  by  the  Quarterly  Review."  Never  were  two 
poor  authors  so  abused :  every  newspaper  for  two  months^ 
teemed  with  some  violent    remarks,    and  p^sonalitieSj^ 
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which  were  substituted  for  recitations,  thus  appsrently 
verifying  the   justice  of  the  Saying,   that 


*'  Blunt  truths  more  mischief  than  nice  falsehoods  do ; 


r> 


nor  was  this  kind  of  criticism  confined  merely  to  editors 
of  daily  newspapers ;  but  even  people  who  had  some  pre- 
tensions to  literary  talent  fell  into  the  same  error.  Mr. 
Dunlap,  in  his  late  history  of  the  American  stage,  confi* 
dently  states  that  Captain  Hall  was  the  author  of  the  work 
in  question;  and  Mr.  Paulding,  who  ranks  high  as  an 
author  amongst  his  countrymen,  in  his  late  novel  of 
*^ Westward  Ho!''  exerts  himself,  as  much  as  possible, 
to  hold  up  Captain  Hall  to  the  ridicule  of  the  Americans, 
merely  because  he  differs  in  opinion  from  them;  forget- 
ting that 

"  Tis  with  OUT  judgments  as  our  watches,  none 
60  just  alike,  .yet  each  believes  his  own/' 

Though  the  extract  I  allude  to  is  long,  yet  I  transcribe 
it,  as  serving  two  purposes ;  one  to  show  the  soreness  of 
the  Americans,  and  the  other  to  give  a  specimen  of  the 
Western  provincialisms. 

"Well,  then.  Captain,  if  he  won't  sing,  suppose  you 
tell  us  another  story,'*  quoth  Cherub  Spooney. 

'^  Ay,  do  now.  Captain ;  tell  us  the  story  of  the  strange 
cretur  you  picked  up  going  down  the  river,"  said  another. 

"  Ah !  now  do,  Massa  Cappin  Sam,"  quoth  Blackey. 

"Well,  I'll  tell  you  how  it  was.  We  had  hauled  in 
the  Broad-horn  dose  ashore  to  wood ;  wind  was  up  stream, 
BO  we  couldn't  make  much  headway  any  how.  Bill  told 
the  nigger  to  cook  a  few  steaks  off  Clumsy — that  was  what 
we  called  the  bear  I  shot  the  day  before.  Well,  while  we 
were  a-wooding— " 

"  That  story 's  as  long  as  the  Mississippi,"  said  one. 
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^^  Shut  pan^  and  sing  dumb,  or  Fll  throw  you  into  the 
drink^"  exclaimed  Spooney. 

"  Why,  I  heard  that  story  before." 

^^  Welly  supposing  you  did,  I  didn't,  go  on.  Cap- 
tain." 

**  Well,  as  I  was  sa3^ng,  Spoon,  the  nigger  — " 

^^  I  tiiik  he  might  call  'um  gemman  of  colour,"  muttered 
Blackey. 

'^The  nigger  went  to  cook  some  bear  while  we  were 
wooding,  so  that  we  might  have  something  to  go  upon. 
When  we  came  back,   what  kind  of  a  varment  do  you 
think  we  started  in  the  cane-brake  ? " 
.  '^  I  reckon  an  alligator,"  said  Blackey. 

^^  Hold  your  tongue,  you  beauty,  or  you  shall  smell 
brimstone  through  a  nail  hole,"  cried  Spooney;  ^*go 
a-head,  go  a-head.  Captain." 

^^  Well,  as  I  was  saying,  we  started  the  drollest  varment, 
perhaps,  you  ever  did  see.  Its  face  was  covered  with  hair, 
like  a  bull  bufiieJo,  all  but  a  little  place  for  his  eyes  to  see 
through.  It  looked  mighty  skeery,  as  though  it  thought 
itself  a  gone-sucker,  and  calculated  we  were  going  to  eat 
it,  before  we  killed  it;  but  we  carried  it  aboard  the  Broad- 
horn,  and  took  compassion  on  the  poor  thing.  I  slapped 
it  on  the  back,  and  told  it  to  stand  on  its  hind  legs,  and  I 
wish  I  may  run  on  a  sawyer  if  it  did'nt  turn  out  to  be 
a  live  dandy." 

"Had  it  a  tail?" 

"  I'll  wool  lightning  out  of  you,  Bill,  if  you  interrupt 


me." 


"That's  actionable  in  New  Orleans." 

"  Ha,  ha,  whoop  !  wake  snakes — go  a-head,  go  arhead, 
and  don't  be  so  rantankerous,"  shouted  the  audience. 
"  I  swear,  if  he  oq/ce  gets  my  tail  up,  he'll  find  Fm  from 
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the  forks  of  the  roaring  river,  and  a  bit  of  a  screamer/' 
said  Captain  Hugg* 

'^  Well,  go  a-bead — go  a-bead, — ^tell  us  about  flie 
dandy — ha !  ha !  ha !  I  should  like  to  have  seen  it  when 
it  stood  on  its  bind  l^s — ^wbat  did  it  say  ?  ** 

^Why^  I  asked  what  they  called  such  queer  things 
where  it  came  firom,  and  it  said  Basil ;  and  that  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  steam-boat  had  put  it  ashcnre,  because  it  insisted 
on  going  into  the  ladies'  cabin. — ^Well,  some  of  us  called  it 
summer  savory,  some  catnip,  some  sweet  Basil,  and  we  had 
high  fun  with  the  cretur,  and  laughed  till  we  were  tired. 
And  then  we  set  him  on  a  barrel  forked  end  down- 
wards." 

^^  Tough !  yough  !  yough !  *'  ejaculated  Blackey,  burst- 
ing into  one'  of  his  indescribable  laughs. 

'^No  laughing  in  the  ranks  there — ^throw  that  nigger 
overboard,  if  he  laughs  before  I  come  to  the  right  place, 
and  then  you  may  all  begin.  Well,  then,  I  b^an  to  ask 
him  all  about  himself,  and  he  told  me  he  was  a  great  tra- 
veller, and  that  he  had  been  so  far  north  that  the  north- 
star  was  south  of  him ;  and  then  he  «sked  me  if  I  knew 
any  thing  of  navigation  and  the  use  of  the  globes.  ^^  To 
be  sure  I  do,"  said  I,  ^^  aint  they  made  for  people  to  live 
in?''  Then  he  inquired  if  I  ever  heard  of  Herschel,  or 
Hisshel,  I  forget  which,  and  I  told  him  I  knew  him  as  well 
BA  a  squirrel  knows  a  hickory-nut  from  an  acorn." 

'^  He's  dead,"  said  the  queer  cretur. 

''  No,  no,"  says  I,  ^  that  won't  do,  there 's  no  mistake  in 
Shavetail,  you  may  swear.  I  saw  a  pedlar  with  some 
splendid  sausages  made  of  red  flannel,  and  turnips,  go  by 
our  house,  and  I  changed  with  him  some  wooden  bacon 
hams.  He  comes  from  Litchfield,  where  Herschel  lived,  and 
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didn't  say  a  word  about  it.  Here  he  made  a  note  in  his 
book,  and  I  begun  to  smoke  him  for  one  of  those  fellows 
that  drive  a  sort  of  a  trade  of  making  books  about  old  Ken- 
tudc  and  the  western  country ;  so  I  thought  I'd  set  him 
barking  up  the  wrong  tree  a  little,  and  I  told  him  some 
stories  that  were  enough  to  set  the  Mississippi  a-fire ;  but 
he  put  them  aU  down  in  his  book.  One  of  my  men  was 
listening,  and  he  sung  out,  '^  Well,  Sam,  you  do  take  the 
rag  off  the  bush,  that's  sartin ; "  and  I  was  fearful  dandy 
would  find  out  I  was  smoking  him,  so  I  jumped  up,  and 
told  Tom  a  short  horse  was  soon  curried,  and  I'd  knock 
him  into  a  cocked  hat  if  he  said  another  -wcrd^  and  that 
broke  up  the  conversation. 

^^Next  morning  we  stopped  to  wood  a  Uttle  below 
New  Madrid,  and  the  dandy  who  seemed  one  of  the 
curiousest  creturs  you  ever  saw,  and  was  poking  his  nose 
every  where,  like  a  dog  smelling  out  a  trail,  went  with  me 
a  little  way  into  a  cane-brake,  where  we  met  a  woman  living 
under  a  board-shed,  with  four  or  five  children.  Dandy 
asked  her  if  she  was  all  alone ;  she  said  her  husband  had 
gone  up  to  Yellow  Banks  to  look  for  better  land.  Then 
he  wanted  to  know  what  she  had  to  eat,  and  she  said, 
nothing  but  sweet  pumpkins.  ^'  What,  no  meat  ? "  said 
he.  "  No,  nothing  but  sweet  pumpkins."  Well,"  said 
dandy,  '^  I  never  saw  any  thing  half  so  bad  as  this  in  the 
old  countries,"  and  then  he  put  his  hand  in  his  pocke^ 
and  gave  her  a  pickatlon.  '^  Thank  you,"  said  she,  '^  as  I 
am  a  living  woman,  I  've  tasted  no  meat  for  the  last  fort- 
night— ^nothing  but  venison  and  wild  turkey."  The  d — 1 
you  ha'int,"  said  Dandy ;  and  wanted  to  get  the  pickatlon 
back  again. 

<'  What  a  ^dld-goose  of  a  fellow,   not  to  know  that 
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nothing  is  called  meat  in  these  parts  but  salt-pork  and 
beef.  He 's  a  pretty  hand  to  write  books  of  travels/'  said 
Spooney. 

'*  I  wish  I  may  be  forced  to  pass  the  old  sycamore  root 
up  stream  twice  a  day,  if  I'd  give  the  Mississippi  navi- 
gator for  a  whole  mft  of  such  creturs." 

^  But  what  did  you  do  with  him  at  last.  Captain  ? " 
said  another. 

**  Why,  I  got  tired  of  making  fun  of  the  ring-tail  roarer, 
and  happening  to  meet  the  steam  boat  Daniel  Boone, 
Captain  Lansdale,  coming  down  stream,  just  as  she  had 
smashed  a  broad  horn,  and  the  owner  was  sitting  on  the 
top  of  it,  singing. 


**  Hail  Colunbia,  liappy  Uiid> 
If  I  a'int  ruiD'd  I  '11  be ," 


I  persuaded  the  Captain  to  let  the  Dandy  come  on  board 
again,  on  his  promising  to  keep  out  of  the  ladies'  cabin—' 
So  we  shook  hands;  and  '^I  wish  I  might  be  smash'd  too 
if  I  wouldn't  sooner  hunt  such  a  racaoon  than  the  fattest 
buck  that  ever  broke  bread  in  old  Eentuck." 

This  is  but  a  mild  specimen  of  the  bitter  feeling  which 
was  exhibited  against  the  gallant  Captain;  and  I  sincerely 
give  it' as  my  opinion  that  neither  he  nor  Mrs.  TroUope 
could  with  safety  make  their  personal  appearance  again  in 
the  United  States.  Never  was  there  so  extremely  sensitive 
a  person  as  brother  Jonathan.  He  lashes  himself  into  a 
violent  rage,  if  any  one  doubts  that  his  own  dear  land  is 
not  the  abode  of  all  that  is  estimable.  Mere  approval  will 
hot  do  for  him ;  it  must  be  the  most  unqualified  approba- 
tion ;  and  he  thinks  he  is  in  duty  bound  to  consider  any 
national  reflection  a  personal  insult,  and  to  resent  it  accord- 
ingly.   Thus  it  has  ever  been  in  his  wars  with  England, 
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which  were  carried  on  with  greater  animosity  than  any  of 
our  continental  struggles.  Thus^  also  (to  descend  to  minor 
aflhirs))  can  alone  be  explained  their  conduct  towards  Kean, 
Anderson^  and  others,  where  the  whole  nation  resented 
what  was  only  a  private  quarrel. 

Although  I  should  not  wish  to  identify  myself  with 
Mrs.  Trollope's  opinions  and  sentiments,  inasmuch  as 
she  evidently  is  a  writer  who,  in  drawing  a  tolerable 
likeness,  has  given  a  broad  caricature  of  the  Americans, 
and  most  unjustly  impressed  those  who  have  not  vinted 
the  United   States  with  the  imagination  that  no  gen- 
tlemen are  to  be  met  with  there,  yet  I  must  think  her 
^'  Domestic  Manners"  will  do  good  amongst  a  certain  dasa 
of  people.    The  effects  had  even  begun  to  show  themselves 
before  I  quitted  the  country ;  and  I  record  the  following 
anecdote,  in  order  that,  if  these  poor  pages  ever  meet  the 
eye  of  the  witty  and  much  abused  authoress,  she  may  con- 
gratulate herself  on  having  already  worked  a  partial  reform. 
When  Miss  Kemble  made  her  first  appearance  at  the  P^k 
Theatre  in  New  York,  the  house  was  crowded  to  excess : 
and  a  gentleman  in  the  boxes,  turning  round  between  the 
acts  of  the  play  to  speak  to  some  one  who  sat  in  the  bench 
behind  him,  displayedrather  more  ofhis  back  to  the  pit  than 
was  thought  quite  orthodox*    This  was  no  sooner  observed 
than  a  low  murmer  arose  amongst  the  insulted  part  al  the 
audience,  which  presently  burst  forth  into  loud  cries  oi 
"TroUope!"    TroUope!"  "turn  him  out,"  « throw  him 
over,"  &c.,   and  continued    for  several  minutes,  accom- 
panied by  the  most  discordant  noises,  until  the  offend- 
ing person  assumed  a  less  objectionable  position.    I  will 
bear  witness  that  I  have  frequently  seen  as  much  want 
of  decorum  in  our  theatres  as  I  ever  did  in  the  American ; 
and  tliink  that  our  bar-rooms  and  ordinaries  in  country 
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inns,  and  passengers  on  a  stage-coach^  m^ht  with  as  much 
justice  be  taken  as  samples  by  which  a  f<»reigner  might 
foim  his  estimate  of  English  gentlemen  as  the  inmates  of 
steam-vessels^  canal-boats,  and  lodging-hoqses,  shotdd  be 
of  American  gentlemen.  That  the  Americans  generally 
have  many  impleasant  customs,  no  sensible  man  in  the 
country  will  deny;  and  if  ringing  the  changes  upon  to- 
bacco chewing  and  smoking,  dram-drinking,  and  spitting, 
perpetually  in  their  ears,  will  be  of  any  service  towards 
working  a  reformation,  no  Eng^h  traveller  will  ever  spare 
them ;  and  no  man  could  have  more  strongly  expressed 
his  abhorrence  of  sudi  filthy  halats  than  I  did  during  my 
sojourn  in  the  States. 

Though  liie  long  extract  I  have  given  firom  Mr.  Pauld- 
ing's work  should  be  considered  as  a  good  ^specimen  of 
western  provincialisms,  yet  not  an  American,  let  him  be 
Yankee  or  Southerner,  firom  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  or 
the  Mississippi,  but  flatters  himself  that  he  speaks  more 
correct  English  than  we  illiterate  sons  of  the  mother  isle. 
If  you  ask  a  Canadian  in  what  part  of  the  globe  the  purest 
French  is  spoken,  he  will  reply,  ^'  upon  the  shores  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,''  and  assign  as  the  reason  for  such  being 
the  case  that  a  patois  was  introduced  in  the  old  country 
when  the  canaiUe  gained  the  ascendancy  during  the  Re- 
volution of  1792,  and  that  the  correct  language  &lling, 
with  the  princes  and  nobles,  Canada  alone,  which  has  not 
been  subject  to  any  such  convulsions,  retains  the  language 
in  its  original  purity.  Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  I  was 
frequently  told  by  casual  acquaintance  in  the  States, 
^'  Well,  I  should  have  imagined  you  to  be  an  American, 
you  have  not  got  the  English  brogue^  and  aspirate  the 
letter  A,  when  speaking."  And  once  I  was  actually  told, 
by  a  fellow-passenger  in  the  stage-coach  from  Alexandria 
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to  Winchester,  ^'Really  I  should  never  have  thought 
you  to  be  from  the  old  country,  you  pronounce  your 
words  so  well,  and  have  not  got  the  turn-up  nose !"  This 
same  ^'  turn-up  nose/'  somewhat  approaching  to  the  pug, 
is,  I  find,  one  of  the  characteristic  marks  of  an  English-^ 
man  in  American  eyes ;  and  they  apply  the  term  ^'  Cock-^ 
ney  "  as  indiscriminately  to  us  as  we  do  that  of  ^^  Yankee'' 
to  them.  Whatever  may  be  their  opinion  of  the  manner 
in  which  we  natives  of  Great  Britain  speak  the  mother^ 
tongue,  I  can  affirm  that  the  nasal  twang,  which  Americans 
of  every  class  possess  in  some  degree,  is  very  grating  and 
disagreeable  to  the  ears  of  an  Englishman. 
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CHAP.  XI. 


Lady  Charlotte.    I  want  none  of  your  explanations — (scornfully.) 

Garrick. 


Taking  advantage  of  a  bright  morning  sun,  so  that  I 
might  enjoy  a  view  of  surrounding  objects,  I  embarked 
on  board  the  Superior  steam-vessel,  on  East  River,  for 
Newhaven  in  Connecticut.  I  departed  from  New  York 
rather  sooner  than  even  the  unhealthy  state  of  the  place 
would  have  urged,  being  fearful  that  if  I  remained  there 
many  days  longer  an  opportunity  would  not  occur  of 
leaving  the  city,  as  many  steam-vessels  had  discontinued 
making  their  usual  trips,  from  the  long  quarantine  imposed 
upon  them  in  some  ports,  and  from  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  passengers.  The  most  conspicuous  objects  on 
the  banks  of  the  East  River  are  the  two  large  stone  build- 
ings of  the  Almshouse  at  Belle-Vue,  which  contain  from 
1200  to  1500  inmates.  Amongst  them  the  cholera  was 
making  most  frightful  ravages,  principally  owing  to  the 
impaired  constitution  of  the  patients ;  and  at  this  time 
upwards  of  thirty  were  dying  daily. 

A  short  distance  further  a  penitentiary  is  erecting  upon 
an  island,  for  the  confinement  of  prisoners  under  sentence 
of  two  years  or  a  less  period.    It  is  a  very  narrow,  long, 
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tasteless  piece  of  architecture^  with  two  wings  so  closely 
studded  with  innumerable  windows  (no  broader  than  the 
loop-holes  of  an  old  castle)  as  to  give  it  a  most  ungraceful 
appearance.    Its  future  occupants  were  busily  employed  in 
its  construction;  and  were  closely  watched  by  an  overseer, 
who  was  pacing  to  and  fro,  upon  a  lofty  wooden  platform, 
lest  any  one  should  attepipt  to  escape  into  the  bushes. 
Opposite  to  the  upper  end  of  the  island  are  some  hand- 
some country  residences  on  the  mainland ;   and  also  the 
entrance  to  Hell-Gate,  or,  as  in  this  age  of  refinement  it 
is  called,  Hurl  Gate.     It  being  ebb-tide,  the  water  was 
rushing  with  great  violence  over  the   Hog^s  Back   aiid 
Gridiron,  and  boiling  and  tossing  about  in  a  furious  trou- 
ble in  the  Pot  and  Frying  Fto.    These  eddies  have  been 
most  aptly  named,  and  were  to  be  distinguished  at  a  great 
distance :  they  act  in  part  as  a  guard  against  the  entrance 
of  vessels  into  the  harbour,  and  batteries  were  also  erected 
some  few  years  since  on  the  point  of  land  which  form  the 
gBAe  to  make  the  pass  more  secure.    The  depth  of  water 
ia  ample,  as  two  French  ships  of  war,  when  blockaded  by 
the  British  off  New  York  in  1810,  made  their  escape 
through  the  gate  into  the  sound.    It  is  a  dangerous  and 
intrie«ite  navigation  for  sailing  craflb  at  all  times  of  tide, 
and  part  of  a  small  vessel  was  visible  above  water  when  we 
ran  through,  and  was  lying  on  some  huge  masses  of  rock 
in  the  centre  of  the  gate.     It  is  in  contemplation  to  excar 
vate  a  canal  across  the  peninsula,  firom  Pot  to  Hallet^s 
Cove,  of  sufficient  depth  to  admit  line^battle  ships ;  the 
estimated  expense  being  about  150,000  dollars  for  a  canal 
of  28  feet  in  depth  and  137  in  breadth  at  the  top. 

After  running  thirty  miles  amongst  innumerable  islands, 
and  keeping  along  the  continental  shore,  the  sound  be- 
came so  broad  that  Long  Island  was  but  indistinctly  seen. 
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Having  touched  at  sev^td  small  towns,  we  arriyed  at 
Newhaven,  eighty-six  miles  from  New  York,  in  six  hours 
and  a  half.    The  town,  haying  some  high  blu£f  rocks  rising 
at  the  back  of  it,  is  situated  at  the  head  of  a  bay  of  con- 
siderable extent,  which  atfbrds  an  excellent  shelter  from 
the  sea,  and  a  small  battery,  dignified  with  the  appellation 
of  Fort  Hale,  occupies  a  point  about  two  miles  up  the 
bay.    When  within  half  a  mile  of  the  pier,  the  steamer 
was  boarded  by  a  health  officer,  who  expressed  himself 
satisfied  with  the  Captain's  word  that  there  were  no  cho- 
lera cases  on  board ;  so,  being  permitted  to  land,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  an  hotel  in  a  large  square  called  the  Green, 
about  three- quart^v  <^  a  mile  in  drcumference.    It  has 
three  churches  in  a  line  near  the  centre  of  it,  and  at  a 
short  distance  in  another  line  a  state   house   (which  is 
almost  a  fac  simile  of  the  Philadelphian  bank)  and  a  Me- 
thodist chapel ;  while  the  opposite  side  of  the  square  is 
occupied  by  the  large  brick  buildings  of  the  Tale  CoU^e. 
The  square,  as  also  the  streets  of  the  town  (which  contains 
11,000  inhabitants)  are  planted  with  fine  elm  trees,  which 
keep  them,  however,  exceedingly  wet  and  dirty.    The  col- 
lege has  four  houses  for  the  lodging  of  the  students,  two 
chapels,  and  a  Lyceeum  (in  which  are  the  recitation  rooms), 
and  possesses  an  excellent  library.     It  was  commenced 
in  1 700,  by  the  recommendation  of  eleven  of  the  principal 
ministers  of  neighbouring  towns,  who  had  been  appointed 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  should  deem  fit  for  the 
regulation  of  a  college.    Its  first  commencement  was  held 
at  Saybrook  in  1702,  and  removed  to  Newhaven  in  1717- 
The  Hon.  Elihu  Tale,  Oovemor  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, being  its  principal  benefactor,  his  name  was  bestowed 
upon  it.    It  is  considered  one  of  the  best  colleges  in  the 
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States^  and  from  four  to  five  hundred  young  men  study 
at  it. 

The  Green  was  used  as  a  burial  ground  from  the  settle* 
ment  of  the  town  in  1638  tmtil  the  year  1796,  when  a 
cemetery  was  marked  out  in  the  north-western  suburbs, 
and  the  grave  stones  were  removed  there  in  1821.  It  con- 
tains about  twelve  acres  of  ground^  and  is  planted  thickly 
with  poplars  and  weeping  willows,  which  well  accord  with 
the  numerous  obelisks  and  columns  of  black  and  white 
marble  that  distinguish  the  graves. 

I  never  felt  the  inconvenience  of  the  small  bed-rooms  in 
American  hotels  so  much  as  at  the  one  in  Newhaven: 
mine  was  only  10  feet  by  7 9  &nd  the  door  of  the  adjoining 
room  closed  upon  the  same  post  as  that  of  mine.  I  was 
sitting,  studying  the  traveller's  map,  in  rather  a  dishabille, 
having  returned  heated  from  a  long  walk,  when  I  heard  a 
voice  at  my  door  say,  ^'  Charles,  Charles,  get  up !''  while  a 
person  in  the  next  room  muttered  something,  in  a  half* 
waking,  half-sleeping  tone  of  voice.  The  command  was 
again  repeated,  with,  '^  May  I  come  in?"  and  a  knock 
at  my  door.  ''  Yes !"  said  the  voice  in  the  next  room. 
My  door  was  now  opened  half  an  inch,  while  I  sat  in 
amazement,  wondering  what  would  next  appear.  ''Are 
you  asleep  ?"  said  the  voice :  ''  No !"  answered  the  next* 
room  occupant.  At  this  moment  my  door  flew  open,  and 
discovered  three  ladies  standing  at  the  entrance.  A  tall 
elderly  one,  the  mother  of  ^the  other  two,  surveyed  me 
with  a  most  haughty  frown  (which,  though  not  at  all  im- 
proving the  natural  beauty  of  her  dark  countenance,  would 
have  been  invaluable  to  a  tragedy  queen),  as  I  muttered 
something  about  ''  a  mistake."  After  darting  another 
glance,  which  spoke  volumes,  at  me,  she  flung  the  door 
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violently  to  again,  saying,  '*  you  are  not  Mr. j  so  why 

did  you  speak.  Sir  ?*'  The  door  was  just  closed,  when  I 
heard  the  next-room  voice  again ;  and,  after  a  few  ques- 
tions, the  lady,  discovering  her  mistake,  said  that  '^  Mr. 

wished  to  show  them  the  beauties  of  Newhaven," 

and  descended  the  stairs  again  most  majestically,  one  of 
the  younger  voices  sayings  ''You  made  a  mistake,Mamma;'* 
the  answer  of  the  indignant  lady  I  could  not  distinctly 
overhear^  but  was  right  glad  to  be  rid  of  her  upon  any 
terms. 

The  morning  after  my  arrival,  I  walked  out  to  the  high 
bluff  rocks  behind  the  town,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
cave  in  which  the  regicide  judges, — ^Whalley  and  Goffe, — 
secreted  themselves  for  some  years,  previous  to  1664, 
having  escaped  from  England  at  the  Restoration,  when 
several  of  the  judges  upon  the  trial  of  Charles  I.  were  tried 
and  executed.  They  eluded  the  search  of  the  colonists, 
and  their  place  of  refuge  would  probably  have  remained 
unknown  but  for  the  chance  discovery  of  it  by  some 
Indians;  when,  finding  themselves  no  longer  in  safety, 
they  removed  to  a  small  village  sixty  miles  higher  up  the 
Connecticut  River,  and  lived  in  the  cellar  of  a  dergj^an's 
house  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years,  where  the  former  died 
and  was  buried :  Colonel  Dixwell,  another  of  the  judges, 
had  joined  them  in  their  last  place  of  concealment,  shortly 
aft»r  their  arrival  at  it.  After  vainly  ascending  the  hill 
three  times  successively  in  search  of  the  cave,  with  di- 
rections from  those  who  either  knew  or  pretended  to 
know  its  locality,  I  was  obliged  at  last  to  give  it  up.  It 
was  described  to  me  as  being  formed  by  two  rocks  which 
had  fidlen  together,  upon  one  of  which  was  the  following 
inscription : 

"  Oppotition  to  tyranU  is  obedience  to  God." 
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Between  two  and  three  miles  from  the  town^  there  is  a 
musket  manufactory,  established  by  Mr.  Eli  Whitney, 
a  government  contractor,  on  the  banks  of  a  small  stream 
which  empties  itself  into  the  Dragon,  a  fine  winding  river 
with  k>w  banks  and  rich  salt  meadow^  on  its  mar^,  and 
rather  nearer  the  town-is  a  pretty  mansion,  the  residenee 
of  Mr.  Hillhouse.  The  frame-houses  on  the  outskirts  of 
Newhaven  are  distinguiahed  for  neatness,  and,  on  the 
whole,  it  may  be  considered  one  of  the  handsomest  towns 
in  the  States. 

Leaving  Newhaven  in  one  of  fom*  coaches^  fiHed  with 
passengers  who  had  made  their  escape  from  New  Toik^ 
we  travelled  rapidly  over  a  tolerably  good  road  to  the 
pretty  little  town  of  Meriden,  whidi  has  several  block-tin 
manufactories  in  its  vicinity }  and  thence  to  Berlin,  a  long 
straggling  town,  seven  miles  farther :  we  were  but  fifty 
minutes — quite  an  era  in  American  driving.  It  was  very 
evident,  from  the  coachman's  nonchalance,  that  we  were 
BOW  in  the  genuine  Yankee  country.  One  of  the  gentle- 
men, an  inside  passenger,  told  him  to  mount  his  box  and 
move  on,  as  he  was  loitering  at  a  tavern  door,  smoking  a 
cigar,  and  conversing  quietly  with  a  brother  whip,  but  was 
answered  with  an  air  of  the  most  perfect  indifference,  as 
follows : — ^^  Don't  be  in  such  a  hurry ;  we  take  it  easy  m 
this  part  q£  the  world,  I  guess ;  and,  I  declare,  it  ain't  four 
o'clock  yet — ^that's  a  fac"  But  I  acquit  the  man  of  inten- 
tijonal  rudeness,  as  I  sat  on  the  box  with  him,  and  found 
him  both  civil  and  oUiging,  pointing  out  every  object  of 
Qiterest  as  we  went  aloiig ;  and,  during  my  travela  after- 
wards of  many  hundreds  of  miles  by  the  coaches,  I  nevar 
found  them  otherwise.  Upon  first  landing  in  the  comitry, 
such  roughness  of  manner  is  mistaken  for  insolence. 

In  England  we  are  apt  to  designate  all  Americans  as 
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Yankees^  whether  they  are  bom  under  the  burning  sun  of 
liouisianft,  or  ftomtn  up  five  months  in  the  year  on  the 
shores  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  The  name,  correctly 
speakii^  is  applicable  only  to  the  naitives  of  the  New 
England  States,  a  Tery  small  portion  of  the  Union*  The 
southern  States  call  all  their  countrymen  who  reside  north 
of  the  Potomac  Yankees.  The  middle  States,  including 
New  York,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  push  the  odious 
appellation  off  their  shoulders  on  to  their  more  northern 
brethren,  the  natives  of  that  part  of  the  country  lying  to 
the  east  of  the  river  Hudson;  while  they,  not  being  able 
to  put  it  upon  the  New  Bnmswidcers,  itho  have  their 
own  proper  by-name,  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  wear 
the  title  with  a  good  grace,  frequently  pre£ftcing  the  con- 
versation with  ^We  Yankees  are  a  curioos  'quisitive 
set^  ain't  we?''  And  (that  being  granted)  make  a  dead 
point  at  all  yotrr  secrets.  Knickeorbocker  tells  us  that 
^  the  name  of  Yankies^  which  in  the  Maia-Tchxisaeg 
(or  Massadmsett  language)  signifies  siknt  men,'^  was  a 
waggish  appellation  bestowed  by  the  aborigines  of  the  land 
upon  the  &nt  setters,  who  kept  up  such  a  joyful  damour, 
fbr  the  space  of  one  whole  year  after  their  arrival  in  Ame- 
rica, ''  that  they  frightened  every  bird  and  beast  out  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  so  completely  dumb-founded  cer- 
tain fish,  which  abound  on  fieir  coast,  that  they  have 
been  caUed  dumb  JUh  ever  since.''  Other  authorities  say, 
it  is  a  corruption  of  the  word  ^^  English."  The  Yankees 
difier  much  in  personal  appearance  and  disposition  from* 
the  southerners :  the  latter,  like  their  dimate,  are  fiery, 
warm-hearted,  and  generous,  and  dLq^lay  a  greater  re^ 
spect  for  the  customs  of  the  mother  country  than  the 
former,  who  are  cool  speculators,  intent  upon  gain  alone.' 
But  little  good-will  exists  between  these  two  portions 
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of  tihe  Union,  their  interests  in  mercantile  matters  so 
directly  dashing,  and  what  (Uke  the  Tari£f)  is  a  safi^;uard 
to  the  manu&ctures  of  the  north  is  little  better  than  min 
to  the  south.  I  thought  that  the  southerner  had  generally 
a  fresher  colour,  and  was  of  a  stouter  habit  of  body,  than 
the  Yankee,  who  is  well  described  in  the  words  of  his 
own  national  Melody : — 

*'  A  Yankee  boy  is  trim  and  tall. 
And  nerer  over  fat,  air, 


He's  always  out  on  training-day, 

Commraicement,  or  election ; 
At  truek  and  trade  he  Imowa  the  way 

Of  thriving  to  perfection. 

Yankee  doodle  dandy,**  &c. 

Having  gained  an  eminence  four  miles  firom  Hartford, 
we  had  a  magnificent  view  of  the  town  with  its  numerous 
domes,  the  passing  sails  upon  the  Connecticut  River,  and 
the  light  yellow  corn-fields  covering  the  whole  extent  of 
the  valley  to  a  range  of  forest-crowned  hills,  twenty  miles 
distant.  Passing  the  Insane  Asylum,  a  plain  but  neat 
building  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  we  drove  up  to  the 
City  Hotel,  situated  in  a  small  square  opposite  the  State 
House,  and  kept  by  a  most  attentive  landlord. 

I  had  but  just  stepped  off  the  coach,  and  seen  my  bag- 
gage fairly  housed,  when,  hearing  drums  at  a  distance,  I 
walked  to  the  comer  of  the  street,  and  saw  the  students 
of  the  college,  between  sixty  and  seventy  in  number, 
equipped  as  archers,  with  light  green  fix>cks,  white  trow- 
sers,  green  bonnets,  and  ostrich  feathers,  marching  down 
it;  their  officers  distinguished  by  wearing  a  sword  and 
sash. ,  The  whole  body  had  a  very  neat  and  striking  ap- 
pearance ;  each  archer  carried  a  long  bow  in  his  hand,  and 
a  quiver  of  arrows  at  his  back.     I  could  have  almost  fim^ 
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ded  myself  in  the  Forest  of  Arden^  or  Merry  Sherwood, 
instead  of  |n  one  of  the  laigest  cities  in  the  United  States, 
where  the  very  last  sight  I  should  have  expected  would 
have  been  a  company  of  archers  in  Lincoln  green. 

During  the  night  an  alarm  of  fire  was  given,  which  im- 
mediately set  every  bell  in  church  and  chapel  ringing,  and 
a  night-capped  head  was  protruded  from  every  window  in 
the  street,  vociferatmg  ^  Fire !  Fire !"  so  loudly  that  I  at 
first  conceived  it  must  be  in  the  hotel,  and,  but  half- 
awake,  'sprang  out  of  bed  in  double-quick  time,  whereas 
it  was  quite  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  town.  The 
engines  rolled  and  thundered  over  the  rough  pavement  in 
quick  succession,  and,  instead  of  bring  drawn  by  horses, 
men  and  boys  who  volunteered  their  services  for  the  mere 
sake,  I  believe,  of  increasing  the  uproar,  were  yoked  to 
them;  while  the  superintendants,  who  continued  shouting 
through  their  long  tin  trumpets  to  urge  them  on,  pro- 
duced a  most  hideous  noise,  a  ^'  clangor  tubarum,''  which 
would  have  broken  the  charm  of  the  Seven  Sleepers  them- 
sdves,  or  aroused  the  giants  fit>m  any  enchanted  castle  in 
Christendom.  Thanks,  however,  to  my  scaling  the  hills 
at  Newhaven,  I  was  soon  again  in  a  sound  slumber. 

The  following  day  being  Sunday,  I  attended  service  at 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  which  was  the  finest  spe- 
dmen  of  solid  architectore  I  had  seen.  Being  built  of  a 
dark  coloured  stone  in  imitation  of  the  Gothic  style,  it 
already  possessed  a  venerable  and  antique  air,  which  the 
brick  churches  and  white  painted  wooden  towers  will  not 
acquire  in  less  than  a  centmy.  The  tower  was  not  finished, 
but,  when  carried  to  the  height  intended,  it  will  become  a 
great  ornament  to  the  town,  and  a  monument  of  the  spirit 
of  the  congregation,  who  erected  it  entirely  by  private  sub- 
scription.   Most  of  the  American  churches  have  their 
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towers  at  the  eastern  end,  which  is  a  great  detraction  to 
their  interior  beauty,  firom  not  having  the  large,  Hg^t, 
chanoel  window,  which,  is  found  in  all  English  religioas 
edifices ;  and  ncme  of  them  possesses  that  air  of  aolidity 
without,  or.sidemn  grandeur  witibiii,  which  distingaishes 
the  ecclesiastical  buildangB  oi  the  old  worid.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Hartford  appear  stsktij  attentiTe  to  their  rdi- 
g^us  observanoes.  There  are  nine  or  ten  churches  to 
8500  inhebttanta;  and^  on  walking  out  in  the  afternoon^ 
th^e  was  literally  not  ime  person  to  be  seen  in  the  streets. 
Feding  nubker  ashamed  at  being  apparently  the  only  ab- 
sentee from  divine  service^  I  proceeded  a  diort  distanee  oat 
of  the  town  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum^  which  was 
the  first  establisl^ment  of  the  kind  in  the  States,  and  is 
partly  conducted  by  a  gentkaaan  who  has  idie  misfortune 
to  be  afflicted  himaelf  in  the  same  manner.  The  building 
is  a  very  extensive  one,,  situated  on  an  eminence  over- 
bokmg  the  town,  and  gencraUy  contams  from  sixty  to 
seventy  inmates*.  It  was  a  lovely  afternoon,  and  as  I  sat 
upon  the  grass,  gazing  upon  the  town  and  river  beneath,. 
whence  neither  the  hum  of  voices  nor  the  sound  of  any 
one  stimng  arose,  and  Mt »  Uriiig  bdng  was  ev«n  to  he 
seen  crossing  the  long  atoiight  streets,  or  standing  at  a 
door  or  window,  I  thoi^t  I  had  never  before  seen  a  day 
so  truly  set  apart  as  a  dkiy  of  rest,  nor  one,  I  would  be- 
Ueve,  so  strictly  kept. 

In  October,  1687)  Sir  Edmund  Andross,  Governor 
of  the  New  England  States  (who  committed  so  many 
arbitrary  acts  durii^  his  administmtion),  proceeded  to 
HartfitNrd  with  a  detachment  of  troqpsy  and^  entering  the 
House  of  Assembly  whai  in  Session,  demanded  the  Char- 
ter of  Connecticut,  declaring  the  Colonial-  Government  to 
be  deposed;  the  Assembly  protcacted   the    debates    till 
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evening,  when  the  Chaitor  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and, 
at  a  preconcerted  signal,  the  lights  being  extinguished,  a 
Captain  Wadsworth,  seizing  the  Charter,  sprang  out  of 
the  window,  and,  under  cover  of  the  dark  night,  secreted 
it  in  the  hollow  of  an  oak,  where  it  lay  concealed  for 
several  years,  until  the  accession  of  William,  Prince  of 
Orange,  to  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  Colo^ 
nists  resumed  their  Charter,  which  continued  in  force  until 
1818,  when  they  adopted  a  new  constitution.  The  old 
House  of  Assembly  is  still  pointed  out  in  rear  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  the  Charter  Oak  retains  its  fine  broad- 
spreading  branches  in  front  of  the  pleasure-grounds  of 
Mr.  WylUs,  at  the  soutliem  outskirts  of  the  town.  The 
Connecticut  River,  on  whose  right  bank  the- town  stands, 
is  about  800  yards  broad,  and  connected  with  the  large 
manufiEicturing  village  of  East  Hartford,  one  mile  distant, 
by  a  bridge  of  seven  arches,  at  which  the  sloop  naviga- 
tion ceases.  The  town  would  be  a  very  handsome  one,  if 
a  litde  more  attention  were  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
streets ;  but,  like  most  American  towns,  the  dirt  was  six 
inches  deep  in  them.  Orass,  rank  docks,  and  otiier 
weeds,  we^e  growing  on  every  side  of  the  State  House 
and  one  half  the  square^  which  was  cut  up  in  every  di* 
rection,  after  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  by  deep  rots  and 
innumerable  watercourses. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


The  Lacedemonians,  forbidding  all  access  of  strangers  into  their  coasts,  are, 
in  that  respect,  deservedly  blamed,  as  being  enemies  to  that  hospitality  which, 
fbr  common  humanity's  sake,  all  the  nations  on  earth  should  embrace. 

HOOKBR. 

Why  must  I  Afric*s  sable  children  see 
Vended  for  slaves,  tho*  formed  by  Nature  free, 
The  nameless  tortures  cruel  minds  invent, 
Those  to  subject  whom  Nature  equal  meant  ? 

Savaob. 

The  whole  course  of  his  argumentation  comes  to  nothing. 

Addison. 


Proceeding  in  the  coach  from  Hartford  across  the  Con- 
necticut River^  we  passed  over  an  tindulating  country  to 
Mansfield^  twenty-four  miles  distant,  where  a  silk  fectory 
has  been  lately  established.  Much  silk  is  grown  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  village,  the  worms  being  kept  in  long  sheds 
neatly  arranged  with  shelves;  and  the  mulberry-trees  in 
every  direction  were  laden  with  the  young  guardians  of 
the  insects  picking  the  leaves.  From  this  place  we  en- 
tered a  more  hilly  country,  the  &ce  of  which  was  densely 
covered  with  rocks  and  laige  stones.  Where  fields  had 
been  cleared,  they  were  not  more  than  three  or  four  acres 
in  extent,  enclosed  with  stone  fences,  and  for  forty  miles 
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the  scenery  much  resembled  many  parts  of  the  Peak  of 
Derbyshire.  Manufactories  of  various  kinds  were  scat* 
tered  thickly  upon  every  stream ;  and,  at  the  pretty  little 
village  of  Scituate^  a  very  extensive  comb  establishment, 
employing  upwards  of  100  workmen,  had  been  lately 
opened  with  every  prospect  of  success.  The  State  of 
Connecticut,  though  possessing  a  soil  generally  fertile, 
increases  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  more  slowly 
than  any  other  in  the  Union,  thirty  years  only  giving  an 
addition  of  38,000  people.  This  has  arisen  from  so  many 
of  the  young  men  migrating  to  the  western  regions,  it 
being  said  that  this  state  and  the  neighbouring  one  of 
Massachusetts  send  a  greater  proportion  across  the  Alle* 
ghany  Mountains  than  any  other.  After  a  tedious  journey 
of  fifteen  hours,  we  arrived  at  Providence,  pleasantly  si- 
tuated on  both  sides  of  the  river  of  the  same  name.  On 
the  eastern  bank,  it  is  built  at  the  foot  of  a  range  of 
heights  which  run  parallel  with  the  stream,  and  upon  the 
simimit  of  them  are  the  two  large  tasteless  buildings  of 
the  Brown  University.  An  Englishman's  ideas  of  a  col- 
]egd^  are  associated  with  cloisters,  antique  piles,  and  black- 
lettered  volumes,  and  he  would  fix  the  seat  of  the  genius 
of  learning  in  some  venerable  pile  of  building  which  pos- 
sessed an  air  of  grandeur.  He  could  scarcely  recondle  to 
himself  a  four-storied,  red-painted,  brick  house  as  her 
abode;  and  would  pardon  her  for  taking  alarm  and  fleeing 
firom  such  a  spot^  where  too  her  votaries  are  distinguished 
by  no  dassical  garb.  I  believe  it  is  rather  the  case  with 
this  College,  which  does  not  bear  so  high  a  name  as  that 
at  Hartford  or  Newhaven^  or  Cambridge ;  but,  of  all  the 
pubhc  buildings  in  America,  I  thought  the  coU^es  were 
the  most  tasteless. 

Steam-vessels  and  sloops  navigate  the  river  up  to  the 
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bridges,  which  connect  the  two  towns  $  where  the  stream 
is  considerably  contracted  by  the  piers  which  have  been 
thrown  out,  but  immediately  above  them  it  expands  again 
into  a  fine  cove  or  bay  of  half  a  mile  in  width,  with  neat 
houses  encircling  it.  The  town,  containing  between  16,000 
and  17)000  inhabitants,  is  a  manufecturing  place  of  consi- 
derable importance,  and  printed  calicoes  of  very  durable 
colours  are  struck  off.  In  the  cotton  works  many  very 
young  children  are  employed ;  but  there  were  propositions 
(as  in  England,  by  Mr.  Sadler)  to  limit  the  number  of 
working  hours.  At  Pbwtucket,  four  miles  from  the  town 
on  the  Seekhonk  River,  there  are  twelve  cotton,  and  a 
variety  of  other  mills.  I  walked  there  over  the  most 
passable  road  I  had  as  yet  seen,  and  saw  many  waggons 
laden  with  the  raw  material,  which  had  been  landed  at 
Providence,  on  their  way  to  the  flourishing  manufactories. 
A  large  new  Almshouse  is  situated  upon  the  same  range 
of  hills  as  the  College,  built  by  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Dexter, 
a  second  Mr.  Girard,  who  also  bequeathed  an  extensive 
fiwrm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  for  some  other  chari- 
table purpose,  and  a  fine  plot  of  land  to  be  used  as  a 
public  parade  ground.  The  town  is  the  most  extensive 
one  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  first  settled 
in  1636,  by  Roger  Williams,  a  minister  of  Salem  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, from  which  colony  he  had  been  banished  on 
account  of  heretical  opinions ;  the  person  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  dispute  with  him  before  the  general  court 
being  unable  to  convince  him,  he  was  sentenced  to  depart 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  within  six  weeks,  and  removed 
with  his  family  to  Mooshawsic,  where  he  commenced  a 
plantation,  and  called  it  Providence.  Visiting  England 
eight  years  afterwards,  he  obtained  a  firee  charter  of  in- 
corporation for  Providence  and  Rhode  Island  plantations. 
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the  latter  having  been  commenced  by  William  Coddington 
in  1638 ;  and  in  1663  a  royal  charter  was  granted  to  diem 
by  Charles  II.,  which  governs  the  state  to  this  day,  there 
being  no  written  conatitation  as  in  die  other  States  of  the 
Union.  The  dection  for  governor  was  taking  place 
daring  the  time  I  was  in  the  State,  and  the  voting  was 
vM  fXHse.  The  streets  of  the  town  are  kept  very  clean, 
and  the  private  dwellings  are  generally  remarkably  neat 
and  elegant.  The  Arcade  is  also  a  handsome  structure, 
nearly  250  feet  in  length,  with  two  fronts  supported  by  six 
massive  colmnns  of  granite,  the  shaft  of  each  being  a 
single  block  from  22  to  24  feet  high.  The  interior  con- 
sists of  three  tiers  of  shops,  and  the  balconies  are  pro- 
tected by  a  highly  ornamental  iron  bahistrade. 

During  my  rtayin  Providence,  a  8te«aeramved  from 
New  York  with  passengers,  who  had  not  been  allowed  to 
land  at  Newport  on  the  searcoast,  nor  would  the  authori- 
ties permit  them  to  enter  Providence,  unless  they  per- 
formed quarantine  three  days ;  but  gave  them  full  permis- 
sion at  the  same  time  to  land  elsewhere  on  the  river's 
banks,  on  condition  that  they  did  not  enter  the  town  in 
less  than  ten  days,  which  if  they  set  aside,  they  would  be 
subject  to  a  heavy  penalty,  whereas  I  had  entered  by  land 
without  any  questions  being  asked,  or  any  one  appearing 
to  trouble  himself  about  the  stage-coach  passengers. 

The  road  from  Providence  to  Bristol,  at  the  head  of  the 
Naraganset  Bay,  is  through  a  pleasing  open  country;  but 
the  crops  every  where  appeared  exceedingly  poor :  many 
indeed,  were  scarcely  worth  gathering,  and  would  appa- 
rently not  yield  more  than  six  buahela  per  acre.  The 
principal  produce  of  the  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Bristol  was  onions,  which  are  shipped  off  in  vast  quanti- 


1^2  A   subaltern's    PURLOtrOH. 

ties  to  New  York  and  other  laige  ports  in  the  States. 
Though  the  day  I  trayeUed  between  the  towns  was  a  fine 
hay-making  day,  yet  the  road  was  thronged  with  the 
farmers  who  were  riding  in  to  vote  for  the  governor's 
election.    It  was  one  in  which  great  interest  was  taken, 
there  being  three  candidates  for  the  office  (one  of  whom 
was  supported  by  the  Anti-masons) ;  and,  it  being  requisite 
that  the  successful  one  should  have  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes,  the  two  former  elections  had  failed,  and 
I  saw  afterwards  by^the  public  prints  that  even  the  third, 
and,  I  believe,  the  fourth,  had  also  been  unsucoesaftd  in 
appointing  one.    Two  miles  below  Bristol,  the  passengers 
cross  from  the  mainland  to  Rhode  Island,  over  an  arm  of 
the  bay  three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  in  a  ferry-boat, 
worked  by  four  horses,  who  tread  upon  a  horizontal  wheel 
which  is  connected  with  the  paddles,  and  impel  the  boat 
rapidly  through  the  water.     It  was  blowing  rather  fresh, 
and,  there  being  a  considerable  swell,  the  poor  animals  could 
with  great  difficulty  keep  on  their  legs.    A  short  distance 
to  the  lefl  of  the  Ferry  is  Mount  Hope,  a  conical  hill, 
with  a  small  summer-house  on  the  summit.     It  was  there 
that  King  Philip,  of  the  Naraganset  tribe  of  Indians,  a 
brave  and  intrepid  warrior,  fell,  through  the  treachery  of 
one  of  his  own  tribe,  who  guided  Captain  Church  with  a 
detachment  of  soldiers  to  his  place  of  encampment  in 
1676.     He  was  a  most  inveterate  enemy  of  the  whites, 
and  at  one  time  seriously  endangered  the  very  existence 
of  these  colonies.    After  his  death  resistance,  with  any 
prospect  of  success,  was  perceived  by  the  Indians  to  be 
hopeless,  and  the  tribes  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic, 
one   by  one,    submitted  to  the   sway  of  the   English. 
During  the  three  years'  war  waged  by  Philip  against  the 
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colonies^  the  flower  of  their  strength  had  fiedlen,  '^  Every 
eleventh  family  was  houseless,  and  every  eleventh  soldier 
had  sunk  to  his  grave." 

The  island  is  hilly,  but  all  the  ground  is  in  a  state  of 
cultivation,  and  there  are  many  large  and  excellent  fiurms 
scattered  on  the  sides  of  the  road.  The  one  which  had 
attained  the  highest  state  of  cultivation  was  the  property 
of  an  English  gentleman,  who  had  been  settled  there  only 
a  few  years,  and  had  chosen  a  pretty  retired  spot,  near  the 
water*s  edge,  for  his  house  and  gardens.  Twelve  miles 
from  the  Ferry,  we  arrived  within  sight  of  Newport,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island ;  it  is  situated  on  the  side  of  an 
eminence  rising  gradually  from  the  head  of  a  circular  bay, 
which  affords  a  most  capacious  and  excellent  harbour. 
Just  as  we  arrived  at  some  old-fashioned  and  dirty,  but 
picturesque,  windmills  at  the  entrance  to  the  town,  a  rope 
stretched  across  the  road^  with  a  sentry  box  at  one  end  of 
it,  and  two  citizens  on  guard  with  large  pine  sticks  in  their 
hands,  brought  us.  to  a  halt,  and  one  of  them  began  to 
cross-examine  me  (being  the  only  passenger)  with  the  air 
of  a  man 
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Drest  in  a  little  brief  authority," 


as  to  where  I  came  from ;  and^  upon  hearing  I  had  quitted 
New  York  six  days  previously,  he  informed  me  that  I  could 
not  enter  Newport  until  I  had  been  ten  days  absent  from 
that  city.  All  my  remonstrances  that  I  had  travelled 
through  two  entire  States,  and  visited  the  principal  towns 
in  them  since  I  had  left  it  without  any  objections  being 
raised,  were  of  no  avail:  He  proffered  me  a  Testament, 
saying,  he  should  have  no  objection  to  pass  me  in,  if  I 
would  take  an  oath  that  I  had  been  absent  the  length  of 
time  required ;  which  begging  to  decline  doing,  I  had  no 
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alternative  but  to  jump  off  the  coach,  which  immediately 
proceeded  into  the  town.  The  citizen  sentry  then  produced 
a  dirty  scrap  of  paper  on  which  he  requested  me  to  write  my 
name  and  place  of  abode.  I  then  sounded  him,  to  discover 
whether  he  would  allow  me  to  walk  through  the  town 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  it,  pronusing  that  I  would  return 
again  in  three  hours ;  but  the  law  of  parole  was  quite  unin- 
telligible to  him :  he  was  obstinate  and  faithful  to  his  trust, 
saying  that,  for  his  own  part,  ^^  he  did  not  fear  me :  he 
would  as  soon  sleep  with  me  as  not ;  but  the  inhabitants — 
old  and  young,  men  and  women,  were  tamationly  fright- 
ened.'' I  thanked  him  for  his  good  will,  and  began  to 
reconnoitre  the  outskirts  of  the  place  over  a  stone  wall 
which  flanked  the  road :  but  I  suppose  he  imagined  I  had 
some  intention  of  skulking  in  during  the  night;  for  he 
hinted  slightly  that  there  was  a  penalty  of  100  dollars  if 
any  one  was  discovered  entering  the  town  privUy.  A 
crowd  of  men  and  boys  had  begun  to  collect  by  this 
time,  and,  thinking  it  more  than  probable  that  they  might 
hunt  me  down  as  they  would  a  mad  dog,  I  began  to 
retrace  my  steps  towards  Bristol.  After  proceeding  a 
mile  upon  the  road,  I  turned  across  the  fields  to  an  old 
redoubt  on  the  summit  of  a  hill,  which  overlooked  the 
bay,  and  sat  down  to  admire  the  scene,  the  beauty  of 
which  might  probably  have  been  heightened  from  the 
circumstance  of  my  not  being  allowed  to  take  a  closer 
survey  of  it.  It  had  been  a  kind  -of  promised  land  to 
me  from  the  time  I  had  quitted  New  York ;  and  I  had 
thought  with  pleasure  of  treading  over  the  spots  which 
had  been  the  scenes  of  so  much  real  as  well  as  fictitious 
life.  The  town  appeared  calculated  for  6000  or  7000  inhabi- 
tants, and  built  round  a  circular  bay,  fronting  the  south- 
west, the  houses  rising  in  amphitheatrical  form  from  the 
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water  up  to  the  summit  of  a  range  of  heights,  which 
skirted  the  bay  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distance,  while,  on 
the  various  points  and  headlands,  the  lofty  white  columns 
of  the  light-houses  reared  themselves  on  high,  and  every 
commanding  position  was  covered  with  dark   frowning 
batteries  and  forts.    The  distant  hills  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  bay  were  dimmed  with  that  light  haze  so  peculiar 
to  southerly  winds  in  a  warm  dimate,  and,  over  and  above 
them,  might  be  seen  the  dark  blue  waves  ^ding  away  in 
the  distance,  until  both  sea  and  sky  were  blended  into 
one.      The  very  redoubt  upon  which   I  had  taken  my 
station  had  been  in  turn  possessed  by  contending  armies; 
and  every  foot  of  ground,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
had  been  severely  contested.     It  was  here  that  the  British 
army,  under  General  Pigot,  might  have  been  captured, 
but  for  the  want  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Admiral  D'Estaing,  who  failed  to  co-operate  in  the  attack 
of  the  American  General  Sullivan  in  August  1778*    The 
same  bay,  too,  had  been  the  principal  scene  in  the  ^*  Red 
Rover,"  one  of  Cooper's  most  interesting  novels ;  and  now 
there  were  two  vessels  lying  at  anchor  in  it,  which,  though 
probably  not  possessing  so  mudi  attraction  as  the  Rover's 
ship  and  the  Bristol  merchantman,  were  by  no  means  devoid 
of  interest.    One  of  them  was  a  packet  ship  which  had  sailed 
from  New  York  only  a  few  days  previously,  bound  for 
Europe,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  and  many  passengers ;  but 
had  taken  fire  at  sea,  and  put  into  Newport  for  assistance. 
Arriving  there  after  the  cargo  had  been  on  fire  twelve 
hours,  the  inhabitants,  with  the  same  feeling  of  humanity 
which  induced  them  to  arrest  travellers  in  their  progress 
by  land,  woiild  not  allow  a  single  passenger  to  come  on 
shore,  though  there  had  not  been  any  symptoms  whatever 
of  disease  on  board,  but  solely  because  they  had  not  been 
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ten  days  absent  from  New  York.    They  had^   however, 
I  must  do  them  the  justice  to  say,  sufficient  good  feeling 
still  remaining  to  attempt  extinguishing  the  lEre,  and,  several 
engines  being  put  on  board  lighters,  six  feet  of  water  was 
thrown  into  the  hold,  the  passengers  being  rescued  finom  the 
suffocating  heat  by  a  brig  which  received  them  on  board. 
A  few  days  after,  a  steamer  arrived  from  New  York  for  the 
purpose  of  towing  the  injured  vessel  back. again  to  port; 
knd,  her  fuel  being  exhausted,  the  crew  were  not  allowed 
to  land  at  Newport  for  a  fresh  supply.    To  this  conduct, 
that  at  Newhaven  may  serve  as  a  set-off,  where  the  gates 
were  open  to  every  one,  and  the  ladies,  with  that  charitable 
feeling  for  which  American  females  are  so  distinguished, 
sent  upwards  of  1200  suits  of  clothes,  in  addition  to  a 
sum  of  money,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  people  at  Montreal, 
in  Lower  Canada,  upon  the  first  breaking  out  of  the  disease 
in  that  city. 

It  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  render  the  harbour  impregnable.  Fort  Adams,  which 
is  building  upon  a  point  of  land,  and  connected  with  the 
town  by  a  narrow  neck,  was  commenced  five  years  since, 
and  is  likely  to  take  three  more  to  finish  it,  though  300 
workmen  are  kept  in  employ :  the  annual  expenditure  upon 
it  is  nearly  100,000  dollars.  Fort  Woolcott  is  situated 
upon  an  island  in  the  centre  of  the  harbour,  between  Fort 
Adams  and  the  town.  There  is  another  fort  upon  Rose 
Island,  a  short  distance  above  the  town,  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Naraganset  River;  while  a  fourth  occupies  a  rocky 
point  called  the  Dumplings,  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay, 
opposite  to  Fort  Adams.  The  town  is  a  fashionable 
watering  place  for  the  southern  people,  there  being  a  most 
extensive  and  beautiful  beach  upon  the  opposite  side  of 
the  neck  to  that  upon  which  the  town  is  bmlt,  and  having 
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the  additional  luxury  of  a  fine  sea  breeae,  which  sets  iu 
during  the  summer  months  from  about  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing until  sun-set. 

The  surrounding  country  is  rather  devoid  of  trees,  a 
complaint  which  a  traveller  wiU  not  often  have  to  make  in 
America,  but  so  many  are  rising  up  round  the  pretty  re- 
sidences in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  that  in  a  few  years 
it  wiU  be  a  most  attractive  place.  After  making  one  or 
two  almost  ineffectual  attempts  at  taking  a  sketch  of  the 
town,  against  which  I  believe  there  was  neither  pain  nor 
penalty  attached,  I  again  rose,  having  rested  myself  for 
two  hours  in  gazing  upon  the  scene,  and,  regaining  the 
road,  proceeded  on  my  journey,  almost  wicked  enough  to 
wish  that  the  cholera  might  pay  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
port a  visit,  in  return  for  their  inhospitable  conduct  to 
travellers,  and  those  who  were  seeking  a  place  of  refuge. 
After  a  hot  walk  of  six  miles,  I  arrived  towards  sunset  at 
a  small  tavern  on  the  road-side,  where  I  could  obtain  a 
supper  and  a  bed. 

The  following  morning,  the  19th  of  July,  I  took  the 
coach,  and  proceeded  through  the  village  of  Portsmouth 
(where  some  coal  mines  had  been  worked  the  preceding  year, 
but  which  were  closed  again,  the  produce  being  only  a  sort 
of  anthracite,  or  worst  description  of  coal)  to  the  N.  E.  ex- 
tremity of  the  island.  Keeping  along  a  narrow  neck  of 
land,  which  is  overflowed  at  spring-tides,  we  crossed  the 
Seaconnet  to  the  mainland,  by  a  pier  600  yards  in  length, 
vnth  a  draw-bridge  in  the  centre  for  the  navigation  of  ves- 
sels into  Mount  Hope  Bay.  To  guard  the  pass,  a  small 
block-house  and  breastwork  have  been  thrown  up  at  the 
Rhode  Island  end  of  the  pier;  and  the  heights  above  the 
small  village,  at  the  opposite  side,  are  covered  with  old 
revolutionary  redoubts.     After  ascending  these  heights,  a 
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splendid  view  presents  itself  of  Mount  Hope,  the  nti- 
merous  creeks  and  rivulets  of  Naraganset  Bay,  the  town 
of  Bristol,  with  many  villages  and  white  cottages  inter- 
spersed amongst  the  trees,  the  country  for  a  distance  of 
fifty  miles  being  varied  with  every  kind  of  landscape. 
From  the  Seaconnet,  we  passed  through  a  broken  and 
uninteresting  country,  to  the  small  town  of  Tiverton, 
where  are  manufactories  of  printed  calicoes;  and  a  few 
miles  farther  to  Fall  River^  another  manufacturing  place  of 
flourishing  appearance^  By  the  time  we  had  .arrived  there, 
the  heat  of  the  sun  was  so  oppressive  that  I  sought  shelter 
from  its  rays  within  the  coach,  and  placed  myself  in  the 
centre  seat  opposite  to  an  elderly  and  a  young  Quaker,  as 
the  former  was  saying,  "  Young  men  can  be  convinced — 
their  opinions  are  not  yet  formed— they  have  no  preju- 
dices, no  conflicting  interests,  to  ccmtend  with.  But  old 
men  like  me  are  quite  the  reverse ;  they  have  formed  their 
opinions,  and  wiU  not  change  them,  neither  will  they  listen 
to  the  voice  of  reason,  and  I  truly  think  there  are  not 
twelve  old  men  in  Fall  River  who  rank  on  the  anti-slavery 
side/'  In  expectation  of  hearing  something  interesting,  I 
paid  particular  attention  to  the  following  conversation : — 

"  More  than  that,"  said  the  young  man.  "  Not  more  than 
twelve  decided  opponents  to  slavery,"  answered  the  other. 
There  are  plenty  of  thy  lukewarm  characters — men  who,  if 
thou  ask  them  the  question  direct,  will  say, '  let  it  be  done 
by  degrees ;  not  while  we  live.'  Now,  go  to  a  school  of 
children,  say  100,  and  represent  slavery  to  them  in  its 
true  light  j  they  will  all  cry  out,  '  let  it  be  abolished  im- 
mediately;' but  thy  old  men  say,  *Oh!  it  is  as  with  a 
drunkard,  if  he  abstain  from  drinking  too  suddenly,  he 
will  surely  die :  no !  it  must  taper  off  by  degrees,  as  it 
were-" 
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Well,  and  they  are  right  in  having  their  own  opinions 
upon  the  subject/'  said  a  sharp-featured,  dark,  and  aged, 
but  fiery-looking  man,  who  sat  next  to  me,  ^'  and  not 
submitting  to  the  sentiments  of  every  itinerant  preacher 
they  hear." 

^'  But  they  know  nothing  of  slavery ;  now,  I  have  seen 
plenty  of  it," 

"Where?" 

"  Why,  in  Maryland,  in  Columbia,  and  in  Virginia."  ' 

"  But  have  you  seen  it  in  Carolina  ?" 

"  No,  I  have  not" 

"  Then  you  know  nothing  about  it,  nor  have  you  any 
idea  what  slavery  is." 

"  What !  its  miseries  and  horrors  ?" 

^^  Miseries !    No ! — ^its  pleasures  and  its  happiness." 

"Pleasures?" 

"  Yes,  pleasures ;  they  are  much  happier  and  more  con- 
tented than  you  and  I ;  they  have  not.  half  the  cares  and 
anxieties  we  have.  Have  not  we  our  families  to  care  and 
provide  for  ?  And  these  negroes,  too,  require  and  enjoy 
protection ;  they  are  a  poor  helpless  race  of  beings,  who 
do  not  possess  sufficient  natural  sense  to  take  care  of 
themselves;  witness  those  who  were  manumitted  after 
the  revolution,  and  those  again  of  .Colonel  — — 's,  just 
above  here;  are  they  not  wandering  about,  the  greatest 
rogues  and  vagabonds  in  the  State,  without  attempting  to 
earn  a  livelihood  ? " 

"  Pho !  all  men  were  created  equal ;  and  they  have  the 
same  claims  to  freedom  as  we  have." 

"  No,  Sir,  as  one  star  above  differeth  from  another  in 
splendour  and  magnitude,"  said  a  little,  shrill-toned  old 
woman,  with  a  face  like  a  dried  cabbage,  in  the  rear,  "  so 
do  mankind  on  earth ;  some  men  are  created  with  abun- 
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dance  of  talents,  and  others  with  none;  there*s  for  you. 
Sir!" 

^  No,  Madam,  we  all  sprung  from  one  man,  we  are  all 
of  the  same  fiunily :  no  one  was  bom  subject  to  the  other, 
and  the  first  man  doubtless  was  black." 

'^  Black ! "  reiterated  half  a  dozen  voices  at  once. 

'^  Copper-coloured,  thou  shouldst  say,"  said  the  young 
Quaker. 

^'  Heavens,  black !"  screamed  the  old  lady ;  '^  how  is  it, 
then,  that  they  are  so  much  changed  ? " 

"  Why,  Cuffee  says  *  dat,  ben  Cain  kill  de  brodder 
Abel,  de  massa  cum — an  he  say,  '  Cain,  whar  you  a 
brodder  Abel?'  Cain  say,  ^I  dont  know,  massa.'  He 
cum  gin  an  say,  ^Cain,  whar  you  a  brodder  Abel?'  Cain 
say,  '  I  don't  know,  massa ;'  but  tiie  nigger  kno'ed  all  de 
time.  Massa  now  get  mad,  cum  gin,  peak  mity  sharp  dis 
time,  ^  Cain,  you  nigger,  whar  you  a  brodder  ?'  Cain  now 
get  fritin,  and  he  turn  all  over  pale  as  a  sheet;'  but  I  know 
not,  madam,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  know,  nor  to  be  able  to 
explain  the  true  reason." 

"  They  are  poor  helpless  beings,"  said  the  old  woman ; 
c<  they  require  protectors  and  have  them." 

^'  A  nigger  is  a  nigger,"  said  the  dark  man — 

^'  Aye,  a  nigger 's  a  nigger,"  said  the  Quaker,  **  and  a 
hog's  a  hog,  but  a  man  need  not  be  black  to  be  a  nigger." 

**  Fleecy  locks  and  skins  of  jet 
Do  not  forfeit  Nature's  claim : 
Skins  may  differ ** 

'^  Oh,  you  may  talk  and  preach,"  said  the  black  man, 
^'  but  it's  of  no  use ;  all  your  logic  and  philosophy  are  quite 
lost  upon  me ;  my  opinion  is  formed,  and  you  know  no- 
thing about  the  matter.  I  have  Uved  at  Charleston  four- 
teen years,  and  had  as  many  as  eleven  or  twelve  vessels  on 
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the  coast  of  Africa,  purchasing  and  selling  slaves,  so  I 
ought  to  know  something  about  it." 

The  Quaker  was  evidently  struck  dumb  at  this,  and  gave 
a  kind  of  involuntary  shudder ;  no  one  uttered  a  word,  but 
all  looked  hard  at  tiie  slaver,  and  even  I  scanned  his  ooun* 
tenanoe  closely.  I  fancy  myself  (as  do  many  others) 
something  of  a  physiognomist;  but  my  scrutiny  produced 
nothing,  for  his  features  betokened  neither  cruelty  nor  any 
vicious  propensity.  The  dead  silence  was  at  last  broken 
by  the  old  lady  saying  to  the  last  speaker,  whose  counte- 
nance she  had  been  examining  over  my  shoulder  for  some 
time,  **  Are  you  Mr.  S— • —  ?" 

«  Yes,  Ma'am !" 

'^  Ah!  how  do  you  do  ?  Many's  the  dollar's  worth  I  have 

bought  of  you.     Don't  you  remember  Miss ,  that  used 

to  be  ?  It  is  thirty-five  years  since  we  met  \  and  the  old 
crones  renewed  their  recollections  of  days  long  gone  by. 
The  Quaker  sunk  back  in  his  seat,  and  leaning  his  head 
against  the  coach  mused  for  some  minutes,  when  the  con- 
versation flagging  he  rallied  again  with — ^^'But,  friend,  I 
have  made  converts  in  every  town  I  have  visited — " 

'^  Converts !  aye,  you  might  make  converts  for  any  thing 
now;  such  is  the  march  of  mind  that  every  one  thinks 
himself  wiser  than  his  father,  and  any  thing  now,  however 
mad  or  absurd  the  scheme  may  be,  is  eagerly  swallowed. 
Why,  you  might  convert  one  half  the  human  race  to  mur- 
der the  other,  if  you  would  but  propose  it:  any  mad^ 
scheme  finds  numerous  converts.  A  few  years  since,  at 
BiAstol  here,  a  man  was  considered  worse  than  a  heretic  if 
he  was  not  a  Mason,  and  now,  such  is  the  change  in  peo- 
ple's sentiments,  and  Anti-masonry  is  carried  to  such  a 
pitch,  that  they  would  cut  every  Mason*s  throat  for  a  mere 
trifle—" 
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^'  I  have  heard  as  much  upon  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion^" answered  the  Quaker,  "  and  with  some  truth  I  be* 
lieve"  (alluding  to  Moi^an*).  This  was  evidently  touch* 
ing  upon  a  tender  point,  for  the  dark  man  did  not  say  any 
thing.  The  Quaker  now  addressed  himself  to  the  young 
man,  saying,  ^^  Thou  hast  read  Gamsin's  work  on  Colo- 
nization ?" 

«  No,  I  have  not." 

''  They  might  as  well  g^ve  them  arsenic  at  once  as  send 
them  there,"  again  commenced  the  slaver. 

'^  Aye,  now  I  like  to  converse  with  thee  upon  a  subject 
on  which  both  agree — ^" 

"  I  never  substitute  theory  for  practice,  nor  talk  about 
things  I  do  not  understand — ^" 

^^  But  thou  wast  talking  of  Liberia,  Friend !" 

"  Well,  I  said  it  was  murder  to  send  the  n^oes  there : 
the  settlement  is  located  on  the  worst  spot  of  the  whole 
coast  of  Africa;  they  are  poor  helpless  beings,  and  when 
they  arrive  there  they  are  not  inured  to  the  climate,  and 

*  William  Moi^an  was  a  printer,  residing  at  Batavia  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  published  what  have  been  called  the  secrets  of  masoniy,  being  him- 
self a  member  of  that  society.  A  short  time  after  the  appearance  of  his 
pamphlet  he  was  missing,  and  nothing  certain  respecting  his  fate  is  known 
to  this  day.  It  was  ascertained,  upon  the  trial  of  some  suspected  persons, 
that  he  had  been  carried  away  by  force  from  his  house  during  the  night,  and 
was  subsequently  confined  in  a  block-house  within  the  fort  of  Niagara,  on  the 
American  shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  As  might  be  expected,  a  great  excitement 
was  created  throughout  the  States,  and  in  some  places  even  acts  of  personal 
violence  were  committed  upon  the  Masons,  who  were  accused  of  having  mur- 
dered Morgan.  In  every  part  of  the  Union  anti-masonic  societies  were  formed ; 
there  are  now  anti-masonic  newspapers,  anti-masonic  almanacs,  and  even 
anti-masonic  candidates  for  tlie  high  offices  of  president  and  governors  of 
states,  the  only  ground  of  pretension  these  candidates  possess  for  filling 
such  offices  being  that  they  are  opposed  to  Masonry.  Many  Masons  re- 
nounced the  society  of  which  tliey  were  members,  and  the  number  of  those 
people  who  have  arrayed  themselves  on  the  side  of  the  anti-masonic  party  is 
such  as  now  to  form  a  powerful  political  engine. 
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die  by  thousanda."    The  Quaker  here  took  out  his  tablets 
and  said,  ^'  Friend,  thy  name  r" 

"  Why,  Samuel  S ,  of Street,  Boston,  opposite 

the  .    All  Boston  know  me  as  well  as  they  do  the 

old  spire — " 

"  Well,  Friend,  I  want—" 

"  Oh,  I  don't  care  what  you  want — " 

'^  I  want  the  privilege  of  addressing  a  letter  to  thee 
upon  the  subject  of  colonization,  for  thy  answer — " 

^^  I'll  answer  you,  I  don't  care ;  I  have  been  amongst 
forty  priests  at  once.  I  belong  to  the  good  old  church,  but 
I  don't  believe  all  they  want  me :  I  dont'  think  there's  so 
much  misery  in  this  world  as  they  say — " 

'^  But  some  people  give  such  accounts  of  the  colony." 

''  Aye,  to  gull  the  New-£nglanders  out  of  their  mo- 
ney — 

^^  And  to  make  slavery  more  secure  by  getting  rid  of  the 
Free  Blacks."  We  should  now  have  had  another  storm, 
but,  unfortunately,  a  turn  in  the  road  brought  us  in  sight 
of  a  large  steamer  with  a  quarantine  schooner  alongside, 
lying  in  the  river  beneath  us,  which  immediately  changed 
the  conversation.  The  slaver  inveighed  most  bitterly 
against  the  New  Yorkers  for  running  up  and  down,  spread- 
ing the  cholera  through  the  country,  **  for  nothing  could  ever 
convince  him  that  it  was  not  contagious.  In  the  East 
Indies,  however,  they  thought  nothing  of  it;  for  the  Cap- 
tains of  ships  had  told  him  that  they  had  been  attacked 
two  or  three  times  by  it  in  Calcutta,  but  always  came  clear  off 
by  keeping  a  bottle  of  brandy  and  some  laudanum  at  their 
bedside,  and  taking  a  dose  when  they  felt  the  attack  com- 
ing on,  and  continuing  it  at  intervals  until  cured."  Al- 
though I  knew  he  was  labouring  under  a  fidse  impression 
with  regard  to  the  cholera  being  thought  lightly  of  in  Cal- 
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cutta,  and  differed  with  him  in  opinion  as  to  contagion,  I 
deemed  it  prudent  not  to  make  any  observation  upon  the 
latter  part  of  the  subject,  being  so  lately  from  New  York, 
and  only  remarked  that,  ^^  such  being  the  case,  how  would 
the  Temperance  Societies  retain  their  influence  over  the 
people,  if  they  formed  an  idea  that  brandy  would   cure 
the  disease  ?  '*     The  little  old  woman  sprang  up  sharply, 
^^  A  man  came  to  me  £he  other  day  with  a  book,  and  asked 
me  to  affix  my  name.    I  said,  no;  I  will  not  sign  my  name 
to  any  thing  I  do  not  know ;  he  told  me  to  read,  and  I 
looked  into  the  book,   and  found  it  was  a  Temperance 
Society  Register;    oh,  sir,  said  I,  I  thank  you,  I  know 
what  is  good  for  me  without  being  dictated  to ;  and  if  I 
felt  thirsty,  and  some  spirits  and  water  were  standing  near 
me,  I  should  think  it  cruel  to  debar  myself  a  draught.     I 
am  seventy-two  years  of  age,  and  old  women,   like  me, 
require  a  stimulus,  and  my  own  good  sense  wiU  teU  me 
when  I  have  taken  enough :  I  gave  it  him  in  short-hand, 
rU  warrant  you."    We  had  now  arrived  at  the  pretty  town 
of  Taunton,  and,  changing  coaches,  I  was  deprived  of  a 
company  which  had  afforded  me  much  amusement,  and, 
thinking  it  a  good  specimen  of  coach  conversation,  noted 
it  down  while  the  baggage  was  removing. 

My  fellow-passengers  were  now  much  the  reverse  of 
the  last :  immediately  we  had  left  the  town,  they  all  leaned 
back  in  their  seats,  and  closed  their  eyes.  Once  only  did 
the  slaver,  who  still  accompanied  me,  endeavour  to  break 
the  dead  silence  by  observing  that  '^  we  should  now  keep 
on  the  turnpike  the  rest  of  the  journey;"  but,  no  one 
answering  him,  he  also  followed  the  general  example,  and 
I,  though  there  were  nine  inside  passengers,  having  se- 
cured a  seat  near  the  window,  renewed  my  examination 
of  the  surrounding  country,  or  watched  the  dark  roUing 
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clouds  of  a  gathering  thunder-storm.    The  road  we  tra- 
relled  was  certainly  excellent,  and  no  wonder,  as  the  whole 
country  was  covered  more  or  less  with  stone,  and  the  walls 
of  the  indosures  made  immoderately  thick  (from  4  to  5 
feet)  for  the  purpose  of  ridding  the  ground.    There  was, 
indeed,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  rock  upon  the  land  to  jus- 
tify a  piece  of  wit  by  a  Yankee  who,  some  few  days  after- 
wards, was  a  chance  traveller  with  me  over  the  same  de- 
scription of  country.     After  gazing  for  a  length  of  time  in 
apparent  astonishment  at  the  thick  walls  and  the  mass  of 
hard  materials  which  covered  every  acre,  he  said,  with  an 
air  of  well-feigned  simplicity,  "  Well,  I  wonder  where  they 
could  have  got  all  the  stones  to  build  such  thick  walls." 
"  Why,  from  the  fields  to  be  sure,"  said  a  surly  old  former. 
"La!  did  they  indeed?"  answered  the  other;  "really  I 
should  never  have  missed  them."    To  me  this  was  some- 
thing new ;  but  judging  from  the  faces  of  my  fellow-tra- 
vellers, and  the  Yankee's  failure,  in  attempting  to  create  a 
general  laugh,  it  was  not  original.    The  country  was  woody 
and' undulating,  increasing  in  picturesque  beauty  and  popu- 
lation as  we  approached  Boston,  where  we  arrived  at  half- 
past  seven :   and  I  considered  myself  especially  fortunate, 
as  so  many  people  had  fled  firom  New  York  to  this  city, 
in  obtaining  room  at  the  Tremont  House,  the  finest  and 
best-conducted  hotel  in  the  United  States.    The  building 
itself  is  not  inferior  in  beauty  to  any  in  Boston,  and  the 
reading-room  is  well  supplied  with  not  only  the  principal 
American  and  Canadian  newspapers,  but  also  European 
and  American  publications,  of  which  I  could  never  get  a 
sight  in  any  other  hotel  in  America. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


Athens  of  Italy ! 

SoTHiBY. 


The  city  of  Boston  is  built  upon  a  peninsula,  which  is 
joined  to  the  mainland  by  a  very  narrow  neck  on  the 
southern  side ;  it  contains  about  70,000  inhabitants^  and 
vies  with  any  of  its  southern  neighbours  in  the  situation 
and  beauty  of  its  pubhc  and  private  dwellings.  In  1 630,  at 
its  foundation,  the  Indian  name  was  Shawmut,  which  was 
changed  to  Trimountain,  from  the  three  hills  upon  which 
it  is  now  built ;  subsequently  it  received  its  present  name,  in 
honour  of  a  minister  who  emigrated  from  Boston  in  Lin- 
colnshire. Upon  the  other  sides  of  the  peninsula,  com* 
munication  is  kept  up  with  the  mainland  by  several  strong 
wooden  bridges,  varying  in  length  firom  1500  to  3500  fieet, 
and  on  its  western  side  by  a  pier  of  solid  materials  1  i  mile 
in  length,  and  above  80  feet  in  width.  The  bay  is  a  most 
magnificent  one,  and  equals  that  of  New  York,  but  in  a 
different  style  of  beauty.  The  Boston  bay  is  on  a  much 
more  grand  and  extensive  scale,  containing  75  square  miles, 
and  studded  with  more  than  100  islands  and  rocks,  the 
only  ship  channel  being  between  Forts  Warren  and  Inde- 
pendence  on  Governor's  and  Castle  islands.     The  land 
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which  almost  encircles  the  bay  is  high  and  cultivated, 
and  numerous  towns  and  villages  are  scattered  over  it. 
When  entering  the  harbour  from  sea,  I  think  it  much 
more  beautiful  than  New  York.  The  city  rises  in  a  much 
prettier  and  more  showy  form  upon  its  three  hills,  and  the 
whole  is  surmounted  by  the  lofty  dome  of  the  State  House. 
But  then  there  is  no  view  from  any  part  of  Boston  to  be 
compared  with  the  bewitching  one  from  the  battery  in 
New  York  on  a  still  summer's  evening. 

As  to  literary  character,  it  is  the  Athens  of  the  western 
world;  the  number  of  its  literary  publications  is  very 
great,  being  6  newspapers  daily,  4  three  times  a  week, 
8  twice  a  week,  and  16  weekly;  2  weekly  magazines,  2 
semi-monthly,  1 1  monthly  (principaUy  religious),  4  every 
two  months,  5  quarterly,  and  1  semi-annually;  and 
4  new-year  annuals; — ^in  addition  to  which  the  British 
Quarterly  Review  is  reprinted.  As  an  historical  spot  it 
ranks  far  above  all  others  in  the  west,  having  been  the 
birth-place  of  American  Independence;  and,  the  city 
having  arrived  to  maturity  before  that  event  took  place, 
it  more  resembles  an  English  one  than  any  other  in  the 
States.  I  had  become  rather  weary  of  straight  streets, 
which,  th6ugh  in  some  respects  convenient,  are  tiresomely 
monotonous  to  a  stranger,  and  was  glad  to  be  once  again 
walking  in  those  of  a  description  .1  had  been  most  accus- 
tomed to.  The  environs  are  more  pleasing  also  than  those 
of  Philadelphia  and  New  York ;  the  coimtry  being  inter- 
sected with  delightful  rides,  every  one  of  which  affords 
some  fine  view. 

The  "  common*'  in  which  the  State  House  is  situated  is 
an  open  park,  containing  75  acres  of  broken  and  abrupt 
ground,  with  a  promenade  and  double  row  of  fine  trees 
round  it.  It  was  reserved  in  perpetuum  by  the  first  settlers 
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for  a  parade-groimd^  or  other  public  purposes^  and  is  sur- 
rounded upon  three  sides  by  elegant  private  dwellings  and 
several  churches^  the  fourth  side  being  open  to  a  wide  bay. 
There  is  a  fine  drooping  old. elm  in  the  centre  of  it^  near 
a  serpentine  sheet  of  water^  which  the  inhabitants  are 
taking  every  possible  pains  to  preserve^  by  binding  the 
large,  broad,  spreading  branches,  and  connecting  them  with 
each  other  by  strong  belts  and  bars  of  iron.  The  State 
House,  at  one  corner  of  the  common,  is  on  elevated 
ground,  30  feet  higher  than  the  street,  from  which  a  broad 
flight  of  steps  leads  to  the  great  hall  of  50  feet  in  length 
and  breadth,  and  20  high,  which,  with  the  treasurer's,  ad- 
jutant, and  quarter-master  general's  offices,  occupies  the 
lower  story.  In  a  building  attached  to  the  basement  story 
is  a  marble  statue  of  Washington,  executed  by  Chantrey 
at  a  cost  of  15,000  dollars  (3100/.  sterling),  and  consi- 
dered, by  those  who  knew  the  original  at^  the  time  of  life 
it  is  intended  to  represent,  a  most  striking  and  admirable 
likeness.  The  figure  is  concealed  by  the  Roman  toga, 
supported  over  the  breast  by  the  left  hand ;  while  the  right? 
pendent  at  the  side,  holds  a  scroll ;  it  is  placed  upon  a  high 
pedestal,  which  (proh  pudor !)  is  surrounded  on  every  side 
by  the  stains  of  squirted  tobacco  juice.  It  is  well  that  a 
strong  iron  railing  prevents  visitors  from  approaching  with- 
in less  than  seven  feet,  or  the  statue  itself  would  be  barely 
sacred  from  such  a  filthy  pollution.  The  second  story  con- 
tains the  fine  and  spacious  Representatives*  Room,  and  Se- 
nate Chamber ;  from  the  dome,  which  is  230  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  a  most  extensive  view  presents  itself  of  the 
beautiful  harbour  and  surrounding  country.  The  exterior 
of  the  building,  at  a  distance,  is  a  striking  object ;  but,  upon 
closer  inspection,  it  is  found  to  be  constructed  merely 
of  the  common  brick,  painted  white.    The  entrance  being 
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through  an  arched  front,  which  supports  a  colonnade  of 
Corinthian  columns,  extending  94  feet,  the  full  length  of 
the  centre  of  the  building,  has  a  handsome  appearance, 
but  the  two  wings,  40  feet  each  in  length,  look  extremely 
bare,  and  might  be  much  improved  in  architectural  beauty. 
The  Mason's  Hall,^  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Common, 
is  a  £ne  granite  building,  with  Grothic  windows  and  towers; 
and  the  Park  Church  near  it  has  a  highly  ornamental  and 
light  spire. 

The  New  England  Museum,  which  I  had  heard  was 
the  best  in  the  States,  contained  a  very  poor  collection; 
every  thing  in  it  appeared  mere  trash,  excepting  a  Venus 
by  Canova,  two  paintings  by  Vemet,  and  one  by  Opie. 
The  Americans  have  a  singular  taste  for  wax  figures  in 
their  museums ;  I  had  seen  them  exhibited  at  New  York, 
but  should  have  given  the  Boston  people  credit  for  posses* 
sing  better  taste.  In  this  museum  they  were  most  wretched 
compositions,  and  some  of  them  disgusting  subjects. 
One  represented  a  man  (who  had  been  lately  executed  for 
the  crime)  in  the  act  of  murdering  another  as  he  slept  in 
bed.  Others  were  ^^  Queen  Caroline  of  England,"  the 
"  Princess  Charlotte,"  "  Siamese  twins,"  &c.;  and  another 
was  absurdly  ridiculous:  it  represented  the  Goddess  of 
America  weeping  over  the  tomb  of  Washington,  upon 
which  was  an  inscription,  telling  every  reader,  ^^  whether 
an  American  or  not,  to  behold  with  reverence  and  regret 
the  tomb  which  contained  the  remains  of  the  truest  pa- 
triot, the  best  relative,  and  the  kindest  friend."  The  tomb 
was  no  more  a  model  of  the  one  at  Mount  Vernon  than 
it  was  of  the  mausoleum  of  Hyder  Ali  at  Seringapatam ; 
and  the  goddess  had  such  a  rueful  dirty  countenance,  from 
the  damp  which  had  caused  the  dust  to  collect  in  long 
streaks  upon  it,  like  the  stripes  of  a  zebra,  that  it  was  next 
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to  an  impossibility  to  look  at  the  figure  without  bursting 
into  a  fit  of  laughter.  This  same  goddess,  too,  appears  a 
great  favourite  in  the  Museum,  as  there  was  a  large  daub 
of  a  painting  in  one  of  the  rooms,  representing  a  female 
in  the  attitude  of  holding  a  cup  to  an  eagle  which  was 
hovering  over  her  head,  with  the  following  inscription: 
'*  The  goddess  of  America  giving  nourishment  to  the  bald 
eagle,  trampling  the  key  of  the  Bastile  under  foot,  and 
the  British  fleet  leaving  Boston,'^  about  which  the  light- 
ning is  playing,  and  shivering  the  topsails  of  the  men  of 
war  in  a  most  terrific  manner. 

The  Faneuil  Hall  is  an  interesting  old  building,  from 
the  circumstance  of  its  being  the  place  where  Hancock, 
Adams,  and  other  revolutionary  orators,  addressed  the 
populace  and  excited  them  to  take  up  arms,  after  a 
small  party  of  British  soldiers  had  fired  in  their  own  de- 
fence upon  some  citizens,  who  (to  quote  the  words  of  the 
American  biographer)  ^'  had  assaikd  the  troops  with  balla 
of  stww  and  other  weapons.**  The  original  building,  com- 
menced in  1740,  was  the  gift  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Faneuil  to  the  city  of  Boston,  but  was  partially  de« 
stroyed  by  fire  twenty  years  afterwards,  and  repaired  in 
17^-  The  lower  story  is  now  occupied  by  shops,  but 
the  hall  is  still  in  use  for  public  meetings.  Between  it 
and  the  bay  is  the  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  530  feet  in  length, 
and  50  in  width,  built  entirely  of  granite,  upon  ground 
reclaimed  from  the  sea*  The  interior  is  divided  into  128 
stalls  of  most  capacious  dimensions,  each  ftimished  with  a 
laige  sash  window,  and  kept  remarkably  neat  and  dean ; 
some  even  had  smartly  firamed  prints  and  other  decora- 
tions in  them.  They  are  also  divided  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing order: — 14  for  mutton.  Iamb,  veal,  and  poultry; 
45  for  beef;   19  for  pork,  lamb,  mutton,  and  poultry; 
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4 for  butter  and  cheese;  19  for  vegetables;  2  for  poultry 
and  venison^  and  26  for  fish.  The  cellar  story  is  occupied 
for  stores  and  provisions,  and  the  second  ground  story 
for  two  great  halls,  the  centre  of  the  building  being  sur- 
mounted by  a  dome.  On  each  side  of  the  market-house, 
at  65  and  100  feet  distant,  are  two  fine  rows  of  excellent 
shops,  uniformly  built  of  granite,  and,  being  of  the  same 
length  as  the  market,  they  present  a  remarkably  handsome 
appearance.  In  rear  of  the  Athenesum,  which  contains  a 
well-selected  library  of  27)000  volumes  and  a  collection  of 
medals  amounting  to  about  15,000,  is  the  Gallery  of  Fine 
Arts ;  the  lower  story  of  the  building  is  occupied  by  the 
Medical  Societ/s  Library,  and  the  philosophical  apparatus 
of  the  Mechanic's  Institution ;  the  upper  by  the  exhibition 
of  paintings,  in  which  there  are  two  very  fine  venerable 
heads  of  Washington  and  his  wife,  by  Stuart,  the  only 
original  portraits  of  them  by  that  artist  in  America;  they 
are  upon  plain  canvass,  and  considered  striking  likenesses, 
but  the  pictures  are  in  a  very  unfinished  state,  the  figures 
not  being  even  traced  out. 

In  the  Navy-yard,  which  is  at  Charlestown  (built  on 
another  peninsula,  connected  with  Boston  by  bridge  and 
containing  7000  inhabitants),  a  most  excellent  Dry  Dock 
is  constructing.  It  is  the  only  one  in  the  country,  and  is 
formed  of  hewn  granite  upwards  of  300  feet  in  length  and 
80  in  width ;  the  chamber  intended  for  line-of-battle  ships 
to  lie  in  is  200  feet  in  length,  by  18  or  20  in  depth.  It 
has  double  gates,  an  outer  one  being  required  to  break  the 
motion  of  the  sea.  Two  line-of-battle  ships  and  a  large 
frigate  were  drawn  up  under  cover  of  the  sheds,  and  three 
other  vessels  of  war  lay  alongside  the  pier.  The  vessels 
on  the  stocks  were  in  the  same  state  of  forwardness  as 
those  at  the  other  Navy-yards,  and  could  be  prepared  for 
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sea  in  a  few  weeks.     Not  a  workman  was  employed  about 
any  of  the  three  line-of-battle  ships  and  four  fngates  which 
I  saw  on  the  stocks  at  Washington,  Phikdelphia,  Brooklyn, 
and  Charlestown,  though  much  work  was  in  progress  con- 
nected with  other  branches  of  the  navy.     Within  a  short 
distance  of  the  Navy-yard  is  Breed's  Hill,  upon  which  the 
memorable  battle  of  the  17th  of  June,  1775,  was  fought; 
and  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Bunker's  Hill,  which 
lies  half  a  mile  to  the  north  west,  at  the  entrance  of  the  nar- 
row neck  of  the  peninsula.     Being  sixty  feet  higher  than 
Breed's  Hill,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  American  general 
to  defend  it ;  but  the  officer  entrusted  with  the  charge  of 
the  troops,  through  some  mistake,  led  them  to  the  one  on 
the  point  of  the  peninsula,  within  range  of  the  British 
batteries  upon  Copp's  Hill  in  Boston.    The  redoubt  which 
they  threw  up  during  the  night,  being  attacked  the  follow- 
ing day  by  the  royal  troops  under  the  command  of  Ge- 
nerals Howe  and  Pigot,  was  carried  with  great  slaughter, 
after  a  most  determined  resistance  on  th^  part  of  the  re- 
volutionists.    In  the  redoubt,  on  the  summit  of  the  hill, 
and  Jon  the  spot  where  (General  Warren  fell,  a  monument 
was  commenced  on  the  1 7th  of  June,    1825;  the  comer 
stone  was  laid  by  Lafayette,  but  was  subsequently  taken 
up  and  relaid,  the  foundation  not  being  deep  enough  to 
resist  the  action  of  the  frost.     For  the  last  three  or  four 
years  no  farther  progress  has  been  made,  though  the  entire 
side  of  the  hill  is  covered  with  the  requisite  materials; 
want  of  funds  is  the  reason  advanced  for  not  finishing  it ; 
but  a  stranger  would  imagine  that  such  a  city  as  Boston 
might  in  itself  contribute  more  than  the  requisite  sum :  at 
present  it  is  but  a  monument  of  the  inhabitants'  want  of 
spirit.    The  design  is  upon  a  grand  scale ;  an  obelisk  of 
granite,  50  feet  in  diameter  at  the  base,  and  220  feet  in 
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height.  No  one  would  wish  to  deprive  the  Americans  of 
the  honour  of  their  victories;  but  I  never  met  one  yet 
who  did  not  claim  Bunker's  Hill  as  a  splendid  triumph 
over  the  British  arms.  In  arguing  the  matter,  I  always 
referred  them  to  their  own  histories  of  the  war,  which 
have  the  candour  to  acknowledge  that  the  provincial^ 
ists  retired  from  the  position,  after  making  a  resistance 
even  longer  than  prudence  admitted.  The  works  of  the 
Americans  to  this  day  prove  how  ably  they  blockaded  the 
town,  and  a  series  of  strong  redoubts  and  entrenchments 
may  be  easily  traced  for  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles,  from 
Dorchester  Heights  on  the  margin  of  the  Bay  to  Winter 
Hill  on  the  Mystic  River. 

Two  miles  from  Charlestown  is  Harvard  College,  which 
was  founded  in  1637)  and  took  its  name  from  its  first 
great  benefactor,  a  minister,  who  bequeathed  nearly  800/. 
to  it.  The  general  court  of  Massachusetts  had  appropri- 
ated the  sum  of  400/.  towards  its  commencement  in  1630, 
and  the  small  but  pretty  town  in  which  it  is  situated  was 
called  Cambridge,  from  many  of  the  colonists  having  been 
educated  at  that  university  in  England.  It  is  more  richly 
endowed  than  any  other  in  the  States^  and,  having  property 
to  the  amount  of  about  600,000  dollars  (125,000/.),  is 
considered  the  most  efficient  for  its  purpose.  A  consider- 
able income  is  derived  from  the  bridges  leading  into  the 
city,  the  proprietors  of  some  of  them  being  bound  by 
their  charters  to  pay  a  certain  annuity  to  the  college  for 
the  loss  of  the  income  derived  from  the  ferries,  which  were 
its  property.  The  halls,  six  in  number,  stand  within  an  in- 
closure  of  eight  or  ten  acres,  thickly  planted  with  trees.  The 
university  is  a  fine  granite  building,  and  of  more  modern  date 
than  the  rest,  which  are  of  brick,  and  have  rather  an  air 
of  antiquity,  arising  from  the  thick  wooden  window  sashes 
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small  square  panes  of  glass^  the  numerous  attics^  and  roof 
surmounted  by  a  wooden  balcony,  or  platform  and  railing. 
The  miU-dam  across  Charles  River's  Bay  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  objects  near  Boston ;  it  is  a  continuation 
of  Beacon  Street,  which  forms  one  side  of  the  Common, 
and  connects  the  city  with  Brookline.  The  pier  is  of  solid 
materials,  and  li  mile  in  length,  cutting  off  upwards  of 
600  acreis'of  land  over  which  the  tide  formerly  flowed, 
and  by  which  means  a  great  water-power  has  been  ob- 
tained. A  second  dam  has  been  thrown  at  right  angles 
from  it  to  a  point  of  land  in  Roxbury,  dividing  the  600 
acres  into  two  reservoirs  of  rather  unequal  proportions; 
and  several  milk  have  been  erected  upon  this  second  dam, 
whose  wheels  are  kept  in  motion  by  sluice- ways  from  the 
upper  reservoir.  The  long  pier  in  the  upper  reservoir  is 
furnished  with  six  pair  of  floodgates,  which,  moving  upon 
easy  pivots,  are  opened  at  high  water  by  the  force  of  the 
tide,  and  close  again  at  the  ebb.  The  lower  reservoir  is  also 
furnished  with  similar  floodgates,  which  open  at  low  and 
dose  at  high  water.  Thus  the  mills  have  a  &U  of  14  feet 
from  the  upper  reservoir  (which  is  replenished  every  tide) 
into  the  lower  one,  which  lets  off  the  waste  water  at  the  low- 
est ebb.  Charles  River,  also,  flows  into  the  upper  reservoir, 
and  supplies  it  so  abundantly  that  when  I  was  at  the 
floodgates  about  half-ebb  a  vast  quantity  of  superfluous 
water  was  rushing  over  them.  The  cost  of  the  pier  was 
350,000  dollars  (73,000/.),  but  does  not  appear  to  be  very 
profitable  stock,  there  not  being  more  than  twelve  or 
fourteen  mills,  although  there  is  space  for  one  hundred 
upon  it,  and  it  has  been  finished  eleven  years. 

The  Tremont  Theatre,  immediately  opposite  the  hotel, 
and  a  very  ornamental  building,  had  closed  for  the  season 
when  I  arrived ;  but,  the  fanaticism  for  which  the  New 
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Englanders  were  formerly  so  barbarously  notorious  hav- 
ing softened  down  to  true  religious  principles^  the  town 
now  supports  two  or  three  theatres,  though  the  first  was 
built  only  thirty-six  yeai^s  since.  Even  at  the  present  day 
such  innocent  amusements  are  forbidden  by  law  in  some 
of  the  States,  west  of  the  All^hany  Mountains. 

One  afternoon  seeing  a  funeral  enter  the  GFranary  Burial-  . 
ground,  adjoining  the  Tremont  hotels  so  called  from  the 
public  bread  store  having  formerly  stood  there,  I  followed 
it,  and,  walking  up  to  a  lofty  granite  obehsk  surrounded 
by  trees,  discovered  it  was  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Franklin's 
parents ',  it  bore  the  following  inscription : — 

FRANKLIN. 

"  JosiAH  Fkanklin,  and  Abiah  his  wife,  lie  here  inlerred. 

They  lived  lovingly  together  in  wedlock  55  years, 

and  without  an  estate,  or  any  gainful  employment, 

by  constant  labour  and  honest  industry, 

maintained  a  large   family  comfortably, 

and  brought  up  thirteen  children  and  seven  grand-children  respectably ; 

so,  from  this  instance,  reader, 
be  encouraged  to  diligence  in  thy  calling,  and  distrust  not  Providence. 

He  was  a  pious  and  prudent  man. 
She  a  discreet  and  virtnous  woman. 
Their  youngest  son,  in  filial  regard  to  their  memories,  places  this  stone. 

J.  F.  bom  1655,  died  1744,  JE.  89. 
A.F.  —  1667,  —  1752,  —  85. 

The  original  inscription  having  been  nearly  obliterated,  a  number  of  citizens 
erected  this  monument  as  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  illustrious  author. 

MDCCCXXVU." 

Turning  round,  immediately  I  had  copied  the  above,  which 
could  not  have  occupied  me  five  minutes,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise the  funeral  party  had  disappeared,  and  the  gates 
were  again  locked ;  so  I  had  no  alternative  but  to  dimb 
the  wall,  and  leap  down  some  six  or  seven  feet  into  the 
street,  my  sudden  appearance  in  it  astonishing  some  of 
the  passers  by. 
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The  materials  for  boilding  at  Boston  are  excellent,  there 
being  almost  inexhaustible  quarries  of  granite  at  the  small 
town  of  Quincy  (the  birth-place  of  two  of  the  Presidents 
of  the  United  States),  about  nine  miles  firom  the  city; 
The  day  I  left  the  city,  a  melancholy  accident  occurred  to 
a  party  of  four  gentlemen  firom  the  Tremont  hotd,  upon 
the  inclined  railway  connected  with  the  quarries,  by  the 
chain  to  which  the  car  was  attached  suddenly  breaking 
when  it  had  arrived  within  a  short  distance  of  the  summit: 
the  carriage  descended  with  amazing  velocity  until  it  struck 
some  obstacle  at  the  bottom,  by  which  they  were  all  thrown 
out  with  such  violence  that  one  was  killed  upon  the  spot, 
and  the  limbs  of  the  other  three  were  severely  fractured. 

Brattle  Street  Church,  where  I  attended  service,  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  barrack  during  the  siege,  and  Governor  Han- 
cock's name,  who  was  one  of  its  bene^EU^tors,  is  inscribed 
upon  two  of  the  comer-stones  of  the  tower,  with  the  date 
of  27th  July,  1772.  One  of  the  inscriptions  bears  the 
marks  of  having  been  nearly  erased  by  the  bayonets  of  the 
British ;  and  a  nine-pounder  shot  still  remains  in  the  tower 
where  it  struck,  close  to  one  of  the  windows.  It  was  fired 
from  the  American  lines  the  evening  before  the  city  was 
evacuated,  and  evidently  intended  for  General  Gage's 
quarters,  which  were  in  a  house  opposite  the  church. 

Boston  is  often  called  ^'  the  paradise  of  clergymen," 
and  never  did  a  place  possess  such  a  proportion  of 
churches ;  including  Charlestown,  it  has  not  fewer  than 
sixty ;  their  style  of  architecture  is  generally  neat.  Tri- 
nity Church,  which  has  not  been  long  built,  is  a  handsome 
and  substantial  edifice,  and  King's  Chapel  (or  the  stone- 
church,  as  some  of  the  republicans  call  it),  in  which  the 
British  Governor's  pew  still  remains,  more  closely  approach 
the  Enghsh  style  of  places  for  sacred  worship  than  any 
others  I  saw. 
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The  hospitals  and  charitable  societies  are  very  numerous. 
One  of  the  latter  is  very  creditable  to  the  British  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city :  it  was  established  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  adyice  to  emigrants  upon  their  arrival  in  the  coun- 
try, and  to  render  pecuniary  assistance  to  those  who  may 
require  it,  or  have  been  reduced  to  poverty  by  the  fitilure 
of  their  enterprise.  Though  established  only  fifteen  years* 
it  has  given  relief  to  more  than  a  thousand  British  subjects, 
the  funds  being  created  by  annual  subscriptions  of  two 
dollars  and  upwards.  The  Massachusetts  General  Hospi- 
tal, which  was  commenced  about  the  same  time  by  private 
subscriptions,  is  a  fine  building  near  one  of  the  Charlestown 
bridges,  and  ^  its  interior  economy  well  arranged.  The 
origin  of  the  hospital  was  the  bequest  by  a  gentleman  of  a 
large  sum  of  money,  which  was  added  to  by  a  general  sub- 
scription throughout  the  state,  and  so  far  exceeded  the 
amount  required  that  the  committee  built  a  lunatic  asy- 
limi  at  Charlestown  widi  the  surplus.  Several  of  the  pri- 
vate subscriptions  amounted  to  firom  1000  to  5000  dollars, 
and  one  even  to  20,000. 

Leaving  Boston  on  the  25th  July  through  Brighton  and 
Newton  Lower-Falls,  and  to  Westborough,  over  a  fine 
sheet  of  water  by  means  of  a  floating  bridge,  I  arrived  at 
the  pretty  town  of  Worcester  late  in  the  evening.  The 
road  ran  through  a  country  of  rather  improved  fertiUty, 
and  every  stream  was  taken  advantage  of  by  some  manu- 
fitctory.  Engineers  were  also  busy  along  the  whole  line  of 
it  in  surveying  and  marking  out  a  railway  which  was  pro- 
jected firom  Boston  to  Albany,  160  miles,  and  thus  a  con- 
nected line  of  communication  would  be  opened  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Atlantic  at  Boston.  From  Worcester 
to  Northampton  the  road  passes  through  a  fine  bold  coun- 
try, but  rocky  and  difficult  of  cultivation ;  the  high  lands 
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and  sides  of  the  hills  being  set  apart  for  pasture,  and  the 
vdleys  and  along  the  banks  of  the  rivulets,  where  the  soil 
was  of  a  more  fertile  quality,  for  the  growth  of  grain.  This 
State,  with  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  has  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  better  farmed  than  any  other ;  the  average 
produce  being  from  25  to  30  bushels  of  Indian  com,  and 
from  18  to  20  of  wheat.  It  struck  me  that  the  schools 
were  much  more  numerous  than  in  the  otiher  States  I  had 
visited,  every  district  and  village  possessing  one,  which 
generally  occupied  a  spot  on  the  road  side ;  the  children 
were  also  remarkable  for  their  decorum  of  manners,  bowing 
and  making  curtsies  to  the  passengers  as  the  coach 
passed.  I  observed  the  same  respect  paid  to  weU-dressed 
people  in  most  parts  of  the  New  England  States,  and  also 
in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York*  In  the 
first  code  which  was  passed  by  Connecticut  in  1639,  six 
years  afier  the  first  settlement  of  the  colony,  it  was  ordered 
that  every  village  of  fifiky  families  should  maintain  a  good 
school  for  reading  and  writing ;  and  the  same  law  is  also 
established  in  Massachusetts. 

We  had  a  charming  view  of  the  fine  country,  with  Am- 
herst College  upon  an  eminence,  firom  the  summit  of  a  hill 
a  few  miles  before  arriving  at  the  village  of  Hadley,  where 
the  regicide  judges  lived  after  their  retreat  had  been  dis- 
covered at  Newhaven.  It  is  related  that  when  the  village 
was  attacked,  during  Philip's  bloody  war  of  1675,  it  would 
have  probably  shared  the  fate  of  Brookfield  and  other 
towns  through  which  we  passed  on  the  road  firom  Boston, 
but  for  the  timely  appearance  of  a  venerable  stranger,  who 
by  his  skill  in  military  tactics  and  encouragement  to  the 
troops  repulsed  the  Indians.  His  immediate  disappearance 
afiter  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  induced  the  superstitious 
inhabitants  to  consider  that  he  was  their  guardian  angel, 
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and  had  been  expressly  sent  to  their  assistance.  It  was 
Colonel  Ooffe,  who,  in  the  emergency  of  the  case,  had  ven- 
tured to  leave  his  place  of  concealment  in  the  ceUar  of  the 
minister's  house. 

Between  the  village  and  the  Connecticut  River,  two  miles 
distant,  are  rich  tmd  beautiful  meadows,  unoonfined  by 
fences,  but  well  planted  with  firuit  trees,  and  being  over- 
flowed by  the  spring  freshets,  which  leave  a  deposit,  the 
land  is  as  productive  as  any  in  the  State.  A  wooden 
bridge,  half  a  mile  in  length,  crosses  the  river  into  the 
prettiest  of  American  towns,  Northampton.  Nowhere  did 
I  see  such  beautiful  villages  as  in  New  England,  of  which 
Concord  in  New  Hampshire,  Worcester,  and  Northampton, 
rank  pre-eminent.  The  situation  of  this  last  is  a  charming 
one,  in  a  rich  country,  upon  a  noble  river,  and  steam  navi- 
gation to  the  ocean.  The  streets  are  unlike  any  thing 
English.  Frame  houses  possess  a  neatness  and  cleanliness 
of  appearance  which  it  is  impossible  to  impart  to  our 
heavy  town  abodes ;  and,  as  the  material  of  which  they  are 
built  can  be  moulded  into  more  elegant  forms,  the  American 
houses  are  generally  ornamented  with  light  balconies  and 
porticos,  supported  by  columns  of  the  Doric  or  Corinthian 
order.  I  thought  Northampton  the  most  delightful  and 
enviable  place  I  had  ever  seen ;  it  is  the  very  realization  of 
a  '^  nis  in  urbe/'  the  streets  being  so  thickly  planted  with 
trees  of  a  primeval  growth  that  their  boughs  are  almost 
interwoven  across  the  road,  and  the  neat  private  dwellings 
and  shops  beneath  them  appear  like  a  series  of  cottages 
and  gardens.  The  town  has  been  settled  nearly  1 80  years, 
and  contains  above  2000  inhabitants.  On  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  which  is  crossed  at  South  Hadley  by  a 
horse  ferry,  two  miles  distant,  is  Mount  Holyoke,  1070 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  river,  and  a  favourite  resort  of 
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travellers  and  parties  of  pleasure.  Seven  carriages,  filled 
principally  witih  ladies,  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  mount  at 
the  same  time  as  myself.  The  road  winds  along  the  side 
of  it  through  a  dense  forest  of  trees,  until  within  100  feet 
of  the  summit,  where  it  is  necessary  to  dismount  and 
clamber  over  rough  loose  stones  and  logs  of  wood  for  the 
remaining  distance.  But  the  scene  which  bursts  upon  the 
spectator's  view,  as  he  steps  upon  the  bare  black  rock  on 
the  summit — a  scene  of  sublime  beauty,  of  which  but  an 
inadequate  description  could  be  conveyed — amply  repays 
him  for  his  trouble  and  fatigue.  A  more  charming  day 
could  not  have  been  desired :  it  was  one  of  those  clear  Ame- 
rican atmospheres  which  are  unknown  in  our  own  hazy 
clime,  with  just  sufficient  light  floating  clouds  to  throw  a 
momentary  shadow  over  parts  of  the  rich  vale,  which  lay 
spread  out  beneath  in  all  the  various  hues  of  a  quickly 
ripening  harvest.  Innumerable  white  houses,  and  spires  of 
churches,  were  seen  scattered  amongst  the  trees  and  along 
the  banks  of  the  smooth  but  rapid  Connecticut  (up  which 
a  solitary  steamer  was  slowly  creeping),  which  river  in  its 
fantastic  and  capricious  windings  returned  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  same  spot,  after  watering  two  or  three  miles 
of  the  vale--or,  after  being  concealed  at  intervals  by  the 
hills  and  woods,  would  again  appear  with  its  silvery  sur- 
face glistening  amidst  the  dark  foliage  at  the  distance  of 
many  miles.  These  objects,  and,  above  all,  the  high  and 
rocky  mountains,  contrasted  with  the  smiling  valleys,  al- 
together formed  one  of  the  most  magnificent  panoramas 
in  the  world.  Places  160  miles  apart  from  each  other 
were  distinctly  visible.  I  soon  recognized  the  bluff  rocks 
near  Newhaven,  at  eighty  miles  distance,  though  only 
400  feet  in  height,  and  could  easily  trace  their  rugged  and 
bold  outline  upon  the  clear  horizon. 
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I  had  carried  my  pencils  and  sketch-book  up  with  me ; 
but  did  not  even  presume  to  take  them  firom  my  pocket. 
So,  after  having  feasted  my  eyes  for  the  space  of  an 
hour,  I  went  into  the  small  frame  house  which  is  on 
the  sununit,  for  something  more  substantial.  The  occu- 
pant, or  rather  tenant,  as  he  pays  a  rent  of  100  dollars 
per  annum  for  the  spot  of  ground,  might  be  an  old  sailor, 
from  the  extravagant  price  he  charges  for  refreshments; 
but,  in  my  opinion,  his  money  is  well-earned,  as  he  ascends 
the  mountain  daily  fr*om  the  village  at  its  foot.  The  table 
in  the  room  was  covered  with  a  number  of  books,  mis- 
named albums,  in  which  every  visitor,  who  has  been  either 
in  a  sentimental,  witty,  or  meditative  mood,  has  thought 
proper  to  record  the  workings  of  his  mind,  which  were 
generally  bombastic  descriptions  of  the  view,  winding  up 
with  a  moral  lecture.  I  sympathized  deeply  with  one  poor 
poet,  who  had  departed  from  the  usual  line,  with 

**  O  great  Olympus,  fair  Northampton's  pride, 

How  hot  it  is  to  travel  up  thy  side ! 
Hail  mighty  mount,  grand  beacon  of  our  sphere  ! 
I  wonder  how  the  d — ^1 1  got  here ! " 

But  many  Smiths  and  Thompsons,  more  ambitious  of 
transmitting  their  names  to  remotest  posterity,  had  with 
laudable  zeal  engraven  their  names  upon  the  hard  rock. 
The  descent  is  even  more  difficult  than  the  ascent,  being 
so  precipitous.  When  I  regained  the  spot  where  I  had 
tied  my  horse,  and  found  it  quietly  standing  there,  I  could 
not  but  admire  the  complete  manner  in  which  he  was 
trained.  Arriving  at  the  skirts  of  the  wood,  and  ima^ning 
that,  from  this  point,  I  could  take  a  good  sketch  of  the 
rich  vale,  with  Northampton,  and  a  mountain  in  the  back- 
ground, I  dismounted,  and,  placing  the  bridle  over  a  post 
in  the  fence,  sat  down  upon  the  grass,  and  commenced  the 
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preliminary  operations ;  but,  hearing  a  noise,  I  turned  round 
and  perceived  that  my  well-trained  steed,  which  evidently 
had  not  been  accustomed  to  this  second  part  of  the  day's 
]>erformance,  had  broken  the  bridle,  and  was  galloping  off 
at  full  speed.  Gathering  up  my  pencUs  and  rubber,  I  pur- 
sued, and  at  last  succeeded  in  driving  him  up  into  the 
angle  of  a  worm-fence,  where  he  took  up  a  most  impreg- 
nable position,  defending  it  as  resolutely  with  his  heels. 
To  add  to  my  discomfiture,  some  ladies  with  whom  I  had 
been  conversing  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain  came 
down  at  the  moment  I  was  busily  engaged  in  reconnoitring 
the  ground,  prior  to  making  an  attack  to  the  best  possible 
advantage ;  and,  seeing  them  laughing  heartily,  I  felt  myself 
in  honour  bound  (lest  they  should  imagine  that  I  had  been 
thrown)  to  walk  up  and  explain  the  merits  of  €tke  case  to 
them.  Afber  much  manoeuvring,  I  succeeded  in  securing 
him,  and,  tying  the  bridle  on  with  my  handkerchief,  re- 
turned to  Northampton  without  the  intended  sketch. 

Proceeding  west,  the  road  passes  through  a  mountainous 
and  only'partially  cleared  country,  with  fine  groves  of  noble 
hemlock,  which  appeared  to  be  fast  diminishing  in  number 
from  the  bark  being  used  for  tanning  leather.  We  were 
five  hours  and  a  half  upon  the  road  from  Northampton  to 
Worthington,  though  only  nineteen  miles.  From  Pitts- 
field  (where  an  agricultural  show  has  been  established 
upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  takes  place  annually  in  Octo- 
ber), the  road  ascends  a  hill  of  considerable  height.  Being 
formed  on  the  side  of  the  hiU,  the  foundation  on  the  outer 
edge  is  made  with  trees  laid  close  together,  covered  with 
earth,  and  no  protection  for  a  carriage  against  falling  over 
the  side,  but  some  weak  rails,  generally  composed  of  small 
trees  laid  horizontally  in  the  fork  of  others  fixed  upright 
in  the  ground,  forming  a  very  inefficient  fence  against  the 
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precipice  close  to  which  the  coach  passes.     I  congratu- 
lated myself  upon  arriving  safely  at  the  summit  with  a  fine 
view  of  the  Catskill  Moimtains  in  the  distance,  and  the 
village  in  the  valley  of  Lebanon,  two  miles  beneath  us. 
The  road  was,  however^  even  more  steep  than  on  the  side 
we  ascended;  and  having  a  heavy  load  on  the  coach,  and 
as  usual  in  America  no  slipper  on   the  wheel,   we  de- 
scended the  hill  with  such  frightful  speed  that,  whirling 
round  a  sharp  turn  (where  the  road  too  had  an  inclina- 
tion outwards),  the  vehicle  lost  its  equilibrium,  the  pas- 
sengers screamed  out,  and  over  it  went.     I  would  not  at 
the  moment  have  given  half  a  dollar  to  insure  all  our  Uves. 
I  saw  the  tops  of  the  trees  far  below,  and  thought  nothing 
could  save  us  from  perching  amongst  their  boughs.    The 
rails  gave  way  with  a  crash,  when  I  was  surprised  by  a 
sudden  and  violent  shock,  occasioned  by  the  coach  falling 
on  the  friendly  stump  of  a  tree  which  checked  us  in  our 
course.     The  vehicle  in  part  overhanging  the  precipice, 
carpet  bags  and  mail  bags,  trunks  and  hat  boxes,  were  to 
be  seen  roUing  down  the  hill  to  the  depth  of  150  feet. 
Regulus  of  old  could  not  have  had  a  more  uncomfortable 
descent  in  his  barrel  than  we  should  have  had,  if  the  coach 
had  been  two  or  three  feet  farther  on  either  side  of  the 
stump.    There  were  eight  passengers  of  no  light  weight 
inside,  and  I  was  one  of  those  who  were  undermost.     A 
strong  voice  called  out,  above  me,  '^  Never  mind,  there's 
no  one  hurt.''    '^  Thank  you,"  said  a  smothered  tone, 
^^  but  there  a'int  'casion  to  speak  for  me,  I  guess."    As 
soon  as  I  could  extricate  myself  from  the  confused  mass 
of  arms  and  legs,  and  scramble  out  of  one  of  the  windows, 
I  began  to  shake  myself  to  discover  what  broken  Umbs  I 
had;  but  finding  only  a  sprained  thimib,  ditto  leg,  and 
one  or  two  contusions  on  the  ribs,  and  that  none  of  my 
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companions  were  much  more  injured,  I  b^an  to  search 
for  my  baggage. 

We  had  just  raised  the  shattered  coach  again,  when 
some  people  who  had  seen  it  upset  from  the  Lebanon 
springs  gallopped  up,  expecting  to  find  half  the  passen- 
gers killed ;  in  an  hour  more  I  was  in  the  Columbia  hall 
hotel. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


By  your  priesthood,  tell  me  what  you  are  1 

DONNP. 

At  Manchester,  in  England,  this  burning  truth  began. 
When  Christ  made  his  appearance  in  blessed  Mother  Ann. 
A  few  at  first  received  it,  and  did  their  lusts  forsake, 
And  soon  tlieir  testimony  brought  on  a  mighty  shake. 

For  Mother*s  safe  protection,  good  angels  flew  before. 
Towards  the  land  of  promise,  Columbia's  happy  shore ; 
Hail  thou  victorious  Gospel,  and  that  auspicious  day 
When  Mother  safely  landed  in  Noith  America ! 

"  MlMOBUL  TO  MOTBBR  AnN." 


The  company  at  the  Lebanon  springs  during  Die  season 
is  made  up  of  the  same  kind  of  people  as  at  Chdtenham^  or 
any  of  our  fashionable  watering  places.  Some  come  to  get 
rid  of  their  daughters;  others  to  get  rid  of  their  complaints ; 
others,  again,  to  avoid  the  sickness  of  the  south ;  and  the 
rest  are  composed  of  travellers,  fortune-hunters,  pleasure- 
seekers,  and  the  odds  and  ends  of  society.  The  Shaker's 
village,  two  miles  distant,  proves,  however,  a  great  attrac- 
tion. On  the  29th  of  July,  I  attended  their  Sunday  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  in  a  large  building  by  the  road-side, 
containing  a  finely  proportioned  room  of  80  by  60  feet, 
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with  arched  ceiling,  well  calculated  for  sounds  and  a  beau- 
tifully white  floor^  with  scarcely  a  knot  upon  its  surface. 
There  were  two  doors  in  the  front  of  the  room,  the  gentle- 
men visitors  entering  at  the  one  and  the  ladies  at  the 
other;  while  the  members  of  the  Sokdety  made  their 
appearance  separately  also,  the  men  by  a  door  at  the 
south  and  the  women  by  one  at  the  north  end  of  the 
building.  Elevated  seats  for  the  visitors  occupied  one  side 
of  the  room,  a  rail  dividing  the  two  sexes.  I  sat  very 
impatiently  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  the  Society 
assembled,  when  they  occupied  two  rows  of  benches  facing 
each  other,  a  slight  opening  between  two  boards  in  the 
floor  forming  the  boundary  line.  The  men  were  dressed 
in  drab  coats,  quaker  fashion,  but  with  a  rolling  collar, 
old-fashioned  dark  waistcoats  reaching  as  low  as  the  hips, 
and  gray  trowsers  of  striped  cotton  or  linen,  the  hair  cut 
short  in  front  and  allowed  to  grow  a  considerable  length 
at  the  back  of  the  head ;  the  women  in  white  gowns,  with 
large  musUn  caps  which  concealed  their  profile,  and  high- 
heeled  shoes.  Both  sexes  entered  with  a  singular  kind  of 
springing  step,  as  if  walking  upon  the  toes.  The  total 
number  of  members,  including  two  people  of  colour, 
might  have  been  250,  of  which  130  were  males.  Amongst 
them  were  30  or  40  children  firom  ten  to  fifteen  years  of 
age;  the  rest  were  firom  thirty  to  seventy :  but  I  scarcely 
observed  any  who  appeared  between  those  two  periods. 
Most  of  them  entered  without  their  coats,  and,  the  day 
being  warm,  all  had  their  waistcoats  unbuttoned,  so  as  to 
display  a  dean  long  white  neckcloth  and  shirt,  with  a 
narrow  piece  of  green  riband  encircling  the  arm  above  the 
elbow.  The  service  commenced  by  the  whole  society 
rising  and  removing  the  benches  to  the  side  of  the  room. 
Both  sexes  then  advanced  towards  the  line  of  demarcation 
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in  a  dose  oolnmn^  showing  a  front  of  16  by  8  deep,  but 
in  oblique  lines,  so  that  the  feet  of  the  two  people  on  the  in- 
ner flank  were  within  a  few  inches  of  the  boundary  line,  while 
those  on  the  outer  were  six  paces  apart.  An  elder,  stepping 
out,  addressed  them  in  a  few  words,  standing  with  his 
back  to  the  wall,  his  feet  upon  the  line,  and  fronting  the 
open  space  between  the  two  parties.  He  spoke  in  so  low 
a  tone  of  voice  that  I  could  scarcely  catch  the  import  of 
his  words,  but  understood  him  to  say  that  ^^they  had 
assembled  th^e  to  pray,"  and  recommending  *' suitable 
exercise ;"  when,  resuming  his  place,  the  members  «ang  a 
hymn,  moving  their  feet  in  time  with  the  air,  which  was 
a  strange  composition,  equally  unintelligible  and  monoto- 
nous as  an  Indian  chant  at  the  feast  of  the  Mohorum,  or 
a  Burman  boat  song  as  I  have  heard  it  on  the  Irawaddi, 
to  which  it  bore  no  slight  resemblance.  When  it  was  con- 
eluded,  they  knelt  in  silence  for  a  few  minutes,  and,  afiter 
rising,  another  elder  addressed  us,  saying,  '^  He  trusted 
we  should  behave  with  propriety  and  decency,  as  decent 
people  ought,  and  recollect  that  we  were  in  a  house  of 
worship,  though  ,we  were  not  believers  of  the  same  fiedth : " 
an  address,  indeed,  that  was  much  required ;  for  I  could 
not  divest  myself  of  the  idea  that  we  were  in  a  theatre, 
and,  had  any  one  set  the  example,  I  have  but  little  doubt 
there  would  have  been  a  boisterous  round  of  applause. 
In  truth  we  were  but  mere  spectators:  none  took  any 
part  in  the  service,  but  remained  as  immovable  and  atten- 
tive to  the  proceedings  before  them  as  they  woidd  if  view- 
ing any  novelty  in  a  place  of  public  amusement.  The  rest 
of  the  men  now  divested  themselves  of  their  coats,  hang- 
ing them  upon  pegs  in  the  wall,  and  each  of  the  women 
laid  the  white  handkerchief  she  had  held  in  her  hand  upon 
the  benches ;  indications  that  they  were  about  to  set  to  in 

Q  2 
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jgood  earnest.    Two  rows  of  about  forty  persons  stood 
with  their  backs  to  the  wall^  the  remainder  forming  a 
colunm  fronting  them  at  some  distance.   The  former  party 
struck  up  a  lively  air  with  some  words  attached  to  it  (all 
that  I  could  distinguish  were,  ^^  I  will  be  truly  good/'  £re- 
quently  repeated),  and  the  latter  commenced  dancing  in 
correct  time,  advancing  three  steps ;  then  balancing  three, 
and  retiring  again,  advanced  as  before,  turning  round  at 
intervals  in  the  tune  in  a  style  which  a  quadrille  dancer 
might  even  be  proud,  of.    The  singers  throughout  the 
time  kept  their  arms  dose  to  their  bodies,  with  the  lower 
part  of  them  projecting  out,  and  moving  their  hands  up 
and  down  (I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  making  an  absurd 
but  striking  simile)  like  so  many  kangaroos  standing  upon 
their  hind  legs.     Upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  most  singular 
scene:  old  and  young  were  dancing  away  without  their 
coats,  as  if  it  had  been  a  matter  of  life  and  death ;  while 
the  room,  containing  not  fewer  than  six  or  seven  hundred 
people,   was   hot    to    suffocation.     Though  the  women 
exerted  themselves  most  laboriously,  they  were  (owing  to 
their  dress,  I  presunle)  as  pale  and  ghastly  as  so  many 
shrouded  bodies  or  living  corpses,— an  appearance  they 
wished  to  assume,  I  should  imagine,  as  not  being  very 
inviting  to  the  eyes  of  ^^  the  world's  people,"  as  they  term 
us  old-fietshioned  folks.    I   overheard  one  of  a  party  of 
yoimg  men  sitting  in  rear  of  me,  who  could  not  at  all 
contain   themselves,   say,    ^'he    had    seen  an    Egyptian 
mimuny  look  handsomer  than  any  of  them."     I   could 
not,  however,  agree  with  him  upon  that  score;  for  there 
were  two  or  three  pair  of  very  pretty  dark  eyes,  with  some 
finely-formed  features.     One  young    girl,   in  particular, 
about  eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  who  paid  much 
more  attention  to  the  spectators  than  to  her  devotions. 
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would  doubtless  have  been  well  pleased  to  rq;ain  her 
former  place  in  the  world.  She  was  in  the  last  row  of 
females^  so  that  no  one  could  overlook  her  motions ;  and 
all  die  young  people  were  similarly  disposed  of.  Those 
who  formed  the  first  row,  and  who  were  confronted  face 
to  ftce  with  the  men,  were  the  oldest  and  ugliest  of  the 
party :  a  dangerous  post  like  this  was  not  ass^ed  to 
young  people,  with  such  eyes  as  interpreters,  an  elopement 
having  occasionally  taken  place,  much  to  the  dismay  of 
the  elders.  A  respectable,  middle-aged  man,  who  had 
received  the  visitors  and  shown  them  to  their  seats  with 
grekt  civility,  took  no  part  in  the  performance  of  the  above 
ceremonies,  but  passed  his  time  in  observing  the  effect 
such  a  singular  show  had  upon  the  audience.  After  the 
Society  had  finished  their  first  dance  and  song,  he  camexip 
directly  in  front  of  me,  and  said  ^^he  had.  seen  two  or 
three  young  men  talking  and  laughing,  as  if  they  were  in 
a  theatre  or  ball-room/'  All  eyes  were  turned  instanier 
in  my  direction;  but,  fortunately  for  my  credit,  the  speaker 
particularized  them,  and  I  discovered  they  were  the 
^^Egjrptian  Mummy"  party.  He  continued  his  lecture 
by  telling  them,  **  if  they  wished  to  laugh,  to  walk  out 
upon  the  floor,  and  allow  every  one  to  see  them;  if  they 
had  any  thing  to  say,  let  every  one  hear  what  it  was; 
that  the  rest  of  the  visitors  had  behaved  respectably  and 
with  propriety,  and  had  his  thanks  for  so  doing;  but  that, 
for  these  young  men,  they  conducted  themselves  worse 
than  heathens,  who  have  some  respect  for  the  religion  of 
others ;  that  they  deserved  reprimanding,  and  that  he  re- 
primanded them  accordingly.''  The  young  men  looked 
much  abashed,  and  took  an  early  opportunity  of  retiring* 
The  Society  afiterwards  formed  a  column  of  five  in  front, 
with  fourteen  members  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  who 
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sang  some  words  to  a  tone  like  '^Yankee  doodle,"  the 
Column  stepping  off  at  quick  time,  and  marching  round 
the  room  as  correctly  aa  any  well-diilled  battalion,  chang- 
ing step  when  necessary,  and,  if  any  one  fell  out  in  front, 
his  place  was  immediately  occupied  by  some  one  firom  the 
rear.  They  beat  time  by  moving  their  hands  up  and  down 
as  before  described,  cbpping  them  in  certain  parts  of 
the  tune.  After  thus  marching  round  several  times,  they 
halted,  and,  the  inner  files  of  two  facing  about,  a  brisk  air 
was  struck  up,  and  they  moved  off  again  in  different  direc- 
tions, drchng  round  the  room,  halting  and  singing  in  the 
sk)w  parts  of  the  air^  then  quickening  their  pace  almost 
to  a  run  at  die  nK>re  lively  parts.  Altogether  I  scarcely 
ever  saw  so  difficult  or  so  weUrperformed  a  field-day* 
They  had  been  evidently  well  drilled,  w  they  could  not 
have  acquired  such  skill  in  manoeuvring;  for  there  wai» 
sudi  a  series  of  marching  and  countermarching,  slow  step^ 
quick  step,  and  double-quick  step,  advancing  and  retiring^ 
forming  open  colunm  and  dose  colunm,  perpendicular 
lines  and  obfique  fines,  that  it  was  sufficient  to  puzde  and 
confound  the  clearest  head  of  the  lookers  on* 

After  a  hard  hour's  work,  the  first  speaker,  who  had  re-* 
quested  us  ^^  to  behave  with  decency,''  again  came  forward, 
and  spoke  to  the  following  effect:  '^Friends,  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  to  you.  No  doubt  what  you  have  seen 
to-day  appears  vastly  strange — a  mode  of  worshipping 
the  Almighty  altogether  new  to  you ;  and  I  am  not  sur« 
prised  that  it  should  appear  strange,  'The  way  of  the 
Lord  is  foolishness  with  man.'  I  asked  your  attention 
and  good  conduct  before  we  commenced ;  some  flew  have 
not  behaved  well — fiir  firom  it  indeed,  but  I  am  not  even 
surprised  at  that.  They  probably  despised  us  and  laughed 
at  us  in  scorn  and  derision.      Wey  however,  are  satisfied ; 
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-we  well  know  that  we  am  in  the  right  path,  that  the  Lord 
is  pleased  and  is  reoon<nled  with  us*  Works  qpeak  for  then^ 
selves,  and  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit;  we  therefore 
fear  not  the  taunts  o£  men*  There  are,  however,  so  many 
sects,  so  many  various  forms  of  religion,  so  many  crying 
out  ^  this  is  the  right  way,'  and  *  this  is  the  right  way,' 
that  those  seeking  the  truth  acaroely  know  which  way  to 
turn ;  but  if  you  wish  to  be  saved,  if  any  of  you  feel  you 
have  need  of  salvation  (and  ^  the  physician  is  only  required 
by  the  sick')  it  is  k^re  only  to  be  found — ihu  is  the  only 
true  path)  amongst  tluse  only,  these  the  true  disciples  of 
Christ,  who  follow  his  glorious  example  in  taking  up  a  daily 
cross,  and  denying  themselves  the  things  of  this  world. 
I  have  no  doubt  some  of  you  despise  us,  and  that  all  of 
you  profess  to  be  religious,  and  all  uearly  determine  upon 
repenting  of  your  sins,  and  leading  a  new  life ;  but  day 
after  day  is  this  hour  of  reformation  put  off.  It  is  delayed 
time  after  time  until  some  more  convenient  opportunity. 
We  desire  your  happiness,  we  pray  for  your  good,  but  we 
cannot  flatter  you-*-itoi  one  of  you  will  be  saved,  unless 
you  abstain  from  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  all  sin  and  worldly  de- 
sires, and  shun  the  eye,  the  pride  of  life — the  eye,  ihe  pride 
af  life." — ^The  speaker  here  became  quite  violent,  stamping 
with  his  feet,  and  holding  out  his  clenched  hand  while  he 
repeated  the  last  sentence,  looking  hard  at  the  lady  spec^ 
tators.  ^^  Whence  arises  all  sin,  all  deadly  and  barbarous 
wars  ? — whence  1Sdi%  sickness  which  now  desolates  the  land  2 
Let  those,  then,  who  wish  to  be  saved,  forsake  those  things 
which  separate  the  soul  from  Grod.  Cease  to  do  evil,  and 
you  will  learn  to  do  good ;  imitate  us  in  taking  Christ  for 
a  pattern,  and  you  vnll  then  assuredly  find  salvation." 

His  address  lasted  about  twenty  minutes,  and  was  de- 
livered with  great  energy;  but  he  was  an  illiterate  man. 
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and  could  scarcely  speak  correct  Elnglisb— evidently  la- 
bouring, too,  under  great  difficulty  from  want  of  words  to 
express  himself,  and  his  whole  diMX>uTse  abounded  with 
tautology.  I  was  rather  alarmed  lest  he  should  observe 
me  taking  notes  of  lus  lecture;  for, had  he  only  cast  eyes 
upon  me,  I  should  have  received  no  gentle  reprimand. 
Afiter  another  song,  the  meeting  broke  up,  havii^  lasted 
an  hour  and  a  half. 

I  had  some  conversation  immediately  afterwards  with 
one  of  the  elders,  who  iqppeared  a  sensible  well-informed 
man.  He  stated  that  the  Society  at  this  village  consisted 
of  600  people,  but  that  not  more  than  a  third  ever  at- 
tended service  together,  excepting  once  a  year,  when  aU 
assembled.  In  answer  to  my  inquiries,  he  said  that  they 
had  received  an  addition  of  100  members  within  the  last 
two  yeari^  many  of  whom  were  English.  I  had  observed 
two  very  stout,  ruddy  heed,  fiomer-looking  men,  who,  he 
said,  had  only  just  arrived  from  my  native  country.  One 
was  the  very  prototype  of  Friar  Tuck,  and  it  would  be  a 
considerable  time  before  he  exchanged  his  frit  cheeks  for 
the  long  demure  &oe  of  the  rest  of  the  Society. '  The  other 
danced  roimd  the  room,  swinging  his  hands  about,  and 
bellowing  at  the  frdl  extent  of  his  voice,  as  if  he  was  still 
tripping  it  at  some  English  village  wake,  Tls  said 
^^ there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun;"  but  it  seems 
strange  that  such  fiinatidsm  should  exist  with  so  much 
seal  and  good  religious  feeling. 

The  village  is  remarkable  for  the  neatnen  and  cleanli- 
ness of  the  houses.  The  school  is  well  conducted,  and 
the  children  educated  in  it  generally  possess  a  superior 
education  to  those  elsewhere.  After  acquiring  the  age  of 
maturity,  they  are  under  no  obligation  to  remain  with  the 
Society,  but  are  free  to  return  to  the  world;  nor  are  they 
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allowed  rashly  to  enlist  under- the  banners  of  '^the  be- 
lievers/' but  must  seriously  take  the  matter  into  consi- 
deration, and  even  undergo  a  noviciate  of  some  months, 
when,  if  still  of  the  same  opinion,  they  are  admitted  and 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  as  the  other  members.  At  any 
time  indeed  they  may  withdraw,  but  cannot  claim  any 
compensation  for  the  time  they  may  have  worked  upon 
the  lands  of  the  Society,  nor,  should  they  have  thrown 
property  into  the  common  stock,  can  they  reclaim  it, 
though  none  that  have  as  yet  withdrawn  have  gone  away 
empty-handed.  The  principal  rules  of  the  Society  are 
celibacy,  non-interference  with  politics,  peace  with  all  man- 
kind, and  paying  to  every  man  his  due ;  nor  will  they  be 
answerable  for  the  debts  of  any  of  the  Society,  or  admit 
any  one  as  9  member  who  has  not  honestly  dischai]ged 
all  his  pecuniary  debts.  No  one,  except  in  case  of  sick- 
ness or  infirmity,  is  allowed  to  become  a  burthen  on  the 
Society ;  but  all  must  wd^k,  and  all  property  is  in  common, 
the  fruits  of  th^  labour  being  thrown  into  a  general  fund* 
The  women  are  employed  in  knitting  gloves,  making  fancy 
ornaments,  and  spinning,  while  the  men  follow  various 
trades,  the  goods  being  exposed  for  sale  at  the  trustee's 
office :  every  article  is  of  the  best  quality,  but  the  price 
is  exceedingly  high.  The  woman  who  sold  me  what  few 
things  I  bought  used  as  many  persuasives  as  the  most 
experienced  shopkeeper  in  England,  with  the  true  ^^will 
you  look  at  this,  sir  ? — this  is  an  excellent  article,"  and 
« these  gloves  wear  remarkably  well;  you  had  better  take 
a  pair,  sir.''  They  possess  about  3000  acres  of  well-culti- 
vated land  adjoining  the  village,  and  extensive  gardens 
for  rearing  seeds,  which  produce  a  considerable  income, 
being  in  great  demand  throughout  the  States.  The  So- 
ciety is  governed  by  two  elders  of  each  sex,  elected  by  the 
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members.  Their  duty  is  to  give  informatdoii  to  candid 
inquirers^  and  to  admit  those  \idio  desire  to  mute  them- 
selves  to  the  Society;  also  occasionaUy  to  {Mreach  the 
gospel.  He  entire  body  is  dividedv  into  families  from  80 
to  100  members  each,  who  again  appoint  two  elders  as 
their  bead,  whose  duty  it  is  to  manage  the  temporal  con- 
cerns of  the  family.  Heir  honses  are  lai^,  oommodions, 
and  substantial  brick  btiildings,  four  stories  in  height. 

The  Society  is  also  divided  into  three  classes:  Ist, 
those  who  do  not  assent  to  the  rule  of  celibacy,  but  re* 
side  at  a  distance  from  the  village  with  their  own  fiunilies, 
attending  worship,  and  otherwise  conforming  to  the  rules. 
2dly,  Those  who  are  members,  but  can  return  to  the 
world's  people  whenever  they  think  fit;  and  Sdly,  those 
who,  vowing  to  remain  members  in  perpetuum,  have  en- 
tirely given  themselves  up  as  followers  of  the  faith.  They 
all  live  in  a  remarkably  comfortable  manner,  even  well,  in 
the  sense  of  the  world,  with  whda^e  people,  however,  they 
will  not  eat  in  company ;  but,  when  some  of  them  rode  up 
to  the  springs  in  a  car,  they  showed  that  they  possessed 
a  taste  for  t^e  good  things  of  this  life,  as  well  as  the  rest 
of  mankind,  by  sitting  down,  taking  a  glass  of  brandy  and 
wat^,  smoking,  and  conversing  cheerfully.  Two  or  three 
backslidings  have  occurred  amongst  the  young  members, 
who  have  eloped,  proving  they  were  not  invulnerable  to 
the  shafts  of  that  little  urchin  Cupid;  and  I  shrewdly 
suspect  that  many  others  would  not  be  at  all  backward 
in  following  the  same  example,  did  but  an  opportunity 
occur.  The  sect,  however,  gains  ground  considerably, 
and  there  are  not  fewer  than  5000  Shakers  in  the  United 
States,  though  it  is  but  fifty^nine  years  since  Mrs.  Lee,  or 
**  Mother  Ann,"  as  she  is  called,  emigrated  from  England. 
She  was  a  native  of  Manchester,  and  married  to  a  black- 
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smith  in  that  town,  and  is  considered  the  founder  of  the 
sect,  though  several  people  had  formed  themselyes  into  a 
Society  following  the  same  mode  of  worship  as  early  as 
1747*      She  was  an  ilUterate  woman,    nnable  either  to 
read  or  write.    The  cruel  persecutions   sh%  suffered  in 
England,  on  account  of  her  religious  opinions,  induced  her 
to  embark,  with  her  husband  and  others  of  the  same  per- 
suasion, for  America,  in  177^,  where  she  established  herself, 
near  Albany,  twenty-fiye  miles  from  Lebanon,  remoying 
to  the  latter  place  some  few  years  after,  and  dying  in 
1784,  in  her  forty-eighth  year.     Lebanon  is  now  the  head 
of  the  Shaking  church.    That  such  a  sect  is  not  well  cal- 
culated for  a  young  and  thinly-inhabited  country  is  self- 
evident;  for  though  hj  their  sobriety,  good  faith,  honest 
and  upright  conduct,  they  set  an  example  to  the  rest  of 
mankind  worthy  of  imitation,  and  most  of  their  regu- 
lations are  founded  upon  highly  moral  and   admirable 
principles,  yet  others  are  fiillaGious,  and  the  argument 
upon  which  they  rest  is  altogether  imtenable.    They  hold 
that  the  miltennium  has  commenced,  and  that  all  the  human 
race  is  to  be  extinct  by  conforming  to  their  first  great 
precept  of  celibacy.    Without  such  a  fundamental  rule, 
indeed,  such  a  Society  could  not  long  exist.     Professing 
to  be  close  imitators  of  Christ,  they  are  far  from  it.    The 
Saviour  of  the  world  went  about  doing  good,  exposing 
Himself  to  the  ingratitude  of  those  He  served,  and  at 
last,  for  their  sakes,  suffering  an  ignominious  and  painful 
death;  while  they,  who  pretend  to  take  Him  as  a  pat- 
tern, lead  an  easy  and  comfortable  life,  and  seem  chiefly 
occupied  in  adding  to  their  worldly  riches,  while  their 
charity  is  boimded  by  the  chain  of  hills  which  encircle 
their  settLement.    That  such  a  Society  should  exist  for  a 
day,  in  the  present  intelleetual  state  of  the  world,  is  truly 
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astonishing ;  but  ^  nil  adnurari*'  appears  to  be  the  motto 
of  common  sense.  The  Society  is  composed  chiefly  of 
ignorant  and  illiterate  people,  and  of  many  who  have  been 
disappointed  in  life,  and  haye  thus  withdrawn  themselves 
from  the  rest  of  mankind,  unable  to  bear  up  and  strive 
against  the  adversities  of  their  lot  as  true  Christians. 

The  temperature  of  the  water  at  the  wells  is  73^  Fahren- 
heit; it  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and,  being  devoid  of  almost 
every  medicinal  quality  or  saline  taste,  is  used  as  common 
beverage.  From  chemical  analysis,  two  quarts  are  said  to 
contain 

grain. 

Muriate  of  lime    ...  1 .00. 

Muriate  of  soda    •     .     .  0.75. 

Sulphate  of  lime   .     .     .  1.50. 

Carbonate  of  lime      •     •  0.57- 

It  boils  up  in  the  gardens  of  the  bote}  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  supply  the  requisite  baths,  and  is  afterwards  used  for 
setting  in  motion  the  wheels  of  three  manufactories.  I 
was  much  amused  by  seeing  a  large  party  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  fresh  arrivals,  assemble  round  the  spring  one 
evening,  tasting  the  water  and  passing  their  opinion  upon 
its  merits,  some  even  refusing  to  put  the  glass  to  their 
Ups,  fearing  the  e£fects  of  a  draught,  when  they  had  been 
taking  plentiful  potions  of  the  same  at  the  dinner  table. 

The  evenings  were  usually  passed  in  dancing  except  on 
Saturday,  the  Sabbath  commencing  with  some  of  the  New 
Englanders  at  sunset  on  the  preceding  day.  The  band 
consisted  of  two  negroes  playing  on  violins,  and  a  third 
upon  a  bass.  The  leader  of  the  sable  trio  (a  barber,  by  the 
bye,  composing  part  of  the  establishment  of  the  house) 
acted  as  a  kind  of  maitre  du  ballet,  crying  out  '^  Ba- 
lanciey ! "— -'^  tan  your  patners !"— ;^<  La's  shen !''  and  other 
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jargon,  utterly  unintelligible  even  to  those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  figure  of  every  quadrille.  The  ladiea' 
dancing  was  a  composition  of  walking,  running,  and  shuf- 
fling ;  the  gentlemen  acquitted  themselves  as  wtU  as  gen- 
tlemen generally  do.  I  overheard  one,  who  prided  himself 
a  good  deal  on  his  manner  of  twirling  round  the  room, 
say  that  he  had  ''  the  best  waltzing  master  in  Paris,  last 
winter." 

Amongst  other  resources  for  killing  time  at  the  springs, 
nine-pins  bore  a  prominent  part*  I  accompanied  some 
gentlemen  to  the  alley  one  day  for  the  purpose  of  playing, 
when,  our  number  on  each  side  being  imequal,  one  of  the 
party  (a  young  coU^ian  from  Newhaven)  invited  a  gentle- 
manly-looking man  to  join  us  in  a  rubber;  he  consented 
to  play  a  single  game  after  some  hesitation,  and  came  off 
winner.  At  dinner  I  heard  a  voice  fiuniliar  to  my  ear  say, 
from  behind  my  chair,  '^  What  will  you  take.  Sir  ?''  and 
turning  round  saw  our  friend  of  the  morning  acting  in 
capacity  of  waiter;  he  certainly  possessed  a  more  intellect 
tnal  countenance  than  two-thirds  of  the  people  at  table. 

Feeling  myself  sufficiently  recovered  to  undergo  the 
dislocating  motion  of  the  road,  and  all  my  acquaintance  at 
the  springs  taking  their  departure,  I  also  stepped  into  the 
coach  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  August,  and,  being  the 
only  passenger,  imagined  I  should  have  a  quiet,  easy  jour- 
ney, but  soon  found  myself  egregiously  mistaken.  There 
not  being  sufficient  weight  to  steady  the  vehicle  on  its 
clumsy  springs,  it  was  tossed  to  and  fro  like  a  ship  in  a 
gale  of  wind.  We.  passed  through  the  small  manufacturing 
towns  of  Nassau  and  Alvia.  Some  singular  signs  in  the 
latter  attracted  my  attention ;  one  especially,  of  '^  Miss 
Simms,  TMoress/'  emblazoned  in  large  characters  upon  a 
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board  against  the  houae-side,  struck  me  as  anovel  mode  of 
a  lady  earning  a  livelihood. 

llie  entFuce  to  the  city  of  Troy,  twenty-five  miles  from 
Lebanon,  through  an  excavated  rock,  which  fbn^s  part  of 
the  classically-named  Mount  Ida,  is  exceedingly  pretty. 
1%e  city,  containing  about  12,000  inhabitants,  occapies  an 
alluvial  plain  of  some  extent  between  the  mount  and  the 
Hudson  River.  Having  some  spare  time,  I  walked  through 
aeveral  of  the  streets,  and  visited  the  Episcopal  Church, 
which  has  a  very  tasteful  Gk)thic  tower:  one  of  the  prettiest 
specimens  of  architecture  I  saw  in  the  United  States ;  but 
the  body  of  the  church,  not  being  built  in  unison  vrith  it, 
gives  the  edifice  the  air  of  a  piece  of  patch-woris.  An 
el^;ant  and  large  Court-house  was  completed,  with  the 
exception  of  its  portico,  in  a  street  adjoining  the  church ; 
but  it  bore  too  strong  a  resemblance  to  the  United  States' 
Bank  at  Philadelphia,  of  which  I  had  since  seen  so  many 
ihc-similes,  to  have  many  diarms  for  me.  The  building 
was  entirely  of  white  marble,  and  modelled  after  the  tem- 
ple of  Theseus  at  Athens.  The  gallant  '^  Trojans,"  as  the 
inhabitants  call  themselves,  were  partaking  of  the  New 
York  panic,  and  leaving  the  city  in  crowds,  on  account  of 
a  few  cases  of  cholera  being  reported. 

The  river,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  is 
crossed  by  a  horse-ferry  to  the  village  of  Watervliet, 
where  ^'  Mother  Ann''  originally  established  herself;  and 
a  few  miles  farther  the  road  passes  the  houses  of  some 
married  Shakers,  belonging  to  the  Niskayuna  settlement, 
three  miles  to  the  south-west.  From  this  place  to 
Schenectady  the  country  is  dull,  uninteresting  in  point  of 
scenery,  and  devoid  of  habitations ;  but  now,  having  gained 
the  banks  of  the  Mohawk  River,  a  rich  alluvial  soil  pre- 
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sents  itself.  Th^re  is  but  little  worthy  of  notice  in  the 
town,  excepting  Union  College,  on  an  eminence  near  the 
road  from  Troy.  Only  two  large  buildings,  forming  part 
of  what  is  intended,  are  at  present  erected;  but  several 
more  are  to  be  immediately  added,  and,  the  adjoining 
grounds  bdng  spacious,  it  promises  to  become  a  pretty 
spot.  The  coU^e  has  been  very  liberally  endowed  by  the 
State  to  the  amoimt  of  300,000  dollars,  and  the  number  of 
students  at  this  time  is  about  200.  Dr.  Nott,  the  Presi- 
dent, is  not  only  a  good  dassical  sdiolar,  but  an  excellent 
and  {>ersevering  mechanic.  Some  of  his  inventions  have 
even  gained  a  considerable  name  in  England,  amongst 
which  is  an  improvement  in  hot  air  stoves  for  heating 
cathedrals  and  large  buildings.  He  has  expended  also 
kige  sums  of  money  in  experiments  upon  steam-vessels ; 
several  of  which  are  constructing  upon  his  plan  of  having 
twenty  small  bailers,  instead  of  two  or  four  large  ones,  and 
are  considered  saier  than  those  generally  in  use,  and  equally 
swift.  Afber  passing  two  hours  in  Schenectady,  I  entered 
the  packet  boat  on  tixe  Erie  Canal,  and  proceeded  at  the 
rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  on  a  line  parallel  with  the 
Mohawk.  This  immense  work,  which  connects  the 
waters  of  the  Hudson  with  those  of  Lake  Erie,  was  com- 
menced in  18179  A^  ^^  suggestion  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  at 
that  time  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York.  It  was 
then  looked  upon  as  a  visionary  scheme,  and  called  in 
derision  ^'Clinton's  big  ditch;"  yet,  notwithstanding  con- 
siderable opposition,  he  succeeded  in  carrying  his  project 
into  effect,  well  knowing  the  inestimable  benefits  which 
would  arise,  and  the  enormous  revenue  which  would  ac- 
crue to  the  '  State  from  its  construction.  It  was  not, 
however,  finished  until  eight  years  after  its  commence- 
ment, at  an  expense  of  a  million  and  a  half  sterling; 
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but  the  income  already  arising  from  it  is  250,000/.  an- 
nually,  and,  in  four  years  hence,  the  stock  will  be  re- 
deemed. It  is  363  miles  long,  40  feet  wide  at  the  top,  28 
at  the  bottom,  with  4  feet  depth  of  water,  and  a  slight  in- 
clination of  half  an  inch  in  a  mile  from  the  lake,  which  is 
568  feet  higher  than  the  Hudson.  The  packet  boats,  as  on 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  are  laige  and  well  fur- 
nished with  excellent  sleeping  berths,  and  the  charge  very 
reasonable,  being  only  three  cents  (liif.)  per  mile,  break- 
fast and  dinner  being  provided  on  equally  moderate  terms ; 
so  tiiat  the  trayelling  is  rendered  more  agreeable  and  al- 
most as  speedy  as  upon  the  rough  turnpikes. 

I  varied  my  mode  of  trarelling  by  leaving  the  boat  some- 
times at  the  locks,  and  walking  on,  being  able  at  a  mode- 
rate pace  to  keep  a-head  of  it.  Upon  arriving  at  the  first 
lock,  we  found  more  than  twenty  boats  waiting  for  their 
turn  to  pass  through ;  but  all  were  obliged  to  give  way  to 
our  vessel,  which,  paying  a  higher  toll,  claimed  priority  of 
passage.  The  legality  of  this  preference  did  not,  however, 
appear  to  be  at  all  comprehended  by  the  passengers  in  the 
other  boats,  nor  did  they  submit  to  it  without  murmuring, 
thinking  (as  they  said)  that  all  boats  '^  were  alike  fi«e  and 
equal.''  We  had  only  ten  passengers,  although  there  was 
ample  accommodation  for  forty.  Having  walked  several 
miles  along  the  towing-path  during  the  day,  I  was  in  a 
sound  sleep  soon  after  taking  possession  of  the  berth  al- 
lotted to  me.  The  locks  being  90  feet  in  length  and  15 
in  breadth,  and  the  boats  80  by  14,  some  little  inconve- 
nience arises  to  those  people  who  are  not  sound  sleepers, 
from  the  impossibility  of  steering  the  boat  to  such  a  nicety 
as  to  avoid  striking  heavily  against  the  walls.  We  expe- 
rienced an  hour*s  delay  during  the  night,  from  the  horses 
of  a  vessel  a-head  of  us  breaking  loose,  and  galloping  down 
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upon  our  train  which,  throwing  their  driver  head  foremost 
into  the  canal,  followed  the  example  of  the  odiers  by 
breaking  the  tow  rope  and  scampering  o£f,  leaving  the  man 
rolling  about,  half  stunned,  in  the  water. 

In  the  morning  we  had  a  dens6  fog,  not  uncommon  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mohawk,  and  which,  as  is  frequently  the 
case  elsewhere,  was  the  forerunner  of  a  very  hot  day.  The 
country  through  which  we  passed  was  pretty  well  diversified 
with  hills  and  rich  meadows  of  Indian  com  on  the  banks 
of  the  stream,  and  the  farmers  were  every  where  employed 
in  reaping  or  cradUng*  the  grain  on  the  uplands.  As 
the  canal  approaches  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Mohawk,  fifty 
miles  firom  Schenectady,  the  scenery  improves,  and  has 
some  claims  to  the  picturesque.  I  had  heard  so  much  in 
praise  of  it  that  I  stepped  out  of  the  boat  at  the  first 
lock,  half  a  mile  firom  the  village,  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  viewing  but  of  sketching  some  of  this  far-famed 
scenery,  and  walked  past  it  all,  momentarily  expecting  to 
come  upon  something  excessively  grand  and  sublime,  so 
much  had  I  been  deceived  by  exaggerated  description ! 
Although  very  pretty,  no  part  of  it  can  vie  with  Matlock 
in  Derbyshire.  There  is  one  bend  in  the  canal  which 
winds  round  the  rocky  mount,  and  under  some  dark  bleak, 
impending  crags,  with  the  noisy  torrent  of  the  Mohawk 
washing  its  base,  and  the  spires  of  the  village  churches 
with  a  fine  aqueduct  visible  through  the  excavation,  which 
would  form  a  pretty  sketch,  but  nothing  to  warrant  the 

*  A  term  used  for  mowing  the  wheat  with  a  scythe,  whith  has  five  pieces 
of  wood  projecdng  from  the  shaft,  so  as  to  form  a  frame  similar  to  a  person  g 
fingers  at  the  back  of  the  scythe :  this  cradle  retains  the  straw  after  it  is  cut  in 
the  same  position  as  when  growing,  which,  being  thrown  on  the  ground  with  a 
jerk,  lies  with  all  the  ears  in  one  direction,  and  ready  for  the  binder  r'  long 
practice  is  required  to  use  the  cradle  expertly. 

R 


242       A  subaltern's  furlough. 

overdrawn  descriptions  given  me.  Having  to  pass  through 
five  locks  in  succession,  we  had  time  to  cross  the  aque- 
duct to  the  village  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  which 
is  becoming  a  manufacturing  town  of  some  importance, 
from  the  great  water-power  afforded  by  the  Falls.  Its 
progress  and  prosperity  have  been  considerably  re- 
tarded for  some  years,  owing  to  the  most  valuable  and 
useful  ground  being  the  property  of  a  gentleman  in  Eng- 
and,  who  did  not  dispose  of  it  until  last  year,  when  it 
was  purchased  by  a  company,  who  are  proceeding  rapidly 
in  the  construction  of  numerous  manufactories.  Large 
pieces  of  rock  in  the  river  here  present  a  singular  appear- 
ance, from  being  worn  perfectly  hollow  and  round  Uke  a 
caldron,  the  shell  or  rim,  as  it  were,  being  reduced  in 
many  parts  to  a  few  inches  in  thickness.  Other  rocks  are 
bored  through  in  circles  with  as  smooth  a  surface  as  if 
they  had  been  chiselled  or  worked  out  with  an  auger. 
These  effects  are  supposed  to  have  been  produced  by  small 
pebbles  having  lodged  in  an  orifice  in  the  rock,  and  been 
agitated  by  the  eddies  and  force  of  the  current,  until 
they  increased  the  opening  sufficiently  to  admit  larger 
stones,  which,  in  process  of  time,  formed  these  singular 
excavations. 

From  the  Little  Falls,  the  canal  passes  through  Her- 
kimer or  German  Flats,  a  fine  rich  tract  of  country,  with 
fiirms  varying  from  150  to  200  acres,  at  about  100  dollars 
per  acre,  yielding  from  25  to  30  bushels  of  wheat,  or  from 
60  to  100  bushels  of  Indian  com.  At  Frankfort,  a  few 
miles  further,  it  does  not  exceed  from  20  to  50  dollars, 
the  soil  appearing  rich  and  fertile,  but  in  a  poor  state  of 
cultivation.  The  farming  of  the  Dutch  on  the  Flats  forms 
a  striking  contrast  to  that  of  their  slovenly  neighbours. 
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At  this  last  village,  "  the  long  level"  commences,  the  canal 
running  a  distance  of  sixty-nine  miles  to  the  town  of  Sy- 
racose,  without  a  single  intervening  lock. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  entered  Utica,  eighty 
miles  firom  Schenectady,  having  been  twenty-two  hours 
on  our  journey,  and  stepped  from  the  canal  into  the  United 
States  hotel,  where  we  were  accommodated  with  excellent 
rooms. 


R  2 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


Oh !  what  a  FaU  was  there,  my  countrymen  \ 

Shakspkaiw. 


Having  hired  one  of  the  four-wheeled  carriages  known 
at  Philadelphia  as  a  ^^  dearborn/'  in  the  eastern  States  as 
a  '^  carryall,"  and  in  Utica  as  a  '^  waggon,"  a  friend  (Mr.  B.) 
and  myself  started  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  Sd  of  August 
upon  an  excursion  to  the  Trenton  FaUs.  The  road  being 
rough  and  mountainous,  and  the  day  excessively  hot,  we 
pulled  up  at  a  small  tavern,  eight  miles  from  the  town,  to 
give  the  horse  some  water.  While  I  was  holding  the 
bucket,  mine  host  came  out,  and,'  after  looking  on  quietly 
for  some  time  without  tendering  his  assistance,  he  ob- 
served that  we  ^'  had  better  let  the  beast  stand  in  the 
shade  a  minute  or  two  until  it  became  cool,  and  then  it 
would  proceed  more  cleverly  on  the  journey."  I  under- 
stood him  immediately,  and,  determining  to  accept  the 
diaUenge,  led  the  horse  into  the  shade  of  the  house,  when 
the  following  conversation  ensued,  much  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  my  companion,  who  did  not  at  first  comprehend 
our  host* s  manoeuvre. 

Landlord.    ^^  Tou  are  from  the  southward,  I  guess.' 

Myself.    «  No— from  Utica.' 
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**  Aye,  but  you  don't  keep  there,  I  reckon." 

*^  No,  in  the  southwardL" 

*^  Aye,  I  guessed  so ;  but  whereabouts  ?" 

*^Oh!  south  of  Washington." 

"  Ah !  pretty  sickly  there  now?" 

"  No,  pretty  smart." 

''But  there's  tarnation  little  travelling  now;  last  fidl 
this  here  road  was  quite  unpassable,  but  now  I  have  been 
fixing  it  myself,  expecting  company,  and  no  one  comes." 

''  You  will  have  diem  all  here  when  the  cholera  panic 
has  subsided  a  little." 

''I  don't  know  that;  I  heard  a  gentleman,  who  had 
been  in-  the  south,  say  the  other  day  that  there  was  very 
little  money  there  now ;  the  southerners  would'nt  care  a 
fig  for  the  cholera,  they'd  clear  out  tarnation  soon  if  they 
had  plenty  of  money  to  spare ;  a'int  it  so  ?" 

I  had  now  put. one  foot  on  the  step  of  our  vehicle,  but 
mine  host  was  not  yet  satisfied,  so  he  followed  me  up 
with — ''  But  you  are  going  to  the  west,  I  expect  ?" 

"  Perhaps  we  may." 

''  Aye,  you  came  down  the  canal." 

"  Yes." 

''That's  fine  travelling;  thafs  what  I  like;  you  push 
along  so  slick,  there's  no  chance  of  getting  one's  neck 
broke  as  there  is  aboard  those  stages  on  the  rough  turn* 
pikes ;  if  the  boat  sinks,  one's  only  up  to  one's  knees  in 
water.    You'U  see  the  Falls? " 

"  We  are  going  there  now;  which  is  the  way?"  So,  re- 
ceiving the  necessary  directions,  we  wished  this  true  speci- 
men of  an  American  pot-house  keeper  good  morning,  and 
drove  on,  subsequently  finding  his  parting  words  pro* 
phetic.  Though  the  Yankees  are  so  notoriously  inquisi- 
tive, yet  there  is  nothing  disrespectful  in  their  manner ; 
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nor  did  I  ever  feel  annoyed  by  their  asking  such  prying 
questions,  generally  leading  them  '^  considerably  on  the 
wrong  trail/'  as  they  would  say,  or  else,  having  satisfied 
them,  commencing  a  cross-examination,  to  which  they 
always  submitted  with  good  grace. 

After  a  pleltsant  ride  of  fourteen  miles,  we  arrived  at 
the  hotels  a  short  distance  from  the  viUage  of  Trenton, 
and  proceeded  immediately  to  view  the  Falls,  which  com* 
mence  within  200  yards  of  the  house,  diough  entirely 
concealed  from  it  by  a  thick  intervening  forest.    To  see 
them  to  advantage,  it  is  necessary  to  descend  a  rocky  pre- 
cipice nearly  100  feet  perpendicular,  into  the  ravine  along 
which  the  dark  stream  winds  its  course.     Scarcely  any 
thing  can  be  conceived  more  grand  or  picturesque  than 
the  first  view  of  the  surrounding  objects  after  the  visitor 
has  gained  the  rocky,  and,  at  this  season,  dry  bed  of  the 
winter's  tcxnnent.     I  have  seen  many  falls,  but  none  pos- 
sessing such  a  variety  of  scenery  or  differing  so  much  in 
the  formation  of  the  cataract  as  these ;  and  of  their  sub- 
limity but  a  very  faint  idea  can  be  conveyed  from  de- 
scription.   The  impetuous  rush  of  water  during  successive 
ages  has  worked  a  bed  for  itself  through  a  ridge  of  lime- 
stone rocks,  which  extends  from  the  Mohawk  to  the 
nordiward  as  far  as  the  St.  Lawrence;  btit  in  several 
places  it  appears  to  have  encountered  a  reef  of  harder 
materials,  which  has  been  able  to  withstand  the  force  of 
the  torrent.    There  are  several  of  these  ledges,  occupyix^ 
an  extent  of  about  two  miles,  over  which  die  stream  is 
precipitated.    Of  these  the  High  Falls  are  the  finest,  being 
109  feet  in  height,  including  a  small  intervening  slope^ 
which  breaks  the  perpendicular  fidl,  and,  tfividing  it  into 
two  cataracts,  renders  it  more  picturesque  than  if  falling 
in  one  unbroken  sheet. 
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The  Americans  possess  a  most  singular  taste  for  marring 
the  beauty  of  every  place  which  can  boast  of  any  thing 
like  scenery,  by  introducing  a  bar-room  into  the  most 
romantic  and  conspicuous  spot.  Consequently  there  is  a 
little  white,  painted- wooden  shanty  perched  upon  the  very 
brow  of  the  High  Fall,  from  which  all  kinds  of  liquors  are 
distributed  to  the  Yankee  admirers  of  nature,  after  they 
have  undergone  the  overpowering  fatigue  of  walking  400 
yards  from  the  hotel.  It  proved  an  insurmountable  bar- 
rier to  the  further  progress  of  a  large  party,  who  had 
flocked  round  me,  passing  the  most  candid  and  uncon- 
cerned opinions  possible  upon  my  efforts  at  delineating 
the  scenery.  Numerous  fossil  organic  remains  are  visible 
in  the  lofly  banks  which  bound  the  ravine ;  and  the  for- 
mation of  the  singular  holes  in  the  rocks,  similar  to  tiiose 
at  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Mohawk,  is  here  seen  actually  in 
process.  Many  are  formed  by  the  backwater  of  the  rapids. 
One  called  the  ^^  Rocky  Heart,"  from  its  striking  resem- 
blance to  the  common  representation  of  the  seat  of  life, 
has  been  made  by  two  of  these  eddies.  The  water  rushing 
over  a  slight  fiJl  proceeds  on  its  course  for  15  or  20  feet, 
when  arriving  at  a  narrow  pass,  the  bottom  or  point  of  the 
heart  as  it  were,  it  separates  in  the  centre,  returning  back 
to  the  Fall  on  each  side  of  the  river's  bed,  and  has  thus 
washed  away  die  rock  into  a  circular  chasm.  Adjoining  is 
a  natural  well,  called  ^^  Jacob's  Kettle,''  about  six  feet  deep, 
and  three  in  diameter.  The  bottom  is  covered  to  some 
depth  witli  round  pebbles,  which  have  been  deposited 
there  during  the  floods,  and  been  employed  in  forming  the 
kettle. 

The  width  of  the  ravine,  through  which  the  stream  takes 
its  course,  varies  firom  one  to  three  hundred  yards.  At 
the  lower  end,  where  the  bed  is  formed  of  a  smooth  levd 
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rock,  walking  is  as  safe  and  agreeable  as  upon  any  well- 
laid  pavement :  but  at  the  upper  it  contracts  to  a  narrow 
pass,  and,  the  rocks  rising  in  a  smooth  perpendicular  mass, 
the  passage  is  rendered  rather  dangerous ;  and  few  people 
attempt  to  pass  the  Rocky  Heart,  the  path  not  exceeding  six 
inches  in  width,  the  water  being  of  a  pitchy  blackness,  forty 
feet  deep.  I  explored  to  the  next  point  beyond,  but,  the 
scenery  appearing  much  die  same,  I  thought  further  risk 
unnecessary,  especially  as  turning  round  upon  so  small  a 
pivot  was  very  inconyenient  and  difficult.  The  West 
Canada  Creek,  after  emeiging  from  this  ravine,  pursues  its 
course  some  miles  fiurther,  and  joins  the  Mohawk  at  the 
village  of  Herkimer. 

Having  passed  some  very  agreeable  hours  at  this  en- 
chanting spot,  we  again  stepped  into  our  dearborn,  carryall, 
or  waggon,  and,  turning  our  backs  upon  Trenton  and  its 
delightful  scenery,  arrived  at  the  summit  of  a  long  hill  five 
miles  from  Utica,  without  any  adventures,  or  incident, 
worth  recording.  Upon  gaining  this  height,  the  sun  was 
drawing  nigh  to  the  horizon,  and  casting  a  mellowed  tint 
over  the  extensive  landscape,  which  was  beautifully  inter- 
spersed with  all  the  requisites  to  form  an  attractive  scene. 
I  was  about  expressing  my  admiration,  when  seeing  the 
long  steep  descent  down  which  I,  as  whip,  was  to  guide 
our  vehicle,  my  thou^ts  were  immediately  diverted  else- 
where, and  I  observed  (having  the  upset  at  Lebanon  upper- 
most in  my  imagination)  that  ^^  I  should  not  like  to  de* 
scend  such  a  hill  in  a  heavy  coach."  My  companion 
answering  that  ^  the  Americans  despised  drag-chains  and 
slippers,*'  I  was  about  to  exemplify  the  truth  of  his  remark 
by  giving  him  a  full  and  true  account  of  my  misfortunes 
the  preceding  week,  when  I  felt  the  carriage  pressed  too 
much  upon  the  horse,  and  attempted  to  check  it,  but  in 
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vain ;  for,  owing  to  some  accident  or  mistake  at  the  hotel, 
a  strap  upon  the  collar  of  the  harness  had  given  way,  so 
that  the  horse,  unable  to  keep  the  carriage  off  its  1^,  be- 
came frightened  and  set  off  at  full  gallop,  kicking  most 
violently,  to  the  imminent  danger  of  our  legs.  Mr.  B*  lifted 
his  upon  the  seat  in  the  first  instance,  and  then,  wisely 
thinldng  ^^  discretion  the  better  part  of  valour,"  lifted  his 
whole  body  out  behind  (knocking  my  hat  over  my  eyes  in 
the  hurry  of  his  movements),  but,  not  being  able  to  relin- 
quish his  hold  of  the  vehicle  immediately,  he  cut  up  the 
rough  road,  with  his  knees,  like  a  plough,  for  a  considerable 
distance ;  or,  as  he  afterwards  more  classically  compared  it, 
like  Hector  dragged  by  the  car  of  Achilles  round  the  walls 
of  Troy.  When  freed  from  his  additional  weight,  I  was 
carried  along  with  the  rapidity  of  a  whirlwind ;  the  foot- 
board splintering  in  all  directions  from  the  incessant  bat- 
tering of  the  horse's  heels.  A  broad  deep '  ditch  ran  upon 
either  side  of  the  road,  so,  perceiving  if  I  attempted  to 
overturn  myself  in  either  direction  I  should  be  dashed 
with  great  violence  upon  the  ground,  and  remembering  the 
cautious  advice  Phaeton  received  from  the  old  gentlenum. 
his  father,  when  he  drove  the  fiery  car,  '^  medio  iuiissimus 
ibis,"  I  kept  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  pulling  hard  upon 
the  reins  to  prevent  the  horse  falling  down.  I  knew  that 
a  serious  obstacle  opposed  me  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  in  the 
shape  of  a  narrow  bridge  over  a  deep  and  broad  ravine, 
with  a  deep  stream,  where  I  might  even  meet  with  the  fitte 
of  the  above  worthy  himself;  so  I  dashed  the  horse  at  a 
high  rail  and  fence  at  a  tarn  of  the  road,  where  a  tempo- 
rary bridge  crossed  the  ditch.  He  seemed  to  compre- 
hend me ;  for  over  we  went,  after  a  vast  heaving  and  rol- 
ling, a  kind  of  tottering  doubt  whether  we  should  capsize 
or  not,  which  would  have  ejected  any  thorough  landsman 
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from  his  seat.  The  strong  wall  brought  us  to  a  sudden 
check.  I  was  from  my  seat  in  an  mstant,  at  the  head  of 
the  horse^  who  was  striving  to  scramble  over  it ;  but  he  soon 
desisted,  having,  like  myself,  had  quite  Plough  of  such 
work  in  the  last  half  mile.  Mr.  B.  was  still  far  away,  peer- 
ing through  the  clouds  of  dust,  to  see  what  had  become  of 
me,  fearing  the  result  of  my  rapid  descent.  He  was  much 
cut  and  bruised,  as  was  the  horse  from  kicking  the  waggon, 
and  vice  vend,  I  alone  escaped  uninjured,  being  but  a  suf- 
ferer in  the  purse,  from  the  compensation  we  were  obliged 
to  make  the  owner  of  the  steed  and  vehicle,  for  injuries 
received.  In  my  case  the  names  of  the  two  places  ^  Lebsr 
non  Shakers,"  and  ^'  Trenton  Falls,""  are  incongruous ;  they 
diould  be  the  '^  Trenton  Shakers;'  and  ''  Lebanon  FalU ;" 
as  such  I  shall  ever  remember  them,  and  with  them  die 
recollection  of  my  shaking  in  the  waggon,  and  upsetting  in 
the  coach,  will  always  be  associated. 

The  above  acddent  detained  us  a  few  days  at  Utica, 
Mr.  B.  being  too  unwdl  to  jnrooeed  on  his  journey;  but 
tlie  cause  could  be  scarcely  regretted,  since  we  had  the 
good  fortune  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  an  eminent 
barrister  residing  in  the  town,  who  had  been  one  of  our 
fellow-passengers  from  Schenectady,  and  from  whom  we 
received  much  kind  attention. 

The  town  or  city  of  Utica,  as  I  believe  it  is  now  called, 
occupies  a  gentle  slope,  rising  to  the  west,  from  the  banks 
of  the  Mohawk,  and  until  the  commencement  of  the  canal 
was  an  inconsiderable  place,  with  a  population  of  about 
3000.  Since  tibe  completion  of  that  work,  it  has  aug- 
mented to  10,000  souls,  and  is  daily  on  the  increase.  The 
line  of  canal,  which  eight  years  smce  was  on  the  outskirts, 
now  passes  direct^  through  t^  centre  of  the  rity,  giving 
it  a  pleasing  appearance,  to  which  the  innumerable  wooden 
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bridges  with  their  light  open  railing  greatly  contribute. 
The  inhabitants  are  wdl  aware  of  its  rising  importance, 
predicting  already  that  the  State  Government  will  be  re 
moved  from  Albany,  and  that  the  future  kws  will  emanate 
from  their  capitol,  whose  site  they  have  marked  out  in  a 
square  at  the  upper  end  of  the  dty,  on  a  rising  eminence, 
whence  its  dome  will  be  seen  by  the  surrounding  country 
for  forty  miles.    The  streets  are  also  bud  out  in  a  style 
befitting  the  capital  of  the  most  populous  State  in  the 
Union.    As  a  central  situation  it  is  more  convenient  than 
Albany,  which  is  on  the  very  confines  of  the  State,  and 
three  hundred  miles  from  the  inhabitants  c£  the  western ' 
parts  of  it.    A  stranger,  seeing  no  manufactories  or  large 
mercantile  establishments  in  Utica,  finds  it  difficult  to 
account  for  its  rai»d  increase,  until  he  discovers  that  every 
stream  from  the  neighbouring  hills  is  covered  with  such  spe- 
Goiations,  and  the  margin  of  every  creek  is  peopled.    The 
goods  being  transpOTted  from  the  town,  it  derives  all  the 
benefit,  withxmt  any  of  the  inconvenience,  arising  from 
numerous  manufactories. 

At  Whitesborough,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  is  the 
singular  but  laudable  ^'Onrida  Institution  of  Sdence  and 
Industry,"  which,  similar  to  some  institutions  in  Swit- 
zerland, combines  learning  with  manual  labour.  It  was 
first  established  by  a  clergyman  in  bad  health,  who,  open- 
ing a  small  school  ten  years  since,  discovwed  that,  by  the 
pupils'  working  for  a  few  hours  daily,  they  earned  suffi- 
dent  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  their  educaticm. 
Since  that  time  it  has  been  much  encouraged  and  had 
several  benefiEU^rs.  There  is  a  fiurm,  containing  upwards 
of  one  hundi^  acres,  attacdied  to  it,  upon  which  the 
students  may  be  seen  working  ibr  three  or  four  hours 
daily ;  and  two  years'  produce  will  pay  their  board  for  that 
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time.  It  is  principally  intended  for  those  designed  for 
the  Church,  but  some  are  also  educated  for  other  profes- 
sions. The  merit  of  the  institution,  independently  of  that 
derived  from  the  system,  is,  that  young  men  of  talent 
may  obtain  an  education  here  who  cannot  afford  to  go  to 
more  expensive  establishments.  Upon  the  whole,  from 
the  prevalence  of  mercantile  pursuits,  there  are  but  few 
places  for  classical  education  in  the  States,  compared  with 
England. 

On  Sunday,  the  5th  of  At^st,  we  attended  divine  service 
at  the  Dutch  Reformed  Protestant  Church,  the  minister  of 
which,  Mr.  Bethune,  a  Scotch  gentleman,  is  in  high  repute 
as  an  eloquent  and  a  powerful  preacher.    We  were  much 
pleased  with  his  manner,  which  was  that  of  the  majority 
of  American  ecclesiastics,  and  preferred  it  to  that  of  the 
English.    The  sermon  being  delivered  in  a  more  familiar 
and .  colloquial  style,  and  with  great  earnestness  of  man- 
ner, was  well  calculated  to  rivet  the  attention  of  the  con- 
gregation.    In  America  the  compact  is  between  the  con- 
gregation and  minister,  as  between  master  and  servant,  or 
tradesman  and  customer,  so  long  as  they  agree  and  suit 
each  other.  The  clergyman's  salary  in  small  towns  is  gene- 
rally 1000  dollars  (210/.)  per  annum,  which  is  suffident 
for  people  who  are  expected  to  debar  themselves  the  active 
pursuits  of  the  rest  of  mankind.    But  in  dties  and  popu- 
lous places,  where  the  duty  is  more  severe,  it  varies  from 
1500  to  2500,  which  is  raised  by  a  tax  upon  the  congre- 
gation, or   (as  in  New  Tork)  from  grants  of  land  made 
prior  to  the  Revolution.     In  a  Presbyterian  Church,  which 
we  attended  in  the  afternoon,  the  pews  were  originally 
sold  at  280  each,  and  the  annual  tax  was  J  9  dollars  and 
50  cents,  or  4/.  sterling,  the  organist  and  leader  of  the 
orchestra  alone  receiving  small  salaries,  in  addition  to  the 
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minister.  The  floor  of  this  church  was  on  an  inclined 
plane,  so  that  each  pew  was  more  elevated  than  the  one  in 
front,  the  pulpit  b^ng  tmder  the  organ-loft  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  building.  After  service,  we  visited  the  Sun- 
day school  on  the  ground-floor  under  the  church,  where, 
from  the  minister  having  made  frequent  allusions  to 
*^  Samuel  James  Mills,  the  Foimder  of  Sabbath  Schools," 
we  expected  ^to  see  one  of  a  superior  order,  but  were  dis- 
appointed. There  seemed  great  room  for  improvement. 
The  school  consisted  of  about  180  boys,  and  a  voluntary 
teacher  to  each  dasii  of  six  or  eight  boys.  Before  we 
departed,  the  superintendant  (an  Editor  of  a  Newspaper) 
requested  us  to  address  the  children,  but  appeared  satisfied 
with  an  answer,  that  ^'  our  qualifications  were  not  in  that 
line."  For  my  own  part,  I  was  rather  at  a  loss  to  com- 
prehend his  meaning,  until  he  rose  and  delivered  a  long 
extempore  prayer  for  the  prosperity  of  the  school. 

The  State  of  New  York  has  a  permanent  school-fund, 
of  the  enormous  amount  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars, 
which  originally  arose  from  the  sale  of  land ;  and  the  pro 
oeeds,  being  hud  out  to. interest, in  time  accumulated  to  so 
large  a  sum  that  the  annual  distribution  is  now  120,000 
dollars,  and  as  much  more  is  raised  in  the  State  by  contri- 
butions; so  that  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  is  yearly 
expended  by  this  one  State  in  promoting  knowledge 
amongst  the  people,  very  few  of  whom  have  not  received 
a  useful  education.  Connecticut  is  the  only  State  in  the 
Union  which  possesses  the  same  powerful  means :  its  fund 
arose  from  a  vague  charter  granted  by  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, soon  afler  the  establishment  of  the  American  colo- 
nies, to  Lord  Say  and  Sele  and  Lord  Brook  in  1631,.  by 
which  the  State  of  Connecticut  was  bounded,  east  by  the 
Naraganset  River,  south  by  Long  Island  Sound,  north  by 
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Massachusetts,  and  extended  west  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
By  this  document  it  claimed  the  right  of  extending  its 
rule  oyer  tracts  of  land  whidi  were  unexplored  at  the  time 
the  charter  was  granted,  and  which  included  a  consider- 
able portion  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York.  These  two 
States  resisted  the  claim,  but  compromised  the  matter 
after  the  Revolution,  by  obtaining  for  Connecticut  the 
grant  of  certain  lands  in  Ohio,  which,  being  sold,  produced 
the  sum  of  1,200,000  dollars.  This  sum  was,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel,  but  subsequently  was  formed  into  a  school-fund ; 
and  thus  one  of  the  smallest  States  in  the  Union  distri- 
butes an  annual  sum  amongst  the  several  districts,  foar  the 
support  of  education,  considerably  exceeding  the  State 
tax  on  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  most  singular  instance  is 
presented  of  a  Government,  after  all  its  expenses  have 
been  defirayed,  returning  to  the  citioens  more  than  the 
amount  they  have  been  taxed.  In  those  districts  which 
receive  assistance  firom  this  fund,  it  is  required  that  the 
same  amount  should  be  raised  by  contribution.  New 
York  imitated  Connecticut  in  adopting  the  same  system, 
and  ordaining  that  the  proceeds  of  all  unsold  or  unappro- 
priated lands  should  be  added  to  the  school-fund,  which 
will  increase  it  at  least  to  the  amount  of  another  million  of 
dollars.  In  Massachusetts  much  attention  is  paid  to  edu- 
cation, and  numerous  schools  are  established  throughout 
all  the  New  England  States,  the  necessary  funds  bang 
annually  raised  in  districts. 

On  the  6th  of  August  we  proceeded  on  our  journey 
through  New  Hartford,  a  small  village  four  miles  from 
Utica,  and  two  or  three  from  Hamilton  College,  incorpo- 
rated in  1821,  and  so  called  after  the  •unfortunate  general. 
We  obtained  a  good  view  of  its  white  buildings,  pleasantly 
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situated  on  a  rising  ground  above  the  village  of  Clinton. 
We  arrived  at  the  manufacturing  village  of  Manchester, 
nine  miles  from  Utica,  in  an  hour  and  ten  minutes,  beii^ 
at  the  quickest  rate  we  had  yet  travelled  upon  American 
turnpikes,  and  accordingly  anticipated  a  continuation  of 
such  rapid  progress;  but  were  soon  undeceived,  for  the 
innkeeper,  not  expecting  the  mail  so  soon,  had  made  no 
preparations  for  breakfast,  and  three-quarters,  of  an  hour 
dapsed  before  the  beefsteaks  and  coffee  made  their  appear- 
ance upon  the  table.  At  the  village  of  Oneida  Castle  we 
obtained  the  first  sight  of  some  Tuscarora  Indians,  who 
were  standing  by  the  road-side,  wrapt  up  in  their  blankets, 
though  a  burning  sun  was  shimng,  boking  composedly, 
and  apparently  without  curiosity,  at  the  coach  as  it*whirled 
along.  There  was  an  extensive  settlement  of  log  huts, 
with  an  Episcopal  Church  belonging  to  the  tribe,  on  a 
plain  half  a  mile  from  the  turnpike ;  and  a  circular  grove 
of  trees  where  thdr  councils  were  formerly  held,  and 
where  they  now  receive '  their  annual  allowance  from  th^ 
State,  to  which  all  land  they  wish  to  dispose  of  must  be 
sold,  not  having  the  power  to  grant  a  title-deed  to  indivi- 
duals. During  die  last  year,  fifty  of  the  tribe,  with  their 
Episcopalian  Pastor,  a  man  of  liberal  education,  having 
sold  their  lands,  migrated  to  Green  Bay  on  Lake  Michigan. 
In  the  summer  season  their  time  is  employed  in  tilling 
the  ground  in  the  Reservation,  or  in  cutting  fuel  firom 
the  extensive  forest  in  rear  of  their  village.  In  winter 
many  of  them  proceed  to  the  hunting  grounds  three  or 
four  hundred  miles  in  the  west,  whare  they  collect  an 
abundance  of  skins,  from  the  sale  of  which  they  might 
reaUze  a  considerable  sum  of  money ;  but  like  all  savages, 
or  semi-barbarians,  they  are  much  addicted  to  drink,  and 
barter  their  hardly-gained  spoils  for  a  small  quantity  of 
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spirituous  liquors.  Twenty*fiye  miles  further,  at  Onon* 
daga  Hollow,  where  there  is  a  tribe  of  that  name,  some 
women  came  up  to  the  coadi,  offering  small  articles  of 
their  own  manufacture  for  sale ;  they  could  speak  English 
very  fluently,  as  can  most  of  the  Indians  in  those  tribes 
which  have  much  intercourse  with  the  '^  pale  faces."  The 
frontier  war,  which  had  but  lately  broken  out,  was  much 
deprecated  by  most  Americans,  who  asserted  that  their  Go- 
vernment was  the  aggressor.  To  a  foreigner  the  American 
policy  towards  the  Indians  appears  most  cruel  and  inhu- 
man, every  possible  advantage  being  taken  to  dispossess 
the  rightful  owners  of  the  soil  of  their  property.  The 
Indian  character  is  noble  and  generous,  when  well  treated; 
but,  when  goaded  as  they  have  been  to  desperation,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  their  treatment  of  the  white  prisoners 
who  fall  into  their  hands  should  be  barbarous.  Ameri- 
cans have  been  found  to  retaliate  such  cruelties ;  and  the 
pubUc  prints  at  this  time  were  filled  with  late  accounts  of 
another  '^glorious  victory,"  in  which  some  volunteers  or 
miUtia  men  had  brought  three  scalps  into  camp ! 

The  towns  of  Onondaga  Hollow,  and  Onondaga  HiU, 
were  of  some  importance  during  the  late  war,  and  rivals  in 
growth  and  prosperity,  being  situated  in  a  grain  countr}% 
and  the  great  deposits  of  corn  and  other  requisites  for  the 
army  on  the  firontier.  But,  alas !  their  day  has  gone  by ; 
the  sunshine  of  their  greatness  and  prosperity  is  for  ever 
overclouded.  The  houses  are  almost  tenandess,  and  of 
the  arsenal  nothing  is  lefl  but  the  name ;  the  canal,  run- 
ning within  three  miles,  gave  them  the  coup  de  grdce.  The 
sooner  the  road  is  diverted  from  the  present  route  the  more 
secure  wiU  the  lives  of  all  travellers  become ;  for  of  all  hills 
to  ascend  or  descend  the  one  near  Onondaga  Hollow  is 
the  most  frightful.    The  extensive  and  fipe  view  of  8}nra- 
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Cnise,  Salina  with  its  salt  vats,  Onondaga  Lake,  the  town 
of  Liverpool,  with  the  thickly  wooded  conntiy  between  it 
and  Oneida  Lake  in  the  extreme  distance,  scarcely  com- 
pensate for  the  risk  of  ascending  it  in  a  heavy  coach. 

Our  progress  was  much  delayed  by  the  delivery  of  the 
mail  bag  at  every  small  hamlet  on  the  road..  The  letters 
in  America,  instead  of  being  put  into  separate  bags  for 
each  town  as  in  England,  are  carried  in  one  huge  leather 
case,  which  the  postmaster  is  allowed  to  detain  ten  mi- 
nutes, so  that  he  may  pick  his  letters  out  of  the  general 
mass.  The  coachman  (there  being  no  guard)  drives  up  to 
the  office,  sometimes  a  small  tavern,  and  throws  the  bag, 
about  the  size  of  a  flour  sack,  upon  the  hard  pavement, 
or  muddy  road,  as  most  convenient;  it  is  then  trailed 
along  into  the  house,  and,  being  unlocked,  the  lower  end 
is  elevated,  and  out  tumble  all  the  letters,  newspapers, 
and  pamphlets,  in  a  heap  upon  the  floor.  At  the  little 
village  of  Lenox,  I  had  the  curiosity  to  look  into  the  bar 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  mode  of  sorting  letters,  and 
witnessed  a  scene  which  could  never  answer  in  any  other 
country.  The  sorters  consisted  of  an  old  grey-headed 
man,  at  least  seventy-five  years  of  age,  an  old  woman, 
with  '^  spectacles  on  nose,''  the  old  gentleman's  equal  in 
point  of  years,  and  a  great,  fiit,  ruddy-faced  damsel  of 
twenty-five,  backed  by  half  a  dozen  dirty  little  barefooted 
urchins,  who  were  all  down  upon  their  knees  on  the  floor, 
overhauling  the  huge  pile  before  them,  flinging  those 
letters  which  were  for  their  office  into  a  distant  comer  of 
the  room,  amongst  sundry  wet  mops,  brushes,  molasses 
barreb,  &c. ;  and  those  which  were  for  other  towns  on  our 
route  were  again  bagged  in  the  same  gentle  style,  part 
having  to  undergo  the  same  process  every  fiiibh  mile  of  our 
day's  journey,  excepting  at  the  office  at  Onondaga  Hill, 
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where  the  postmaster,  being  an  attorney  at  law,  managed 
to  detam  us  only  two  minutes.  Many  of  these  offices, 
costing  the  Government  an  annual  sum  of  200  or  300  dollars 
for  the  postmaster's  salary,  do  not  receive  half  that  amount 
in  letters.  One  man  assured  me  that  sometimes  his 
month's  receipts  did  not  exceed  six  dollars.  No  revenue 
being  required  from  the  post-office  establishment,  the 
offices  in  large  towns  furnish  funds  for  extending  the  mail 
line  of  communication.  The  surplus  funds  of  that  at 
New  York  are  enormous;  but,  for  the  last  three  years, 
the  expenditure  upon  the  mails  has  much  exceeded  the 
receipts  throughout  the  States.  In  17^0,  there  were  only 
seventy-five  post-offices ;  at  this  time,  there  are  9000,  and 
1 15,000  miles  of  mail  communication ;  and  the  postage  on 
letters  from  Boston  to  Baltimore,  a  distance  little  under 
400  miles,  is  only  9d.  sterling. 

At  Marcellus  the  coach  stopped  at  an  inn,  of  which  the 
landlord  seemed  quite  an  original.  He  was  sitting  in  the  bar, 
without  his  coat  and  neckcloth,  reading  a  newspaper,  and  his 
feet  stretched  half  across  the  top  of  the  table,  round  which 
several  of  his  guests  were  enjoying  ''  a  drink'*  and  a 
mouthful  of  ike  Virginia  weed.  Hearing  one  of  the  pas- 
sengers address  him  by  the  title  of  '^  Doctor,''  I  observed 
^  he  was  an  elegant  specimen  of  a  medical  man."  *^  Ah, 
but,"  said  my  fellow-traveller,  ^^  he's  one  of  the  smartest 
physicians  in  the  State,  I'U  assure  you :"  certainly  not  a 
literal  description,  according  to  the  English  acceptation  of 
the  word ;  for  he  was  one  of  the  shabbiest-looking  men  I 
ever  oast  eyes  on.  At  sunset,  we  reached  the  beautiful 
little  village  of  Skaneateles,  situated  at  the  head  of  a  ro- 
mantic lake,  sixteen  miles  long  and  nearly  two  wide,  of 
the  same  name.  While  delayed  here  for  some  time  to 
'"  shift  horses,"  and  for  the  mail  to  undergo  another  exa- 
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mination,  the  passengers  stood  on  the  margin  of  the  lake, 
admiring  its  dear  and  unruffled  sur&ce,  save  here  and 
there  where  a  slight  ripple  was  caused  by  the  slow  move- 
ment of  one  or  two  small  scullers,  as  they  changed  their 
fishing  berth  for  some  spot  which  would  appear  more  fa- 
vourable for  their  diversion.  Gardens  and  cultivateid 
fields  extended  to  the  water's  edge,  and  numerous  neat 
white  houses  scattered  about  upon  the  range  of  low  hiUs 
ornamented  either  bank.  While  gazing  on  its  beauties, 
a  thunder-storm  suddenly  burst  over  us,  with  a  heavy 
squall  of  wind;  and  ere  we  could  regain  the  coach  the 
whole  scene  was  changed.  The  lake  was  now  perfectly 
black,  and  its  disturbed  surface  with  a  small  and  troubled 
ripple,  occasioned  by  the  violent  gust,  formed  a  strong  and 
somewhat  unpleasing  contrast  to  its  late  placid  and  mild 
appearance. 

At  half-past  eight  we  arrived  at  the  American  hotel  in 
Auburn,  rejoiced  that  the  fatigues  of  the  day  were  over, 
having  had  scarcely  200  yards  of  level  ground  during  the 
last  twenty  miles.  We  had  passed,  too,  through  the  strangest 
medley  of  named  towns  imaginable.  It  appeared  ahnosi 
as  if  the  founders  had  collected  them  from  all  quarters 
of  the  globe  indi£ferently,  discarding  many  of  the  fine- 
sounding,  significant,  old  Indian  names,  and  substituting 
some  gleaned  from  ancient  Greece  or  Italy,  interspersed 
with  one  from  Cockney  land,  or  perhaps  a  genuine  Yan- 
keeism.  The  following  is  the  correct  order  in  which  we 
saw  the  towns  during  our  jommey  of  this  day.  Utica, 
New  Hartford,  Manchester,  Canestota,  Quality  Hill,  Chit- 
teningo,  Manlius,  Jamesville,  Onondaga^  Syracuse,  liver- 
pool,  MarceUus,  Skaneateles,  Auburn. 

a  2 
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CHAPTER    XVI. 


Sweet  Auburn! 

♦  ♦  •  •  ♦  • 

Dear  lovely  bow'rs  of  innocence  and  eoie. 

Goldsmith. 

For  those  rebellious  here  their  pris'n  ordained. 

Milton. 

The  most  pernicious  infection,  next  the  plague,  is  the  smell  of  the  jail,  where 
prisoners  have  been  long  and  close  kept. 

Bacon. 


Hearing  that  the  board  of  health  had  issued  an  order 
that  no  visitors  should  be  admitted  into  the  prison  until 
the  cholera  had  subsided,  a  precaution  taken  in  conse- 
quence of  its  having  broken  out  in  the  Sing-Sing  prison  on 
the  Hudson,  we  much  feared  that  we  should  be  disap- 
pointed in  not  attaining  the  object  for  which  we  had  visited 
Auburn;  fortunately,  however,  Mr.  B.  had  introductory 
letters  to  Dr.  Richards,  president  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, through  whose  interest  we  obtained  an  order  for  ad- 
mittance at  mid-day  on  the  7th  of  August. 

The  prison  is  situated  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village, 
surrounded  by  a  wall  2000  feet  in  extent,  varying  in  height 
from  20  to  35  feet,  according  to  the  situation  of  the 
shops  in  which  the  convicts  are  employed.     The  cells 
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where  they  are  confined  during  the  night  hare  a  singular 
appearance  (something  like  a  large  pigeon  box,  or  honey* 
comb),  being  in  five  stories,  with  galleries,  and  the  windows 
in  an  outer  wall  at  the  distance  of  five  or  six  feet  from 
them,  so  that  no  convict  can  attempt  efiecting  his  escape 
through  their  medium.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  house  within  a 
house.  Each  prisoner  has  a  separate  cell  7  feet  in  length,- 
7  in  height,  by  3|  in  width,  with  a  small  shelf  for  holding 
his  bible,  and  a  canvass  cot,  which,  in  the  day  time,  is 
reared  up  against  the  wall,  and,  when  lowered  down  at 
night,  rests  upon  a  small  ledge,  and  covers  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  cell.  A  strong  grated  door  admits  a  free  cir- 
culation of  air,  and  the  works  of  the  lock  are  so  contrived 
as  to  be  two  feet  from  the  door,  and  entirely  out  of  a 
convict's  reach,  if  he  even  succeeded  in  breaking  one  of 
the  iron  bars  so  as  to  admit  a  passage  for  his  arm.  A 
keeper  always  patrolling  the  galleries  during  the  night 
with  doth  shoes  acts  as  a  check  upon  the  prisoners  hold- 
ing any  discourse.  The  building  was  perfectly  clean,  and 
free  from  that  tainted  atmosphere  which  generally  pervades 
a  prison,   the  cells  being  white-washed  once  a  fortnight, 

m 

as  a  preventive  against  the  cholera,  though  when  there  is 
no  necessity  for  such  a  precaution  they  are  thus  cleansed 
only  from  five  to  six  times  during  the  warm  season. 

From  the  cells  we  proceeded  into  an  open  square,  formed 
by  the  keeper's  house,  prisoners'  apartments,  and  work- 
shops, where  a  part  of  the  convicts  were  employed  in 
stone-cutting,  and  making  an  addition  to  the  building  of 
another  five-story  row  of  oeUs,  to  be  erected  m  the  place 
of  a  wing  constructed  upon  the  old  principle  of  confin- 
ing a  certain  ntmiber  of  prisoners  in  one  large  room,  by 
which  means  they  had  free  intercourse  with  one  another, 
a  system  found  very  injurious  to  their  reformation.    It 
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was  almost  impossible  to  imagine  ourselves  in  a  prison 
amongst  a  set  of  hardened  desperadoes,  when  walking 
tfaroogh  the  shops  where  they  were  working  with  an  ala- 
crity and  attention  to  their  business  which  were  truly  sur- 
prising. Every  trade  has  its  own  particnlar  shop,  with 
one  keeper  as  a  superintendant;  and  here  the  good  effects 
of  disciphne  are  seen.  In  the  blacksmiths*  shops,  for 
instance,  were  forty  or  fifty  athletic  men  wiel<fing  their 
sledge  hammers  with  the  power  of  the  Cyclot>s  of  old, 
and  all  armed  with  weapons  which,  in  one  minute,  would 
shiver  the  strongest  barrier  to  atoms ;  yet  only  one  super- 
intendant  was  with  tiiem,  sitting  at  his  ease  upon  a  chair; 
and  not  any  instance  is  upon  record  of  an  attempt  at 
making  a  forcible  escape.  The  prisoners  are  not  allowed, 
upon  any  pretence,  to  speak  to  one  another,  and  only  on 
business  to  a  turnkey,  who  can  easily  observe  if  any  con- 
versation takes  place,  as  they  are  generally  placed  with  their 
faces  in  the  same  direction.  The  weavers  were  the  most 
numerous  body,  there  being  nearly  one  hundred  sitting  at 
their  looms  in  a  row,  and  forty  tailors,  whose  occupation 
is  considered  the  most  unhealthy,  from  the  position  requi- 
site  for  the  performance  of  their  work.  They  are  not  per- 
mitted to  look  at  any  stranger  who  enters  the  room ;  but 
I  observed  several  squinting  at  us  out  of  the  comers  of 
their  eyes  when  the  keeper's  back  was  turned.  The  most 
superior  specimens  of  workmanship,  of  every  description, 
are  turned  out  of  these  shops,  and  are  contracted  for  by 
merchants  and  store-keepers  residing  in  Auburn;  a  sys- 
tem most  injurious  to  the  industrious  mechanic,  who  can- 
not make  a  Uvelihood  in  the  vicinity  of  the  prison,  being 
imderworked  by  the  convicts,  whose  labour  is  contracted 
for  at  various  sums  from  25  to  50  cents  (one  to  two  shil- 
lings) per  diem,  the  tailors  at  the  former  sum ;  those  trades 
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which  derive  assistance  from  a  saw-mill,  turning-machine, 
be*,  whijsh  are  worked  by  Water  (introduced  from  a  stream 
that  washes  the  southern  wall  of  the  prison)  at  30,  tool- 
makers  at  40,  and  blacksmiths  at  50  cents  a  day.  A  few 
inyalids  and  convalescent  convicts  are  employed  in  wind- 
ing at  15  cents.  There  were  only  two  stocking  makers, 
who  were  employed  solely  in  working  for  the  convicts. 

The  contractors  are  not  even  permitted  to  give  any 
orders  to  the  workmen,  and  any  instructions  they  wish  to 
give  are  through  the  mechanic  turnkey  who  superintends 
each  shop.  In  any  instance  where  the  latter  may  not  be 
acquainted  with  the  trade,  the  contractor  may  give  the 
necessary  directions  in  his  presence.  The  looms,  jennies, 
tools,  &c,,  appeared  throughout  the  prison  in  the  highest 
(Mder,  and  business  was  carried  on  in  each  shop  in  a  more 
workmanlike  style  than  without  the  walls.  The  morning 
work  commences  at  six  o'clock  in  summer,  breakfast  be- 
tween seven  and  eight,  dinner  at  twelve  (half  an  hour 
being  allowed  for  each),  and  the  labours  of  the  day  cease 
at  six  in  the  evening.  The  prisoners,  being  formed  into 
as  many  companies  as  there  are  galleries  of  cells,  are 
marched  to  them  with  the  lock-step  in  the  most  orderiy 
manner,  each  man  inclining  his  face  towards  ibe  keepers 
who  accompany  Ihem,  so  that  he  may  be  observed,  if  he 
attempts  to  speak.  As  he  passes  through  the  mess-room, 
adjoining  the  kitchen,  he  stoops  slightly,  and  taking  up 
his  supper,  without  breaking  the  line  of  march,  enters  his 
cell  for  the  night,  being  locked  in  by  the  turnkey  of  the 
gallery.  The  mess-room  was  particularly  dean,  with 
platters  and  tin  cans  neatly  arranged  on  wooden  tables,  so 
narrow  that  the  convicts  sit  only  on  one  side  of  them, 
with  their  faces  in  the  same  direction.  They  are  waited 
upon  by  some  of  their  feUow-prisoners ;  and,  in  case  any 
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one  has  more  food  than  he  reqaiies,  he  ruses  his  right  hand, 
when  a  portion  is  taken  from  his  plate  and  given  to  some 
one  who  elevates  his  left  hand  in  token  he  has  insufficient. 
The  rations  are  ample,  being  10  oe.  of  wheat,  10  oe.  of 
Indian  meal,  14  os.  of  beef  or  12  of  pork;  with  2i 
bushels  of  potatoes  to  every  hmidred  rations,  and  half  a 
gill  of  molasses  per  man,  which  is  added  to  the  mnsh,  a 
kind  of  hasty  padding  made  of  Indian  meal,  and  boiled  in 
coppers.  The  cooks  were  employed  at  this  article  of 
food  when  we  visited  the  kitchen.  I  tasted  some,  and 
should  imagine  it  to  be  very  wholesome  and  nutritious. 
The  bread  was  heavy  and  sad,  but  it  had  a  good  flavour.  If 
a  convict  is  unruly,  or  discovered  speaking,  he  receives 
summary  punishment,  by  having  a  certain  number  of 
stripes  with  a  cane  on  his  back.  Such  a  measure  is,  how- 
ever, but  seldom  required.  A  false  wall  or  passage  round 
each  room,  with  slits  at  intervals,  through  which  a  keeper 
may  look  unperoeived,  and  where  he  stations  himself  if 
he  suspects  a  convict,  acts  as  an  excellent  check  upon  any 
conversation.  I  peeped  through  them  into  various  shops ; 
and  the  prisoners  were  busily  employed  in  dead  silence, 
when  the  keeper  was  at  the  distance  of  100  feet.. 

The  work  appears  to  conduce  much  to  their  health,  there 
being  only  six  in  the  hospital,  out  of  667  prisoners ;  and  a 
few  days  previously  there  had  not  been  a  single  patient. 
Visitors  are  not  admitted  either  into  the  hospital,  which  is 
in  an  upper  story  of  the  prison,  or  into  the  women's  apart  > 
ment,  who  are  all  confined  together  and  work  but  little,  as 
no  compulsion  could  be  used  towards  them,  and,  as  to  talk- 
ing, all  the  art  of  man  could  avail  nothing  for  its  preven- 
tion. Altogether  the  prison  is  a  most  interesting  sight,  and 
should  be  visited  by  all  travellers.  A  considerable  revenue 
now  arises  from  it  to  the  State,  so  that  convicts,  instead  of 
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being  an  expense  as  fonnerly,  are  here  a  profit.  Many 
who  enter  without  any  trade  are  taught  one,  by  which, 
when  released,  they  may  gain  an  honest  and  ample  liveli- 
hood ;  and  numbers  who  have  been  sent  into  the  world 
again  have  thoroughly  reformed  their  former  vicious  habits. 
We  saw  one  poor  man,  a  sailor,  who  had  become  deranged 
since  his  imprisonment,  and  after  a  partial  recovery  was 
allowed  to  do  what  he  pleased  with  regard  to  work.  He^ 
had  made  several  large  models  of  ships,  which  stood  in  the 
square  completely  rigged;  and  another  man,  who  had  the 
use  of  one  hand  only,  employed  his  time  in  carving  rude 
figures  of  the  most  grotesque  kind,  afterwards  gildmg  or 
painting  them.  No  one,  in  short,  was  allowed  to  be  com- 
pletely idle.  The  Government  frequently  pardons  those 
who  appear  to  have  been  misled,  and  by  their  conduct 
show  an  inclination  to  become  good  citizens;  and  only  for 
very  serious  ofiences  are  any  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
for  life,  the  majority  being  for  periods  of  five  and  seven 
years.  The  entire  establishment  is  superintended  by  a 
governor,  called  ^' Agent  and  Keeper,''  with  a  salary  of 
1000  dollars,  a  deputy  keeper  at  600,  and  the  other  keep- 
ers 350  each ;  about  forty  officers  are  employed  as  keepers, 
turnkeys,  guards,  &c.  When  the  prison  is  open  for  the 
admission  of  visitors  (which  was  the  case  always  until  the 
appearance  of  the  cholera  in  the  State),  25  cents  (one  shil- 
ling) is  charged  for  each  person.  The  keeper  said  that  the 
convicts  felt  deeply  the  loss  of  their  chewing  tobacco,  which 
is  not  permitted  within  the  walls  of  the  prison,  and  to 
which  excellent  regulation  much  of  the  cleanliness  is  owing. 
From  the  inspector's  report  it  appears  that  '^  the  frequency 
of  pardons  has  arisen  principally  from  the  want  of  room  in 
the  prison,  by  the  rapid  accumulation  of  convicts ;"  and  it 
is  much  to  be  r^retted  that  ten  or  twelve  acres  were  not 
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enclosed  within  the  wall  in  place  of  three  or  four,  so  that 
the  building  might  be  increased  to  any  extent. 

I  think  the  steady  and  excellent  behaviour  of  the  prison- 
ers may  arise,  in  a  great  measure,  from  so  many  of  them 
being  confined  for  a  short  space  pf  time,  two-thirds  being 
sentenced  to  a  period  not  exceeding  seven  years.  There  is 
a  Sunday  school,  which  those  only  attend  who  wish  it;  and 
they  are  instructed  gratuitously  by  the  young  men  of  the 
town  and  the  Theological  Seminary.  The  Chaplain  takes 
opportunities  of  visiting  them  in  their  ceUs  after  divine 
service  on  that  day,  also  in  the  hospital,  and  whenever 
time  will  allow,  to  afford  them  religious  instruction,  and 
g^ve  advice  with  regard  to  their  future  conduct.  One  of 
the  main  objects  to  be  gained  is  to  wean  them  from  intem- 
perance, a  habit  which  the  prison  discipline  has  entirely 
eradicated  from  most  determined  drunkards,  who  have  thus 
been  restored  to  the  world  as  sober  and  industrious  men. 

By  comparing  the  returns  from  the  Auburn  prison 
with  those  furnished  by  other  penitentiaries  and  gaols  in 
the  Union,  the  salutary  effects  of  the  system  above  detailed 
oyer  that  practised  where  solitary  confinement  night  and 
day  is  enforced  without  work,  and  over  any  other  mode 
of  punishment  as  yet  devised,  have  been  most  satisfactorily 
proved.  If  I  might  venture  to  propose  any  amendment  in 
the  system,  it  would  be  to  make  a  laiger  pecuniary  allow- 
ance than  the  present  one  (two  dollars,  I  think)  to  the 
liberated  prisoners;  as  instances  are  on  record  of  men 
having  been  guilty  of  theft,  a  few  days  after  their  dismissal, 
from  actual  want. 

The  village  of  Auburn  itself  is  tastefully  built,  within  two 
miles  of  the  Owasco  Lake,  whose  outlet  washes  the  prison 
wall.  Its  rapid  rise  is  somewhat  retarded  by  the  quantity 
of  work  turned  out  by  the  convicts ;  yet  at  the  same  time  a 
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laige  sum  of  money  is  necessarily  in  droulation  amongst 
the  contractors  for  furnishing  rations  (which  are  at  the  rate 
of  about  21  dollars  (4/.  *Js.  6d,)  per  annum^  each  prisoner), 
and  for  payment  of  the  articles  received  from  the  prison, 
which  are  retailed  at  a  great  per  centage. 

Proceeding  to  the  village  of  Cayuga,  situated  near  the 
northern  extremity  of  a  lake  of  the  same  name,  we  em- 
barked in  a  steamer  which  plies  upon  the  lake,  and  crossed 
to  the  opposite  side,  touching  for  some  more  passengers  at 
a  village  connected  with  Cayuga  by  a  bridge  exceeding  a 
mile  in  length,  over  which  the.  western  road  passes.  The 
extreme  length  of  the  lake  is  40  miles  by  2  at  its  greatest 
breadth.  The  scenery  is  tame  and  uninteresting,  until 
towards  the  southern  end,  when  it  assumes  a  more  pleas- 
ing appearance,  the  banks  becoming  high  and  craggy  in 
some  places,  and  in  others  cultivated  to  the  water's  edge. 
But  throughout  there  is  an  overpowering  quantity  of  dense 
forest,  with  an  intervening  space  of  eight  or  ten  miles  be- 
tween villages.  For  the  last  few  nules,  the  face  of  the 
ooimtry  presented  a  singular  appearance,  being  broken 
every  hundred  yards,  or  thereabouts,  with  narrow  and 
deep  ravines,  formed  by  the  heavy  rush  of  water  from  the 
hills  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  In  some,  the  rock  was 
i^igged  and  bare ;  in  others^the  grass  had  sprung  up  again, 
or,  where  the  ground  more  easily  yielded  to  the  force  of  the 
torrent,  there  were  long  and  heavy  undulations,  like  the 
swelling  of  the  sea. 

At  the  head  of  the  lake,  entering  a  coach  again,  after  a 
drive  of  two  miles  across  a  plain  which  had  once  formed 
part  of  the  lake,  we  arrived  at  the  pretty  town  of  Ithaca^ 
containing  3300  inhabitants,  surrounded  on  three  sides  by 
hiUs  varying  from  600  to  800  feet  in  height,  with  their  slopes 
and  summits  partially  cleared  and  cultivated.    The  plain 
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between  the  town  and  the  lake  is  so  densely  oovered  with 
forest  that  the  water  is  not  visible  from  the  former;  and 
in  many  places  it  is  so  boggy  and  unsound  that  no  houses 
can  be  built  upon  it.  Two  adjoining  squares  in  the 
town,  encircled  with  a  wooden  railing  and  a  grove  of 
trees,  are  quite  occupied  by  churches,  there  not  being 
fewer  than  seven  of  them.  The  Clinton  House,  in  the 
vicinity  of  those  squares,  at  which  we  put  up,  is  one  of 
the  handsomest  buildings  of  the  kind  in  the  States,  but 
its  bar-room  is  one  of  the  dirtiest. 

There  are  many  factories  and  mills  in  and  about  Ithaca, 
on  the  small  streams  which  pour  their  waters  into  the 
lake.  A  rivulet  within  a  mile  of  the  town  forms  two  of 
the  prettiest  Falls  imaginable.  The  lower  one,  about  80  feet 
in  height,  fiedling  over  a  series  of  small  rocky  ledges,  ap- 
pears like  so  many  flakes  of  snow  upon  the  dark  masses 
of  stone ;  and,  where  the  sun  strikes  upon  the  foam,  it 
glitters  like  the  sparkling  £rost  on  a  December's  mom, 
after  the  preceding  day's  thaw.  The  other  Fall,  200  yards 
higher  up  the  hill,  eTdiibits  more  water;  but  the  fidl  is 
not  quite  so  high,  nearly  one-third  of  the  stream  being 
diverted  through  a  tunnel  90  yards  long  in  the  solid  rock, 
above  the  lower  Fall,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  several 
mill-wheels:  and  in  course  of  time  the  latter  cataract  will 
be  reduced  to  a  few  gallons  per  minute,  like  the  Ptosaic  at 
Patterson.  In  our  land  of  small  rivers,  the  cascade  formed 
by  the  quantity  of  water  conveyed  to  the  mills  would 
be  considered  of  some  magnitude,  and  an  object  of  no 
small  interest.'  These  Falls  certainly  vie  with  those  at 
Trenton  in  point  of  beauty,  though  so  very  dissimilar  in 
their  formation ;  the  latter  are  almost  subterraneous,  while 
the  former  rush  over  the  brow  of  a  hill,  between  large  im- 
pending   crags,  crowned    with   thick  dark  foliage,  with 
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scarcely  a  passage  worn  down  the  rocky  ledge  for  their 
foaming  waters.  Like  Trenton,  too,  they  have  acquired  a 
melancholy  interest  from  similar  causes;  a  highly  accom- 
plished yomig  lady  being  drowned  at  each  place  within 
these  few  years,  when  visiting  the  Falls  in  company  with 
their  firiends  and  relatives. 

Not  wishing  to  return  up  Cayuga  Lake,  and  in  fact  having 
made  a  point  of  never  returning  by  the  same  road  when  it 
could  be  avoided,  we  hired  a  carriage  with  two  excellent 
horsiss,  and  at  a  quarter  to  three  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
9th  of  August,  departed  from  Ithaca,  ascending  a  steep  and 
long  luU  for  two  or  three  miles.  While  enjoying  a  most 
extensive  and  charming  prospect  from  the  summit,  we 
encountered  one  of  the  heaviest  storms  of  wind  and  rain 
I  ever  experienced.  After  struggling  against  it  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  we  succeeded  in  gaining  an  open  shed  by  the 
road  side,  already  filled  with  half-drowned  pedestrians  and 
equestrians,  who  were  seeking  shelter  from  the  pitiless 
peltings  of  the  storm.  Such  an  arrival  as  ours,  with  a  car- 
riage loaded  with  heavy  trunks,  a  pile  of  carpet  bags  and 
hat-boxes,  with  umbrellas,  water-proof  cloaks,  and  great 
coats  innumerable,  would  have  attracted  the  curiosity  of 
less  inqiusitive  people  than  thorough-bred  Yankees.  Five 
or  six  inmates  of  the  shed  busied  themselves  with  exa- 
mining the  ivory  Chinese  handle  of  Mr.  B's.  umbrella;  and 
a  person,  whom  they  designated  as  ^^  Doctor,"  dressed  in  a 
thread-bare,  shabby-genteel,  frock  coat,  of  blue  doth,  with 
a  collar  originally  black  velvet,  but  which,  by  wear  and 
tear  of  weather,  had  been  transformed  into  a  nondescript 
colour,  observed  that  '^  they  carved  cleverly  in  New  York." 
The  patent  leather  hat-box  soon  fixed  their  attention,  and, 
my  answer  not  satisfying  them  that  it  was  not  made  of 
wood,  they  took  it  out  of  the  carriage  and  minutely  in- 
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spected  it  both  within  and  without.    The  patent  boxes  of 
the  carriage  wheels  next  became  subjects  for  their  con- 
jectures and  guesses ;  they  had  evidently  seen  none  before. 
At  this  time  we  were  joined  by  a  most  consequential  per* 
son^ — the  Umdlord  of  an  adjoining  tayem,  whose  curiosity 
had  been  excited  by  the  crowd  in  his  shed.     Some  one 
asked  him  whether  he  had  ever  seen  sudi  ^  mortal  curious 
things  in  a  carriage  before ;''  he  answered,  *'  Yes ;"  and  just 
glancing  at  one  of  the  fore  wheels,  ^^  but  these  are  those 
poor  Yankee  things ;  I  have  been  a  teaming  these  fifteen 
years,  and  would  never  wear  one  of  them;"  then  turning 
to  a  hind  wheel,  ^^  why  here,  this  box  is  clear  gone,  the 
wheel  will  come  off  the  first  heavy  lurdi  you  have,  and 
you'll  be  cast  adrift.''     For  once,  curiosity  proved  of  ser- 
vice, it  being  very  evident  that  the  first  heavy  jolt  would 
throw  the  wheel  from  the  carriage.    Another  by-stander, 
a  blacksmith,  an  (dd  weather-beaten  man  of  sixty,  whom 
the  inn-keeper  addressed  as  ^^  Unde  Jack,"  said  he  would 
render  it  secure  in  five  minutes,  and  carried  the  box  away 
to  his  forge,  which  was  '^but  a  few  rods  up  the  road." 
The  rain  had  now  subsided,  though  we  were  still  threat- 
ened  by  thick  daric  clouds.    The  doctor  and  a  companion, 
one  of  the  steam-brethren  also,  took  their  departure  on 
their  poor  and  sorry  animals,  with  their  small  black  saddle- 
bags stowed  with  phials  and  cayenne  pepper.     The  pe- 
destrians commenced  their  wet  and  floundering  journey 
anew  through  mud  and  mire ;  the  landlord  returned  to  his 
bar,  and  we  alone  were  left  to  await  "  Unde  Jack's"  plea- 
sure, who  spun  out  his  five  minutes  to  three-quarters  o{ 
an  hour ;  and  then,  having  reported  all  right,  we  also  once 
more  pursued  our  route  towards  the  setting  sun,  over  a 
road  where  there  was  no   road,   over  bridges  where  it 
would  be  much  safer  to  ford  the  stream,  and  through  a 
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country  rich  only  in  stones  and  stumps ;  where  land  would 
be  no  bargain  at  half  a  doUar  per  acre.  Half  an  hour  be- 
fore sunset,  when  we  gained  the  sununit  of  a  long  dreary 
hill,  the  great  orb  of  day  burst  through  the  clouds  in  all 
his  setting  glory,  and  the  thin  vapours  were  seen  rising 
from  the  woods  and  valleys  beneath  us,  and  floating  gra- 
dually  away  before  the  &st  subsiding  gale.  The  road,  too, 
at  the  same  moment  improved,  running  over  a  firm  earthen 
track;  the  driver  cracked  his  whip,  and,  smiling,  ob- 
served that  '^  we  should  be  in  by  an  hour  after  sun-down 
yet."  The  horses  trotted  merrily  along;  we  threw  aside 
OUT  wet  cloaks  and  coats ;  while  every  thing  to  us  wore  a 
different  appearance,  and  we  now  saw  some  beauty  in  the 
vast  and  endless  forests  which  encircled  us  on  every  side, 
save  here  and  there  a  solitary  patch  of  cleared  land,  the 
effects  of  the  industry  of  some  hardy  settler,  who,  one 
would  almost  imagine,  had  quarrelled  with  the  whole 
world  by  seeking  so  secluded  a  spot;  but  we  were  now  in 
a  humour  to  be  pleased  with  every  thing. 

Our  gleam  of  sunshine  and  good  fortune  were  only 
transitory ;  for  in  a  few  minutes  we  again  dived  into  the 
dark,  thick  pine  forest,  whose  ragged  branches  and  tall 
straight  trunks  had  but  a  few  minutes  before  formed  so 
fine  a  contrast  against  the  lighter  foliage  of  some  other 
natives  of  the  grove.  Ascending  higher  ground,  too,  we 
were  once  more  enveloped  in  the  heavy  damp  clouds,  and, 
as  night  set  in,  the  road  became  worse,  and  the  habitations 
of  men  and  all  signs  of  cultivation  disappeared.  Neither  the 
coachman  nor  ourselves  had  ever  travelled  in  the  direction 
we  were  moving;  so  alike  uncertain  whither  we  were  going, 
but  trusting  to  chance  and  good  fi)rtune,  we  renewed  our 
journey,  grumbling  against  America  and  its  miserable  roads, 
and  arriving  at  the  following  conclusion — that  to  move 
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out  of  the  common  coach  route,  to  leave  the  turnpike  road 
which  was  passable,  and  to  attempt  exploring  new  and 
undescribed  scenery  by  striking  out  a  line  of  road  for  our- 
selves, would  never  answer  any  end,  and  was  in  itself  al- 
most impracticable, — ^that,  for  the  future,  we  must  be  con- 
tent with  the  old  weU-wom  track  of  former  tourists,  and 
visit  no  places  but  those  notified  in  the  '^Stranger's 
Guide,"  or  '^'Northern  Traveller."  Tourists,  however, 
are  always  in  search  for  some  incident  which  may  be 
rather  out  of  the  common  way,  and  which  may  vary  some 
little  the  dull  pages  of  their  diary ;  and  we  too  should  have 
been  satisfied  had  the  fair  and  chaste  moon  shone  brightly 
on  us,  laying  open  to  our  view  some  of  the  dark  recesses 
of  the  dense  forest,  or  the  dreary  depths  of  the  vast  ra- 
vines beneath  us.  But  we  had  not  a  spice  of  the  true 
romantic  spirit  in  us ;  we  preferred  a  warm  supper  and  a 
good  dry  mattress,  in  a  comfortable  inn,  to  weathering  it 
out  in  an  unknown  country,  where  we  might  be  half 
drowned  ere  golden  Phoebus  again  walked  forth  from  his 
chamber  in  the  East.  At  nine  o'clock,  from  the  cold 
breeze  which  swept  past  us,  and  from  the  streak  of  light 
along  the  horizon,  as  if  the  dduds,  having  nothing  to  ding 
to,  were  compelled  to  rise  firom  earth,  we  knew  that  some 
large  sheet  of  water  was  nigh,  and  shortly  afterwards  saw 
Seneca  Lake,  like  a  narrow  stream  lying  fSeur  beneath  us. 
We  were  doomed,  however,  to  still  farther  disappoint- 
ments ;  nor  was  it  until  an  hour  past  midnight,  afber  having 
trudged  about  eight  nules  on  foot  through  deep  and  muddy 
pools,  that  we  reached  a  small  inn,  at  the  head  of  the  lake, 
wet,  weary,  femished,  and  consequently  out  of  humour. 

After  much  knocking  at  doors,  and  shaking  of  windows, 
we  succeeded  in  rousing  the  landlord  firom  his  lair.  In 
half  an  hour's  time,  he  spread  out  before  us  a  ^'  rudes  in- 
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digestaque  moles"  of  apple-pie,  new  cheese,  sour  beer, 
heavy  Indian  bread,  and  port  wine,  which  savoured 
strongly  of  logwood  and  hrandy;  but  our  appetites  had 
been  well  sharpened  by  our  wanderings,  and  we  were  in 
no  humour  to  find  fault.  Sitting  by  the  cheerful  wood 
fire,  we  already  began  to  laugh  at  the  misfortunes  and  slow 
progress  of  our  journey,  having  been  more  than  nine  hours 
performing  a  distance  of  twenty-one  miles.  Excellent  beds 
being  provided,  in  a  few  minutes  the  troubles  of  the  past, 
fears  and  anticipations  of  the  future,  were  alike  foigotten. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


The  souls  of  Usurers  after  their  death  Lucian  aiBrms  to  be  metempsychosed, 
or  translated  into  the  bodies  of  asses,  and  there  remain  certain  years,  for  poor 
men  to  take  their  pennyworth  out  of  their  bones. 

Pbacham  on  Blazoning. 

Such  guides  set  over  the  several  congregations  will  misteach  them,  by  in- 
stilling into  them  puritanical  and  superstitious  principles. 

Walton. 

You  take  a  precipice  for  no  leap  of  danger. 
And  woo  your  own  destruction. 

Shakspbarb. 


On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  August,  embarking  on 
board  a  steamer,  we  left  Watkins,  Jeffersonyille,  Seneca 
Head,  or  Savoy,  -as  we  heard  the  small  village,  where  we 
had  passed  part  of  the  night,  severally  called.  Though 
commanding  a  much  finer  situation  than  Ithaca  in  every 
respect,  with  a  canal  running  past  it  which  connects  the 
water  of  lake  Erie  and  Seneca  with  the  Susquehannah 
River  by  the  Chemimg  Canal,  yet  there  are  not  above 
twenty  firame-houses  in  the  settlement,  arising  firom  the 
mistaken  policy  of  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  who  will 
scarcely  sell  a  rood  imder  a  New  York  price ;  whereas,  if 
he  gave  away  every  other  lot  for  building  upon,  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  remaining  lots  would  make  him  more 
than  an  adequate  return.    The  head  of  Seneca  Lake,  like 
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that  of  Cayuga,  is  black  marsh  overgrown  with  bull-rushes 
and  reeds.  Several  large  streams  with  fine  water-fidls 
enter  it  a  few  miles  from  the  village,  of  which  the  Hector, 
150  feet  in  height,  and  those  at  the  big  stream  Point  136^ 
are  the  most  worthy  of  observation. 

We  considered  ourselves  fortunate  in  meeting  with  a 
gentlemanly,  well-informed  person  in  Captain  Rumney, 
an  Englishman,  the  proprietor  of  the  ^^  Seneca  Chief," 
the  only  steamer  which  plies  upon  the  lake.  He  pur- 
chased the  right  of  steam  upon  these  waters  for  a  mere 
trifle,  firom  ez-govemor  Liewis,  to  whom  it  had  been 
sold  by  Fulton,  who  possessed  originally  the  exclusive 
right  of  steam  navigation  on  those  inland  waters  of  the 
State  of  New  York  which  did  not  int^ere  with  the 
interests  of  neighbouring  States,  as  the  Hudson  does 
with  the  communication  to  Vermont  and  Lower  Canada. 
Thifr  charter  waa  granted  to  Fulton  for  a  term  of  thirty 
years,  six  of  which  have  not  yet  expired ;  before  the  lapse 
of  that  time  the  present  possessor  may  expect  to  realize  a 
considerable  fortune.  The  profits  arise  prindpally  firom 
towing  the  Erie  Canal  boats  to  the  different  ports  in  the 
lake,  the  traffic  on  which  will  be  much  increased  by  the 
Chemung  and  Crooked  Lake  Canals,  now  nearly  completed. 
The  charge  for  towing  vessels  firom  one  to  the  other 
extreme  of  the  lake,  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  is  six  dollars, 
and  is  performed  in  a  few  hours. 

At  Rapely's  Ferry,  a  few  miles  down  the  lake  on  the 
western  bank,  are  the  remains  of  a  pier  firom  which  the 
cekbrated  Jen^ima  Wilkinson  proved  the  fidth  of  her  fol- 
lowers* She  had  collected  them  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
her  walk  across  the  lake,  and  addressing  them,  while  one 
foot  touched  the  water,  enquired  if  they  had  fidth  in  her, 
and  beUevod  she  could  reach  the  opposite  shwe  in  safety ; 
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for,  if  they  had  not  £uth,  the  attempt  would  be  vain. 
Upon  receiving  the  most  earnest  assurances  of  their  belief 
that  she  could  pass  over,  she  repUed  ^'that  there  was  no 
occasion  then  to  make  a  display  of  her  power,  as  they 
beUeved  in  it;"  and,  turning  round,  re-entered  her  car- 
riage, and  drove  off,  to  the  chagrin  of  thousands  of  idle 
spectators,  and  to  the  astonishment  of  her  numerous 
disciples.  Captain  Rumney,  who  was  acquainted  with 
her  during  her  life-time,  described  her  as  a  tall,  stately,  and 
handsome  woman ;  but  of  rather  a  masculine  appearance. 
In  her  costume  she  much  resembled  a  clergyman,  having 
her  hair  brushed  back,  wearing  a  surplice  and  bands,  with 
a  Quaker's  hat.  She  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  formed  an  attachment  with  a 
British  officer,  who  subsequently  deserted  her.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  merciless  treatment,  she  suffered  a  violent 
attack  of  fever,  and  for  some  days  lay  in  a  deep  trance, 
though  the  medical  men  affirmed  she  might  have  easily 
roused  herself  from  it  had  «he  only  the  wish  to  do  so.  It 
is  supposed  that  at  this  time  she  was  engaged  in  laying 
the  deep  plot  which  was  so  successfully  carried  into  exe- 
cution on  her  recovery,  by  stating  that,  ^'Jemima  Wil- 
kinson'having  died,  the  angels  in  heaven  had  disputed 
who  should  enter  her  body,  and  visit  the  earth  as  the 
Universal  Friend  of  Mankind, — as  the  Saviour  of  the 
World ;  that  she  (now  calling  herself  an  angel  in  Jemi- 
ma's body)  had  been  appointed  to  fill  the  body  of  the 
deceased,  and  was  come  upon  earth  to  preach  salvation  to 
all.  Many  believed  in  her,  and,  a  sect  being  soon  formed, 
she  quitted  Rhode  Island,  and  settled  near  Crooked 
Lake,  a  few  miles  to  the  west  of  Seneca,  wheie  her 
followers,  some  of  whom  were  men  of  mdependent  for- 
ttme,  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  for  her;  the  deeds  of 
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her  hrm  being  drawn  up  in  the  name  of  Rachel  Mellon^ 
a  relative  who  inherited  the  estate  after  Jemima's  deaths 
six  years  since.  Upon  all  her  plate,  carriage^  &c.,  the 
letters  U.  F.  (Universal  Friend)  were  inscribed.  She 
observed  the  Jewish  Sabbath^  but  preached  on  Sundays  to 
the  numerous  visitors  who  were  attracted  to  her  house  by 
mere  curiosity.  She  was  well  versed  in  the  Scriptures, 
and  possessed  a  remarkably  retentive  memory;  but,  in 
other  respects,  was  an  illiterate  woman.  The  creed  of  her 
sect  is  the  Metempsychosis;  but  since  her  departure  the 
number  of  believers  has  considerably  diminished,  the  pre- 
sent head  of  the  Society,  Esther  Plant,  not  having  suffi- 
cient tact  to  keep  them  united.  In  Jemima's  life-time,  so 
jealous  were  her  disciples  of  due  respect  being  paid  to  her 
that  no  answer  would  be  returned  to  enquiries  after  '^  Je- 
mima," but  only  if  designated  as  the  **  Friend." 

All  the  points  of  land  in  the  lake  (save  one,  which 
has  a  singular  bush  formed  by  the  hand  of  nature  into 
the  exact  representation  of  an  elephant)  are  occupied  by 
smaU  villages,  which  possess  excellent  harbours,  during 
heavy  gales  up  or  down  the  lake,  and  have  above  20  fiei- 
thorns  of  water  within  80  feet  of  the  shore.  This  one 
exception  is  the  property  of  Esther,  who  will  not  part  with 
it  upon  any  terms.  The  entrance  to  the  Crooked  Lake 
Canal  is  at  the  village  of  Dresden,  a  German  settie- 
ment,  eight  miles  west  of  which  is  Jemima's  house.  On 
the  opposite  shore  in  Seneca  County  is  Ovid,  situated  on 
a  pretty  eminence,  overlooking  the  water;  also  Lodi, 
Brutus,  and  various  other  classically  named  places.  These 
names,  it  appears,  were  bestowed  by  the  Government  on 
townships,  distributed  among  the  Revolutionary  soldiers, 
and  which  extended  originally  over  a  laige  tract,  from  the 
bbrders  of  the  lake,  almost  as  far  east  as  Utica.    The 
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veterans  were  soon,  however,  overreached,  and  induced  to 
dispose  of  their  lands  to  some  scheming  and  designing 
speculators,  who  resold  them  most  advantageously  to  the 
present  possessors,  persons  of  respectability;  and  the 
same  land  which  would  not  then  bring  a  dollar  in  the 
market  will  now  produce  from  25  to  40  and  even  50  per 
acre.  The  soil  is  a  strong  loam,  and  well  adiyited  for 
wheat.  Seneca  is,  however,  an  Indian  name,  although  it 
might  naturally  be  supposed  to  have  the  same  origin,  in 
imitation  of  antiquity,  as  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Mara- 
thon, Fharsalia,  Homer,  Virgil,  and  Cassius.  The  scenery 
upon  the  lake  closely  resembles  that  of  Cayuga,  being  un- 
varied and  uninteresting;  the  water  is,  however,  beau- 
tifully dear,  the  pebbly  bottom  b^g  visible  in  a  oalm  day 
at  the  depth  of  SO  feet.  Being  principally  supplied  by 
springs,  the  ice  upon  it  never  becomes  so  thick  as  to  im- 
pede the  navigation;  during  the  severe  frost  of  1881,  a 
thin  sheet  formed  on  some  parts,  but  was  broken  up  by 
the  first  light  breeze  which  ruffled  the  water. 

The  town  of  Oeneva  possesses  a  beautiful  situation  upon 
a  rising  bank  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  lake,  widi 
terraced  gardens  approaching  to  the  water's  edge,  and 
many  pretty  villas  scattered  around.  About  a  mile  from 
the  town,  on  the  borders  of  the  water,  are  some  extensive 
glass  works,  which  however  have  not  been  worked  durii^ 
the  last  year,  the  owner  having  failed  to  a  great  amount, 
through  mismanagement  in  his  fimning  speculations. 
When  the  works  were  first  established,  they  occujued  a 
narrow  space  in  the  midst  of  a  forest  where  fiiel  was  plen- 
tiful; but  the  ground  is  now  so  well  cleared  about  the 
town  that  a  cord  of  wood,  measuring  4  feet  in  height  and 
8  in  length,  costs  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  (more  than  5s. 
sterling).    An  opinion  prevails,  from  an  appearance  of  the 
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strata  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  th^t  coal  may  i)e  found, 
when  required-  Geneva  is  altogether  a  pretty  spot,  and 
contains  one  particularly  fine  street,  in  which  b  the  college^ 
a  dull,  heavy-looking  building,  with  castellated  walls  and 
other  tasteless  appendages.  But  the  private  residences 
equal  any  in  the  State. 

Proceeding  on  our  journey  at  mid-day,  on  the  1 1th,  we 
passed  through  a  fine  rich  country,  chequered  with  heavy 
crops  of  every  grain.  The  apples  appeared  perfectly  ripe, 
and  the  peach-trees  were  every  where  loaded  with  fruit. 
The  soil  evidently  increased  in  richness  the  fiurther  we 
proceeded  to  the  west,  and  the  cultivated  lands  about  these 
parts  prodljiced  from  16  to  25  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre, 
bringing  g^erally  a  dollar  per  bushel  of  60lb.,  being  al- 
ways sold  by  weight.  The  buildings  on  the  farms  are 
commonly  wood,  though  brides  are  nearly  as  eheap,  selling 
firom  3  to  4  dollars  per  thousand,  and  from  their  supe- 
riority, both  as  to  safety  and  durability,  .wiU  probably 
Iiecome  mpre  and  more  general.  The  preferenoe  ^yen 
to  wooden  ones  at  (Nresent  arises  from  the  Uttle  time 
required  to  erect  them,  and  their  being  habitable  in^me^ 
diately.  Farming  labourers'  wages  are  not  so  high  as  one 
would  be  led  to  suppose  frpm  the  price  of  other  trades' 
labour ;  they  receive  generally  about  1 2  dollars  a  month  and 
thier  board.  In  harvest  time. however  a  good  cradler  will 
earn  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  diem,  and  be  found  in  pro- 
visions abo.  The  threshing  machine  being  generally  used 
in  these  parts  will  much  t^d  to  lower  the  price  of  labour. 
At  one  fiirm  by  iOie  road  side,  we  saw  men  employed  in 
carrying  wheat  from  a  field  into  an  adjoining  bam,  where  it 
was  immediately  transferred  to  the  threshingrmachine,  and 
forthwith  despatched  to  market.  The  poorer  class  who 
wish  to  avoid  expense,  labour,  and  loss  of  time,  send  th?ir 
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wheat  to  persons  who  keep  machines  for  letting  out,  and 
who  retain  a  small  portion  of  the  grain  in  Ueu  of  a  pecu- 
niary remuneration  for  their  trouble. 

The  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Canandaigua,  fifteen  miles 
firom  Geneva,  was  kept  in  a  state  of  cultivation  by  the 
Indians,  prior  to  General  Sullivan's  march  through  the 
coimtry  fifty  years  since,  when  the  whole  western  part  of 
the  State  of  New  York  was  in  possession  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, of  whom  now  scarcely  a  vestige  remains.  The  town 
is  at  the  outiet  of  the  Canandaigua  Lake,  and  in  an  un- 
healthy situation,  owing  to  the  water  being  dammed  up 
near  the  outiet  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  miQ- wheel, 
tiius  forming  a  large  wet  marsh,  which  produces  a  deadly 
fever  in  the  autumnal  months.  Endeavours  have  been 
made  by  actions  at  law  to  compel  the  mill-proprietor  to 
lower  his  dam,  or  to  surround  it  with  a  bank  to  prevent 
tiie  water  overflowing  the  country,  but  hitherto  to  no 
purpose.  The  town  consists  of  one  principal  street,  two 
miles  in  length  and  about  150  feet  in  breadth,  with  gar- 
dens and  locust  trees  in  firont  of  the  houses.  It  is  gene- 
rally considered  the  handsomest  place  in  the  State,  though, 
in  my*opinion,  not  equal  to  Skaneateles. 

From  Canandaigua,  we  travelled  over  a  hilly  and  sandy 
road,  running  parallel  with  the  canal,  and  under  its  great 
embankment  over  the  Irondequoit  Creek.  This  inmiense 
work,  for  a  distance  of  two  miles,  averages  a  height  of 
seventy  feet  above  the  plain  across  which  it  is  carried. 
The  banks  being  chiefly  of  sand,  great  caution  is  necessary 
in  watching  and  puddling  any  small  crevices  which  may 
appear.  Two  years  since,  the  water  forced  its  way  through 
the  embankment,  and,  rushing  down  upon  the  road  and 
plain  beneath,  swept  away  every  thing  which  opposed  the 
fury  of  its  course.    The  lesser  sand-hills  at  this  time  pre- 
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sent  evident  marks  of  the  furious  torrent  which  passed 
over  them. 

At  sunset,  descending  a  hiU,  we  entered  upon  a  flat, 
marshy  plain,  on  which  the  town  of  Rochester  is  situated. 
It  has  more  the  appearance  of  a  town  in  a  new  world  than 
any  I  visited,  and  nothing  can  be  more  miserable  than  its 
appearance  from  a  distance.  An  open  space  has  been 
merely  burnt  in  the  forest,  and  the  town  has  been  run  up 
without  any  attempt  at  getting  rid  of  the  innumerable 
stumps  of  trees,  which  even  make  their  appearance  in  the 
outer  streets  of  the  place.  It  is,  in  truth,  a  dty  in  die  wil- 
derness, and  cannot  be  healthy,  so  long  as  it  is  surrounded 
by  such  dense,  dark  forests.  The  trees  in  America  are  not 
felled  so  that  the  stump  remains  level  with  the  ground,  as 
in  England,  but  according  to  the  convenience  of  the  wood- 
man, who  generally  strikes  the  trunk  about  three  feet  fitom 
the  root.  Where  a  thick  forest  has  thus  been  cut  down, 
the  desolate  appearance  the  face  of  the  country  presents 
can  be  scarcely  imagined: — ^large  blackened  trunks,  and 
arms  partly  consumed  by  fire,  lie  encumbering  the  ground 
till  they  decay,  or  are  again  consigned  to  the  fire  by  some 
more  industrious  farmer  than  the  generality  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. At  Rochester  however  nothing  of  this  kind  has  yet 
taken  place,  though  it  is  the  most  thriving  town  in  the 
State.  The  softer  kinds  of  wood,  such  as  birch  and  beech, 
decay  sufficiently  in  six  or  seven  years  to  admit  of  being 
knocked  up,  but  hemlock  and  pine  will  scarcely  be  affected 
by  the  seasons  of  half  a  century. 

Crossing  tbe  Gtenessee  River,  we  entered  the  principal 
part  of  the  town,  and  drove  to  the  Eagle,  situated  in  the 
main  street,  a  fine  hotel  with  excellent  rooms  and  an  atten- 
tive landlord.  The  town  has  risen  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time  :  twenty  years  since  was  a  wild  iminhabited 
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tract  where  1 4,000  people  now  earn  a  livelihood.  Its  rapid 
rise  originated  from  the  Erie  Canal  passing  through  the 
town,  and  the  Oenessee  affording  so  great  a  water-power 
to  the  extensive  flour,  cotton,  and  other  mills  on  its  banks. 
The  canal  crosses  the  river  by  a  fine  aqueduct  300  yards 
above  the  Falls,  where  the  celebrated  leaper,  Sam  Patch, 
took  his  last  and  fatal  descent  in  1829.  The  Falls  are  over 
a  perpendicular  ledge  of  rock,  97  feet  in  height :  with  that 
descent  however  he  was  not  satisfied,  but  had  a  platform 
erected  to  the  height  of  25  feet  on  a  small  island  which 
divides  it,  and  in  the  presence  of  thousands  of  spectators 
precipitated  himself  into  the  gulf  beneath,  from  which  he 
never  re-appeared.  .Many  ladies  who  were  the  innocent 
spectators  of  his  death,  little  imagining  there  could  be  any 
risk,  as  he  had  already  made  a  similar  descent  froin  the 
<Falls  of  Niagam,  &inted  whep,  after  anxiously  awaitiiiig 
some  seconds  for  hb  re-appearance  above  the  surface  of  the 
water,  diey  at  last  discovered  by  the  shriek  of  horror  which 
arose  from  the  assembled  crowd  that  they  had  been  instru- 
mental in  the  destruction  of  a  fellow  ^creature ;  and  every 
one  regretted,  now  it  was  too  late,  that  such  an  exhiUtion 
had  been  encouraged.  The.  unfortunate  man,  being  intoxi- 
cated when  he  ascended  the  platform,  did  xiot  preserve  the 
proper  position  for  entering  the  water;  and  his  death 
.doubtless  arose  from,  the  great  shallowness  of  the  stream, 
it  being  ascertained  that  there  were  ovij  fifteen  feet  of 
water  to  resist  the  impetus  of  his  weight  falling  from  such 
a  height.  It  appears  to  signify  but  little  how  men  immor- 
talise themselves,  and  Sam  Ffttch  has  rendered  himself 
inmiortal,  at  least  in  America,  by  more  innocent  means 
than  most  of  his  ambitious  brethren.  The  scenery  about 
the  Falls  is  uninteresting,  and  but  little  worthy  of  notioe, 
though  a  large  body  of  water  forms  the  cataract.    The 
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banks  of  the  river  are  high  and  contracted,  and  covered 
with  extensive  ranges  of  mills. 

Judge  Rochester,  whose  feimily  resides  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, was  the  great  proprietor  of  the  land  upon  which  the 
town  is  built;  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  influence  in 
the  State,  and  stood  a  contest  for  governor  with  De  Witt 
Clinton.  Many  of  the  streets  are  well  laid  out,  and  con- 
tain CKcellent  buildings ;  the  arcade,  however,  in  which  is 
the  post-office,  is  but  a  second-rate  structure,  the  plan  of 
the  whole  ill  arranged,  and  making  a  poor  figure  for  so 
flourishing  a  town.  The  churches  are  superior  in  style  of 
architecture,  and  constructed  of  more  durable  materials, 
than  is  generally  the  ease  in  America.  We  attended 
divine  service  at  the  first  Presbyterian  church,  which  was 
weU  attended,  and  heard  an  excellent  sermon. 

The  cholera  being  very  prevalent  in  the  town,  we  de- 
parted on  our  route  to  the  westward  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  of  August.  In  answer  to  our  enquiries  at  the 
office  the  preceding  evening,  the  book-keeper  informed  us 
that  the  coach  would  start  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
This  being  rather  too  early  an  hour  for  some  of  the  party, 
we  agreed  to  take  an  eactra  coach,  which  can  always  be 
obtained  (there  being  no  post-chaises  in  the  country)  at 
all  the  principal  hotels.  The  book-keeper  no  sooner  heard 
this  our  detennination,  than,  being  alarmed  at  the  idea  of 
losing  so  many  passengers,  he  proffered  to  delay  the  coach 
until  after  breakfiist,  if  that  would  be  an  accommodation 
to  us.  At  half-past  dght,  accordingly,  the  heavy  vehicle 
drove  up  to  the  door,  with  the  only  seat  we  had  not  se- 
cored  occupied  by  a  retailer  of  groceries,  who,  with  the 
patience  of  Job,  had  been  awaiting  our  pleasure  for  up- 
wards of.  four  hours  and  a  half.  His  eyes  beamed  with 
evident  delight,  and  he  gave  a  kind  of  inward  chuckle  as 
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he  saw  No.  1  carpet  bag  thrown  into  the  boot;  and  not 
a  hint  did  he  drop  daring  the  whole  journey  of  the  un- 
conscionable time  we  had  delayed  him  for  the  mere  pur- 
pose of  gratifying  our  gastronomic  propensities.  For 
small  families,  the  travelling  arrangements  in  America  are 
most  inconvenient,  as  there  is  no  alternative  but  either  to 
be  crowded  with  nine  inside  passengers,  and  no  one  knows 
who,  as  companions,  or  to  be  put  to  the  heavy  expense 
of  hiring  an  extra.  The  time,  too,  at  which  the  regular 
stcye  (as  they  term  them)  arrives  at  the  place  of  its  desti- 
nation is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  uncertainty,  depending 
entirely  upon  the  number  of  passengers-— not  that  any 
delay  is  caused  by  their  additional  weight,  but  by  the 
distance  they  may  reside  from  the  direct  line  of  road ;  for 
a  coachman  will  drive  a  quarter  of  a  mile  out  of  his  way 
to  take  up  or  put  down  a  person. 

At  this  time,  travelling  amongst  the  Americans  them- 
selves was  nearly  at  a  stand  still;  every  landlord  and 
coach-proprietor  complained  bitterly  of  the  presence  of 
the  cholera,  as  having  done  them  incalculable  injury.  The 
only  people  I  met  on  the  move  for  pleasure,  during  the 
latter  part  of  my  journey,  and  through  the  infected  dis- 
tricts, were  foreigners,  to  whom  the  panic  was  a  vast  ad- 
vantage, as  there  was  not  the  usual  crowd  of  summer 
tourists^  and  I  was  never  at  a  loss  for  a  seat  in  the  coach, 
bed,  or  board,  which  would  not  have  been  the  case  in 
healthier  seasons.  Our  party  this  day  consisted  of  a  ct- 
devant  Ueutenant  of  the  British  navy,  now  a  naturalized 
American,  two  Frenchmen,  two  Englishmen,  one  Scotch- 
man, and  a  Welchman,  whom  chance  only  had  brought 
together  within  the  last  two  days. 

We  now  entered  upon  the  famous  ^*  Ridge^road,"  which 
extends  for  eighty  miles,  from  Carthage,  near  Rochester, 
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to  Lewiston  on  the  Niagara  River.  From  the  circum- 
stance of  its  running  parallel  with  Lake  Ontario,  at  the 
distance  of  six  or  eight  miles,  and  its  elevation  above  it 
being  about  100  feet,  with  a  gradual  inclination  towards 
the  water,  it  is  supposed  to  have  once  formed  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  lake,  and  to  have  been  thrown  up  by  the 
action  of  the  waves.  Being  formed  of  sand  and  fine 
gravel  pves  to  that  opinion  some  foundation;  and  that 
such  banks  can  be  formed  by  the  action  of  the  sea  is  very 
evident  upon  many  parts  of  the  English  coast.  From 
having  been  always  referred  to  the  Ridge-road,  when  I 
found  fault  with  American  highways,  I  expected  to  travel 
upon  a  perfect  level,  instead  of  upon  a  road  broken,  as  this 
is,  by  frequent  abrupt  and  deep  ravines.  From  this  time 
I  was  told  that  I  ought  to  see  one  somewhere  far  back  in 
the  west,  several  hundreds  of  miles  distant  in  the  Ohio 
country,  which  was  not  inferior  to  any  Macadamized  road 
in  Great  Britain ;  buty  as  my  curiosity  never  carried  me  so 
far  away  from  the  Atlantic  as  the  Alleghany  Mountains, 
I  can  only  speak  of  those  highways  over  which  I  did  travel^ 
not  one  of  which  would  have  escaped  an  indictment  in 
the  old  coimtry.  In  some  States,  ^as  in  New  York  and 
Connecticut,  turnpikes  are  firequent;  but  this  collection  of 
tolls  did  not  tend  visibly  to  the  improvement  of  the  roads. 
The  gate  is  generally  formed  of  a  hurdle,  or  a  long  narrow 
frame  with  niunerous  vertical  bars,  which  is  drawn  up  in 
the  manner  of  a  portcullis  by  ropes  into  a  roof  built  across 
the  road,-imtil  the  traveller  has  passed. 

There  is  no  attraction  in  the  scenery  to  lead  a  person 
upon  the  Ridge-road,  being  carried  through  a  fiat  and  un- 
^interesting  country,  with  only  a  narrow  strip,  never  exceed- 
ing a  mile  in  width,  redeemed  firom  the  surrounding  forest. 
In  no  part  of  our  journey  were  the  waters  of  the  lake 
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yimble,  though  but  so  feiw  miles  distant.  SettlementSy 
however,  are  forming  rapidly,  and,  from  the  clouds  of 
smoke  which  hung  over  various  parts  of  the  forest,  it 
may  safely  be  predicted  that  not  many  years  will  eliq)se 
before  the  thick  veil  will  be  withdrawn.  Three  miles 
from  Lockport,  we  left  the  Ridge,  and  entered  upon  a 
rough,  shaking,  ^^  corduroy"  road,  a  new  species  of  raU-- 
way  they  might  call  it,  being  formed  entirely  of  split 
trees  and  rails  laid  across  the  road,  without  any  regard  to 
level  or  disproportion  of  size,  and  a  most  sovereign  con- 
tempt for  any  thing  Uke  repairs.  Such  a  wretched  apology 
for  a  highway  ought  to  have  immortalized  its  inventor's 
name,  in  place  of  being  called  after  the  coarse  doth  which 
it  resembles  in  grain.  The  man,  at  least,  deserved  a  patent 
for  having  discovered  a  most  excruciating  mode  of  dislo- 
cating bones,  and  an  easy  method  of  breaking  the  axle* 
trees  of  carriages,  combined.  We  proceeded  at  a  marvel- 
lously uncomfortable,  slow,  foot  pace  over  thb  corduroy, 
until,  crosfling  the  Erie  Canal,  we  entered  the  village  of 
Lockport,  which,  like  Rochester,  or  most  places  on  that 
line  of  communication,  has  sprung  up  in  almost  a  day. 
The  greater  part  of  the  village  is  situated  on  the  summit  of 
a  hill,  over  which  the  canal  is  carried  by  means  of  five 
locks,  each  containing  16  feet  water,  and  raising  a  boat  12 
feet.  As  the  ascent  of  a  boat  through  such  a  succession 
of  them  would  much  delay  those  on  the  point  of  descend- 
ing, both  loss  of  time  and  confusion  have  been  avoided  by 
having  a  double  row  of  locks,  aide  by  side.  These  being 
principally  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock,  and  well  finished  off 
with  substantial  masonry  and  iron-railings,  may,  with  the 
great  embankment  over  the  Irondequoit  Creek,  be  con- 
sidered the  most  arduous  undertaking  between  Buffalo  and 
Albany.    After  having  surmounted  the  locks,  the  excava- 
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tion  through  the  solid  rock  extends  for  upwards  of  two 
miles.  The  surplus  water  of  the  canal  supplies  several 
mills  with  a  powerful  stream,  one,  too,  which  will  never 
&aif  the  canal  itself  being  fed  by  lake  Erie.  The  mills 
return  the  water  to  the  canal  i^n  below  the  locks,  and 
the  clear  current,  which  flows  at  about  a  mile  per  hour, 
renders  the  Erie  Canal  very  different  in  appearance  from 
our  muddy  ^works  of  the  same  description  in  England, 
which  are  so  often  unnavigable,  froth  a  scarcity  of  water  in 
the  reservoirs.  There  is  a  singularly  constructed  wooden 
bridge,  composed  of  a  series  of  platforms  of  open  frame- 
work, one  above  the  other,  below  the  basin  at  the  foot  of 
the  locks.  It  extends  over  the  canal  from  one  side  of  the 
nmne  to  the  other,  at  not  a  less  height  than  80  feet  from  its 
foundation,  and  60  above  the  level  of  the  water,  and  at  a 
length  of  about  300  feet. 

Having  visited  all  the  objects  of  curiosity  in  the  village, 
not  excepting  the  saw-mills,  we  took  the  packet-boat  at  a 
quarter  to  eleven  o'clock,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  more  had 
passed  through  the  locks.  A  fine^  dear,  full  moon,  ren-* 
dered  the  numerous  lamps  about  those  works  quite  useless, 
but  its  charms  were  not  sufficiently  powerful  to  induce  us 
to  expose  ourselves  to  the  night-air  and  heavy  dew,  by 
remaining  on  deck  until^  the  boat  had  emerged  from  the 
excavation  of  the  mountain  ridge. 

At  daylight,  on  the  14th,  we  passed  through  the  Tonne- 
wanta  Creek,  up  which  the  canal  had  taken  its  course  for 
several  miles;  and  by  seven  o'clock  arrived  at  the  village 
of  Black  Rock,  where  it  enters  the  harbour  formed  for 
vessels  trading  upon  Lake  Erie.  In  company  with  another 
gentleman,  I  left  the  boat  a  mUe  below  the  viUage,  and 
walked  leisurely  along  the  towing-path,  diverging  from  it 
at  Black  Rock,  and  passing  through  the  principal  street. 
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Being  on  tlie  firontier,  it  suffered  during  the  barbarous 
and  retaliatory  warfiure  of  1812,  but  has  again  sprung  up 
into  a  moderately-sized  place,  schooners  and  small  brigs 
being  built  there  for  the  navigation  of  the  lakes.  The 
canal  keeps  along  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  town  of 
Buffalo,  three  miles  distant,  where  it  communicates  with 
Lake  Erie,  having  passed  through  an  extent  of  country 
from  its  entrance  to  the  Hudson  not  less  than  363  miles. 

Buffalo  is  a  thriving,  bustling  town,  handsomely  and  well 
built,  and  daily  increasing  in  number  of  inhabitants.  It 
was  supposed  to  have  received  its  death-blow  during  the 
last  war,  but  one  house  escaping  the  conflagration;  it 
rallied  again,  however,  upon  the  laying  out  of  the  canal, 
and  has  now  a  population  of  about  8000,  and  ere  long 
promises  to  outstrip  Rochester  itself.  Its  situation, 
though  having  one  front  upon  the  lake,  is  far  from  agree- 
able, the  surrounding  country  being  flat  and  uncultivated. 
So  low  indeed  is  some  part  of  the  town  that  heavy  wes- 
terly gales  raise  such  a  swell  on  this  vast  inland  sea  as  to 
cause  a  considerable  inundation,  frequently  proving  de- 
structive to  the  property  on  the  margin  of  the  water. 

During  the  morning  we  visited  the  Seneca  tribe  of  In- 
dians, who,  to  the  amount  of  700  or  800,  possess  a  large 
tract  of  land  of  an  irr^^ar  form,  but  containing  about 
100  square  miles,  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  town,  upon  which 
their  frums  and  woods  closely  veige.  The  school  in  the 
mission-house,  four  miles  from  Buffalo,  is  an  object  of 
great  interest.  It  consists  of  fit>m  thirty  to  thirty-five 
boys  and  girls,  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  fourteen,  the 
greater  portion  of  whom  are  maintained  at  the  mission- 
house  by  the  Society,  the  parents  scarcely  contributing 
any  thing  towards  their  support.  The  instructress  in- 
formed us  that  some  of  them  now  and  then  brought  a  few 
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provisions  and  some  clothing,  but  nothing  more.  We 
heard  the  first  class  read  tihe  nineteenth  chapter  of  St. 
Matthew,  without  any  previous  study,  each  scholar  (there 
being  eight  in  tihe  class)  reading  two  verses  until  the 
chapter  was  concluded,  afterwards  spelling  and  defining 
the  most  difficult  words  in  it,  in  a  manner  which  would 
have  reflected  great  credit  upon  EngUsh  children  of  the 
same  age.  Their  mistress  said  that  she  invariably  found 
them  intelligent,  willing,  and  apt  to  learn ;  but  tiheir  coun- 
tenances appeared  to  me  very  heavy,  and  far  firom  being 
indicative  of  sense.  They  are  allowed  to  converse  with 
each  otiher  in  the  English  language  only,  and  have  been 
christened  after  the  most  approved  American  manner. 
In  the  first  class,  there  were  Phoebe,  Letitia,  Maria,  and 
other  awkward  creatures,  with  similar  romantic  names; 
and  two  clumsy-looking  lads,  of  fourteen  years  of  age, 
with  faces  as  round  and  flat  as  a  Cheshire  cheese,  were 
known  as  James  and  Edward,  though  I  should  imagine 
their  distinctive  titles  amongst  tihe  tribe  would  be  ''  Sleepy- 
eye,''  and  **  Owl."  The  mission  has  been  established  nine 
years ;  and,  though  there  are  but  fifty  church-going  people 
amongst  the  tribe,  yet  it  is  equally  divided  between  the 
Christians  and  worshippers  of  the  Oreat  Spirit,  the  latter 
of  whom  are  steady  opposers  of  the  mission  and  will 
never  cross  the  threshold  of  the  house.  The  tribe  (which 
since  the  death  of  their  celebrated  warrior,  '*  Red  Jacket," 
has  been  governed  by  a  kind  of  oligarchy  of  chiefs)  is  di- 
vided, according  to  their  religion,  into  two  distinct  parties, 
which,  though  associating  but  little,  yet  live  upon  good 
terms  with  each  other,  having  the  same  influence  and  an 
equal  voice  in  the  councils  and  management  of  the  public 
affairs.  All  the  Reservation  is  common  property ;  but,  if 
any  individual  ears  and  encloses  a  tract  for  the  purposes  of 
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cultiyationy  no  one  can  interfere  with  that  fiirm  so  long  as 
he  tills  the  ground ;  for  the  time  being,  it  is  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  his  own.  Many  of  the  tribe  are  honest,  in- 
dustrious farmers ;  we  saw  several  of  them  with  their  squaws 
riding  to  town  on  horseback,  and  in  the  conmion  American 
carriole,  or  carry  all.  But  the  majority  are  indolent  and  in- 
temperate, sui£fering  much  in  winter  for  want  of  clothing 
and  provisions,  and  being  generally  supplied  with  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  by  their  richer  and  more  sensible  brethren, 
some  of  whom,  even  were  they  of  the  "  pale  feces," 
would  be  considered  men  of  small  but  independent  for- 
tune. 

The  Church,  situated  near  the  Mission-house,  is  a  neat 
wooden  edifice,  with  accommodation  for  about  250  persons. 
The  psalms  and  prayers  are  printed  on  one  page  of  the 
book  in  tihe  Seneca  and  on  the  opposite  in  the  English 
language.  The  members  of  the  church  marry  according  to 
the  established  forms. 

We  now  proceeded  to  a  house  in  the  village  (which  is 
scattered  widely  over  the  country),  for  the  purpose  of 
making  some  enquiries  respecting  their  treatment  of  the 
cholera,  which  had  already  appeared  with  fatal  effects 
amongst  many  of  the  Indian  tribes.  A  party,  amongst 
whom  were  several  womien,  were  sitting  at  the  door  busily 
employed  in  picking  greens  for  dinner,  despite  the  greiU; 
outcry  raised  against  vegetables  at  this  time.  The  females, 
upon  our  approach,  immediately  rising,  entered  the  house, 
while  I  entered  into  conversation  with  a  heavy,  dull-look- 
ing man.  He  spoke  English,  and  was  a  thorough  Yankee, 
guessing  I  came  from  the  East,  and  reckoning  that  it 
was  considerable  sickly  in  New  York.  When  I  came  to 
the  point,  however,  and  wished  to  discover  the  cholera 
remedy,  he  referred  me  to  a  fine,  Roman-nosed,  curly-headed 
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man^  who  did  not  understand  English,  and  put  my  ques- 
tions as  an  interpreter  to  him.  This  man  pointed  out 
some  herbs  which  grew  wild  in  every  direction,  saying 
that  they  boiled  and  then  administered  them  as  a  broth 
to  the  patient,  wrapping  him  afterwards  in  blankets,  and 
producing  great  artificial  heat  in  his  body  by  means  of  hot 
stones,  &c.  This  treatment  had  met  with  wonderful  suc- 
cess, there  being  only  eleven  deaths  out  of  one  hundred 
cases,  a  much  greater  proportion  of  recoveries  than 
amongst  the  ''  pale  faces."  I  tasted  the  herbs,  and  found 
one  to  be  the  wild  camomile ;  the  other  was  hot  and  pun- 
gent to  the  taste,  and  fiery  "as  Cayenne  pepper.  The 
houses  in  the  village  were  similar  to  those  of  the  Ameri- 
can labouring  class,  and  the  ''  Indian  Hotel "  was  quite  a 
respectable-looking  edifice,  and  doubtless  well  attended. 
As  in  many  other  instances,  I  had  formed  very  enroneous 
ideas  of  the  personal  appearance  of  the  red  men  of  the 
woods,  imagining  them  to  be  noble-looking  warriors,  of 
fine  stature,  with  countenances  of  the  Grecian  or  Roman 
cast;  but  I  found  them  more  like  tihe  dark  and  vengefiil 
Malay.  A  French  gentleman,  one  of  my  fellow-travellers, 
had  evidently  formed  a  similar  opinion ;  for  when  I  pointed 
out  to  him  a  female  of  the  tribe,  who,  with  her  papoose 
(infant)  slung  across  her  shoulders,  and  in  her  person 
resembling  a  moving  bundle  of  old  clothes,  was  walking 
past  the  hotel  in  Buflhlo,  he  enquired  with  the  greatest 
nmveU  to  what  sex  the  person  belonged,  and,  upon  my  in- 
forming him,  exdaimed,  raising  his  hands  with  astonish- 
ment, ^^  Oh !  la  malheureuse !  I9  malheureuse !  " 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


Or  under  shadow  of  the  cataract. 

With  deep  and  dread  delight. 

Stand  where  Niagara's  flood  wears  down  the  mountain  tract. 

SOTHPBT. 

LXX. 
And  mounts  in  spray  the  skies,  and  thence  again 
Returns  in  an  unceasing  shower,  which  round, 
With  its  unemptied  cloud  of  gentle  rain. 
Is  an  eternal  April  to  the  ground. 
Making  it  all  one  emerald  : — how  profound 
The  gulf!  and  how  the  giant  element 
From  rock  to  rock  leaps  with  delirious  bound, 
Crushmg  the  cliffs,  which,  downward  worn  and  rent 
With  his  fierce  footsteps,  yield  in  chasms  a  fearful  vent. 

LXXI. 

To  the  broad  column  which  rolls  on,        '        * 

•        •••••••• 

Childb  Harold.  Cant  ir. 


In  the  evening,  taking  a  carriage,  we  drove  to  Black  Rock, 
and,  crossing  the  violent  stream  of  the  Niagara  to  the  little 
hamlet  of  Waterloo  by  a  horse-ferry,  stepped  ashore  into 
our  own  good  king^s  dominions.  I  really  fdt  quite  at 
home  again,  for  what  reason  I  know  not :  I  had  expe- 
rienced nothing  but  civility  and  attention  in  the  United 
States ;  yet  here  we  were  at  a  hop,  step,  and  a  jump  in 
another  land.    Every  thing  denoted  a  different  country ; 
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the  first  signs  we  saw  over  the  public-house  doors  were 
'^  the  Crown/'  ^'  the  King's  Anns,"  with  other  loyal 
superscriptions,  and  the  first  steamer  which  dashed  past 
us  was  the  ^'  Adelaide."  It  was  truly  a  relief  to  my  eyes 
after  the  many  and  various  Eagles  I  had  sojourned  at,  and 
the  divers  ^^  Citizens'  Union  Line "  steam  boats  in  which 
I  had  travelled. 

We  proceeded  down  the  Niagara  River,  which  flowing 
out  of  Lake  Erie  at  Bufialo  with  a  rapid  descent,  and 
varjring  firom  500  yards  to  two  miles  in  widtih,  empties 
itself  after  a  course  of  thirty  miles  into  Lake  Ontario  at 
Fort  George.  It  was  a  mild  and  agreeable  summer's 
evening,  and,  without  viewing  things  with  a  prejudiced  eye, 
I  certainly  never  enjoyed  a  journey  in  the  States  so  much 
as  this  one,  and  never  travelled  on  a  road,  not  excepting 
even  the  famous  Ridge-way,  to  be  compared  with  it. 
The  bridges  were  strong  and  well  built,  the  road  level  and 
firee  firom  corduroy  and  ruts,  running  the  whole  extent  of 
our  ride  parallel  to  the  river,  without  any  fence  interven- 
ing between  us  and  the  water,  but  flanked  on  the  other 
hand  by  well  cleared  and  cultivated  grounds,  and  neat  old- 
fiushioned  cottages.  Of  all  our  party,  seven  in  number, 
probably  I  did  not  the  most  enjoy  the  scene,  yet  to  me  it 
was  truly  delightful,-— one  of  those  few  which  men  are  per- 
mitted to  enjoy.  Two  hours'  drive  brought  us  to  Chippewa 
Battle  Ground,  when  I  paid  my  respects  to  the  field  by 
walking  over  it,  with  the  last  true  account  of  the  action  in 
my  hand,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  contending  armies. 
While  looking  out  for  some  mound  or  brief  mommient 
(of  which  there  was  not  even  a  single  vestige),  erected 
to  the  memory  of  the  numerous  brave  who  fell  on  the 
hard-contested  day  of  the  5  th  of  July,  1814,  I  saw  the 
light  white  cloud  of  spray  rising  firom  the  Falls  of  Niagara, 
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beautdfiilly  gilded  by  the  declining  sun.  Battle  Grround, 
King's  Arms^  and  well-cleared  country,  were  alike  for- 
gotten, and,  tihrowing  myself  into  the  carriage,  I  leaned 
back,  keeping  my  eyes  as  intently  fixed  upon  the  white 
pillar  of  spray  as  the  Mussulman  does  his  penetrating 
gaze  upon  the  new  moon.  Twenty  minutes  more  took  us 
past  the  bold  and  beautiful  Rapids  to  the  Pavilion  Hotel. 
My  French  friends,  true  to  their  national  feature,  were 
noisy  in  exdamation  and  other  tokens  of  surprise,  joy,  and 
astonishment;  the  English,  characteristic  of  their  ooun* 
try,  spoke  not  a  word;  but,  not  the  less  feeling  the  beau- 
ties of  the  prospect,  gazed  on  the  magnificent  scene  in 
silent  admiration.  As  I  could  almost  pardon  the  Ftoiee 
for  adoring  so  splendid  a  phenomenon  as  the  rising  sun  in 
all  its  eastern  glory,  so  could  I  excuse  the  red  man  of  the 
woods  for  his  devotion  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  How 
much  more  noble  a  deity  than  the  muddy,  slow,  sacred 
stream  of  the  Gkmges !  Probably  we  could  not  have  been 
introduced  to  such  a  scene  at  a  more  favourable  time;  a 
brilliant  rainbow  was  dancing  in  the  spray,  as  it  was  agi* 
tated  to  and  fro  by  the  light  evening  breeze,  and,  even 
while  we  looked  on,  the  last  rays  of  the  sun,  as  it  sunk 
below  the  horizon,  tinged  the  vapoury  mist  with  a  hue 
no  artist  could  imitate*  The  snow-white  wreaths  of  water, 
as  they  rushed  over  the  broad  ledges  of  rodk  with  furious 
violence,  for  a  mile  above  the  Falls,  contrasted  with  the 
dark  blue  surfiMse  of  the  still  calm  current  above,  and  the 
vivid  green  sheet  as  it  shot  forth  from  its  dark  bed  over 
the  tremendous  precipice  into  the  foaming  abyss  below, 
presented  a  scene  which  it  is  the  good  fortune  of  but  few 
to  see,  of  still  fewer  to  appreciate^  and  which  none  caai 
weU  describe.  I  have  read  many  accounts  and  descrqi^ 
tions,  seen  innumerable  prints  and  sketches  of  the  Falls 
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of  Niagara;  but  not  a  single  one  ever  gave  me  the  remotest 
idea  of  their  stupendous  magnificence.  I  should  say  to 
all  those  people  who  possess  the  means  of  gratifying  their 
admiration  of  the  works  of  nature^  '^  If  you  wish  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  noblest  sight  in  the  creation,  cross  the 
Atlantic,  and,  seeing,  judge  for  yourselves." 

Towards  midnight,  when  nought  was  heard  but  the  thun- 
dering of  the  mighty  cataract,  I  walked  out  and  stood  on 
the  bank  for  some  time,  looking  at  the  awfully  grand  scene 
benealih  me,  which  is  equally  sublime  when  viewed  by  the 
sofib  and  silvery  but  indistinct  light  of  the  moon  as  during 
the  brighter  rays  of  the  meridian  sun,  and  is  certainly 
more  calculated  in  the  former  case  to  inspire  a  feeling  of 
awe.  Upon  me  the  scene  made  a  deep  and  lasting  im* 
pression.  Retiring  to  my  bed,  I  dreamed  of  strange  events, 
of  vast  waters  rushing  through  my  ears,  of  drowning 
people,  of  leaping  fearful  cataracts,  and  such  a  dreadful 
medley  of  perils  by  flood  and  field  tihat  I  was  well  pleased 
to  find  myself,  at  break  of  day,  snugly  and  safely  lodged  in 
a  warm  bed  and  secure  house. 

After  breakfast  the  following  morning  I  walked  out  to 
explore  the  Falls  more  mmutely,  the  preceding  evening 
having  afforded  but  a  superficial  view  of  them ;  and,  pro- 
ceeding a  few  paces  from  the  hotel,  I  arrived  at  a  zig-zag 
path,  which  led  down  the  steep  and  wooded  bank  to  the 
level  of  the  river  above  tiie  Falls,  which  is  about  150  or 
200  feet  below  the  surfiice  of  the  surrounding  country. 
The  river's  banks  are  between  15  and  20  feet  high,  from 
Buffalo  to  the  village  of  Chippewa,  when  the  rapids  com- 
mence and  pass  over  a  series  of  falls  with  a  declination  of 
60  feet  in  a  mile,  until  they  reach  the  grand  cataract, 
where  the  perpendicular  descent  on  the  Canada  side  is 
158,  and  on  the  American  164  feet.    An  island  of  conyi- 
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derable  extent  divides  the  river  into  unequal  portions, 
the  Canada  or  Horse-shoe  Fall  (so  called  from  its  shape) 
being  1,800  feet  in  length,  and  the  American  but  900. 
The  river,  for  some  distance  before  arriving  at  this  spot, 
takes  an  easterly  direction,  when,  the  Falls  being  passed, 
it  suddenly  diverges  at  right  angles  and  pursues  a  north- 
erly course  towards   Lake  Ontario.     The  formation   of 
the  Horse-shoe  can  be  very  naturally  accounted  for  by 
the  greatest  rush  of  water  being  in  the  centre   of  the 
river,  and  by  attrition  wearing  away  the  rock,   so  that 
the  Falls  are  slowly  retiring  towards  Lake  Elrie.     In  pro- 
cess of  time,  some  10,000  years  hence  I  suppose,  by  a 
moderate  calculation,  the  upper  lake  will  be  drained,  and 
a  succession  of  rapids  only  will  intervene  between  Huron 
and  Ontario.     The  last  time  any  quantity  of  rock  gave 
way  was  about  two  years  since,  when  nearly  a  quarter  of 
an  acre  fell  from  the  centre  of  the  Horse-shoe,  with  such 
a  tremendous  crash  as  very  sensibly  to  affect  the  ground 
upon  which  the  hotel  stands,  and  the  cottages  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity.     Neither  the  heavy  autumnal  floods,  the 
melting  of  the  winter's  snow,  nor  breaking  up  of  the  ice, 
make  any  sensible  difference  in  the  colour  or  quantity  of 
the  vast  body  of  water  which  flows  down  from  the  upper 
lakes.    To  fiJl  into  the  rapids  at  Chippewa,  or  venture 
within  a  mile  of  the  great  cataract  in  a  boat,  is  considered 
by  the  peasantry  almost  inevitable  death.     Many  instances 
are  on  record  of  men  and  boats  being  carried  over  it,  from 
attempting   to  cross  the  stream  too  rashly  within  the 
sweeping  influence  of  the  rapids.      Nevertheless  'tis  said, 
and  I  have  heard  it  gravely  asserted  by  some  people* 
(though  they  were  not  eye-witnesses  certainly),  that  an 
old  squaw  once  ran  the  gauntlet  of  both  rapids  and  fidls 
in  her  birch  canoe,  and  rising  again,  amongst  the  bubble 
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and  foam  of  the  boiling  abyss,  she  shook  her  long 
dishevelled  locks  awhile  to  discover  whereabouts  she  was, 
and  dien  swam  ashore  unscathed,  untouched !    But — 

"  Credat  Judsas  Apella, 
Nod  ego." 

She  must  have  been  one  of  the  witches  of  old,  taking  a 
bath  or  a  jaunt  in  her  sieve  for  pleasure. 
.  Had  we  but  arrived  a  few  hours  sooner,  we  should  have 
witnessed  the  destruction  of  a  schow,  which,  laden  with  a 
horse,  twelve  hogs,  two  or  three  sheep,  and  a  dozen  cords 
of  wood,  had  struck  against  the  pier,  in  making  the  en- 
trance to  the  Chippewa  Canal,  and  springing  a  leak  be- 
came unmanageable.  The  crew,  immediately  perceiving 
their  danger,  threw  tihemselves  into  their  canoe  and  ef- 
fected their  escape  ashore.  The  horse,  it  was  said  (with 
the  same  instinct  that  prompted  the  bears  who  leaped 
from  a  schooner  three  years  since,  though  it  was  intended 
they  should  pass  the  Falls  for  the  innocent  amusement  of 
some  thousands  of  American  spectators),  sprang  overboard 
and  swam  ashore.  The  vessel,  with  the  unfortunate  ani- 
mals left  to  their  fate,  was  carried  over  the  centre  of  the 
vast  Horse-shoe,  scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  wreck  ever  re- 
appearing. I  walked  for  a  mile  along  the  beach  in  search 
of  £ragments  of  the  vessel,  but  did  not  observe  any  of  its 
timbers  exceed  six  feet  in  length,  although- many  of  them 
were  nine  inches  in  thickness,  and  in  no  instance  was 
there  any  portion  of  two  planks  still  connected.  The  only 
sheep  which  appeared  again  above  water,  and  which  was 
driven  ashore  perfectly  dead  at  the  Ferry,  nearly  half  a 
mile  below  the  Falls,  was  dreadfully  mangled.  The  bones 
of  its  legs  were  broken  and  even  crushed,  as  if  they  had 
been  placed  in  a  vice ;  but  a  hog,  which  lay  near  it,  showed 
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no  outward  signs  of  injurpf,  and  only  bled  profusely  at  the 
mouth. 

The  wood  which  has  passed  the  Falls  at  various  times 
has  been  collected '  in  the  small  rooky  inlets,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  backwaters,  with  the  edges  rounded  off  per- 
fectly smooth  by  the  incessant  tossing  it  received  before  it 
floated  out  of  the  attractive  power  of  the  Falls.  Even 
the  natives  of  the  stream  do  not  appear  proof  against 
their  influence,  as  numerous  dead  fish  are  always  to  be 
found  on  the  sides  of  the  banks  near  the  Ferry. 

The  grandest  view  of  the  deep  gulf  into  which  the  river 
descends  is  from  Table  Rock,  a  large  projecting  slab  on  the 
Canadian  side,  formed  by  the  under  stratum,  which  is  of  a 
soft,  substance  being  washed  away.  Two  guides  live  within 
a  few  paces  of  it,  and  each  has  erected  an  enclosed  spiral 
stair-case,  from  his  wooden  shanty  down  the  side  of  the 
rock,  to  the  loose  shelving  bank  80  or  90  feet  beneath, 
along  which  there  is  an  easy  path  to  the  foot  of  the  cata- 
ract. Having  with  two  of  my  fellow  travellers  expressed 
a  wish  to  walk  behind  the  falling  sheet,  we  were  provided 
with  oil-skin  dresses,  having  first  divested  ourselves  of  our 
usual  apparel.  Our  new  garments  were  by  no  means  the 
most  comfortable  which  could  have  been  devised;  they 
had  been  made  for  men  of  all  sizes,  shapes,  and  dimen- 
sions, from  Daniel  Lambert  down  to  the  *^  anaiamie  vi- 
vante  ,*"  and  I  was  some  time  arranging  matters,  so  that  I 
might  have  a  chance  of  retaining  possession,  when  the 
ftuious  hurricane  shotdd  inflate  them  like  the  bags  of 
iEolus.  The  shoes  had  evidently  visited  the  water  two  or 
three  times  daily  for  the  last  half-doeen  years  at  least,  and, 
having  been  as  often  exposed  to  the  sun,  had  become 
nearly  as  hard  and  inflexible  as  sheet  iron.    To  crown  all. 
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we  had  each  a  glazed  hat,  and^thus  equipped,  we  descended 
the  staircase,  and,  gaining  the  sloping  bank,  descended  for 
70  or  80  paces  under  the  overhanging  rock,  until  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  dense  cloud  of  spray,  and  dark  semi- 
circular entrance,  when  a  council  of  war  was  held  with 
regard  to  ulterior  movements.    The  day  was  stormy,  and 
inclined  to  rain;  the  wind  blew  in  strong  gusts  up  the 
stream,  making  the  waves  to  curl  up  in  wreaths  of  foam, 
and  cast  such  a  dismal  gloom  over  every  thing  around  us 
as  to  render  the  appearance  of  our  undertaking  far  from 
inviting.    One  of  the  party  backed  out,  asserting  that  his 
lungs  were  weak,  and  a  friend  had  told  him  ^^  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  breathing  behind  the  Fall,"  so  that  he  would 
not  attempt  to  explore  the  dark  recess :  a  second  said  that 
he  '^  decidedly  would  not  go  any  farther,  that  there  was 
nothing  whatever  to  see,  and  that  mere  braggadocios  only 
went  behind,  so  that  they  might  talk  about  it  afterwards." 
I  was  thus  left  in  the  minority,  but,  as  Falstaff  says^ 
^'  Honour  pricked  me  on,"  and,  being  resolved  to  see  all 
that  was  to  be  seen,  I  boldly  told  the  guide  to  lead  the 
way,  and)  with  a  caution  to  keep  my  head  down,  we  entered 
the  thick  mist,  boring  our  way  slowly  through  it  in  the 
dark.    The  path  was  at  first  over  a  narrow  ledge  of  rock, 
only  a  few  inches  in  breadth,  and  affording  but  a  very 
insecure  footing;  the  guide  however  grasped  one  of  joiy 
hands  firmly,  while  with  the  other  I  took  hold  of  the 
rough  projections  in  the  rock.    The  wind,  which  equalled 
a  tornado,  blew  the  water  against  my  face  in  such  torrents 
that  I  could  scarcely  see;  but  I  felt  no  difficulty  in  breathing. 
After  proceeding  30  or  40  feet  behind  the  sheet  of  water, 
tihe  wind  moderating  a  Utile,  the  water  descended  in  a  more 
perpendicular  stream,  and  my  surprise  almost  amounted 
to  disappointment  when  the  guide  stopped,  and  said  we 
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had  arriyed  at  ^'  Termination  Rock."  I  scarcely  credited 
that  we  had  advanced  150  feet,  and  made  an  i^ttempt  to 
pass  the  ne  plus  vltra,  but  found  it  utterly  impracticable, 
the  rock  becoming  too  abrupt  to  afford  either  a  footing  or 
a  firm  hold  to  the  hands.  Until  this  point  the  path  is 
about  25  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  and  the  base 
of  the  curve,  between  the  great  body  of  the  falling  sheet 
and  rock,  is  about  40  feet.  The  guide  here  told  me  to 
look  up ;  but  tihe  water  dashed  with  such  impetuous  vio- 
lence against  my  fiice,  and  the  light  shone  so  dimly  through 
the  watery  medium,  that  I  made  the  experiment  but  thrice. 
WhUe  I  amused  myself  with  shouting  at  the  extent  of  my 
voice,  the  guide  was  making  the  best  use  of  his  time  in 
securing  a  quantity  of  the  eels  which  abound  amongst  tiie 
loose  stones.  I  could  scarcely,  however,  hear  myself;  so, 
despairing  of  having  any  effect  upon  the  ears  of  my  friends 
in  the  open  air,  I  rejoined  tiiem  but  a  trifle  wiser  than 
when  I  entered,  and  felt  rather  hard  pressed  for  an  answer 
to  their  of)>-repeated  enqtiiries  of  ^^  Well,  what  did  you 
see  ?"  and  their  jests  upon  my  half-drowned  appearance^ 
as  I  stumbled  over  the  stones,  pumping  the  water  out  of 
my  shoes  at  every  step,  and  my  hair  adhering  to  my  cheeks 
in  long  straight  lines.  Having  resumed , my  habiliments, 
the  following  certificate  was  handed  to  me,  so  that  here- 
after no  one  might  venture  to  doubt  my  prowess : 

''  This  may  certify  that  Mr.  Coke,  British  Army,  has 
passed  behind  the  great  falling  sheet  of  water  to  Termina- 
tion Rock.  Given  under  my  hand  at  the  office  of  the 
General  Register  of  the  names  of  visitors  at  the  Table 
Rock,  this  15th  day  of  August  1832. 

**  John  Murray." 
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And  on  the  reverse,  as  the  medallists  would  say,  the  fol- 
lowing exquisite  morceau : — 

•*  Niagara  Falls." 

The  following  was  suggested  by  paying  a  visit  to  the 
'^  Termination  Rock/'  153  feet  behind  the  great  fidling 
sheet  of  water  at  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  on  the  6th  of 
August  1828:— 

'*  Look  up !  look  up !  the  spray  is  dashing — 

Roaring  waters  foaming  sweep  ; 
O'er  our  heads  the  torrent's  clashing. 

Hurling  grandeur  down  the  steep. 

Oh,  mortal  man !  beneath  such  splendour. 

How  trifling,  empty,  vain,  and  poor! 
Prepare  then.  Sinner,  to  surrender 

All  thoughts  unhallowed  or  impure. 

Tremendous  is  the  scene  around  us ; 

Oh,  mark  how  wild  the  waters  ring ! 
Terrific  columns,  bright,  surround  us : 

Grand  are  thy  works,  O  God,  our  King. 

David  M.  Day*9  Print,  Bcfpalo. 

» 

Two  days  afterwards,  those  gentlemen  who  had  deserted 
the  cause  oh  the  previous  occasion  proposed  to  pass  in 
rear  of  the  Fall,  and,  wishing  to  ascertain  the  appearance 
of  it  in  a  clearer  state  of  tihe  atmosphere,  I  accompanied 
them,  and  was  much  gratified  with  my  second  trip.  The 
vast  curved  sheet  over  head  now  looked  beautifully  white 
and  glaring,  presenting  an  effect  similar  to  that  of  the  sun's 
rays  upon  ground  glass,  which  render  surrounding  objects 
dim,  and  is  too  dazzling  to  gaze  long  upon.  The  smiling 
green  verdure  of  the  banks,  with  the  deep  blue  sky  re- 
flected on  the  smooth  surface  of  the  river  in  tihe  distance, 
and  the  brilliancy  of  the  American  Fall,  seen  through  the 
thick  spray  at  the  entrance  of  this  watery  cavern,  formed 
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a  strange  contrast  to  the  turbulence  of  every  thing  witiiin. 
Though  there  was  scarcely  a  breath  of  air  without,  yet  the 
wind  blew  in  the  same  heavy  gusts  behind  the  Fall  as  on 
the  preceding  day,  and,  upon  our  return  to  the  atmosphere, 
we  were  pushed  out  by  the  force  of  it  so  rapidly  as  to  im- 
press those  persons  standing  without  with  the  idea  that  we 
were  escaping  as  rapidly  as  possible  from  the  Fall.  I  might 
be  said  to  be  scudding  before  it  under  bare  poles ;  for,  the 
guide's  wardrobe  being  too  scanty  for  our  party  of  four,  each 
of  us  was  under  the  necessity  of  dispensing  with  certain  por- 
tions of  the  requisite  dress ;  and  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  obtain 
only  a  pair  of  the  afore-mentioned  torturing  shoes,  a  hat 
four  inches  less  in  drcumference  than  my  head,  and  a 
short  frock  coat  of  oil-skin,  and  thus  equipped,  d  FEcassoiSy 
I  encountered  the  fury  of  the  storm.  I  should  pronounce 
the  undertaking  perfectly  safe  for  a  man  of  the  most  deU- 
cate  lungs,  and  even  for  ladies  possessed  of  moderate 
nerves :  one  of  the  latter,  with  whom  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  being  acquainted,  penetrated  as  far  as  Termination 
Rock,  and  I  believe  this  is  not  a  so]itary  instance.  Any 
one  who  can  make  up  his  mind  to  walk  out  in  a  heavy 
thunder-shower,  accompanied  by  a  stiff  gale  of  wind,  may 
as  safely  venture  in  rear  of  tihe  Falls.  With  proper  caution, 
there  is  no  real  danger ;  the  first  sight  of  the  enormous 
column  of  water,  as  it  descends  from  the  mountain  (Nia- 
gara being  derived  from  two  Indian  words  signifying 
"coming  from  above,"  or  "from  a  mountain"),  may 
raise  fears,  which,  however,  become  dissipated  on  further 
acquaintance. 

The  hotel,  and  400  acres  of  ground,  have  been  latdy 
purchased  by  a  company  (of  which,  I  believe,  the  British 
Consul  at  New  York  is  the  head),  who  purpose  founding 
a  city,  which  is  to  be  commenced  immediately,  under  the 
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name  of  the  «  City  of  the  Falls/'  or  "  Clifton"— I  forget 
which.  The  hotel,  which  is  to  be  pulled  down,  may  be 
well  spared,  without  loss  in  any  respect.  It  was  not 
only  a  dirty  and  uncomfortable  place^  but  I  felt  my 
English  blood  almost  boil  in  my  veins  when  I  found  my- 
self sitting  in  company  with  two  servant  women  at  the 
table  d'hdte,  at  the  same  time  that  their  mistress  occupied 
a  place  at  the  other  end  of  the  table.  I  could  have  very 
well  accommodated  myself  to  such  neighbours  in  the* 
States,  but  never  expected  to  have  found  the  levelling 
system  introduced  into  the  British  provinces  to  such  an 
extent.  After  being  exposed  to  it  during  every  meal  for 
three  days,  I  crossed  the  river  to  dine  at  the  American 
village,  where  the  hotel  was  much  more  comfortable,  and 
kept  by  no  less  a  personage  than  a  general.  This,  how- 
ever, was  no  novelty;  for  in  such  a  nursery  for  militias, 
volunteers,  and  citizen  guardsmen,  as  the  States,  a  man 
need  not  think  himself  in  the  slightest  degree  honoured  by 
being  waited  upon  by  a  general  officer. 

The  company  of  speculators  intend  erecting  grist-mills, 
store-houses,  saw-mills,  and  all  other  kinds  of  unomamental 
buildings,  entertaining  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  living 
to  see  a  very  populous  city.  The  die  then  is  cast,  and  the 
beautiful  scenery  about  the  Falls  is  doomed  to  be  destroyed. 
Tear  after  year  will  it  become  less  and  less  attractive. 
Even  at  this  time  they  were  surveying  and  allotting,  and 
proprietors  were  planning  one  front  of  their  house  upon 
the  Falls,  the  other  upon  Lundy's  Lane,  and  meditating 
the  levelling  some  of  the  rock,  so  as  to  form  a  pretty  little 
flower-garden.  It  would  not  much  surprise  me  to  hear, 
before  many  years  have  elapsed,  that  a  suspension  bridge 
has  been  thrown  across  the  grand  Horse-shoe  to  Ooat 
Island,  so  that  the  good  people  of  Clifton  may  be  the 
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better  enabled  to  watch  the  pyramidical  bubbles  of  air 
rising  from  the  foot  of  the  cataract.  Tis  a  pity  that  such 
ground  was  not  resenred  as  sacred  in  perpetuum;  that 
the  forest  trees  were  not  allowed  to  luxuriate  in  all  their 
wild  and  savage  beauty  about  a  spot  where  the  works  of 
man  will  ever  appear  paltry,  and  can  never  be  in  accord- 
ance. For  my  own  part,  most  sincerely  do  I  congratulate 
myself  upon  havingj  viewed  the  scene  before  such  pro- 
fiuiation  had  taken'plaoe.  ^The  small  manufiusturing  town 
of  Manchester  (what  a  romantic  name  and  what  associ- 
ations!), upon  the  American  Bank,  at  present  detracts 
nothing  from  the  charm  of  the  place,  the  neat  white-washed 
houses  being  interspersed  with  trees  and  gardens;  but 
when  once  the  red  and  yellow  painted  stores,  with  their 
green  Venetian  bUnds,  tin  roofs,  and  huge  smoking  chim- 
neys arise,  farewell  to  a  great  portion  of  the  attraction 
Niagara  now  possesses. 

A  ferry-boat,  half  a  mile  below  the  Canadian  Fall, 
crosses  to  Manchester,  landing  the  passengers  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  American  one,  where  the  water  is  precipitiated 
over  a  flat  perpendicular  rock  300  yards  in  breadth.  The 
prosperity  of  this  village  has  been  much  retarded  by  two 
causes,  one  from  its  liability  to  destruction,  being  a  fron- 
tier settlement;  and  the  other — ^by  no  means  an  uncommon 
cause  in  die  United  States, — ^the  extravagant  price  de- 
manded by  an  individual,  the  great  proprietor,  for  a  grant 
of  the  water  privileges  allowed  by  the  Rapids.  Two  or 
three  hundred  yards  from  the  bank  above  die  Ferry,  and 
at  the  entrance  to  the  village,  a  wooden  bridge  has  been 
thrown  over  the  Rapids  to  a  small  island  on  which  diere  is 
a  paper  mill,  and  connected  with  Goat  Island,  which  is  of 
considerable  extent,  and  divides  .the  two  falls.  Truly  the 
men  who  were  employed^in  the  erection  of  diis  bridge 
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must  have  been  in  full  possession  of  Horace's  iEs  iripkxj 
for  a  more  perilous  situation  could  scarcely  be  imagined. 
A  slip  of  a  workman's  foot  would  precipitate  him  into 
the  Rapids,  whence  he  would  pass  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning  over  the  Falls.  It  was  constructed  at  the 
expense  of  General  Porter,  an  American  officer  of  distinc- 
tion, during  the  late  -war,  and  appears  strong  and  firmly 
situated.  The  piers  are  of  loose  stones,  confined  together 
by  a  wooden  firame  or  box,  and  the  floor  of  planks  twelve 
feet  in  width.  There  was  one  erected  previously  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  island,  and  out  of  the  great  power  of  the 
Rapids,  but  it  was  continually  subject  to  injury  from  the 
drift-ice,  whereas  in  its  present  situation  the  Rapids  render 
the  ice  harmless,  by  breaking  it  before  it  arrives  so  low  as 
the  bridge.  Goat  Island  is  thickly  covered  with  trees ;  but 
a  road  has  been  formed  roimd  it,  and  across  it,  to  a  posi- 
tion on  the  opposite  side,  from  which  the  Canadian  Fall  is 
seen  to  great  advantage.  Another  platform  (for  it  can 
scarcely  be  called  a  bridge)  has  been  constructed  upon  some 
detached  masses  of  stone,  called  the  Terrapin  Rocks, 
which  extend  into  the  stream  nearly  300  feet,  and  to  the 
very  verge  of- the  cataract.  The  platform  projects  12  or 
15  feet  beyond  the  last  rock,  so  that  a  person  standing  at 
the  end  can  look  down  into  the  foaming  abyss.  The  situa- 
tion apparently  is  not  a  very  secure  one,  for  the  end  is 
utterly  unsupported,  being  merely  upheld  by  the  superior 
weight  of  the  timber  upon  the  last  natural  pier.  A  lai^e 
party  of  us  walked  to  the  outer  extremity ;  but  observing 
upon  what  a  slight  thread  we  were  trusting  ourselves,  and 
the  idea  of  the  stage  being  overbalanced  by  our  weight, 
and  launching  us  all  into  the  cataract  and  the  next  world, 
occurring  to  our  minds,  we  soon  retreated  to  a  more  secure 
position. 
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It  has  been  estimated  that  upwards  of  100,000,000  of 
tons  of  water  pass  the  Falls  in  an  hour,  of  which  at  least 
two-thirds  fall  over  the  Horse-idioe.  The  centre  of  this 
Fall  is  particularly  grand,  the  water  fiaiUing  in  so  thick  a 
body  that  it  descends  nearly  50  feet  in  an  unbroken  sheet 
of  the  most  vivid  green.  At  the  upper  edge,  where  it 
begins  to  descend,  the  dark  thin  ledge  of  rook  over  which 
it  is  precipitated  is  distinctly  visible^  and  gives  the  water 
in  that  part  a  beautiful  and  deep  blue  tinge.  The  noise  of 
the  Falls  is  not  near  so  stunning  or  so  loud  as  the  descent 
of  so  large  a  quantity  of  water  might  be  supposed  to  pro- 
duce.. Some  writer  (Captain  Hall,  I  believe)  has  compared 
it  to  that  of  the  surf  at  Madras ;  the  aimikrity  of  sound 
struck  me,  but  I  thought  the  roar  of  the  waves*  breaking 
upon  the  sandy  beach,  even  in  moderate  weather,  much 
greater  than  that  of  Niagara.  .  I  have  heard  the  fidrmer  in 
cafan  evenings  at  the  cantonment  of  PoonamaHee,  a  dt8<* 
tance  of  fourteen  miles ;  but  the  latter  was  very  indistinct 
at  nine  or  ten.  My  bed-room  at  the  hotel  was  only  400 
yards  distant  from  the  river,  and  I  thought  the  noise  of 
the  Falls,  at  night,  much  resemUed  that  of  boisterooA  and 
windy  weather,  and  just  sufficient  for  produoing  a  moat 
soporific  effect  upon  me.  Frequentiy  I  sat  down  upon  the 
banks  of  the  stream  witii  my  eyes  dosed,  ricking  my  brain 
in  vain  to  discover  what  the  sound  of  the  cataract  did 
really  resemble.  When  the  wind  was  blowing  firom  the 
Falls  towards  me  at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  it  was  Kke 
that  of  a  vast  quantity  of  flour-mills  at  work,  or  huge 
manufactories  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  And  tiien  it 
appeared  as  if  numerous  carriages  were  driving  at  a  fiirious 
rate  along  the  road,  and  more  than  once  I  started  up  on 
my  feet  to  ascertain  who  were  coming.  At  times  the  noise 
would  rise  and  fiedl  as  if  the  water  were  affected  by  some 


A    »UBALTBRN^S    FtTRLOUGH.  307 

gust  of  wind  or  a  beary  swell ;  the  next  moment  the 
soimd  of  machinery,  end  again  the  surf  at  Madras,  would 
appear  before  me,  and  not  unfrequently  it  would  resemble 
the  sound  of  a  oommon  waterfall,  with  which,  probably, 
every  one  is  well  acquainted,  but  which  almost  any  one 
would  find  it  difficult  to  describe.  Aldiov^h  Patch,  of  ML- 
leaping  celebrity,  has  generally  the  credit  of  leaping  these 
Fails,  he  is  entitled  only  to  that  of  having  descended  from 
a  platform  at  an  elevation  of  IM  ieet  near  the  staircase 
upon  Goat  Island  into  a  backwotar  of  the  river. 

l^ere  is  a  spring  ujEuier  tibe  bank,  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  edge  of  the  Rapids  a  mile  above  the  Falls,  the  water 
of  which'  emits  gas  in  sudi  quantity  as  to  flame  out  to 
the  height- of  three  feet  when  a  light  is  applied.  A  small 
wooden  building  has  been  onected  over  it,  and,  upon  open- 
ioEig  the  door,  there  is  a  powerful  rush  of  air,  not  very 
agreeable  to  the  nasal  organs  of  the  visitor.  The  water 
boils  up  out  of  the  grotmd  into  a  bairel,  where  there  is  a 
tube  eighteen  inches  in.lei^h,  to  the  end  of  which  the 
light"  is  applied*  The  boy  who  makes  a  Uvehhood  by 
shoEwing  it  took-  the  barrel  \Mp  afterwards,  to  prove  that 
no  ideeeitiwas  pxfu^tised,  and  tried  the  experiment  upon 
the  watpr,  wfaich;biL2S]?edifiir,hBlf  a  minui»and  liien  expived. 
V1ieos|Mi^knDdiQEeqprkigs.  are<  vHty*  oommon  along  Ae 
shIbII  lakte'  waA  'tear  the  vilhge  of  Ganxndaigua  in  the 
State  of  ]>iew^  York. 

Being  Jbent'  upon  seeing  all  the  lions  at  Niagara^  we 
encpdred  whe^'  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  worth  seeing,  and,  hearing  of  a 
place  having  the.  awful  designation  of  the  Devil's  Hoic^we 
procured  m  guide;,  and  after  a  hot  walk  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  arrived  at  a  turn  of  the  rimr.  By  dint  of  hard 
scrambling,  and  lowering  ourselves  by  the  roots  of  trees, 
we  succeeded  in  gaining  the  foot  of  the  steep  bank,  when 

X  2 
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we  stood  before  this  tnodem  entrance  into  Fluto*s  domi- 
nions,  expecting  that  ve  should  find  an  equal  to  the  far-&med 
one  in  the  Peak  of  Derbyshire^ — ^that  we  should  be  wafted 
over,  subterraneous  rivers,  behalf  or  probably  wholly,  stifled 
by  the  foul  air,  and  encounter  various  dens  of  rattlesnakes^ 
or  receive  the  hug  firatemal  from  a  party  of  bears*  The 
guide,  saying,  ^^  Follow  me,"  crept  forwards  on  his  handa 
and  knees  into  the  dark  and  narrow  chasm,  with  the  rest 
of  the  party  close  in  his  rear.  After  proceeding  for  a  few 
feet,  we  were  brought  to  a  dead  halt,  and  found  ourselves 
in  a  small  cave  of  about  20  feet  square  and  5  or  6  in  height; 
but  in  no  part  could  any  one  of  us  stand  upright.  One  of 
the  party  asked,  in  a  melancholy  tone,  if  that  was  aU;  and, 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  we  made  up  for  the 
disappointment  of  not  visiting  the  infernal  regions  by 
making  the  cave  re-echo  with  our  peals  c^  laughter,  and 
returned  to  the  hotel,  despatching  half  a  docsen  new  sights 
seekers  to  visit  the  Devil's  Hole. 

The  Field  of  Battle  of  Limdy's  Lane  is  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  small  village  one  mile  firom  the  Falls,  and  wa»  the 
scene  of  the  hardest  contested  action  during  the  late  war. 
A  burial  ground  has  been  formed  and  a  church  is  in  medi- 
tation upon  the  rising  eminence  where  the  British  artUlery 
was  posted,  and  where  the  bodies  of  those  who  feU  were 
buried.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  field  was  pur- 
chased  after  the  conchxsion  of  the  peace  by  an  officer  who 
was  present  in  the  action,  and  who  now  resides  there. 

The  whole  of  this  part  of  the  frontier  is  a  fine  and  fertite 
country;  but,  owing  to  its  long  settlement  and  sad  mis^ 

mamigement,  the  soil  has  become  nearly  exhausted.  I  did 
not  see  any  part  of  America  which  I  shouH  prefer  as  a 

remdenc^  to  that  which  lies  between  Lakes  Erie  and  On- 
It  ,s  much  sought  after  by  retired  officers,  and  the 
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better  class  of  emigrants.  The  majority  of  the  company 
at  the  hotel  during  my  stay  there  consisted  of  families 
lately  arrived,  who  were  making  piirchases  in  the  vicinity. 
If  the  setder  seek  society,  he  may  meet  a  continued 
stream  of  his  countrymen  on  their  pilgrimage  to  the  most 
stupendous  natural  curiosity  in  the  world;  and,  if  he  wish 
retirement,  he  may  have  it  in  perfection,  for  the  attention 
of  all  travellers  is  so  entirely  engrossed  by  the  one  grand 
object  that  they  trouble  not  themselves  with  making 
visits,  or  intruding  upon  those  who  have  settled  down 
within  hearing  of  the  roar  of  the  cataract. 

Every  one  with  whom  I  had  previously  conversed  npon 
t)ie  subject  most  careftilly  impressed  upon  me  that  I 
should  be  disappointed  with  the  Falls.  Like  a  good 
philosopher,  therefore,  I  had  prepared  myself  to  meet  the 
disappointment  with  calmness  and  resignation,  recalling 
to  my  mind  aH  the  penny  prints  I  had  seen  in  my  child- 
hood, representing  the  pine  tops,  the  bare  rocks  witih  a 
soKtary  goat  or  an  Indian  perched  upon  a  promontory,  and 
a  smooth  sheet  of  water  rolKng  over  the  side  of  the  said 
rock.  The  result  was  that  I  gazed  upon  them  hour  after 
hour,  in  the  bright  glare  of  the  noon -day  sun,  the  soft 
light  of  the  moon,  the  sombre  haze  of  the  storm,  the  mild 
and  lovely  serenity  of  a  summer's  eve,  with  renewed  and 
increasing  admiration.  I  condemned  those  who  had  told 
me  I  should  be  disappointed  as  having  no  taste,  and  found 
fault  with  every  living  and  dead  author  for  not  having  suf- 
ficiently praised  them.  But  I  soon  discovered  that  I  could 
not  succeed  any  better  in  description  than  in  delineation  of 
the  scenery  upon  which  the  ftdl  power  of  my  poor  pencil 
was  in  vain  bestowed,  and  all  my  labour  was  lost  in  at^ 
tempting  to  give  a  representation  which  might  impart  to 
my  friends  some  fidnt  idea  of  the  stupendous  grandeur  of 
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the  scene.  The  more  a  person  gases  upon  the  Falls, 
the  more  he  admires  them.  New  beauties  appear  mth 
every  change  of  wind  and  every  passing  doud.  In  a 
damp  and  cabn  atmosqphere,  when  the  spvay  ascends  like 
a  dense  fog  to  the  height  of  500  or  600  feet,  and  mingles 
with  the  clouds,  the  scene  differs  more  than  one  who  has 
not  witnessed  it  can  imagine,  from  the  ajqpearanee  on  a 
clear,  son-^faining,  mid*day,  when  only  a  light  mat  riaes  and 
curls  gracefully  like  the  smoke  of  a  distant  hamlet,  or  as 
the  sun  verges  towards  the  western  horizon  a  beautiful 
rainbow  is  seen  dancing  in  the  spray,  or  when  a  strong 
breeze  allows  it  to  rise  for  a  few  feet  above  the  upper  level 
of  the  Fall,  and  then  sweeps  it  along  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  earth,  it  sprinkles  tiie  tmvelier,  at  the  distance  of  half 
a  mile,  with  a  bounteous  summer  shower. 

My  time  was  so  Umited  tibat  I  could  spare  only  four 
days  for  Niagara,  during  which  time  my  eyes  were  scarcely 
fit  for  any  other  object  but  the  Falls,  and  I  parted  from 
them  with  as  much  regret  as  if  bidding  farewell  to  an  old 
friend,  frequently  turning  round,  when  advanced  many 
miles  upon  my  journey,  to  gsin  a  last'  glimpse  of  the 
bght  pillar  of  spray. 

"  What  an  idea  Mr. must  have  formed  of  them !" 

thought  I,  musing  as  I  moved  onwards.  He  was  an  tM 
ieUow-traveller  I  had  met  by  chance  at  Buffido,  and,  seeing 
him  step  into  a  coach  after  breakfast,  I  had  the  curiosity 
to  ask  him  where  he  was  bound  to.  ^  To  the  Falb,''  was 
his  reply.  ^^  And  how  long  do  you  intend  staying  there  ?'' 
— **  I  shall  return  in  tfie  evening;'*  and  verily  I  met  him 
eight  hours  afterwards  half  way  back  to  the  hotel  from 
which  he  had  started.  He  had  hurried  down  to  Man^ 
Chester,  14  miles  distant,  peeped  at  Goat  Island,  putted 
across  the  Ferry,  toiled  up  the  zig-zag  road,  peered  over 


A  subaltern's  furl»ouoh.  311 

Table  Bock,  and,  thcoivwg  himself  into  another  ooach, 
hastened  back  by  the  Canada  shore,  aod  oauU  now  enjoy 
the  satis&daon  of  tdling  his  fnmda  that  he  had  seen  the 
FaUs,  or  use  the  laconic  words  of  the  Roman,  ^^veni, 
▼idi." 

An  hour^s  diire  bionght  us  to  Qaeenston  Heights^  upon 
which  there  is.  a  monnmentof  freeiMxme  IM  feet  hif^, 
with  the  fiollowinginsdnptioii  over  the  entrance  xloor  :r^ 

**  upper  Canada 

has  dedicated  this  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  late 

/Mi^r-Oeaaral  Sir  ItMo  Bynak,  £•  G.  B^ 

Provisional  Qovftmpr*  and  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  the  ProTiace^    . 

whose  remains  are  deposited  in  the  vault  beneath. 

O^iposini^  the  invadbi^  en^mr, 

iw.ftU  jo  9ctiKX%  Bear  tbe«e  Mg}^t§» 

on  the  13th  of  October  1812, 

in  the  43rd  year  of  his  age, 

revered  uid  lanwiited 

by   the  people    wbom    he   governed, 

and  deplored  by  the  sovereign 

to    whose   service    his   life   had   been    devoted/* 

We  obtained  a  fine  view  from  the  sammit.  of  forts 
Geoi^  and  Niagara,  with  the  vast  expanse  of  blue  waters 
of  liake  Ontario,  and  York  (the  capital  of  Upper  Canada) 
on  its  northern  shopre.  Part  of  the  scaSbldixig  abore  the 
upper  gallery  has  not  yet  been  removed,  it  being*  intended 
to  place  some  tinie  or  other  a  statue  of  Sir  Isaac  on  the 
pedestal  at  the  smmmit.  The  spot  where  he  fell  is  near 
three  poplar  tree^  at  the  hack  of  the  villagei  he  was  shot 
whiie  leading  on  his  troops  to  attack  the  Americans,  of 
whom  a  small  detachment  had  crossed  the  river  during 
tibe.ni^t  a  short  distance  above  the  Ferry,  and  suQceeded 
in  ascending  the  heiglxts^  wh^ie,  sQiprising  the  British 
sentry,  they  lay  in  ambush  until  the  main  body  effected  a 
landing  opposite  the  village.    The  British  army  moving 
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forwaid  to  atteck  die*  latter  wena  varmly  raeehred,  at  the 
saooe  time  that  thar  Tear  ims  gaiael  hy  tlie  party  from 
tiie  heights^  In  thu' attack  tlie  Britiflb  coniiiMnder  feU^ 
aDd  withbiaa  the:  posttioB,  until  the- arrival  of  a  remforo^- 
meat  firom  Fort  Gecuge^  seven  miles  distant,  under  Go* 
Mial  Sheafie,  who  attaxsked  the  eneaqrin  liieir  position  on 
the  height»  so  impetiamaly  that  the  rear  of  a  cofaiinn  was 
pressed  by  the  fimit-ovef  the  preeipke  to  whose  T^qge  it 
had  retired.  Numbers  met  a  terrible  deadi  by  being 
dashed  against  the  rocks>  or,  fiJIing  stunned  into  the  river, 
900  feet  beloWy  were  lost  among  the  eddies*  The  ferry-*> 
nan  told  me  that  some  few  gained  the  American  shore  by 
swimming)  but  those  few  must  have  been  power^  men 
who  could  stem  such  a  stream,  Avided  as  it  is  between 
its.  natural  course  and  tibe  backwater  whk;h  mos  up  with 
nearly  as  mudbi  rapidity  on  the  Canadian  side- as  the  stream 
flows  towards  the  ocean  on  the  American  bank.  The  vil- 
l^e  of  Queenston  is  a  miserable^looking  plac^  but  pre- 
vious to  the  conflagration  in  1812  was  of  soiine  import- 
ance ;  the  inhabitants,  however,  taking  warning  from  dieir 
misfortunes  during  that  period,  removed  to  more  distant 
parts  of  the  province,  where  they  might  hope  to  retain 
more  peaceable  possession  of  their  property. 

Lewiston,  a  mile  from  the  Ferry,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  though  not  possessing  so  fine  a  situation,  pn>- 
miaes  to  become  a  flourishing  village ;  but  {nresenting  no 
object  of  interest,  excepting  the  remains  of  Fort  Gray 
upon  the  river's  bank,  I  recrossed  the  Niagara,  and  ar- 
rived by  sunset  at  Newark,  Fort  Oeoige,  or  Niagam  (as 
it  is  severally  called),  at  the  junction  of  the  river  with 
Lake  Ontario.  The  first  mentioned  was  the  original  nam^ 
but  it  was  changed  by  law  in  1 798,  and  of  late  years  has  been 
more  generally  known  as  Fort  George  by  the  military  and 
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Niagara  bjr  tiie  provineiiluts.  Ab'  the  Anaericaus  have  a 
garnsoned  foit  of  the  latter  name  an  the  opposite  bank,  it 
creates  mneh  oonfiuioA  and  ooouions  frequent  mistakes 
amongst  traTellen.  Crossing  the  common,  a  crown  re- 
serve lorhich  is  used  as  a  i«o&«onr8e,  my  eyes  were  once 
i^ain  greeted  with  the  sight  of  St»  Qeorge^s  banner,  and 
the  athletic  figm'e  of  a  Highland  scntind,  pacing  to  and  fro 
on  'tiie  broken  ramparts  of  a  fort  near  the  entrance  to  die 
town.  A  few  minntes  brought  us  to  Hie  best  hotel, 
whete,  though  the  landlord  osed  his  utmost  endeavours  by 
civility  and  attention  to  render  Its  comfortable,  yet'  stiD  I 
could  not  resist  drawing  secret  and  inward  comparisons 
betweeik  the  Ammean  and  Canadian  botels^'-<somparisons, 
indeed,  whidi  were  ftur  from  favourable  to  the  latter;  and 
I  began  to  "find  my  British  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  in* 
ftUibOity  of  every  thing  Canadian  already  wavering. 

The  town  occupies  a  pretty  situation  on  the  margin,  and 
about  twenty  feet  high^  than  the  lake,  which  has  so  much 
encroached  upon  it  by  the  waves  undermining  the  banks, 
that  batteries  which  were  thrown  up  but  a  few  years  since, 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  margin  of  the  water,  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  annoying  the  enemy's  fort  on  die  op^ 
posite  peninsula^  have  now  nearly  disappeared.  The 
common  above  the  town  is  intersected  with  die  breast- 
works and  redoubts  of  the  English  and  Americans,  as 
each  party  alternately  had  possession.  The  most  exten- 
sile of  them,  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  Fort  George, 
contains  some  low  wooden  decayed  barracks ;  and  another 
below  tlieix)wn,  in  a  still  more  mouldering  state,  is  named 
FoFt  Mississagua,  from  a  tribe  of  Indians,  the  original 
possessors  of  the  tract  of  country  between  it  and  ]^ort 
Erie,  thirty  miles  distant.  These  works,  which  are  now 
rapidly  crumbling  into  dust,  and  possess  but  the  shadow 
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of  their  former  greatness,  might  with  some  trifling  expense 
be  again  rendered  formidable.  At  the  present  time  they 
are  only  put  to  shame  by  the  neat,  white  appearance  of 
the  American  fort  Niagara,  which  being  built  exactly  op- 
posite the  English  town,  and  not  800  yards  distant,  might 
annoy  it  by  a  very  effective  bombardment.  During  the 
late  war  it  was  rendered  almost  useless,  being  surprised 
by  Colonel  Murray  during  l^e  night,  when  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  garrison  had  retired  to  his  private  resi* 
denoe  two  miles  distant,  and  the  royal  salute  fired  for  the 
capture  first  conveyed  to  him  the  news  of  the  loss  of  his 
post.  It  was  built  by  the  French  so  fiur  back  as  17^^> 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  British  by  the  oonquest  of 
Canada  in  IJ^d^i  was  ceded  by  treaty  to  the  United  States 
in  1794,  and  restored  to  them  after  the  peace  of  1814. 
A  long  spit  or  bar  of  sand,  running  out  firom  it  into  the 
lake,  compels  vessels  bound  up  the  river  to  pass  under  the 
guns  of  Fort  Mississagua,  which  completely  commands  the 
entrance. 

The  following  day  being  Sunday,  I  attended  service  at 
the  Scotch  and  English  churches.  As  the  former  had 
been  commenced  firom  the  foundation  within  only  a  few 
months,  the  interior  was  in  a  very  unfinished  state ;  but 
the  congregation  was  large,  and  I  was  much  struck  witii 
the  fine  soldier*like  appearance  of  two  eompanies  of  the 
79th  Highlanders,  who  attended  in  their  fiiU  costume. 

There  having  been  a  death  by  cholera  in  the  hotel 
during  tiie  night,  I  was  anxious  to  leave  the  town  imme* 
diately;  but,  no  public  conveyance  travelling*  on  Ae  Sab^ 
bath,  I  was  necessarily  detained  until  mid<-day  on  the  M(Oa^ 
day,  when  embarking  in  a  steamer  I  crossed  the  Lake, 
and  in  five  hours  entered  the  harbour  of  York,  the  capital 
of  Upper  Canada. 
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FroiB  tto  pWoa  ib^  nivig»lioo  down  the  livei  8t  Lawrence  wia  tenktatA 
extremely  difBcult  and  dangerous,  by  a  great  number  of  violent  riffs  or  rapids, 
and  falls,  among  which  he  lost  above  fourscore  men,  forty-six  batteaux, 
seventeen  wUe-boats,  one  ttm  gafley,  ^^th  some  aHiliery,  Aor68»  and  aonm-* 
nUie&. 

Smoulett. 


The  old  Indian  name  of  York  waa  TcNronto,  and  it  was  to 
called  iroBOL  the  circular  bay  upon  whose  margin  the  town 
is  built;  but  the  same  rage  and  bad  taste  for  modernising 
the  names  of  places  has  apread  over  the  Canadas  as  in 
the  United  States.  The  first  objects  which  meet  the 
ejpe  iftpon  approaching  the  bay  are  the  miserable  barraoka 
and  mud  fort  upon  the  lefty  Gibraltar  Foinib  and  Li^it-^house 
on  the  right,  and  the  laige  building  of  the  new  Parliament 
House  in  the  town,  about  a  mile  distant  firom  the  fort,  in 
firont.  The  town,  containing  between  8000  and  9000  in- 
habitants, is  situated  on  low  ground^  which  rises  gradually 
aa  it  recedes  horn  the  lake,  but  attains  no  great  elevation. 
IW  streets  are  straggling  and  ill  paved,  but  the  greatter 
prq[K)rtion  of  the  private  houses  and  shops  are  of  good 
substantial  masonry.  The  public  buildings,  with  the  ex* 
oeption  of  Government-house,  whidi  in  point  of  external 
appearance  is  little  superior  to  a  cottage,  are  plain  and 
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exoellent,  and  the  En^h  ohnrch,  wken  oompfeted,  will  be 
a  tastefltl  and  ornamental  struoture*    The  new  Rurliament 
House,  a  spacioos  fariok  bnilding,  was  ia  an  unfinished 
state,  and  had  been  appropriated  for  Ae  porposes  of  an 
hospital  during  the  prevalence  of  the  diolera,  of  whidi 
cases  were  daily  landing  from  every  vessel  that  brought 
emigrarits  from  Montreal.    It  was  tmly  mdancholy  to  see 
some  of  the  wretched  objects  who  arrived ;  they  bad  left 
ESngland,  having  expended  what  little  money  they  p<Mk- 
sessed  in  laying  in  a  stock  a£  provisions  for  the  voyage 
and  psrjrment  of  their  passage  across  the  Atboitia,  expect 
ing  to  obtain  work  immediately  they  landed  in  Lower 
Canada;    Being  deceived  in  these  prospects,  they  became 
a  burden  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec^  or  the  pro^ 
vincial  government.     Forty-five  thousand  emigrant!  of  all 
classes  landed  in  that  city  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  season,  and  4ihe  fiite  of  many  of  themt  was  miswable 
in  the  extreme.    Nearly  every  headland  of  the  8t*  Law** 
rence  was  occupied  by  an  hospital,  tenanted  by' numerous 
sufferers.    Those  who  had  some  small  funds,  and  intoided 
settling  in  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Canada  Company, 
were  forwarded  to  the  Upper  Country  in  the  feUowing 
manner.     The  emigrant  who  purchased   not   less  than 
200  acres  in  the  scatteied  Crown  Reserves,  or  100  aeres 
in  the  Huron  Tract,  received  a  passage  to  the  head  of 
Lake  Ontario,  upon  depositing  with  the  Company  s  agent 
at  Quebec  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  price  of  his  con« 
ve3^«nce  to  the  head  of  the  Lake.    After  he  had  fised 
upon  his  land,  he  showed  the  receipt  for  Ins  forwarding- 
money  to  the  Company's  agent  at  Yorlq  and  it  was  taken 
in  part  payment  of  his  second  instalment,  the  Company 
allowing  the  purchasers  of  their  lands  to  pay  by  six  in- 
stalments in  five  years,  and  giving  them  a  right  to  occupy 
the  lots  afler  payment  of  the  first  instalment. 
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The  sitaation  of  York  is  fkr  from  an  inyiting  one,  the 
inhabitants  being  subject  during  certain  seltfons  to  the 
feyer  and  agae,  caosed  by  the  marshy  ground  which  lies 
close  to  the  town  and  around  the  bead  of  the  bay.  It  is 
ahnost  .to  be  regretted  that  a  better  site  oouid  not  have 
been  chosen  for  the  -capital  of  an  increasing  country. 
Though  a  more  central  positioD  than  Kingston  at  the  foot 
of  the  lake,  yet  in  no  other  respects  does  it  equal  it.  The 
bay  is  too  shallow  to  admit  vessels  of  even  moderate  bur- 
den, and  in  time  of  war  it  is  always  exposed  to  the  incur- 
sions of  American  gun- boats,  and  the  town  subject  to  be 
sacked,  as  in  1813.  Some  years  since  it  was  proposed  that 
the  capital  of  Upper  Canada  should  be  on  the  borders  of 
Lake  Simcoe,  and  a  water  oonmmnication  be  opened 
with  Montreal  by  means  of  the  shallow  lidoes  and  Bideau 
Canal ;  but  I  bedieve  all  thoughts  of  removing  the  seat  of 
Government  from  York  are  now  entirely  laid  aside*  The 
hmdi  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is  poor  and  cold^  but  be- 
comes more  fertile  as  the  distance  from  the  lake  increases) 
and  good  farms  are  abundant  towards  Lake  Simcoe,  and 
on  the  sides  of  the  road  called  Young  Street  The  place 
is  howenrer  only  in  its  infancy  as  yet,  and  said  to  l)e  uv 
creasing  rapidly,  though  the  comparisons  between  it  and 
Buftdo,-the  last  American  town  I  had  seen,  and  of  a  yery 
few  years' growth,  were  much  in  fiivour  of  the  latter.  There 
ire  no  places  of  public  amusement,  and  the  chief  di^^ecsion 
for  the  young  men  appeared  to  consist  in  shooting  ipusr 
quito  hawks,  which  hovered  plentifully  about  tihie  streets 
and  upon  the  margin  of  the  bay  in  an  evening*  Upon 
these  occasions  the  sportsmen  made  their  i^pearanoa, 
equipped  in  shooting  jackets,  and  attended  by  their  dogs, 
as  if  prepared  fbr  a  1 2th  of  August  on  the  moors  of 
Scotland. 
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I  found  nothing  here  to  make  a  longer  stay  than  three 
day»  deBUuble,  and  iras  on  the  point  of  proceeding  to 
Borlinglxm  Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  head  of  the 
lak^  and  visitii^  Brrndt,  die  celebrated  chief  of  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  who  possess  a  large  reservation  there, 
when  an  officer,  who  had  just  arrived  from  Brandtford, 
informed  me  he  had  seen  a  man  dying  of  diolera  in  the 
chiePs  house  the  preceding  day*  Being  in  a  bad  state  of 
heal  A  myself  at  this  time,  and  uncertain  of  obtaining  me- 
dical asmstance  there  if  required,  in  company  witb  a  fiiend 
I  embarked  in  a  steamer,  and  aniTed  at  Kingston  tbe  fol- 
lowing morning,  after  an  unpleasant  voyage  of  twenty 
hours,  over  a  shoft,  dancing  sea,  which  I  fotmd  by  fiur  more 
disagreeable  tiian  the  long  swell  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  town  and  uncomfortable  inns  were  crowded  to 
excess,  owing  to  the  assizes  and  the  Bishop's  visitation 
occurring  together ;  nor  was  it  without  great  difficulty  that 
we  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  sleeping  apartment  upon  the 
ground  floor  of  the  principal  hotel.  Justice  appeared  to  be 
distributed  and  the  representatives  of  die  law  to  be  attited 
in  the  same  plain  and  simple  manner  as  in  the  States. 
We  saw  the  sheriff  dressed  in  plain  clothes,  but  with  a 
cocked-hat,  queue,  and  sword,  walking  through  the  streets 
to  the  court-house,  wiA  a  judge,  undistinguished  by  dress, 
upon  either  side  of  him. 

The  town,  which  contains  about  5000  inhabitants,  lies 
upon  the  margin  of  an  arm  of  the  lake,  with  the  Navy-yard 
upon  the  opposite  peninsula,  formed  by  this  inlet,  and  tiie 

*  Brandt  (or  Tekanehogan,  as  he  was  sometimes  called)  was  carried  off  bj 
the  same  disease  a  few  days  after  I  left  York.  He  had  distinguished  himself 
upon  sereral  occasions  during  the  Htst  war  with  the  United  States,  and  wis  a 
polished,  well-informed  man.  His  habits  wen  those  of  a  Eoropeany  9od,  in 
his  earlier  days,  he  had  resided  for  some  time  in  England.  His  father's  name 
has  been  immortalized  in  "  Gertrude  of  Wyoming.** 
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entrance  to  the  Lake  of  the  Thquaaoid  Isles.     By  the 
Indians,  an  old  encampment  wliich  they  had  upon  the  qpot 
where  the  town  now  stands  was  called  Catarakwi.    When 
the  French  became  lords  of  the  aoii^  they  tfected  a  fort, 
and  named  it  Frontenac,  in  honour  of  the  Qoveroor  of 
Canada,  and  both  were  in  turn  ousted  by  the  English ;  and 
Kingston,  during  the  late  war,  being  the  great  nayal  dep6t 
for  the  fleets  upon  the  lakes,  it  was  a  busy  flourishing  piece, 
but  declined  with  the  peaoe.    It  may  now  howevec  expe- 
rience a  re-action  from  the  Bideau  Canal  oommunioating 
with  the  lake  here,  and  be  again  restored  to  its  former  pros- 
pedty.    This  canal  continues  up  the  inlet  of  the  Bay  until 
it  reaches  the  first  locks  at  the  mills,  five  miles  distant : 
the  masonry  and  the  whole  workmanship  connected  with 
them    are   much    superior  to  those  upon  the  Erie  or 
Cbgsapeake.  and  Ohio  Canals.    The  total  number  of  locks 
between  Kingston  and  Bytown,  upon  the  Ottawa  River, 
136  miles  distant,  is  4/ ;  their  length  about  140,  breadth 
33,  and  depth  16  or  17  feet.    Dams,  upon  a  very  extensive 
acale,  have  been  had  recourse  to  throughout  the  line  of 
canal,  instead  of  excavations  as  in  England.    Where  such 
works  have  been  thrown  across  marshes,  or  the  Rideau 
Kiver,  in  order  to  swell  the  Rapids  and  form  a  navigable 
stream,  so  vast  an  extent  of  stagnant  water  (in  one  place 
10,000  acres)  has  been  created  as  to  render  the  settlements 
in  tiie  vicinity  exceedingly  unhealthy.    I  saw  many  of  tiie 
workmen  at  the  mills  who  were  perfectly  helpless  from  the 
marsh  fever  they  had  caught.    These  laige  inundations, 
however,  in  a  few  years  will  destroy  the  drowned  forest, 
and  a  quantity  of  valuable  land  may  then  be  rechdmed  by 
small  embankments.   The  whole  work  was  completed  at  an 
expense  to  the  Imperial  Government  of  700,000/.     In  the 
event  of  war  with  our  neighbours,  it  wiQ  be  found  invalua- 
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Ue  for  the  tcvnaporti^fcHtti  ot  milkacy  atoivft  a&d  Ifooptf 
£rom  the  lower  to  the  upper  {mmnee,  witbont  beu^*  sub- 
ject as  heretofore  to  captures  from  the  Awimrnm  teee 
upon  the  St.  Lawrence,  or  to  numing  the  ^luutkt  of  the 
battOTAs  upon  dieir  bank  of  the  xiver.  lakb  the  Eise,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  it  will  also  enoiunge  settfaia  along 
the  whole  line,  as  an  outlet  is  now  opened  for  the  pmAioe 
of  their  farms.  Two  steamers  were  at  this  ti«e  eontiiffiayf 
nmninf  between  the  Ottawa,  and  Ontario,  and  the  tiaffie 
of  heayy  boats  also  appeared  ocnsidenbie. 
.  Several  laiige  hulks  of  Ycsaels  of  war,  bdilt  dniing  tfae 
lest  war  to  cope  with  those  of  tihe  AmmmmB  on  tlie  sitoeiss 
at  Saekett's  Harbour,  and  wbicb  were  never  lapsnched^  sonp 
now  fast  falling  to  decay  in  the  NaTj-yaid  at  Kj^gatosk 
A  seyenty-four  had  been  aold  two  or  thme  months  {we^ 
vioudy  for  25/«,  and  a  few  days  before  our  aimal  a  heavy 
squall  of  rain,  accompanied  by  li^stnkig,  bad  split  the  SL 
lAwrence  of  120  guns  down  the  centre,  and,  die  prgpa 
giving  way,  the  vessel  broke  into  a  thousand  pieces,  ooravr 
ing  the  ground  all  around  with  a  heap  of  mnuu  Ere  Umg 
the  remaining  four  or  five  finmes  will  meet  with  a  similar 
fote,  as  they  are  in  a  very  advanced  state  of  decay,  pardy 
owing  to  die  want  of  proper  care,  and  being  nm  up  hur- 
riedly and  of  unseasoned  timber.  There  is  also  the  Com- 
modore's House  (his  flag,  by  the  l^e,  was  at  this  tiioa 
flying  on  a  cutter  stationed  in  firont  q£  this  squadron  of 
hulks),  and  some  fo:ie  marine  barradcs  in  the  Navy-yard« 
The  ground  rises  abruptly  in  rear  of  diem,  and  forma  • 
shelter  to  die  capadous  bay  in  front  of  the  town.  On  the 
summit  of  tins  elevated  land  a  fort  of  considerable  extent 
was  repairing;  it  occupies  an  excellent  positkm  for  defend- 
ing the  enlTance  to  the  harbour  and  the  narrows  of  the  St. 
Lawrence.    The  new  Barracks  in  the  town  are  also  fine 
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rabstanlial  bfuHilings  enclosed  by  a  kKq[>»lMiled  wiA,  and 
erected  at  the.  cqppoaite  extrenntf  of  the  bridge  to  the 
inarine  banack. 

The  land  in  the  vkanity  of  Kingaton  is  rodi;y,  and  in 
fiiYomable  ieasons  makes  but  a  poor  retam  to  the  lanner: 
thefe  WHS  even  on  the  25th  of  August,  the  momiilg  upon 
whidi  we  quitted  the  town,  so  severe  a  firost  as  to  cnt 
down  many  of  the  vegetables.  Grand  Island,  24  miles  in 
lengthy  extends  from  Kingston  to  the  village  of  French^ 
town,  where  the  lake  of  the  Thousand  Ides  commences* 
Hiese  isles  are  of  every  intermediate  sue,  from  a  small 
harmn  rock  three  yards  in  diameter,  with  a  solitary  ptoe 
growing  out  of  a  deft  in  it,  to  one  of  seven  miles  in  length 
paitiaHy  eov^ed  wilih  a  cdd  soil.  Although  the  scenery,  in 
those  paits  where  die  river  £rom  bdbg  contracted  amongst 
the  islands  Ibr  sesne  distance  suddenly  expands  sgain  into  a 
broad  lake^  is  rather  pretty,  yet  generally  it  is  very  tame 
and  uninteresling,  the  banks  being  low  and  thkkly  covered 
with  pine,  and  bearing  scarcely  any  symptoms  of  cirili* 
mA)/o.  BrodpriUe,  upon  the  English  bank,  50  miles  from 
Kingstooi,  is  llie  prettioKt  town  and  situation  I  saw  in 
Upper  CSanada*  It  is  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  rising  gffa> 
duaHy  from  the  St.  Lawrence,  with  the  Court4iou8e  and 
three  drarches  on  tike  summit^  and  the  prindpal  street 
rvnning  paralM  with  the  water  ornamented  with  a  tee 
tow  of  trees.  Hie  country  on  the  bank  bdow  tibe  town 
beoMues  better  deared  and  cultivated,  with  pretty  hamlets 
and  farm-houses,  which  are  wdl  opposed  to  the  dense 
dark  forests  on  the  American  shore. 

We  arrived  at  Presoott,  7^  m9es  from  Kingston,  eariy 
in  the  evening;  but  the  inn  was  in  so  dirty  a  state,  and 
tilie  whole  town  presented  such  an  uninviting  aspect,  that 
we  were  induced,  in  spite  of  the  necessity  of  subjecting 
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our  baggage  to  the  scrutiny  of  a  custom-house  o£Eicer,  tx> 
cross  the  river  to  Ogdensburgh,  immediately  opposite,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  where  we  found  a  oomifortable 
hotel.  This  town,  which  mudi  differs  in  cleanliness  of 
appearance  from  its  Canadian  neighbour,  contains  about 
1200  inhabitants,  and  is  situated  at  die  mouth  of  the  dark 
marshy  waters  of  the  Oswegatche,  which,  flowing  firom 
the  Black  Lake,  eight  miles  distant,  unites  here  with  the 
deep  blue  St.  Lawrence.  The  remains  of  the  barracks, 
originally  built  by  the  French,  and  occiqpied  by  liie  Bcitiab 
prior  to  the  cession  of  the  town  in  1796,  but  burnt  in  the 
subsequent  war,  are  seen  on  the  point  of  land  fonned  by 
the  junction  of  the  two  streams. 

Prescott  contains  from  800  to  1000  inhabitants;  and 
being  the  head  of  the  small  craft  navigation  from.Mantreal, 
and  the  foot  of  the  sloop  and  steam  navigptio^  ^^  Lake 
Ontario,  much  business  is  carried  on  in  the  forwarding  of 
goods  and  travellers,  and  a  vast  deal  more  in  the  amuggling 
line.  Endless  are  the  disputes  and  broils  .on  account  of 
the  seizure  of  a  steam-boat  whidi  plies  between  the  two 
towns  every  ten  minutes  for  the  convenienoe  of  pp^sseii^rs, 
who  are  not  unfrequoutly  well  supplied  with  contraband 
goods^  Broad  doths  and  English  goods  of  eveiy  descnip- 
tion  being  much  cheaper  in  the  Canadas  thanin  the  Uxotai 
States,  the  summer  shoal  of  Yankee  travellers^  un^  plea?* 
sure  and  business  in  their  tour  to  see  the  Falls  ^of  Niagiyr^a 
and  the  fortifications  at  Quebec^  by  ordering  their  stock  of 
apparel  for  the  year  at  Montreal^  thus  evading  the  fron- 
tier duty.  Many  of  the  meroantile  houses  in  Prescott  and 
Ogdensbuigh  are  coimected*  I  had  some  conversation 
with  a  storekeeper  who  sat  next  to  me  at  the  taMs  ihUe 
in  the  latter  town,  and,  walking  into  a  warehouse  in  Pres- 
cott the  following  day,  found  him  busily  employed  there. 
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He  enid  he  had  another  establishment  on  the  opposite 
side  of  die  river. 

Fort  Wellington,  a  mud  redoubt  of  considerable  strength, 
is  hdf  a  mile  bdow  Prescott.  There  is  a  large  and  strong 
block->hoiise  in  the  interior,  but  the  bomb-proof  barracks 
have  fallen  in  under  t^e  great  pressure  of  earth  upon  the 
timber  roofs.  During  the  time  the  last  war  was  so  un- 
popular, in  CCTtain  parts  of  the  United  States,  that  meet- 
ings of  a  fiivourable  tendency  to  the  British  took  place  in 
many  of  the  principal  towns,  a  numerous  party  of  the 
inhabitants  assembled  at  Ogdensburgh  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  up  a  remonstrance  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
American  government.  The  force  in  Fort  Wellington,  not 
nWare  off  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  observing  a 
large  crowd  assembled  about  a  house  in  which  the  meeting 
lifras  held,  fired  two  or  \itree  shot  amongst  the  traitorous 
oi'aMrs,  'who  speedily  dispersed,  poistponing  their  discus- 
sions upon  iJie  subject  sine  He. 

'The  weather  had  now  begun  to  be  rather  chilly,  and 
W6  passed  Hie  eveiiings  in  sitting  wifli  our  host,  who  was 
afi  orighial  in  his  way,  over  the  wood  fire.  He  was  a 
natirveof  one  of  the  New  England  States,  and  migrated 
early  In  Qfe,  as  ohe  half  of  the  young  men  do  in  that  part 
of  tlce  "countiy;  "  As  soon  as  he  knew  the  points  of  the 
edfrnpss^f^  to  use  his  own  expression,  he  "cleared  out 
from '  his  native  village,  and  bore  off  to  the  westward  to 
plonJser  his  way  through  the  woods.'*  Chance  brought 
him  to  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  where,  finding  there 
was  an  opening,  he  established  a  tavern,  and  realized  a 
sitiiill  fiMun^.  After  the  lapse  of  some  years,  he  revisited 
die'phde  of  his  birth;  but  the  appearance  of  every  thing 
had  changed.  Scarcely  any  one  knew  him;  all  his  old 
schoolfdloWB,  with  the  exception  of  one  in  each  family, 

Y  2 
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'<  to  look  after  the  dd  folk,"  had  gooe  off  into  the  Ohio 
country,  and,  in  two  houis,  haring  satisfied  the  cuziosity 
of  every  one,  he  determined  npon  retumnig  to  his  old 
haunts.    My  finend  putiling  several  questioifts  to  him  re- 
speotiiig  elections  for  president,  senators,  and  state  repre- 
sentetives,  for  two  good  hours   <^by  Shrewsbury  dock" 
did  he  hold  forlih  upon  the  constitution.    My  head  w^ 
stitt  running  upon  what  he  had  said  about  Fort  Wdling- 
ton  so  uncivilly  dispersing  the  meeting  at  which  he  was 
{Hresent,  and  the  French  barracks  at  the  mouth  of  the 
OswBgatche.    Once  or  twice  I  made  an  attempt  to.  gain 
some  more  information  upon  the  subject^  as  being  xxkOfe 
in  my  way,  but  all  my  efiorts  at  putting  in  a  word  and 
dianging  the  subject^  when  the  old  man  stopped  to  takp 
breath  or  cough,  were  received  with  ^'  St^  a  bi(b— 111  teU 
you — I  a'int  gpt  through  yet  |"  and,  truly,  at  last  I  be^m 
to  despair  of  his  ever  geUmg  through.    My  firiend>  atitm- 
tion  to  his  lecture,  and  the  compliments  be.  paid, the. old 
gendfitnan,  so  wanooied  his  heart  thait  he  produced  sppie 
beoc  (a  most  vile  composition),  than  whicb^  be  said,  '^  tihsie 
WAS  not  better  in  the  old  country/'  .  I  tasted  i^  j  |u^  ^y 
friend,  imprudently  recommending .  i^  could  not  ,e^t;|9jpb 
without  finishing  the  tankard,  mine  host  anoouBsging  hjjp 
the  while,  with  ^'  a'int  it  good  ? — ^you  a'int  finiabied  ijlt  iffi^'' 
After  a  detention  of  two  days  we  succeeded  in  i9(iei|t9i|g 
with,  a  bateau,  which  was  proceeding  d^»wn  the  St.  Lm^- 
renccy  a  mode  of  trov^Uui^  we  conssiered  .pr^^^paUe,  tQ.  a 
heavy  coach  over  a  bad  road.    The  boat  b^  ai;nfved  ^e 
preceding  evening  at  Prescott  with  fifty  Irish  epugrauts, 
after  a  passage  of  8ik  dagrs  from  Montreal,  a^iii  was  r^ 
turning  with  a  cargo  of  100  barrels  of  fiour  ftoffi  the 
Cleveland  mills  in  Ohio,  which,  aft»r  payment  of  a  duty 
of  one  dollar  per  barrel,  at  the  Coteau  du  Lac,  where  it 
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crosses  the  frontder,  is  rated  as  Canadian  floor,  and  finds 
its  way  to  Bnj^and  in  British  Tssads.  The  bateau  was  a 
strong^boUt  craft,  from  40  to  4S  feet  in  length  and  7  or  8 
in  width,  and,  being  heavily  ladcm,  so  much  prepanttion 
was  made  by  nailing  shirting -boaards  round  thebulwadw  to 
prevent  the  spray  damaging  the  o«rgo  tiiat  I  imagined  we 
had  embarked  upon  rather  a  dangerous  undertaking.  We 
set  sail,  however,  with  a  fine,  ten-knot^  westerly  hreeBs, 
and  dashed  thuough  the  water  at  a  spanking  rate.  lAie 
crew  consisted  of  four  men  to  work  die  oars,  when  their 
use  was  required  in  a  head  wkid,  and  a  captain  or  steers- 
man, who  gUid^  tiie  boat  with  a  loiigand  broad  sa^. 
Thej  were  all  IVenoh  Canadians,  livdy  as  usual,  and  polite 
in  thdr  attentions.  Hiou^  good  sailoirs  and  navigators, 
they  are  bat  chmisy  seamenin  fiesh  water  even ;  and  in 
making  saol,  which  ecmsisted  of  a  mafai-sail  only,  wilh  tiie 
foot  of  it  stretched  along  a  boom,  a  haul-yard  or  nype  of 
some  dtesetiption  becoming  jammed  in  the  block,  our 
captain  ky  out  upon  tiie  -yard-arm  to  set  it  fiee.  His  rig 
dH^red  much  itom  auat  notions  of  what  a  Jack  Tai^s  dress 
^should  be,  being  a  brown  fi*ock<-coat  which  reached  to  his 
knees,  coarse  gray  trowsers,  a  rusty  old  hat  upon  his 
head,  and  his  feet  encased  in  a  pair  of  Indian  mocassins. 
The  whole  complement  of  navigators,  captain  induded, 
were  longer  in  setting  our  solitary  piece  of  canvuss  than  it 
woiild  have  occupied  the  crew  in  reefing  t(q>saOs  on  board 
of  a  man^of^war.  Our  steersman  bore  the  diaracter  of 
beuig  the  steadiest  and  md«t  able  pilot  upon  the  river, 
lutvmg  been  accustomed  to  the  navigation  of  it  for  twenty 
years.  He  took  the  Tessei  down  the  first  Bapid  with  sail 
set,  which  is  considered  rather  an  unusual  thing,  and  so 
very  slight  was  the  inclination  of  the  water  that  we  began 
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to  thmk^  if  such  were  the  far-dSuned  Rapids  cf  the  St.  Lmr- 
renoe,  that  die  whole  a£Ur  was  a  complete  bugbear. 

Ftenng  snffidaaily  dose  to  Cryaler's  farm  on  the  kft 
bank  to  see  the  riddled  gable  eads  of  the  cottages,  and  the 
extent  of  tbe  position  where  the  AjnericaR  army  were  re^ 
pulsed  in  NoTcmber  lS14y  when  on  thctr  march  to  Moi>- 
treal,  we  epproadied  the  Rapids  of  the  Long  Sault.  Qnr 
sail  was  stowed  snugly  away  some  time  before  we  came  in 
sight  of  the  white  breakers,  and,  as  soon  as  the  bateau 
dashed  into  the  heavy  swell,  it  evidcoily  became  a  dtfficnlt 
matter  to  guide  it.  The  steemmsn  had  laid  Us  hat  upon 
the  deck,  and  his  lips  moved  as  he  muttered  a  prayer  to 
some  favourite  saint^  whilstevery  nervd  was  stnined  in  tbe 
guidance  of  his  helm,  as  if  the  adightest  deviation  finom  a 
narrow  trade  would  subject  us  all  to  deatnictaett.  Upon 
the  summit  of  every  wave,  the  boat  gave  a  bound  fot^ 
wards ;  the  centre  of  it,  yielding  to  the  shodc,  rose  feuid 
feU  with  the  motion  of  tbe  waves,  and,  when  it  entered  an 
eddy  at  a  bend  in  the  river,  die  fall  power  of  the  oars  was 
required  to  prevent  it  broadiing  to>  when  we  should  have 
inevitably  been  lost.  The  descent  on  the  CamMfian  side 
of  the  river  cannot  be  made,  ^usepting  for  laffai  'of  timber^ 
and  the  only  dmnnel  is  by  the  tenns  of:  die  treaty  throwia 
entirely  into  the .  hands  of  the  Americans,  the  islaaids 
being  divided,  by  each  power  taking  the  alteniate  <wae{ 
the  island  in  this  |dace  lies  between  tiie  ChMHel  and 
the  British  shore.  With  an  unskilful  or  timid  pilot,  the 
descent  of  the  Rapids  would  be  a  periious  undiirtahittg; 
as  any  chance  of  safety  by  swimming  would  be  hopeless; 
and  for  real  pleasure  one  descent  is  quite  sufficient.  If  I 
were  ever  to  travel  down  the  coarse  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
again,  I  should  take  the  land  conveyance  from  Prasoott  to 
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ComwaB,  dioQgh  I  never  enjoyed  mysdf  more  ^han  during 
the  five  hours  I  iras  on  board  the  bateau  tbifl  day,  and  we 
ontstripped  the  eoack  two  houra  and  a  half  in  the  jewney 
of  £hy  miles*  We  saw  a  steam^vessel  whisk  was  off  the 
stocks  and  nearly  completed  at  Prssoott,  for  the  purpgae 
of  running  down  the  smaller  Rapids,  and  eonstracted  upon 
a  novel  principle.  The  vessel  was  of  great  length  and 
extreaiely  narrow  in  the  beam,  with  six  long  cylindrical 
boilers,  and  the  paddles  astern,  on  the  suppoaiticm  that 
in  ascending  the  stream  diey  will  propel  the  vessdl  quicker 
than  paddles  on  die  ndes,  which  might  retard  its  progress, 
by  being  opposed  to  the  full  power  of  the  ounent*  Four 
rudders  were  pfaned  equi-4istant  on  the  stem,  so  as  ta 
give  the  stearsman  more  eomaaand  oyer  the  vessel  in  the 
vioknt  eddies;  and,  if  the  eaqfieriment  answered  in  the 
smaller  Rapids,  it  was  intended  to  attempt  the  passage  of 
the  Long  Sauk* 

Whib  strolling  about  at  Cornwall,  which  lies  a  littte 
inland,  we  by  chance  fell  in  with  a  well-dressed  Irishman 
of  the  iunmiag  olass,  who  had  been  in  the  country  only  two 
years.  When  he  landed  (to  use  his  own  words),  '^  he  had 
not  a  tefl|»enny  to  bless  himself  with,"  but  hired  himself 
osit  as  a  labourer  at  eight  dollars  per  month ;  and  as  Hm 
winter  set  in,  being  an  athletic  man,  he  soon  became  an 
ezpstft  bamberer,  and  earned  firom  15  to  20  dollars  in  tha 
woods,  in  felling  timber  upon  the  Crown  lands.  He  had, 
by  being  firugal  and  temporate,  managed  to  lay  by  so  muoh 
numey  that  he  had  now  purchased  a  farm  of  150  acres 
near  Wilhamstown,  some  miles  in  the  interior,  with  an 
agreement  that  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  should 
be  paid  in  two  years.  He  was  like  all  Canadian  fiurmers, 
very  independent,  in  one  sense  of  the  word,  being  his  own 
baker,  butcher,  tallow-chandler,  cider-brewer,  sugar-boiler. 


aoap-iD«ker>  m4,  in  «hort,  a  a>mplele  jtek  o£  dl  trHdes. 
I  ne^er  met  a  mm  99r  ddighied.with  his  proipecta;  and 
he .  8(9eaingl]p  attrttmted  -aU  his  good  fortune  to  »ot  haiFing 
beMieocumbeied  with  a. wtfbtand  fiotilj  whto  he  was  in 
leM.pr^qpeious  Qure«lni8taitoe8»' 

After<ptt99ing  a  moat  nistraUe  nigh^  toasii^  about  ina 
bafltc4  room^  and  ^tiurbad  by  tiie  whipping  and  ecfeam** 
ing  of  cfaiUreiiy  and  thb  sookltng  of  mothers^  we  embailuad 
on  then»)ming  of  the  '28th  >of  -  Aragmt  on  boaid  a  steamer, 
at^  thAt  mflist  «ncomfoortable  of  ell  hettnr  a^board  a  sfaip^*^ 
Are  o'dodC)  when  the.  pwengew  are  ^  all  adbep  in  the 
eiAnn^  the  etew  are  warinng  and  ewabbiiig  tike  deek%  and 
a  thick  ^oldnuflt  rises  from  the  sm^ee  of  the  water:  -'The 
hoandaiy  line  between  the  Btitish  territories  and  the 
4Jnited  States  rnns  on  the^eigeof  the-^dHageof  St.  Regfis, 
whcte  ike  Irroqims  tribe  of  Indians  ha^  a  targe  setda- 
menty  a  few  miles  below  Cornwall,  and  just  within  the 
'Oanadttn  Irontien  Their  priest,  a  IVendi  Canadian,  osme 
•en  boBfd  and  aceompanied  ns  to  Montresl :  he  wee  e  sem^ 
sible,  well-informed  man,  and  told  us,  in  the  ceunse  of 
ooATersation,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Quebec,  and  had 
never  been  out  of  llie  Provinces,  though  he  inMnded  tisit- 
b^  Bnrope  the  ensuing  season.  Hb  whole  tribe,  800  in 
number,  were  CathoUcs,  and,  witii  the  exoqution  of  JO  or 
80,  much  addicted  to  drink,  their  mode  of  lii^  (b^hig 
empioyed  in  the  ardiK»UB  work  of  transporting  goods  up 
the  river  to  Presoott)  rather  encouraging  their  ilatnraF  in- 
ehnation  for  spirituoas  liquors.  Hie  chokra  had  been 
laging  amongst  them  violently,  e^bty  of  tiie  tribe  having 
died  in  a  very  short  space  of  time,  the  priest  performing 
tibe  duties  of  surgeon  in  addition  to  his  own. '  He  was 
evidently  a  worthy  man  and  mudi  esteemed  by  the  tribe ; 
AH  the  Indians  we  met  upon  tiie  road  and  even  in  the  streets 


of  Montreal,'  sfacty  tfiiles  distent,  e^liutckl  y^i  by  touching 
tibnir  hots  and  smilitig  with  pl^itttM  iK^ien  th^  sM  Mml 
Tfaaoughomt  the  country  every  one  spoke  in  high  terms  of 
the  exemphury  oondoet  of  the  priests  dnring^  the  preva^ 
lence  of  the  disease.  The  Iiroquois  htt?e  a  second  "rflhge 
at  St.  Lgfois  of  "fite  hundred  inhtliitants,  within  a  few 
nnln  of  Montreal,  and  there  is  a  tbhrd  of  four  hundPMl 
farther  down  the  St  Lawrence.  We  Mf^te  informM  by 
the  priest  that  daring  the  war  of  1&12,  and  the  two  en^- 
suing  years,  the  tribe  took  an  oath  at  tbe  idtar,  bifote 
entering  tiie  field,  that  they  wwdd  not  oommit  anfy 
ciuelties  npom*  tibeir  prisonora,  nor  even  scaip  their  elie^ 
mies  when  dead,  and  that  in  no  single  instance  wtta. this 
«iered  pledge  broken.  They  had  bestowed  one  of  tshsir 
rngft^cBHi^  fine-sonnding  names  upon  him,  the  prbmmd- 
ation  of  whidi  I  in  vain  attempted  to  learD»  butike  mtev- 
pretalifOn  of  it  was^  ''The  man  who  carries  the  wcnk;'' 
that  of  his  predecessor  in  the  pastoral  dntiea  had  been  ''the 
riaing  moon/'  firom  bte  eyes  being  generally  £xed  upon 
the  heavens. 

At  the  village  of  Coteau,  du  Lac,  at  the  low^  eztnenuty 
of  Lake  St.  Francos,  we  took  ooaches  through  a  lat  but 
well«deared  country,  with  a  continued  street  of  FV^dch 
setders'  houses  on  the  road  side.  At  the  Coteau  Rapids 
there  is  a  fort  of  considerable  extent;  and  a  few  miles 
further  are  the  Cedars,  the  prettiest  Rapids  on  the  St. 
Lawrence,  where  a  detachment  of  Geneml  Amherst's 
army  was  lost  throt^h  the  unskilluhtess  of  the  pilots; 
whfflfi  moving  down  to  the  attadc  of  Montreal  in  1760.  A 
canal  is  now  exeavatiii^  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  these 
Rapids,  which  are  more  dangerous  than  any  of  the  others, 
the  water  being  shallower.  As  we  passed  them  Ae  wredc 
of  a  bateau  was  visible  above  the  surface.    At  a  point  of 
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land  below  tlie  Ceda»  we  again  embarked  in  a  steamer^ 
and^  prooeediiig  through  Lake  St.  Clair,  passed  a  fori 
erected  dorii^  the  late  war  by  a  Convent  at  Montreal  in 
a  i9>irit  of  loyalty.  It  appeared  to  be  kept  in  excellent 
repair,  and  formed  a  pretty  object  upon  a  headland  of  the 
smooth  lake*  A  cross  ^«cted  on  its  summit  betokened  its 
present  unwarlike  occupation,  and  aocordii^y  we  found  it 
now  the  rendenoe  of  nuns. 

At  the  village  of  Lachine,  on  the  island  of  Montreal,  we 
agnin  landed,  and  took  ooadies  through  a  densely*popalaited 
coxmtry,  and  on  that  account  mcMre  closely  resembling 
Europe  than  any  district  I  had  seen  in  America.  The 
suburbs  of  Montreal  are  touch  like  those  o(  a  French 
town,  and  crowded  with  small  taverns  with  seats  and  trees 
ia  £ront  of  them.  Signs  ore  suspended  acixws  the  street, 
upon  which  all  the  good  things  that  may  be  obtained 
within  the  house  are  recounted,  and  inscriptions  in  both 
languages  attract  the  tmveUer*  One  or  two  dispensers  of 
ca££  and  eau-<le*vie  have  soared  higher  than  thm"  neigh^ 
hours,  and  posted  up  some  sudi  couplet  as  the  following  ^^ 

**  Belfast  Hotel. 
Good  morning,  friends — 
Come  io  and  rui — ^tbere's  yet  a  chair. 
As  you  can  have  refreshment  here." 

The  city,  when  viewed  from  the  low  range  of  hills  upon 
which  the  road  is  formed,  has  much  the  appearance  of  a 
European  town.  The  approadi  to  it  from  Ladiine^  nine 
miles  distant,  is  exceedingly  fine,  the  city  being  backed  by 
the  broad  St.  Lawrence  and  a  bold  mountainous  country ; 
but,  upon  entering  it,  we  passed  through  such  narrow  and 
filthy  streets,  that  it  seemed  to  me  sufficient  to  account  for 
the  dreadfol  mortality  which  had  taken  place  from  the 
cholera.    Every  seventh  person  had  been  cut  off  in  the 


course  of  a  few  weeka,  and  every  oiie  seen  in  the  streets 
showed  by  his  dress  that  he  wits  mounuug  the  loss  of  a 
relatiye  or  a  friend.  At  the  time  the  disease  vaa  lagiiig 
with  the  greatest,  violence,  th^re  bebg  from  170  to  200 
deaths  daily  out  of  a  population  of  32,000,  a  stiBQger 
entered  the  city,  in  his  appearance  almost  resembliQg  an 
Indian  Faquir.  His  beard  had  been  unshorn  for  weeks ; 
his  attire  was  tattered,  and  but  httle  better  than  that  of  a 
common  mendicant.  He  carried  several  small  cases  sus- 
pended from  his  neck,  containing  hog's  lard,  maple  sugar, 
and  charcoal,  with  which  he  proclaimed  he  would  cheek 
the  fury  of  the  disease,  and  exposed  himself  wherever  his 
assistance  was  required  without  receiving  any  remunera* 
tion.  Many  of  the  people  looked  upon  him  as  being  de* 
ranged,  and  held  him  up  to  ridicule ;  but  others,  who  had 
seen  whole  families  of  their  dearest  friends  swept  off  in  a 
single  day,  were  anxious  to  catch  at  any  thing  which  bore 
even  a  most  distant  chance  of  cure  along  with  it.  Whe- 
ther from  having  faith  in  these  his  simple  medicines,  or 
that-  they  actually  had  some  effect,  I  know  not,  but  they 
grew  so  into  repute  that,  when  I  arrived  at  Montreal,  the 
'^  Charcoal  Doctor "  (as  he  was  called)  was  esteemed  by 
some  as  no  less  than  their  guardian  angel.  I  saw  a  long 
letter  addressed  to  him,  signed  by  nearly  two  hundred 
people  whom  he  had  attended,  and  who  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  they  considered  him  as  sent  by  Divine  Power 
to  their  assistance.  He  was  now  residing  in  an  eminaat 
practitioner's  house,  and  still  attended  persons  without 
making  any  charge  for  his  services,  only  whoever  required 
them  paid  for  the  hire  of  a  carriage,  his  practice  being  too 
extensive  for  a  pedestrian.  I  never  could  ascertain,  nor 
could  any  one,  I  believe,  have  informed  me,  whence  he 
came,  who  he  was,  or  any  thing  about  his  previous  life. 
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There  were,  of  course,  ten  thousand  surmises,  but  the 
general  opinion  appeared  to  be  tiiat  he  was  an  American, 
from  one  of  the  New  England  States,  and  had  been  resid* 
ing  among  the  Indian  tribes  for  many  years,  until  accident 
had  informed  him  of  the  dreadful  pestilence  raging  in 
Montreal. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


The  death  of  General  Wolfe  was  a  national  loss,  universally  lamented. 
Brave  above  all  estimation  of  danger,  he  was  also  generous,  gentle,  complacent, 
and  humane :  the  pattern  of  the  officer,  the  darling  of  the  soldier. 

Smollbtf. 

A  death  more  glorious,  and  attended  with  circumstances  more  picturesque 
and  interesting,  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  history. 

BlLSHAir. 

With  less  of  good  fortune,  but  not  less  of  heroism,  expired  the  equally  gallant 
Montcalm. 

Marshall. 


The  island  upon  which  Montreal  is  built  is  about  32 
miles  in  length  and  7  in  breadth,  and  formed  at  the 
junction  of  the  Ottawa,  or  Grand  River,  which  divides  the 
Upper  firom  the  Lower  Province,  and  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  black  waters  of  the  former  river  do  not  mix  with 
those  of  the  St.  Lawrence  even  at  the  city,  which  is  ten 
miles  below  the  union  of  the  two  streams ;  but  a  distinct 
line  or  boundary  between  their  waters  can  be  seen  at  a 
considerable  distance.  This  circumstance  gave  rise  to  the 
old  Indian  saying  of,  ^^  As  soon  shall  the  waters  of  the 
Ottawa  mix  with  those  of  the  St.  Lawrenioe  as  the  blood  of 
the  red  man  with  that  of  the  pale  fiices."  The  river  in 
front  of  the  dty  is  nearly  two  miles  wide,  but  the  depth  is 
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only  sufficient  for  brigs  and  ships  of  small  burden,  of 
which  but  a  very  few  lay  in  the  stream  at  this  time, 
though  more  mercantile  business  is  transacted  here  than  at 
Quebec.  A  noble  quay  extends  for  some  distance  along 
the  margin  of  die  water,  and,  being  constructed  of  good 
substantial  materials,  is  a  great  ornament  to  the  city ;  it 
was  only  just  completed,  from  the  design  of  Captain  Piper 
I  believe)  of  the  Royal  Engineers. 

The  prettily  wooded  island  of  St.  Helens,  two  miles  in 
circumference,  lies  Opposite  the  town.  There  is  a  small 
fort  and  barracks  at  its  lower  extremity,  which  must,  how- 
ever, have  been  constructed  only  for  the  piurpose  of  dis- 
puting the  passage  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  as  tiie  rocks  rise 
so  closely  behind  some  of  the  buildings  that  a  moderately 
active  man  might  leap  without  much  exertion  on  to  their 
roc^,  or  a  small  party  of  riflemen  might  subject  the  garrison 
to  great  annoyance.  It  is  the  grand  dep^  of  artillery  atid 
military  stores  for  Canada;  and,  judging  from  late  cir- 
cumstances, such  an  establishment  is  much  required. 
The  15th  regiment  of  foot  were  encamped  amongst  the 

■ 

trees,  having  been  withdrawn  from  their  quarters  in  flie 
city  in  coiwequenoe  of  the  cholera  having  made  sue^  havoc 
in  the  ranks;  and,  thougb  at  this  Hme  only  half  el  n^t 
distant  from  their  baTracks,  not  a  single  case  hadkiceurred 
sinee  their  residence  in  the  island. 

The  mountain  from  which  1^  dfy  derives  -its*  mme 
rnes  about  700  feet  above  'the  kvel  of  the  river,  and  two 
miles  in  rear  of  Montreal.  The  summit  and  half  way 
down  its  sides  are  covered  with  forest,  but  the  base  is 
occupied  by  some  neat  houses,  with  gairdens  and  oma* 
mental  grounds. 

The  dty  possesses  some  fine  public  buSdings,  of  which 
the  CaAholic  Cathedral  is  probably  tiruperiorto  any  thing  of 
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the  kind  on  the  whole  Ameiican  Continent^  or  any  stroc- 
ture  of  the  19th  century.  The  funds  failed  before  it  was 
completed;  the  tower,  therefore,  and  some  of  the  exterior 
ornamental  woric  are  unfinished.  It  is  of  dark  grey  stone, 
and  built  after  the  Gothic  style  of  architecture.  The  di- 
mensions of  the  interior  are  255  by  130  feet,  and  it  is 
capable  of  containing  12,000  people,  there  being  two  gal- 
leries on  each  side  of  it.  The  vaulted  roof  is  supported  by 
eighteen  columns,  stained  izi  bad  imitation  of  marble,  and, 
with  great  want  of  good  taste,  has  been  chequered  with 
attemate  Uack  imd  white  stripes,  whidi  detract  much  from* 
its  beauty.  At  the  south  end,  there  b  a  large  stained 
window,  representing  the  ascension  of  our  Sayiour,  but  in 
my  opinion  executed  ih  too  gaudy  a  style  to  be  pleasing : 
bright  greens,  and  yellow,  which  are  the  predominant  co- 
lours, neither  hare  &  good  effect,  nor  do  they  throw  a  soft 
and  mellowed  shade  over  the  body  of  the  chiHch. 

I  was  shown  through  the  Convent  of  Grey  Nuns  by  a 
garrulous  veteran  of  the  29th  regiment,  who  had  joined  his 
corps  in  Canada  in  1735,  and  the  Hospital  in  1791,  having 
lost  his  left  leg  by  accident.  His  recollections  of  England 
were  indeed  very  fSEunt;  he  had  an  indistinct  idea  that  it 
was  not  so  well  wooded  as  America,  that  turnpike  roads 
were  more  general,  and  that  the  population  was  rather 
thicker  upon  the  ground,  but  nothing  ferther.  He  asked 
nae  if  I  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Walter  of  Ijondon,  and 
Mr.  So-and-so  of  Liverpool;  and,  though  by  his  own  ao- 
count  he  was  a  native  of  some  village  in  Herefordshire,  I 
overheard  him  telling  one  of  the  nuns  that  he  came  from 
the  same  town  as  myself  and  was  well  acquainted  with 
my  family !  The  Hospital  or  Convent  (for  it  is  known  by 
both  names)  is  situated  between  the  St.  Lawrence  and  a 
deep,  dirty  credc,.  over  which  a  stone  arch  was  erecting,  so 
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as  to  oova  it  in,  the  preraknoe  of  the  cholera  having  been 
partly  attnbuted  to  the  nnwhoUoine  effluvia  ariaing  £rom 
it.  It  ia  a  laige  heavy  pile  of  buiUing^  and  haa  been  mneb 
augmented  of  late  years;  the  Chapel  was  abo  now  en- 
laiging  by  means  of  funds  transmitted  frcMn  France,  and, 
when  I  entered  it,  the  fiit  old  superior  and  two  of  the  aia- 
ters  were  planning  improvements^  assisted  by  a  host  of 
carpenters  and  masons.  All  religions,  sects,  and  naticma, 
are  alike  admitted;  and  but  ktdy  the  sepieaeatativea  of 
mne  di&rent  natiims  were  within  its  walla*  £veEry  room 
was  neat  and  dean,  and  the  inmatea  appeared  aa  Qomi»(* 
able  and  happj  as  infirm  and  aged  people  could  be.  Jmt 
duding  fioom  fifiy  to  sixty  orphana,  there  w«isa  no  fewer  thap 
300  inmatas;  but  a  striking  diffisrenoe  waa  aiqpaKfpt  be- 
tween the  care  and  attention  paid  to  the  liytimatt  and 
illegitimate  children:  tihey  were  not  oply  in  aepamte  roomi, 
but  the  former  were  tu  neater  in  their  personal  rofpiai 
anoe,  and  bore  evident  symptoms  of  being  better  cared  £ar 
than  the  othera,  who  it  would  seem  wera  aiqypoaed  to  hsPie 
less  powerful  claims.  A  considerable  income  is  darned 
from  the  sale  of  litde  fimcy  articles  made  by  the  nuna,  of 
wham  there  are  nearly  lUrty,  and  by  the  childien,  e^ery 
visitor  purchasing  a  few,  for  which  he  generally  pays  well 
without  scruple,  having  been  witnass  to  the  excettenee.and 
benefit  of  the  institutum.  Though  I  visited  it  aa  eaiiy  aa 
half  past  10  o'dock,  I  found  old  and  young  sitlpng  dow« 
at  well-covered  dinner  tables. 

The  Catholic  is  the  prevailing  Religion  in  the  dty^  and 
the  Seigniory  of  the  island  ia  held  by  the  deigy  of  dMt 
church,  firom  which,  with  a  heavy  per  centage  upon  the 
transfer  by  sale  of  all  real  eatates,  a  laige  revenue  ia  da- 
rived.  Though  so  many  Engliah  and  Scotch  reaide  in  the 
city,  the  French  language  is  very  generally  qwken,  and  bat 
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ifeir  of  the  natives  of  the  lower  class  speak  the  English 
iuently.  The  shops  are  very  excellent,  and  I  never  saw  in 
one  place  so  many  Ibr  Ae  sale  of  clothes,  the  entire  street 
of  Notre  Dame  being  occupied  by  them.  The  Market- 
house  is  not  only  a  shabby,  bat  a  dirty  building ;  at  the 
head  of  it  is  a  monument  erected  to  Ndson^  about  thirty 
ftefc  in  height^  surmounted  by  his  statue,  with  an  inscrip- 
tion ttid  rdievos  upon  tihe  pedestaL  Adjoining  it  is  tiie 
Place  d'Armes,  a  lerelled  platform  on  the  side  of  the  hiU 
^pcm  witidi  the  dty  stands.  Its  length  is  about  800  yards, 
and  breadth  100,  and  is  a  fine  promenade^  but  no  orna- 
mental buildings  firont  upon  it.  One  side  overlooks 
some  lidkls,  and  die  others  are  formed  by  the  teat  of  the 
glK>l  and  some  common  private  dwellings.  Hie  Hotels 
are  excefient,  and  tiie  Britidi  American,  where  I  resided 
dhiring  my  stay  at  Montreal,  is  very  comfortable — in  fact, 
fluB  fittest  house  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers  in  the 
Ganadas.  A  person  is  there  relieved  from  witnesmng  the 
(Ksagreeable  habits  so  common  in  the  United  States ;  the 
bsbits  indeed  of  the  Provindalists  differ  but  very  little 
ftom  those  of  the  old  country. 

At  fhe  time  of  our  arrival,  the  Court  of  King's  Bendi 
had  opaied,  and  the  trial  of  two  British  officers  (Colonel 
Mcintosh  and  Captain  Temple  of  the  15th  foot)  was  taking 
{dace^  fct  &ing  upon  a  mob  during  election  riots  in  the 
month  of  May,  by  which  three  men  (French  Canadians) 
were  killed,  and  several  wounded.  The  coroner's  jury  could 
not  agree  upon  any  verdict,  and  bills  were  submitted  to 
1^  grand  jury,  charging  die  officers  with  murder.  They 
were  finally  honourably  acquitted,  and  received  public 
thanlcs  from  Ae  Oovemor-Genetal  for  their  conduct  during 
the  dection.  There  was  indeed  little  doubt  that,  but  for 
the  praiseworthy  conduct  of  the  magistrate  who  called  the 
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troops  out  upon  tiiat  occasion,  the  dtjr  oi  Montreal  would 
have  been  subject  to  simifaur  scenes  which  fasYe  taken  place 
elsewhere,  when  a  in<^  has  gained  the  ascendancy^  There 
appeared,  I  was  sorry  to  see,  a  most  violent  iU^will  existing 
beftween  the  French  and  Englifth  settlers,  whieh  was  car- 
ried to  tn  extraordinary  pileh  on  the  side  of  the  former, 
who  in  their  public  meetings  did  not  hesitate  tx>  accuse  the 
British  Government  of  scsiding  a  torrent  of  Protestant 
emigfttnts  **  to  wrest  their  native  cotkntry  from  them,  and" 
(to  quote  the  language  of  one  of  their  orators)  ^'  to  obtain 
the  disposal  of  a  property  which  oifght  to  serve  as  an  outlet 
fb)r  the  industry  of  the  Canadian  youth,  and  as  an  asylum 
Ibr  their  posterity."  But  he  yet  hoped  ^^  that  they  might 
preserve  their  nittionality,  and  avoid  tkese  future  calami- 
ties, by  opposing  a  barrier  to  this  toirent  of  emigration/' 
A  resolution  to  the  same  intent  was  passed  at  a  meeting 
held  at  St.  CSiarles's,  at  wMdi  opcAent  and  influential 
persons,  who  had  filled  high  and  honourable  posts  in  die 
colony,  took  a  lead.  The  Montreal  Herald^  an  able  aind 
wdl-oonduoted  paper,  in  noticing  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting,  says  of  the  above  resolution,  ^'  This  uaeaaftiess 
a^ut  the  uncultivated  lands  arises  from  the  anxiety  of  a 
party  (who  have  long  lived  upon  the  delusive  dream  of  oiie 
day  reverting  to  Fmnce,  or  being  able  to  revohttioniae 
Canada)  to  arrest  emigration,  and  thus  prevent  the  settle- 
ment of  those  lands  by  British  subjects,  which  must  of 
course  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  for 
ever  dissipate  the  ridiculous  idea  of  *  La  maion  Ctma- 
dienne.' "  At  this  same  meeting  the  British  were  also  ac- 
cused of  having  introduced  the  cholera  into  Canada;  or, 
in  the  words  of  the  resolution  itself  (the  1 3th),  "Tliat 
England  will,  in  any  case,  have  to  justify  herself,  for 
having  suffered  so  considerable  an  emigmtion  at  a^  time 
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when  she  was  under  the  iiightftil  inflnenoe  of  the  cliojbnti? 
Xrhtch  by  this  means  has  been  Laferodiiced  into  this  cokmy, 
the  dixnate  of  which  is  the  most  healthy  in  all  Ameiica, 
and  has  cohered  it  widi  mourning  and  desoUition."  In 
its  remafks  npon  ikia  flubjeet^  the  same  pap^  ai^yt> 
^  It  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the  im^us  pna- 
sumption,  and  reddess  Asregard  of  truth,  which  t^  sorve 
the  hostile  tiewB  of  these  leaden,  and  exette  the  pr^udices 
of  the  people  against  due  new  popuhstion^  dafes  to  i^furge 
the  motfier  country  with  ihe  wil&l  introduction  of  a  peati- 
lenoe  £rom  wfaieh  the  AU-wiae  Dispoaer  of  events  has  npt 
esemptsd  these  pnmneee  or  ikin  coniinent,  and  which  hfks 
been  felt  with  more  or  less  sererity  in  afanoat  every  pa^ 
of  the  habitahle  ^be.  The  sresoluttOD,  though  paenk^  is 
important,  £rom  shoving'  boor  hr  these  demf^oguas  pr^* 
aume  on  the  ignorance  of  their  followers,  and  the  mofi- 
stra«0  fiibrioalioiis  tiiey  dare  to  palm  upon  the  deluded  a^d 
ig^vant  people,  as  serioua  and  irrefragable  truths.".  I 
moat  confess  that  the  little  I  saw  and  heard  of  the  French 
Oanadiana  impreased  me  with  very  unfiiYOttraUe  opinions 
of.thtti*  In  Ihe  full  enjojoment  of  their  own  religion,  civil 
laws,  and  political  rig^bts — ^burdened  by  no  tans  ofany 
deseription-*-^with  free  trade,  and  England's  protection,  they 
were  dissatisfied  and  discontented.  Not  the  sl%htest  wiidi 
to  impDOve  the  state  of  the  conntry  was  any  where  visible ; 
but  every  public  undertaking  of  any  importance  waa  the 
work  of  too  kind  a  step^mother.  I  do  not  view  the  oiryium- 
stanee  of  their  forming  tberaaelvea  into  volunteer  corps,  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  as  originating  in  pure 
loyalty  to  their  sovereign,  but  rather  in  a  desire  to  defend 
th^r  own  property,  and  because  they  would  prefer  being 
the  spoilt  and  indulged  ehildren  of  England  to  falling 
under  the   dominion  of  the  United  States,  which  would 

z  2 


310  A   8ITBALTBRN*S    FURLOUGH. 

shortly  hmndate  them  mtii  a  toirent  of  speeokton  and 
enterprising  men,  as  well  as  lay  a  few  taxes  upon  their 
shoulderB.  I  had  crossed  the  frontier  with  liie  expecta- 
iSon  of  fin^g  one  of  the  happiest  and  most  loyal  nations 
in  tiie  woiM ;  but,  as  iar  as  my  jwi^gmettt  went,  fbnnd  it 
ffai^  otherwise.  To  me  the  Canadians  appeared  utterly 
dtfcM  of  that  sjdrit  of  enteiprtse  which  diitingiiiriies  the 
BngKsh  and  American  settlers ;  and,  though  three^fbordn' 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Iiower  Canada  (or  nearly  300;000) 
a#e  of  French  descent,  they  are  afanost'  eonflned  to  the 
or^^al  settlements,  along  a  narrow  strip  on  Che  banks  of 
the  St.  Lawrence,  where  tliey  have  imporerished-  the  so3 
by  their  slovenly  system  of  famdng. 

Leavfa^  Montreal  at  eight  o^dodt  m  tlie  ovensng,  I  lost 
a  view  of  the  scenery  below  Hie  town,  and  of  Sor^  at  the 
moath  cf  the  ChamUee  or  SoreU  Riv^  where  the  Go- 
vemor^Oeheral  usoaHy  passes  someof  thesummermontiis. 
But  the  recollection  of  onr  two  hoim'  stay  t^re  is  weB' 
ififipressed  upon  my  memory.   *It  was  about  midnight - 
when  we  arrived,  and  the  few  passengers  (only  sixteen  in 
number)  had  earty  retired  to  their  berths.    Hie  vessel  was 
scarcely  moored  alongside  tiie  pier  ere  I  was  awaked  from  - 
a  sound  sleep  by  the  violent  screams  of  some  poor  ta&tt ' 
whom  the  crew  were  carrying  ashore,  just  attacked  by  ^' 
cholera.    I  had  been  suffering  much  the  preceding  week 
from  an  ^illness  which  at  one  time  threatened  to  take  a' 
dangerous  turn,  and  had  not  yet  recovered  from  the  effects 
of  it.    I  shall  never  ibrget  the  misery  I  endured  the  re- 
mainder of  that  night ;  I  threw  myself  off  my  cot,  and 
walked  the  upper  deck  in  the  cold  n^t  air,  while  the 
screams  of  agony  stiH  rung  in  my  ears,  and  paced  up  and 
down  until  daxen  of  day,  by  whiph  time  I  had  mustered 
up  all  my  stoicism,  and  was  prepared  for  any  event.    A 
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laAturally  good  oonstitution,  however^  in  a  few  days  enabled 
me  agidn  to  undergo  almost  any  fiitigue. 

The  steamers  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  between  Montreal 
and  Quebec,  are  superior  to  those  even  on  the  American 
waters  which  had  so  much  surprised  me.  The  ''  British. 
America''  and  ^^  John  Bull"  are  fitted  up  in  a  magnificent 
style,  and  are  complete  floating  dmwing-rooms.  T%e  di^ 
mensions  of  the  latter  are  on  the  grandest  scale,  being 
188  feet  in  length  by  70  in  breadtii,  the  wings  included, 
and  about  1200  tons  burden.  Its  name  is  well  merited, 
having  towed  ux  vessels^  two  of  them  cf  S50  tons,  irom 
Ckuebeo  up  to  Montreal,  at  one  tame*  The  travelkr  may 
really  experience  something  like  comfort  on  board  of  them, 
there  not  being  the  crowd  of  passengers,  nor  the  scramble 
for  meals,  to  which  he  is  ao  accustomed  in  the  States^ 

Hie .  country  below  the  town  of  Trois  Rivieres»  at  the- 
mouth  of  the  St.  Maurice^  becomes  more  diversified,  a&, 
fording  occasional  v>ews  of  rising  hills  below  Quebec,  and 
long  streets  of  houses  with  white  roofs  and  walls,  wh]|d^ 
when  first  seen  atadistance  on  the  lofty  banks  of  the  river, 
may  be  easily,  mistaken  for  a  large  encampment.  The 
French  settlers  usually  paint  the  roofs  whits^  as  tending 
to  preserve  the  shingles  of  which  they  are  constructed, 
and  also  to  repel  the  heat  of  the  sun's  rays.  I  have  seen 
many  washed  in  this  manner  firom  the  foundation  to 
the  ridgepole,  and  the  chimney  painted  black  5  I  always 
thought  they  bore  a  close  resemblance  to  a  negro  woman 
decked  out  in  her  best  bib  and  tucker.  After  passing  the 
mouth  of  the  Cbaudiere  River,  over  which  a  fine  bridge  of 
one  arch  is  thrown,  and  entering  Wolfe*s  Cove,  the  ship- 
ping and  fortress  of  Quebec  hegax  to  open  out  from  behind 
a  promontory^  and  few  places  can  boast  of  so  magnificent 
an  approach.    The  bold  craggy  rocks  of  Cape  Diamond, 
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crowned  with  the  impregnaUe  fortress,  stand  in  bold  re« 
lief  against  the  sky ;  xratttenxis  Sh^s  lie  ait  their  anchorage 
iii  die  broad  and  smooth*  mer^  350  ftet  beneath,  between 
the  dtaddi  mid  point  Levi;  and  in  the  distanoe  a  lofty, 
range  of  Und  hills  form  a  fine  badcgroond  to  a  hswA  and 
ditddy^pc^nlated  country.  For  some  tame  the  old  and 
picturesque  braidings  only  of  the  lower  town  at  the  water's 
edge  are'  miMe;  nor  nntil  widdn  the  diatanca  of  half  a 
mile  fcem  Point  Levi  does  the  upper  town,  with  its  nu- 
merous glittering  spires  and  convent  roofsi,  begin  to  show 
itself  on  the  opposite  mde  of  the  Gstadel,  or  liie  more  proh* 
minent  object,  the  castie  of  St»  Lewis;,  the  residence  of 
the  GovemoT'-General.  It  is  supported  ufam  die  edge  of 
the  predpice  by  large  buttresses  imder  the  fomidation  of 
the  outer  wall  of  the  building,  and  almost  overhanga  tiie 
houses  at  the  margin  of  the  water.  But  all  dnse  fiivour- 
able  impressions  are  dispelled  upon  entering  the  dirt^ 
narrow  streets  of  the  lower  town ;  nor  was  it  until  after 
much  perseverance  that  we  obtained  aeoommodatiDii  of  a 
very  incfifferent  kind  in  the  upper  town.  Tke  principal 
hotel  had  been  closed,  without  any  consideratiGn  for  the 
comfort  of  a  few  travellers,  as  soon  as  (be  choleca  broke 
out,  the  landlord  folding  that  he  was  a  loser  by  ^»<yf"g 
the  establishment  open. 

The  capital  of  Lower  Canada  occupies  the  tongue  of  u 
peninsula  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  St.  Chflies  with 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  contains  upwards  of  20,000  people. 
The  upp^  town  is  encircled  by  a  strong  Widl  nearly  three 
miles  in  extent,  with  batteries  at  intervals,  and  is  entered 
by  five  gates,  the  principal  one  from  the  harbour  being  at 
the  summit  of  a  steep  and  winding  road  up  the  side  of  the 
ro<^.  The  lower  town  is  built  in  sohie  places  upon  piers, 
and  land  reclaimed  from  the  riv^er;  in  others  by  under- 
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mming  thft  baae  o£  Utt.  rofik.  Instances  have  occoxxed 
(one  daring  my  sesideaeeui  AmsAse)  of  laqp  poxtioiui  of 
it  {^ving  way  and  rushii^  down  upon  l2ie  roofii  of  ifche 
hotiaes  fiom«a  hoght  of  two  or  three  himdred&eL 

^Hie  oitadel^  wkidi  28  Ae  great  Hon  of  the  phflOj  occiqdes 
a  large  proportion  of  tlM  tipper  town,  and  is  sitaated  npoii 
t^e  highest  pant  ofOape  XNaiDtond,  a  hard  but  luittle  rock 
with  quarts  crrstaLU  tntanqMrsed.  The  siXN^  howevei^ 
is  not  of  a  fit  quaUtjrfloc  the  foitiftcaiiaiis,  and  the  mate* 
riak  need  in  their  constraeticn  ace  hsongbt  by  the  St 
Lawrence  ffom  Montreal  to  the  foot  of  aaincUaed  ptane^ 
which  has  been  cenatmoted  irom  the  river  into  the  iiv 
tenor  of  the  ciAadei,  and  hoisted  up  the  railway  by  .meana 
of  machinery*  Great  additions  were  making  within  tha 
fortress^  but  the  old  Freneh  waUs,  erected  during  the  time 
of  Montcalm,  aaEid  which  0ie  ei^ineers  were  fa^ang  afireah, 
were  yet  (firm.  Much  yet  i«mains  to  be  done  in  the  in- 
terixxr,  and  ev«i  en  Hie  exterior  works  on  the  face  towards 
the  plaiaB  of  Ajborahem. 

An  dbehsh  has  lately  been  eraoisd  by  the.offioers  of  the 
garrison  to  die  memory  ctf  Wolfe  and  Montcalm^  in  &oot 
of  the  government  gawlens*  It  is  65  feet  in  heig^  but 
bears  no  inseuiptdon;  nor  ev^fi  the  names  of  the  heroes  in 
whose  honour  it  was  erected.  The  pUins  upon  wbkh  both 
fell  lie  abouit  a  mile  to  the  wwt  of  the  citadel,  firom  which 
the  ground  rises  and  falls  in  small  and  abrupt  undulations. 
The  field  of  action  is  yet  open,  and  used  as  a  raco-coursei 
but  the  rock  against  which  the  British  general  reclined, 
when  dying  (near  a  redoubt  whidi  may  be  even  now 
traced  out  on  the  borders  of  the  plains),  was  destroyed  by 
bhsting  with  gunpowder  some  time  since,  the  Vandalic 
proprietor  of  the  garden  in  which  it  was  situated  com- 
plaining that  his  fences  were  injured  by  the  curiosity  of 
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tintonk  TMr^  ii  »'li0ivre  ol  WoU»  cwmd  m  vood^  and 
Iftttaned  at  the  n4e.i9f  *  Jaonae  «t  an ,aiq^  of  a  strac* 
about  12  feet  firom  the  ground,  which  has  ^ubmjB  bena 
epQtaddroA  ait^xoaBm^k  Kkeneaar  ;  Tke  Qmeial  afpipeam  in 
H^Umt  a  tfanog^. ^staana  Soitn^vrrmi  a 4^uUe-brMited 
^id^frodKiecirt  t^ifli.  yid)#w.&mii%  oMlied  haV  yittov  toprf 
boot%'(irUto  tartafite%  .aM.-:w9ut9T  abouldoi^belt:  iwf  Ma 
^okd;  Ua.fpMlaoii^-r^nA'an^  effr 

tandadaam  Ap  -aCtiteda  4)f  gifpuif  x>n}eiff«  13m  4iK»fc 
aOiare  GcsMMdi  MoAtgQinerjr  was  IdUad  ibA.bia  attack  iifiQit 
ttaalMef-on  ttieiu^t^if  tbeaiist  ofc  Deaambar^  177j&#*4i| 
wiHttB.&iew  paaas  of  t^ ^feol-. <tf  tte  aodioad  plana»>M)4 
his  remaioa  werr  laMterrod^  npatil  I6i3  i'Whaa  tiiay  imra.ae-) 
moved  to  New  York),  near  the  gate  of  St.  Lewis. 

The  Jesuits'  Convent,  winch  reverted  to  the  Crown  some 
years  since,  is  now  ooeupied  by  a  c^gunent  of  infiuitry, 
and  makes  an  exoelletkt  and  eapaeious  barrack.  What  was 
the  fiithers'  pleasure-garden  in  olden  times  is  now  the 
paiade  ground.  In  otiker  refspapla  rit}  .iq^rpeani  to  haarn 
ladeiBona  vevf  .little  «hatiBe,0»u»ipt  withj(eg$aA't«i;ata 
ocoafailta)^,'bdiig  amviausitad  .by  l^old  apire^  aodretaia^ 
Big  tike  ataong  iraxk-stadded  galea,  wi|;h  idia  aacaed.  dtfmM 
upoft  tiienu  On  the  oprpoaifke  ode  of  the  markatrplaea;ii( 
the  large  and  tmgiMelul  bnnLdBng  of  iha  Aomait  Catkajia 
Cathedial,  whatc  I  attended  one  day  at  the  poAiRttatiaeiiif 
U^  mass,,  but  was  glad  to  ibake  my  escape  again^iiater  tfaa 
apen  air,  such  a  danae  crowd  waa  tbafea  in^evarjr  pavt^  of 
it»  As  in  Montreal,  theCatb<ritcdargyix>aseaaani«)Etami 
siva  property  in  Quebec.  The  seminary  wUdb  ac^jmna  tb% 
Cathedral  occupies,  together  tuith  its  .garden^  seneti  aotosi 
of  ground  in  the  upper  towu>  Ae  Ursaliae  Conveal>  paa^ 
sesaes  as  much  laore^r  and  ^AeH^tel  Dieuevenaa  muck 
as  twdvu;    so  that,   iriiat  with  tiie  citadd^  eouventa^ 


ttke  uppe^  to^w-is  telhioMl  to  n  lttef^^<nph«r'i;oiapBMi 
widi' itar'efiieiit«^'  -  ^ »«  '^      "..-»  ••  "  ■  ^^ 

s  crafty  old  edlficie,  and  mudb  reqidrait^ 
wifigj  ^il4ii&>  is  BfOir  era^tiiftg^'  >Wlthin  ii;<i»riyards4)f/H^ 
dvor  flie^  do<^  of  ^tt  »hop,  oi>potttd  Q»  pos1>offioe,  iv'^thtf 
fttderqpv^seiitfttiofA  ^«  Aog gMmmga^ boii(e,!«idchLttliold« 
between!  ifsr' f&MNpaimi:  Tbe' whole  beursAe'iiiarki^ 
luEM^ng:  irt;:  cme  tittte  been  ridiljr  t^ded  a»d;  emamcntttodtf 
Upon  t^e  jsame'^tablet  is  the  ftUkmxig  inscdnptioti>>^    > 

Je  suis  qn  Chien  qui  ronge  Tos — 
En  le  rongeant  je  prend  mon  repos — 
''  '  '      -  tJfri6ikB«9endm,4^il'€«tpa8^emt^  -.''/r-f 

.    .         .  /  '      ...  9wQ  je  motiiai  ^  m'aiva  moxvlu.  .  .^ 

.      .  J736. 


)    t 


Fkmt  the  sdt«^Qn  of  thdiBe  enigiiiatical  lines.  I  wi«.  cd[>li^ 
lo  an  ^oHoer  ki  the'  gaxgrisoia  ot  CiMbec*  Tk»«tory  is^  Ami 
seme  tibwty^r  A  hundbed  years  siaee  &.Mr^  PbilUbeit^  a 
meiHAittit  iH  the  dty^  and  Mr.  Bigot,  a  genHeBMin  at  tho 
head'oC  the  &iAndtl  department  imder  the  Preaoh  goten^ 
fiseni,  were  iMit  tipon  aaaicable  tekms.  The  latter  em^ 
btwed  av«ry  ^ppdrtamty  of  oppressiag  the  ather^  irho^ 
not;  possessing  aaffieient  ind«enoe  to  haver  his  oemplaiBta 
UKaiiMi:  hiii  pcrirapftd  enemy  redressed^  took  the  above 
poetical  means  of  preferring  them*  Mr*  Bigofs  cause 
was  seen  ^tahen  up  by  an  officer  of  the  garrison,  wha 
plunged  his  smndthrongh  Mn  Fhillibert's  body  as  he  was 
descending  the  VSi,  and  made  his  escape  to  the  French 
settlement  of  Poife&herry  in  the  East  Indies,  where  he  in 
turn  was  killed  in  a  duel  with  the  brother  of  Mr.  liiiUibert, 
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who  had  left  IVanoe  for  the  puipoM  of  ftvengiDg  the 
murder  of  his  brother. 

Although  there  is  litde  of  interest  in  Quebec  itself,  yet 
the  surrounding  scenery  is  sufficient  to  compensate  for  any 
loss.   In  company  with  two  English  gentiemen,  I  made  an 
excursion  on  the  1st  of  September  to  the  FaUs  of  Mont- 
morenci,  about  seven  iiiiles  from  the  city.  The  road  crosses 
the  St.  Charles  River  over  a  long  wooden  Inidge,  and  be* 
comes  execraUy  bad  as  soon  as  the  outskirts  of  the  lower 
town  are  passed^  altho:ugh  a  oontinned  line  of  houses  and 
smafl  fistrms  extend  the  entire  distance.    The  hills  which 
run  parallel  with  the  river,  at  the  distance  of  ten  or  twdve 
miles,  form  the  boundary  of  the  narrow  belt  of  cultivatioD. 
Patting  our  horses  up  at  the  small  French  inn  on  the 
banks  of  the  Montmorenci,  we  walked  down  to  view  the 
Falls  3  but  with  what  far  different  feelings  from  those  with 
which  we  had  visited  Niagara  three  weeks  before !    We 
had  been  told  every  where  in  Quebec  of  the  Falls  of  Mont- 
morenci,  and  ocmseqaNidy  considered  ourselves,  as  ttar 
vellers,  in  duty  bound  to  visit  them,  though,-  had  each  of 
us  spoken  the  candid  truth,  we  should  have  said  we  had 
seen  quite  sufficient  falls  of  water  to  satisfy  the  taate  .of 
any  moderate  man.    And  i«aUy  Niagara,  tiiie  great  cUmax 
of  every  thing  grand  in  a  catamct,  gives  one  a  sad  distaste 
for  all  future  sights  of  that  description.    No  4>ne,  unless 
he  is  blessed  with  the  happy  talent  of  fbrgettxi^  things  as 
soon  as  he  has  seen  them,  should  venture  near  another  fiJl 
for  at  least  a  twelvemondi  after  he  has  seen  that  at  Nia* 
gara.    If  he  does,  it  is  ten  to  one  that  he  aimoys  his 
friends  who  act  as  chaperons  upon  the  occasion,  by  show- 
ing  the  most  perfect  indifference,  or  something  even  ap- 
proaching to  sovereign  cont^npt,  at  the  sight. 

At  Montmorenci  the  Fall  itself  is  every  thing:  there  axe 


A  subaltcrn's  tvnvoveiu.  347 

n6  grand  aeoompanifiients.    Th«  water  sfaMts  in  »  sheet 
about  120  fSeet  broad  over  a  precipice  to  the  depth  of 
240  feet,  and  then  roiling  onwards  a  few  hundred  yards 
unites  with  tiiose  of  the  St.  Lawrence.     The  banks  on 
each  side  of  it  are  smooth  and  piedpftduB,  with  their 
summits  crowned  with  trees,  and  a  mill  is  perched  on 
high  upon  the  yerge  of  the  Fall.    There  is,  however,  a 
fine  view  of  Gtuebec,  and  the  isle  of  Orleans  which  forms 
the  eastern  side  of  the  noble  harbour,  from  the  junction 
of  the  rivers.     One  of  my  companions  and  myself  thought 
proper  to  ford  the  Montmorenci  below  the  Falls,  where  it 
is   1500  feet  broad,  to  the  ruins  of  a  large  saw-mill  upon 
the  opposite  side,   for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
depth  of  water  and  forming  some  idea  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  henric  Wolfe's  enterprise  when  he  stormed  the  French 
batteries  under  a  heavy  fire.     In  twenty-five  ipinutes  we 
gained  the  opposite  bank,  having  narrowly  escaped  being 
washed  off  our  legs  several  times ;  but  our  wounded  feet, 
(owing  to  the  sharp  edges  of  rocks),  with  cramped  and 
stiff  legs  for  the  next  fi^rty-eight  hours,  gave  us  ample 
cause  to  repent  our  undertaking.    The  mill,  which  was 
the  most  extensive  in  the  province,  had,  by  some  strange 
accident  or  neglect,  been  consumed  by  fire  a  few  months 
previous,  though  a  sufficient  body  of  water  could  have 
been  thrown  upon  it  to  have  almost  washed  away   the 
entire  building.    A  broad  and  deep  water-coiurse  conducts 
a  powerfiil  stream  fix)m  above  the  Falls  along  the  summit 
of  the  bank  until  immediately  above  the  mill,  when  it 
rushes  down  an  inclined  plane  of  800  feet  in  length,  with 
amazing  power  upon  the  wheels.     From  it,  conductors 
were  so  arranged  as  to  lead  the  water  throughout  the 
building  in  case  of  necessity,  but  all  appeared  to  have 
been  of  no  avail  in  staying  the  destruction.     Several  acres 
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of  ground  were  covered  with  the  timber  which  had  been 
prepared  for  exportation.  Wolfe's  Ckyve  also  was  so 
densely  covered  with  it  that  it  was  like  one  huge  raft; 
and,  notwithstanding  thirty  or  forty  vessek  were  taking  in, 
it  made  no  perceptible  diminution. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


The  wind  it  was  fair,  and  the  moon  it  shone 

Serenely  on  the  sea. 
And  the  vessel  it  dane'd  o'er  the  rippling  waves^ 

And  moved  on  gallantly. 

Old  Ballad. 

Where  cliffs,  moors,  marshes,  desolate  the  view, 
Where  haunts  the  bittern,  and  where  screams  the  mew. 
Where  prowls  the  wolf,  where  rolled  the  serpent  lies. 
Shall  solemn  fanes  and  halls  of  justice  rise. 
And  towns  shall  open  (all  of  structure  fair) 
To  bright*ning  prospeets  and  to  purest  ur. 

Savagr. 


Prbviods  to  the  appearance  of  the  cholera,  a  steamer 
plied  between  Quebec  and  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  but, 
owing  to  the  long  quarantine  imposed  upon  yessels  arriving 
at  the  latter  port  without  a  Bill  of  Health,  the  proprietors 
declined  making  any  further  trips  -until  Quebec  should  be 
pronounced  free  from  infection.  This  was  a  most  unex- 
pected impediment  to  the  tour  I  had  meditated  through 
the  Eastern  provinces,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  length  of 
voyage  in  a  sailing  vessel  was  such  that  I  came  to  the 
resolution  of  making  an  overland  journey  through  the 
dense  forests,  or  paddling  myself  in  a  canoe  down  the  rivers 
into  New  Brunswick.     My  time,  too,  being  very  limited. 
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it  was  necessary  that  I  should  either  pursue  that  course 
or  ]aj  aside  all  thoughts  of  seeing  any  thing  fiurther  of  the 
British  Provinces.  My  fnends  attempted  to  dissuade  me 
from  the  undertaking,  on  account  of  the  latenesa  and  un- 
healthiness  of  the  seascm,  and  the  weight  of  a  hair  would 
almost  have  turned  the  scale,  when  I  fortunately  became 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Reid  (a  gentleman  from  Geoigia), 
who  having  much  t^  same  object  in  view  as  myself,  we 
agreed  to  make  the  journey  in  company.  Having,  there- 
fore,  laid  in  a  small  stock  of  providons,  a  bottle  of  lau- 
danum, a  whole  box  fiiU  of  opium  pills,  witii  a  suitable 
quantity  of  eau-de  Cologne  and  ea^i-de'-vie^  ^as  a  precau- 
tion against  the  choiera,  we  set  «ail  mitk  a  Ught  westerly 
breeze  down  the  broad  St.  Lawrence  at  mid-^lay  on  the 
3d  of  September.  As  the  weather  appeared  settled  and 
pleasant,  we  preferred  taking  an  open  pUot-boat  \o  tra- 
velling in  a  carvii^  over  a  'hundred  miles  of  T<mgli  road, 
and  at  considerable  additional  expense,  the  owiter  of  the 
land  conveyance  havis^  theconscienfse  to.diNnftfid  fifteen 
dollars  (3/.  sterling)  per  diem  for  the  trip. 

Being  ebb  tide,  we  glided  rapidlyipast  the  isle  of  Orleans, 
where  those  hiige  floating  maflmes  of  UmbfUF,  tbe  .Cc^jumbus 
and  Baron  Renfrew,  were  put  togelih^j.aiid^  Igqr  the  .tiina 
the  flood  Jbad  set  in,  were  thirty-eight  miles  fr^j^a  Qu^^>Qf^; 
when,  not  having  sufficient  breeee  to  stem  theticle^  wp 
eame  to  an  andbor.  The  aun  had  set  3ome  t^n^  but  it 
was  a  mild  and  {deasant  eyeiuing,  with  a  bright  «H>on  $bi»- 
ing  overhead,  and  every  star  in  the  heavens  30  dearly 
reflected  in  the  smooth  mirror  upon  whid)  we  lay  that 
ijEideed  we  should  have  been  inaenfiible  to  the  charms  of 
nature,  had  we  not  been  delighted  with  our  aijtw^QA- 
Thinking  that  music  would  well  accord  with  the  time  and 
place,  I  produeed  a  flute  from  the  deptl^  of  my  port- 
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manteau;  and  htmng  in  my  eariier  days  kiamed  the 
gamut,  ^^Ood  save  the  King/'  ^^  tibe  Mtish  Grenadiers/' 
and  a  qidck  atop  <ir  two,  &YOUiad  my  c&BxpnuoA  and  the 
pilot  with  a  solo*  Thoogfa,  probably^  not  eepiaHmg  the 
almins  of  OrphenSy  it  had  aone  eficet  vqpon  the  crew  of  a 
schooner  which  ky  at  anchor  about  two  cablet'  length 
abeam  of  us.  A  deep  and  hoarse  Toioe  inwaedaatefey 
httlled  tu  aOiosB  the  water  to  come  a  litde  nearer  to  tbem, 
fbUowed^  when  we  jfnnnad.thcv  invitalion  (lathier  radely, 
I  mtist  eottfaw),  by  a  aniit  aotlioiitative  osder  ^^to  strike 
up  ^Hearts  of  Oak,'  0t  they  would  board  us."  Now, 
having  no  ladies  in  >ow  compaay,  ae  was  due  case  with  the 
old  etory  «f  Dr.  Yom^  and  the  guttrdsmeii  upom  the 
Thames,  we  had  no  plea  £ot  ooneebtilig ;  so  sounding 
^  Biitons,  strike  Home^^'  we  beUly  defied  them  to  mortal 
oofnbat.  Not 'knowing,  howevctv  with  whait  foree  they  had 
to  contend,  they  >conteiited  themselves  widi  saluting  us 
with  a  broadside  of  most  meWftooiM  sea^phrases,  and 
firing  at  krtervaiii  half  a  <loisen  rounds  4tf  small  anas,  weU 
loaded  with  powder. 

Although  the  mght  was  ao  lovely,  I  cannot  say  that  we 
by  any  means  passed  a  comfortaUe  one*  The  boat  having 
no  deck,  lind  being  too  nc^rsiw  in  the  beam  to  admit  of 
recHniftg  at  full  length  on  tiie  thwarts,  we  were  obliged 
to  sleep  in  a  sitting  posture  on  the  bottom,  with  the 
habk  of=4yttr  heads  against  the  edge  of  a  seat,  and  ac- 
eOnhnigiy  each  of  us  awoke  in  tiie  morning  with  a  neck  as 
stiff  as  that  o£  a  raw  milicia>man  in  his  patent  leath^  stock 
upon  the  first  training  day.  Getting  early  under  weigh, 
we  beat  slowly  down  against  a  head  wind,  and  passed  the 
quanmtine  station  off  a  rooky  island  45  miles  from  Quebec. 
A  drizahi^  rain  coming  on  at  m]d-<by,  and  increasing  to 
torrents,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  gale  towards  sunset, 
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randeMd  ut  ia  m  mait  miaonUe  plight.  The  river 
BOW  tea  inilea  in  bmdO,  and,  a  heevy  aaa  riaing,  myoom- 
panion  beoame  rmj  unwaiL  Itia  pilot  aooa  followed  hia 
aBKBttile:  aod  L  not  donblinff  hot;  thai  it  snat  be  the 
ahokfa^  bnaied  anaalf  in  aaenshiiMt  £w  Ihe 
brandy,  end  opiam  pilla,  whidit  aa  ia  ovet  Ihe 
Ihinga  aie  moat  raqnaed^  wave  not  innid  enlil  the  ehule 
eentanta  of  my  portmentean  had  been  tenaad  ont  vooii 
Ae  iret  dedc  All  my  feer%  hoapevaa^  aiapeatiBg  csan^pe 
in  the  lega,  and  other  afaunoMig  ajni[iiiMeii,  vera  ^nte  nn 
neoaaaary.  **  Ptotorinnt  numtaa ;  neacetnr lidkwitaa  nme;" 
the  npahot  of  all  wea-«-ihey  vara  only  tronbM  with  tibet 
very  eommon  ooaoplaint,  or  ralher»  I  ahonid  call  it,  woni 
of  aU  miirrifiin    atn  niflmnai  1 

A  thi<^  fog  coming  on  at  dnak,  with  Aaod  tUk,  the  pilot 
infenned  na  that^  not  knowing  whweahenti  the  land  ky, 
he  dare  not  Tenteie  to  ran  ii^diiore  on  eoooauat  of  the 
voduyendlhatwemnatpaaaenother  nigjhfconhoai^;  end 
the  proapecta  of  aeoh  e  nighty  too  I  Eoi 
endeavom^  to  prevaU  upon  him  to  na 
he  woeld  not  haaard  any  things  we  hagui  to  main  tkft  n^ 
eaaaary  pwparationa  for  waatheriog  it  aa  weB  ee  poeaibla 
I  drew  on  two  peir  of  trowecao,  a  raal  alon  cap  aftd  hat, 
two  coata,  and  a  aealakin  jadmC,  with  hood  like  that  of 
an  EaqmmanT,  whidbi  I  had  pwrcbaaed  at  Qwbee;  apid,  ea 
the  anchor  waa  again  let  go^  quietly  aat  down,  and  moat 
patiently  radnred  the  |Htileaa  peltin^i  of  the  atoim.  At 
intervala,  during  the  night,  I  foD  into  e  itif^t  deee,  bnt 
by  degreea  the  heavy  pitdung  of  the  boot  would  oneae  my 
head  to  atrike  against  a  thwart,  or  touch  the  bottom  of  the 
vernal,  in  which  the  water  waa  now  from  four  to  aiz  inchea 
in  depth,  and  awake  me— ^or  the  purpoae  <^  going  through 
the  aame  motion  again  at  the  ^tpiration  of  another  quarter 
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of  an  bonr.  Wh6n  the  raomhig  dawned'  the  weather  had 
not  moderated  m  the  slightest  degree;  but  with  heavy 
hearts  and  ihwiehfld  dethes  we  again  got  tind^  'weigh'. 
For  mjr  0wtk  jnst- 1  was  at  enennibered  with  the'^weight 
of  1117  heayy  appArel  that,  had  l^e  boat  swamped,  I  should 
have  gone  to  the  bottom  Kke  a  Imnp  of  lead ;  my  compa^ 
aiott)  bebig  an  imfifikr^t  ssilsr,  eonid  scarcely  raise  his 
head,  and  tha  only  active  service  I  could  perform  was  16 
sit  at  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  wrenching  the  rain  out 
c€  my  oap'  ted  jacket,  or  tdce  a  torn  at  bsling  out  th^ 
walec  '  And,  when  this  last  oocnpation  had  ceased,  th^ 
three  of  iia  hnddkd  onrsdves  into  the  stem-sheets,  abbut 
4  -feet  by  Biy  fer  mfutiial  warmtii ;  and  witii  chattering 
teeih  sat  there,  for  all  the  world  like  so  many  dripping 
wwIb  npon  a-  perch  dmtng  a  shower  of  ram. 

y/k  Hd  nofr  make  lii^  -land  round  Kamouraska  Bay^ 
ninety  nliea  hdtm  Chxebee,  until  we  had  been  exposed  td 
tiie  fall  fcry  of  %ke  storm  Mr  twenty-four  hours.  In  an- 
ather  %onr  we  landed,  and  were  soon  comfortably  stowed 
Mray  in  ^  little  Fikii^  inn,  buiftly  eni|doyed  in  ovdrhduling 
e«r  wet  portmanteaus,  tnA  inspecting  the  state  of  our 
alock  of' provisions.  Tlie  report  upon  tiiem  was  about  as 
Mlewai  thebiseoit  and  salt  had  dissolred  in  die  watery 
ibe  -ekeese  i%(piired  a  place  in  ^  oven  for  m  hour  at 
too^;  the  meat-  bad  been  rolling  about  at  the  bottom  of 
1^  boat  tkroughoat  the  nigkt;  my  companion's  daret^ 
eelou]«d  over  eoal^  whieh  he  had  bought  at  a  slop  shop 
hi  Qoebec,  was  three  shades  lighter;  and  the  notes  and 
sketebes  I  had  been  taking  die  preceding  day  were  no 
bad  representation  of  the  state  of  the  heavens  during  the 
scorn* 

The  uncertainty  whether  we  could  carry  our  baggage 
tliroughont  the  journey  had  occurred  to  us  before  leaving 
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Quebec^  and  we  had  resolred  to  leave  it,  if  anywise  cum* 
berBome,  with  some  villager,  retaining  only  sufficient 
<dotbe8  lo  fill  a  knapsack,  whidi  we  could  ourselves  esrry. 
Upon  eiMpiiiing^  at  Kamowraska,  wa  met  with  a  Yankee 
pedlar  who  waa  returning  with  his  cait  to  the  Stales,  and 
would  tmvel  55  miles  iqpou  tibe  aame  route  as  oursebrea. 
He  volunteered  to  ciacry  our  trunks  for  ivur  pounds,  with 
a  pfoviso  that  we  shmild  wafli  by  his  side;  allegihg  at  Ae 
same  time  that  it  waa  impossible  to  peifbnu  the  journey 
under  three  days*  ^  We  migfat  haire  seen  roads,''  he  ssid, 
^<  but  we  had  never  seen  the  Temiscouta  Fbrtage ;''  an^  as 
to  making  a  batgain  of  us,  he  woidd  net  carry  the  pOi1>- 
manteaus  for  twice  the  suao,  if  his  own  busiiiess  did  not 
compel  him  to  go  that  way;  andy  fuitiievmore,  as  tiie  track 
was  very  dreary,  he  wished  some  pleasant  oeMipa»y. 
Fortauately  we  had  no  oooaaion  to  ^dosa  with  this  tfuitt* 
ier$9t&d  offsr,  a  by-stuider  oflbring^  to  famish  two  carta 
for  the  same  sum,  affiramsg  that  one  ootdd  ndl  carry  the 
two  small  portmantesMU.  The  cbagiin  of  out*  Yankee 
fnend  at  losing  so  good  a  bargain  was  Tel*y  evident,  not* 
withstanding  zll  his  assurances  l^at  his  only  dei^iire  was  to 
see  us  safe  to  the  end  of  the  journey,  aMd  p^^^Veftt  Mf 
bcsDg  imposed  on.  He  took  hia  lea^  of  us,  flayhig  that 
the  man  who  ofibred  to  aceompony  us  ittitber  knew  whaA 

r 

he  said  nor  what  he  was  undertaking;  and,  finally,  that 
we  dunild  not  travel  die  55  miles  agreed  upon  tmder  four 
daya,  and  that  the  flies  in  the  woods  wouM  bite  our  ears 
o4^  if  we  did  not  tie  them  on  wit^  a  strong  handkerchief. 
We  also  experienced  mueh  difficulty  in  replenishing  our 
eommissariat  department,  and  could  obtain  only  a  loaf*  of 
bread  and  a  cold  shoulder  of  mutton — a  short  supjJy  for 
seven  days,  which  we  calculated  our  journey  would  last. 
BvM;  our  severest  loss  was  not  cBscovered  until  we  were 
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on  the  point  of  starting;  the  pilot  had  appropriated  our 
whole  stock  of  brandy,  consisting  of  two  hotdes,  to  his 
own  use. 

On  the  6tk  of  September,  with  two  guides,  to  whoni 
the  cart  belonged,  we  pursued  our  route  down  the  course 
of  the  St  Lawrence^  the  road  pamdng  along  a  narrow  and 
tiuokly  settled  belt  of  gtowid,  wlurii  had  apparently  once 
hetat  in  the  channel  of  the  riyer,  judging  from  the  nature 
of  ita  soil  and  a  rocky  range  of  hdla.nmning  pandlel  widi 
it  on  the  outer  side  o{  the  cultivate  lands,    llie  sofenery 
was  strikingly  finee  andbeld^  and  numerous  8hip%  taddng  to 
and  fro  with  an  advene  wind,  rendeaed  it  a  moat  enlivening 
soene^  until  our  arrml  at  the  Tamiacduta  Fortage^  nineteen 
miles  from  KamouirBaha,  when  we  atruek  off  to  ibe  aorndi* 
ward,  and  ascending  some  Mgb  ground  for  erer  lost  s^bt  of 
the  St.  Lawienoa.    The  ined  was,  howcTer^  still  passaUe, 
and)  thongh  our  progress  was  butslow,  there  was  nof^iBgas 
yet  to  warrant  the  pedlar'a  alarmioDg  aeoounta ;  while  the  log 
buta,  though  presenting  a  most  misemble  exterior,  would 
at  least  sbeltiNr  ua  from  the  tiueateniiig  stonn.    When  the 
lain^  however,  began  to  desc^id^  and  night  set  in,  we  made 
seveml  fruitieBs  appUoations  for  admission :  one  said  these 
w^  too  many  of  usj  another  referred  ua  to  faianeigbhrar 
It  little  ftrther  on$  and  a  third  had  a  sick  person  in  the 
house.    At  last  we  bade  adieu  to  enjoying  a  night's  rest 
within.  doors»  add  approached  the  dark  aiad  i^parently 
impenetrable  wall  of  the  taU  fbreat»  when  descending  a 
small  raving  with  a  rivulet  at  its  bottom,  we  spied  out  an* 
other  log  hut^  though  scarcely  distingiushafale  amongst 
the  blackened  stumps.    Considering  it  as  our  last  hope, 
we  made  so  pathetic  an  appeal  that  we  were  all  admitted* 
The  tenement  was  but  a  very  small  one,  and  occupied  by 
an  old  couple  of  about  sixty  winters,  with  their  niece, 
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ftbout  iAeen  years  younger.  The  room  into  which  we 
were  ushered  was  scaroely  seren  feet  to  the  ceiling,  and 
bkekened  by  the  smoke  of  years.  A  straw  mattress  and  a 
blanket  occupied  one  comer  of  the  room  |  the  square  iron 
stoifie,  two  diairs,  a  ceviple  of  steels^  and  an  old  wooden 
shel^  wilh  an  x>iiHskin  hat,  and  a  hmp  auqpended  fimm  the 
ha{t0faknife|M:uckintoaere!nee  between  two  logs,  formed 
dierest  of  the  iumitttee.  But  it  was  amply  crowded  when 
the  horses  had  been  aaitably  provided  for,  and  the  seven  of 
us  were  assembled.  AAer  enjoying  a  eheerfal  chat  over 
tlie  fire  for  some  hours,  and  attending  to  the  gesticvda- 
tions  of  our  host,  who,  as  he  sat  on  a  comer  of  the  bed 
wilih  a  thick  red  KifaMumock  cap  upon  Us  head^ielated 
anecdotes  of  his  life  to  a  group  which  would  have  fur* 
wished  a  fine  study  for  any  of  tiie  ^tAd  Dutsh  tfrtiats,  we 
wups  shown  into  a  room  eonteming  a  single  bed  for  the 
aoeommodation  of  Mr.  Rudd  and  -myself,  who  went  din* 
ncrrtobs  and  suppeiiess  -to  bed,  lest  our  provisions  should 
fttt  us  when  most  requinkl. 

-  At  dirfl^t  the  foUowing  mornings  sfter  an  early  meal 
upon  our  bread  and  nmtton,  qualified  by  a  draught  of  ecdd 
wuter,  we'{»«pttfed  for  another  day's  fttigue,' tendes^hig 
aome  trifle  by  way  of  remuneration  to  our  hostess  fer'the 
night's  kxi^ng.  We  had*  some  dfficulty  in^  pre^affing 
upon  her  toaeeept  it,  and,  vAien-'oieB  aGe^>€bd>  the^ld 
lady  in  die  warmth  of  her'heart  would  insiiErt;'Up6n  crtsw- 
^nnng  oui^  pocheta  with  wood  nuts.  With  miiny  expresaions 
-of  thanks  and  wi^es  for  a  good  jouihi^  6^m  the  w^Mhjr 
i»uple,  we  crossed  the  sitttfll  streani  (the  Oreen  Itiv^r,  I 
jthink),  and  entering  the  forest  lost  neatly  all  semblance  of 
a  road^  Hie  trees  had  been  osrtidnly  cut  away^  so  as  to 
affind  a  passage  ftom  six  to  nine  feet*  in  width,  but  ite 
atumps  had  been  left  standings  and,  where  a  marsh  was  to 
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be  crossed,  that  honrible  invention  ^'  corduroy"  had  been 
resorted  to.    Frequently  a  decayed  timber  gave  way  under 
die  we%ht  of  the  horses,  which  floundered  up  to  the  top  of 
their  backs  in  black  w^;  soil.    In  other  places  the  road 
was  floating  on  ibt  suxfeee  cf  a  deq[>  pond;  and  then  for  a 
mile  or  two  we  had  some  little  Tatfiety  in  clambering  up 
hiUs  oT^r  huge  masses  of  roek^  or  stumbling  up  the  bed  of 
a  torrent.    Now  and  tken^  indeed,  entiing  away  the  windr 
Alls  (a»  the  Americans  term  tbe  trees  wbfadi  ate  blown 
down  by  agide  of  wind)/aifferded  us  a  diort  respite  from 
tke  yAiifkgf  but  during  that  time  we  had  to  jdy  our  axes 
anremittjin^y4    Mr.  Beid  had  taken  charge  of  the  first' 
cart,  and^  the,  Qanadiws  walking  akNug^ide  of  us  in  their 
large  mud  boots,  lor  some  time  I  attempted  to  derire  ads- 
vantage  irotn  miy  oompMion'simiafbrliines,  and-lesm  to 
adeer  clear  of  them,  but,  geMrally  found  .mys^  deposited 
in  a  mueb  deeper  and  wpme  bok,  or  brought  to  a  stand 
stitl  by-a  large  :pieee- of  ro^;  so,  despairing  of  betteruig 
my  condition,  I  cahnly  awaited  .the  shock,  ivad  setting  my- 
self weU  against  it  in  myseat^  and  compressmg:  my  Kps,  I 
plunged  into  the  midat  of  ev^y  thing  up  to  d^e  axletree, 
mth  my  loose  pDrtmant^eu  tossing  about,  and  flaying^my 
lags  at  a  most  unmerciful  n^.    The  self<-same  abominable 
flies>  too^  the  Yankee  had  so  glowingly  described,  added  to 
tibe  pleasums,of  the  journey  by  tearing  pieces  of  flesh  from 
our  ears,  as  though  each  iji  them  had  bera  provided  with 
a  pair  of  the  best  S^^effield  tbrcqw.    Having  endured  jttiis 
patiently  fcnr  tbr^  hours,  during  whidi  time  we  had  ad* 
vanced.  just  so  many  miles,  WjC  couU  bear  it  no  longer, 
and  dismounting  we  proceeded  on  foot.    By  mid-day  we 
arrived  at  the  river  St.  Francis,  a  small  stream  which  is 
involved  in  the  boundary  question  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  where  we  met  the  royal  mail  upon 
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its  way  ftom  Halifia.  The  letter  bags  were  fkstened  upon 
a  dray  or  low  alec^  drawn  by  a  9ingle  horse,  whidi  was 
moving  quiedy  aloi^,  cropping  what  litde  grass  grew  by 
the  rottdrside*  The  gtiard,  fifty  yards  bdiind,  was  taldng 
it  equdly  leisurely,  amusing  himself  by  blowing  through 
his  lin  horn  and  Ksterdng  to  the  echo  of  liie  unmusical 
notes  he  pfodoocod,  as  tiiey  resounded  amongst  the  distant 
hiDs.  The  meeting  was  unexpected  on  both  sides,  and  as 
he  came  suddenly  round  a  turn  in  the  fbrest,  raising  his 
hand  to  salute  us,  he  slipped  over  a  stone,  and  leQ  upon 
his  back  in  a  mass  of  mud  and  waiterj  but  rising  again 
fanmediately,  with  the  most  enviable  rniooneem?  lie  stood 
up  to  his  knees  in  it,  answering  our  numerous  queries. 
He  travelled  over  the  road,  or'seventy-twb  miles,  once  a 
week,  widiottt  meeting  a  human  beili^  in  fjiree  monflis,  and 
I  w31  bear  witness  he  had  no  sinecure. 

At  three  o'dodc  we  reached  the  first  hut,  whei^  the 
guides  proposed  passing  ih%  rAght,  but  the  interior  was  in 
such  a  filthy  state,  and  so  crowded  by  a  large  fiunily,  that 
I  preferred  trusting  to  the  weather  in  die  woods,  and,  as  an 
inducement  to  proceed,  ui^d  the  posirfbiHty  of  arrivfaig  at 
a  fiirm  house  upon  the  lake,  fifteen  miles  fiuther.  Tht 
Canadians  willingly  assented ;  so  once  more  we  toiled  away 
over  the  rough  hills,  galihering  the  bilberries,  nuts,  goose* 
berries,  strawberries,  and  o&er  w3d  fimits,  whidr  grew  in 
abundance  on  every  side.  Partridges  too  crossed  the  path 
frequently,  almost  within  reach  of  our  sticks,  with  the 
greatest  impunity;  fi)r  never  were  diere  sucSi  peaceably 
disposed  travellers  in  the  woods  before :  we  had  not  even 
a  pistol,  gun,  tinder-box,  or,  as  Sheridan  says,  ^a  single 
bloody-minded  weapon"  with  us. 

'Hiroughout  the  day  we  were  journeying  in  a  kind  of 
no-man's  land.  The  British  Oovernment  claim  it  partly  by 


the  right  of  poMession  (wbioh^  as  every  onaknovS)  U  joine 
paints  in  law)^  «nd  hme  the  credit  of  .hasring.  expended  at 
Tsriova  times  inithia  the  last  dozen  years  upwards. of 
JOOO/.  in  forming  this  road  (whiohis  tha  only.  onB)betwea& 
Quebec  and  Hali£vc)  out, of  an  o^d  Indian. hnntiag  faith* 
A.  traveller  haasome  difficulty  in  accounting  for  thejexpen- 
ditare,  unless  he  comes  to  the  conchisien  that  it  has  been 
sunk  in  one  of  the  marahe%.or  firittsred  awsj.upon  a 
corduroy^  The  Unitsd. States  claim  the  debatable  jand 
by  ri^  of  treaty  (which  same  treaty  each  parly  oonsiarues 
according  to  its  ^xespectave  •  interests),  though  •  it  wU  ,be 
evidei^ito  any  (me  who  will  refer  to.  the  map  that  brother 
Jonatbltn  wwts  to  possess  it  merely  in.  order  that  M  may 
serve  as  a  thOrn  ixt  the  side  (to  which  indeed  the  form  of 
the  tract  in  question  besrs  a  strong  resemblanee)  of  the 
British  provinces^  thus  cutting  off  the.  direct  route. to 
.Quebec^  the  key  of  »British  North  AmOTcain  time  of  war, 
dividing  the  lesser  provinces  £nom  the  Csnadas,  .and  pro- 
hsUy  erecting  fortifications  upon  a.  frontier  which  would 
extend  wit^  thirteen  miles  of  the .  St*  Lawrence* .  The 
intnnsic  value  of  the. land  is. next  to  nothii^  and  csn 
be  but  insignificant  to  a. nation  already  in  possession  of 
l^qSfiOOfiOO  acrep  of  l^d>  or  ZfiQOfiQO  of  (iqu^re  wles.. 
Three, hours  alter  sunset  theguides^  who  were  a^-head^ 
hfiikA  US  with  the  cheering  aound  of  *^  uims  Inmn^  •Mpi-- 
roffc^f-'  This  yrsA  follow^  by  &  «h|urge  of  sevennl  cows» 
whicl%  rushit^g  pasto  were  greeted  also  by  us  as  a  b^ppy 
pp^en. ,  3caKce)iy  more  exnltation  could  ba^  been  express^ 
by  Xei^oiphon  and  the  10,000  Greeks,  of  old,  when  th^ 
pc^i^  isgain  displayed  its  broad  winters  to  their  viewi  than 
was  by  us  when  we  saw  the  light  surface  of  the  Temia- 
couta  I^ke  lying  &r  beneath  us.  But  a  few  minutes  before 
we  had  held  a  council  of  war  abo^t  bivouackii^  ii^  the 
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woods^  the  want  of  tiis  reqoasiteft  for  strikiag  a  lights  and  tf 
sprinkle  of  rain^  alone  <an8iiig  ua  topefaeTere  in  our  jovr* 
ney>  which  came  to  an .  end  by  dbfan  o^claek)  whan  we 
arrived  at  Mr.  Frnzer's  iboose  aod-^urm^  after  eighteen 
hours  of  nnat  falnguing  t«Nl^  ofer  twentji-ioar  toilea  of 
ground  «nd .  thmngh  forest  where  we  eoidd  nevir  see 
twenty  yardadGren  the^ioad,.the ^oaly  (djjeet- worthy  ef 
notice  being' die  majeatic  hemlooktteea,  or  the-bfunebes  ef 
the  pine^.with  long  stieatnera  of  gnen  moss  hanging  frcNSi 
them.  Althoi^h  die  hospitable  owner  of  the  honse  had 
retired  to  rest  seme  time;  he  rose  imaoedialely  upon  oar 
knockinf^  and. gave  usa  hearty  wdoonie,  with  acnip  of 
ezoeUent  tea^and  a  afaake«down  u|>eik  the  floor.  He  told 
ua  he  had  limped  there  nine  yeassytetibebaid  waspoea, 
and  he  was  ao.tind  of  bia.adilmry  life  that  he  intended  to 
leave  his  Sum  and  setire  to  seme  propevty  he  poaaesaed  oh 
the  river  Du  Loup>  ailualed'iarar4fiBtri0t of  wfakkhe'wuis 
Seignent.  •  -  ••  -^     -       :      -  * 

.  ..Hefiuniahed  UB^  liie  antuomitig,  the  8th  4f  Sej^lieitf- 
ber,  with  two  canoes  aaid  a-manin^arril^  and,  pWtLagJil4tii 
en  Canadian' goadea,  we  paddleddoim  the  lake  tonfli^ 
aorrrved  atidie  xeaadenoe  of -My*  FtfttMBr%  ^«t  sMd  tttmntk 
neighbov^  aix  miles  dhtatlt.  -^  We  pnesented  him  w4ih 
some  kle  newspa^a,  and  hiis(  wUi^  ki  r^titth'  aobil  ]^ 
vided  a  comfortable  breiJI^iit.  The  settler,  Whto  v^e  ttN 
rived,  was  rittipg  at  die  window^  poring  over  «n  old  tfonii- 
bet  of  the  ISatlor's  Magaabie.  H%  had  a^i^vfedf^ehft^-fMr 
years  in  the  49th  regim^iti  audited  ytafs  in  a  v^teMh 
iiattation,  when,  reeeniBg  hia  Aaehaigey  he  'ivy^'MtOad 
Willi  several  odier  soldiers  on  ttie  bordiMta  of  the  Mie  iknd 
upon  die  poxtage,  to  keep  opM  a  Snie  i6f  oeihim^iAi^Mioh 
widi  the  St.  Lawrence.  AU  the  '^ethers^  deapidring  of 
making  a  tivdihood  after  die  finA^  two  or  three  years,  when 
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their  mtions  <^  flour  v«c0  mQnixwrniy  had  migrated  to 
aome  more  populous  aod  proaabing  countiry.    Sixteen 
yaajia  had  «a(pived;aifia&  he  landed  in  theothick  forest,  on 
the  spot  he  thenocctipiedi  with  hia  vife  and  two  boys, 
fie.  aaid  that  for  t^  ftrat  tw^emonth  he  JooAich  felt  the 
loss  lof  his  barrack-voQiii.  society ;  but,  setdng  to  work  wifl^ 
a.  gpod  hfsart,  he  biiilt.a  log  h.ut»  which  was  now  occupied  as 
^  pig^ye,.  and  persevered  in  cleaiii^  the  ground  until  the 
seTenth.  year,  whenicbsease  atta<ds;ed  hia  oatde,  and  carried 
off  evevy. head.    This/so  disoouraged  him  that  he  qaitted 
the  idiiee,.  and  relumed  >tntft  theizinhaUted  part  of  the 
cou^il^i  hut/  SMA  again  Tisited  his  old  farm  and  com* 
mended  ao^sv^.   JProaa.  that .  time  enrery  thing  had  gone  on 
in  m  flmriahihgj.-mansier;..  He  now  .possessed  mne  cows 
and  )a  tbnndred .acres  of  lieavedi  land^  And  was  perfecdy 
haiipy  and .  Qontesled;i.  «His  sons  were  giowiic  up  -men, 
.mdvWere[iniowii^  a:£cni.acres  of  grass,  hut  the  ^eom  was 
yet  green  and  did  not  appear  as  if  it  would  ripen  ^before 
Yn/rim*   Ji  ^  Mty.  boireawr,  aaem  st  aU  to  mmoem  the 
,ifQrthy.v«fe^i:ao^;i;f)i«  siidr.^^  he^  anust  iiopo  for; dm  best." 
j[/A«Jlod  lM9Liho]«n Undisposed  o^  the  ftsodnafce  M  hi^  fassn, 
jia4  im  M/in^er.  ^n^  ih»i^  Boa  fiirm.did  not  yicU.  «ny  thiiig 
vipore  tbdn  iwould  pipvide  his  ftmily.    Bv^xdier'a  meatihey 
did;  not  requirej  a«id  wei!e.\i?eQ.  satialped  .¥Hulh  salt  pork 
wd  ,viQg9ti4des»"  His  iiifiple  sugar  was  luoit  esoeUmt,  and 
|^jb^;mi^t4Mlba,  6om  800  treeci  the. preceding  year-; 
,hi«tt|pii^.k^d  m-^^  vicinity  was  genei^y  poor,  and  upcm 
itiMn  tbeadlauds;  (to  use  his  own.esfpifs^ca))  ^^  there  was 
.pat.^skosQg^  to  feed  a mous^diaiigh (iltere. waea geodiacm 
jbcxe. mi  these .«9ray£p^n  lihe  lMi»"     He- was  a  true 
CSoKponJ.  Trim :  in  the  first  instanocy  he  fou^t  the  battles 
.of  ChifqMswa  and  JUmdy's  Lane,  fer  my  edification,  upon 
the  whitahearth^stonn  with  a  jnece  of  charooBl,  but,  findu^ 
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my  undivided  attention  ivas  bent  upon  something  more 
substantial,  he  transferred  the  scene  of  action  to  the  break- 
fast table,  where  he  most  gallantly  carried  the  heists  of 
Queenston  upon  tibe  top  of  l^e  loaf  of  bread,  and  stormed 
Fort  Erie  tiirougli  the  spout  of  a  tea-^t  He  talked  with 
the  greatest  pride  of  having  served  in  the  same  r^[iment 
with  Lord  Aylmer  and  Sir  Isaac  Brock,  regretting  muck 
that  the  forpier  was  not  at  home  wiien  he  made  his  bien- 
nial trip  to  duebec  for  his  pension  daring  the  summ^. 
To  show,  however,  his  esfeeem  for  him,  he  had  a  large  pn>- 
damation  respecting  the  chdera,  and  the  peiformanpe  of 
quasantme,  with  tiie  sigAatore  of  the  Governor-General, 
nailed  up  against  the  wall  of  his  house. 

Wishii^  him  success,  we  again  poshed  on,  lashing  the 
two  canoes  together  and  keq>ing  dose  under  the  lee-shora^ 
there  being  so  fresh,  a  breese  that  we  were  several,  times  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  swamped,  from  the  fivquetit 
strong  gusts  of  windwhiidL  ^wept  down  the  valleys  between 
the  high  lands  with,  winch  the  lake  is  skirted.  In  the 
widest  parts,  the  hike  does  not  exceed  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  is  about  twenty-five  in  length.  After  entering 
the  narrow  and  rapid  stream  of  the  Madewaska  River  (the 
outlet  of  the  Temiscouta  Lake)  we  glided  swiftly  along 
between  undulating  and  beautiful  banks,  the  hills  rin^g 
from  100  to  500  feet  in  height^  and  covered  with  every  d(eh 
scription  of  forest  tree^  but  touched  only  h^e  and  there  with 
die  dark  foliage  of  the  pine,  while,  at  the  very  maiigin  of  the 
water,  the  white  trunks  of  the  birch  were  most  prominent. 
We  rested  an  hour  at  mid^day  for  the  purpose  of  dining, 
our  table  and  couch  being  one  of  t&e  veteran's  hay-oock^in 
a  deared  spot  of  ground  twenty  miks  from  Us  house,  the 
first  open  space  we  had  seen  since  quitting  it.  Ten  miles 
iarther  we  heard  the  merry  chattering  of  some  chikbten, 
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GTidently  Irish,  from  their  aecent,  and,  rounding  a  point, 
found  a  peroel  of  fitde  urchins  in  high  gtoe  throwing  peb- 
bles and  sti<^  of  wood  at  anotJier  who  wto  angling  in  a 
most  artist-like  manner,  as  he  floated  down  ibe  streanl  in 
a  bark  canoe.  In  the  backgromid,  a  party  of  fire  or  six 
newly-arrived  emigrants  were  sitting  rotind  a  fire  super- 
intending the  cooking  department,  their  log  huts  being  in 
an  unfinished  state.  The  ground  for  liie  space  of  an  acre 
was  covered  widi  the  smoking  trunks  cf  trees,  and  black- 
ened logs,  and  here  and  there  tibe  murky  skeleton  of  some 
decayed  giant  of  the  forest  was  graAially  consuming  away 
as  it  retained  its  erect  position.  From  this  small  settlement 
there  were  partial  and  new  clearings  for  an  extent  of  five 
or  six  miles,  when  die  thick  forest  again  ck>sed  in  upon 
Ae  riven 

About  eight  o'dock  we  were  movii^  along  with  in- 
creased velocity,  having  passed  over  several  Rajnds  most 
gallantly,  and  stripping  but  a  small  quantity  of  spray,  when 
I  heard  a  hollow  roar  a-head,  which  I  was  well  aware  must 
arise  firom  some  cataract,  and  hinted  to  the  boatmen  that 
they  had  better  keep  a  shaip  look  out  &-head.  Tliey, 
however,  not  pleased  I  suppose  at  being  dictated  to  by  a 
greenhorn  in  such  matters,  ran  on  in  die  same  course,  until 
we  could  not  well  make  the  shore,  and  had  a  good  chance 
of  taking  a  leap  over  some  fisdts  of  12  or  14  feet,  had  not 
a  rock  20  or  30  yards  above  diem  luckily  intervened,  and 
brought  us  up  with  such  a  shock  as  nearly  to  throw  Mr. 
Reid  out  of  the  bottom  of  the  canoe,  where  he  lay  fast 
asleep,  into  the  water.  I  was  on  the  point  of  throwing 
myself  in  to  swim,  when  I  observed  that  our  head-way 
was  stopped,  and  after  some  diflSculty  we  succeeded  in 
gaining  a  little  inlet  formed  by  a  rock  on  the  verge  of  the 
Falls.     Taking  out  our  baggage,  we  carried  it  as  well  as 
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the  canoea  over  tlie  roeks  to  tile  level  below^  andi 
again  stepping  in,  wore  in  a  fioiw  nunntcw  at  the  settlement 
of  Madawaska  at  tiie  confttenee  of  the  Madanraska  and  St 
John's  RiTcrs.  It  was  formed  by  the  Acadians^  after  their 
expulsion  from  Nova  Sbotia  about  the  year  1754,  and  m 
situated  in  a  poretty  and  ^rather  £3rtila  spot,  bnt  with  no 
r^ular  Tfflage.  We  ooatd-  obtun  some  tea  and  beds  «t  a 
small  inn,  the  landlord  of  whibh  also  itted  the  tiwofdld 
occupation  of  grocer  and  retailer  .of  rum ;  but,  as  'ebwwh^ve 
upon  our  joumej,  there  was  no  bdtdher^s  meal^  notnm^ 
than  half  a  dozen  traTeUers  viriting  the  settlement  hrdfe 

course  of  the  year. '  i 

When  we  arrired  die  landload  wsa  aupttintending  the 
erection  of  a  grist  mill,  some  miles* distant |  biit  his  son 
rode  off  and  summoned  him  to  attendhis  guests: '  andy 
before  we  had  dressed. in  Jdie  monning,  a  tail,  dartt,  hat 
sanctified  and  cleannstered  man,'  walked  into  the* #0001', 
and  announced  himsdf  as  our  host  and  hnmUe  servant  ^to 
commaad<^-8imeon  Abair  by  name^  After  'the  cieatlon  o^ 
many  difficulties  upon  his^part,  he  sgreed  (as  the  fiq^ids 
were  too  dangerous  to  attempt  paddling  ourselTes  down*thi 
St.  John's)  to  provide  us  with  a  caaoe  and  aoan  for  5L,  as^ 
signing  ^<  harvest  time"  as  the  reason  for  making  so^OBOlbi*- 
tantademand.  Ashe  wodid  not  abate  any  thing,  Aemitwey 
was  paid  him ;  but  upon  proceeding  to  the  liver^  to  wUdi^ 
as  we  subsequently  remembered^  he  hurried  us,  witbdat 
allowing  the  boatman  to  approach,  or  erven  to  spedDto  nay 
we  found  a  little  cockle^bdl  whidi  would  have  illtd  and 
swamped  in  die  first  cat's-paw  or  a  slight  summer  shower.^ 
Protesting  that  I  would  not  run  the  risk  of  my  life  ssidi 
loss  of  baggage  for  a  distance  of  150  miles  in  such,  a  crafty- 
sooner  than  lose  such  good  customers  he  furnished  xn  with 
a  more  capacious  one,  and  we  jMroceeded  on  our  course  down 
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the  8t.  John's.  Two  days  afteMrerds,  we  had  the  curiosity 
to  enquira  of  the  boatman- whether  he  had  been  paid  for 
the  trip )  he  said,  *^  Yes ;  that  he  had  received  3/."  The 
si^it  of  the  man'afealnites,  when  infemsad  of  Ae  sum  the 
Iwdlord  had  diaiged  ms,  was  worth  the  other  d/.^  and  we 
Qouldnot  fitfbear  bursting  into  a  hearty  hn^h  as  he  told 
U3»*  with  the  most  piteous  fiuieiiiiaginable,  that  he ''  should 
uot'h«v«e  so  mudi  cared  if  any  ona.eLie  had  cheated  hini^ 
hut  that  the  IsncHord  was  his  god&ther; "  that  he  had 
said  we  were  fittigued,  and  wished  neit  to^be  annoyed  by 
seeing  tfie  boatawoy  but  would  vatkt  a  bargain  wiA  Inm ; 
and  **  that,  though  he  had  made  a  good  tlrnig  of  it,  he 
Qoold  screw  only  8/.-  out  of  us.''  Had  not;  our  time  been 
so^  vaiwible^  scaKosly  any  thing  would  have  given  both  of 
vb.  so  much  ideasure  as  retoming  and  ducking  the  old 
bear,  making  him  refimd  the  money,  uid  then  handing  it 
Oiver  to  our  honest  hard-urarldng  boafansiu 
'  Our  caD06  was  a  log  one^  24^  feet  in  length  by  8  in 
Weadth^  4io  tiiatwith  our  baggage,  and  three  heavy  peopie; 
its  mdt9  item  within  four  indies  of  the  -water.  As  we 
floated  akmg,;  numerous  fair  damaels,  at.  wosk  in  the 'fields 
oBKtbe  river's  banks,  waved  their  4arge  Uaek  hats  to  our 
boataian,  orgacve  him  umumerable  oominissioiis  fyt  ri-'^ 
baMtn^and  oth^  iSmery  to  be  porehased  at  the  capitai; 
^ithdagb  he  answered  ^oni^  oui,"  n  hundred  timesj  yen 
stilly  ar  he  piddled  along,  there  was  <  a  last  iseqtie«t,  tttitil 
wv  wecarao  distant  that  nothing  :but'an  intfistinet  munnor 
ieachsdionrears.:  The  day-Was  atfually,  witii  heavy  cffaowertf 
of  ndn^  so,  oomii^  in  sight  of  a  respectal>le4ookihg  farm^ 
boi«se^>  about  twenty  miles  below  Madawaska,  we  pulled  lit 
dicnre  and  knded,  Ibr  the  pUfrpose  of  seeking  a  few  mihutes* 
shdtOT  from  a  heavy  storm  which  was  threatening  to  burst 
over  us  momentarily.  •   Upon  entering  the  house  we  feund 
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half  a  dozai  men  and  women  most  earnestly  engaged  in 
discussing  a  substantial  dinner,  and  drinking  tea  at  the 
same  time.  The  whole  pacrty  were  crowded  ronnd  a  Kttle 
table  where  there  was  just  sufficient  spaee  for  them  to 
squeeze  their  elbows  in,  wlnle  a  rear  lank^  or  a  corps  of 
reserycj  was  formed  often  or  twelye  hungrf-looldng  young 
children,  whose  countenanees  expreased  the  greatest 
anxiety  to  be  caQed  into  actkm*  Although  we  took  our  aeata 
on  a  bench  £utened  to  the  wall,  with  the  uiual  satutatioiv 
not  the  slightest  notice  was  taken  of  ua  by  any  of  tha 
party,  so  intent  were  they  upon  the  subja^  befiNPe  them  ; 
nor  was  any  offer  made  about  partaking  of  their  cheer, 
though  we  were  drenched  to  the  skin,  and  mi^t  reaaonahly 
be  supposed  to  hare  no  distaste  for  the  good  thwaga  we 
saw  upon  the  table*  At  intervals  we  heard  one  of  thena 
addressed  by  the  title  g£  Captain,  and  I  must  aclaM>wledgey 
though  I  had  seen  many  strange  captains  in  the  United 
States,  I  had  never  before  been  in  the  pvesenee  of  such  a 
libel  upon  a  nulitary  rank.  The  noble  commander  had  a 
face  as  round  and  as  red  as  the  rising  moon,  wiidi  httla 
gray  eyes  protruding  from  his  head  Uke  those  of  a  bciled 
lobster ;  a  few  white  hairs  scantily  covered  a  forehead 
whose  capaciousness  would  have  puazled  Spunsheim  him- 
self, and  his  rotundity  would  have  even  put  old  Falstaff  to 
the  blush.  Our  boatman  wishing  .to.  eensult  him  Vfmi 
some  military  matter,  he  waddled  down  to  the  water's  edge 
with  us  after  the  shower  had  passed  over,  and  laid  down 
the  law  in  the  most  direct  terma.  As  wo  prooeeded  Ott 
our  voyage,  the  boatman  informed  us  that  he  eavried  a 
musket  in  the  captain's  company  in  the  militia,  and  had 
been  called  out  on  duty  the  preceding  year  to  cheek  some 
aggression  of  the  Americans ;  but,  not  having  received  any 
remuneration  for  his  services,  his  captain  had  given  him 
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the  requisite  directions  for  obtauiing  it  by  making  appfi- 
eation  at  Fredericton.  Excepting  the  lately  arrived  Irish 
upon  the  Madawaska  Rirer,  these  were  the  first  British 
settlers  we  had  seen  since  leaving  the  veteran's  house 
iipcm  Temiscouta  Lake^  and  firom  this  specimen  we  were 
almost  justified  in  forming  but  a  mean  opinion  of  the 
New  Brunswickers'  hospitality. 

Twenty  miles  farther  brought  us  to  the  Great  Falls^ 
where  we  again  landed,  the  Portage  commencing  at  the 
rather  dangerous  vicinity  of  about  150  yards  above  them, 
the  influence  of  the  cataract  being  very  evident  upon 
canoes  which  must  cross  the  river  to  gaiu  the  entrance  of 
the  Portage,  ^tuated  in  a  small  circular  bay.  The  sur&ce 
of  the  river  is  perfectly  smooth  and  unbroken  until  it  gains 
the  very  edge  of  the  rock,  when  it  is  precipitated  70  feet  in 
a  sheet  of  amber-coloured  foam  into  a  narrow  and  rocky 
channd,  not  exceeding  35  in  breadth,  down  which  it  boils 
and  bubbles  for  the  space  of  half  a  mile,  and  then  expands 
into  its  orig^al  width  of  about  150  yards.  There  is  a 
tradition,  thou^  seemingly  not  a  very  probable  one;,  that 
several  canoes  of  Mohawk  Indians^  who  had  attacked  a 
tribe  near  dte  source  of  the  river,  and  massacred  aU, 
excepting  two  old  squaws,  were  (accompanied  by  their 
prisoners)  floating  down  with  the  current  at  night,  and 
were  to  a  man  dashed  to  pieces  over  the  Falls,  of  whose 
existence  they  had  not  even  the  most  remote  idea.  The 
squaws  aware  of  the  circumstance  perished  with  them,  not 
wishii^  to  survive  the  destractiofi  of  their  tribe.  Sitting 
upon  the  rough  crags  on  the  margin  of  the  cataract,  we 
made  a  late  dinner  upon  the  last  remains  of  our  shoulder 
of  mutton,  saerifieing  the  well-picked  bone  to  the  shades 
of  the  old  squaws  and  the  Grand  Falls. 

The  river  banks^  formed  of  a  hard  rock,  with  light  covering 
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of  soil,  exceed  100  feet  in  height  above  the  Falls,  and  more 
than  200  half  a  mile  below  them.  The  man  who  conveys 
the  boats  across  the  Portage*  earns  a  good  livelihood  by 
his  two-fold  occupation  of  fieoiner  and  boat-carrier.  Our 
canoe,  with  the  baggage  in  it,  was  drawn  along  a  winding 
road  on  a  sledge  by  two  oxen,  and  launched  again  into  the 
water  half  a  mile  below  for  a  quarter  of  a  dollar.  Timber 
was  formerly  drawn  up  on  the  level  of  the  bank,  and 
then  launched  again  into  the  water  down  an  inclined 
plane,  but  this  system  was  soon  abandoned  as  too  expen- 
sive, and  it  is  now  allowed  to  shoot  the  Falls,  which  in  the 
freshes  but  little  injures  it. 

For  seven  or  eight  miles  the  current  carried  us  on  with 
great  velocity  over  the  *'  White  Rapids,"  the  "  Black 
Rapids,"  and  a  series  of  others,  all  sufficiently  dangerous 
to  encounter  without  a  skilful  pilot,  and  we  landed  at 
dusk  near  a  small  log  hut,  the  first  we  saw  after  leaving 
the  Portage^  The  banks  had  continued  a  hundred  feet  in 
height,  and  covered  with  a  dense  pine  forest,  but  we  fre- 
quently passed  groups  of  woodsmen  bivouacking  by  their 
fires  at  the  water's  edge  after  theur  day's  labour  had  ceased. 
Throwing  part  of  the  baggage  over  my  shoulder,  I  walked 
up  to  the  hut,  through  whose  small  window  the  bright 
light  of  the  wood  fire  could  be  seen  blazing  cheerfully, 
and  knocking  at  the  door  walked  in,  and  found  a  family  of 

*  0win<^  to  the  nnmerous  npids  on  the  river  St.  John,  these  portages  or 
cairying-placet  are  Qreqnent.  llie  Eastern  Provinces*  more  especially  New 
Bmnswick,  are  so  intersected  with  streams,  whose  soarces  are  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  each  other,  that  the  whole  country  may  be  traversed  by  means  of 
them  with  very  little  diflculty :  and,  in  short,  the  rivers  are  the  highways  of 
the  province*  The  Grand  Temiscouta  Portage  is  of  an  extraordinary  leng^^ 
being  thirty-six  miles  over  a  mountainous  country,  and  very  little  used,  except 
by  casual  travellers,  but  some  of  the  navigable  streams  are  within  (wo  miles  of 
each  other,  yet  flowing  in  opposite  directions. 
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seven,  who  welcomed  me  most  hospitably.  My  compa- 
nions foUowuig  me,  we  joined  the  circle,  and,  after  enjoying 
a  bowl  of  excellent  milk,  asked  the  settler's  history.  He 
had  been  a  comrade  of  ihe  veteran  upon  the  lake,  and  had 
been  settled  there  at  the  same  time,  when  his  nearest 
neighbour  lived  at  twenty  miles'  distance.  He  had  now 
one  within  six  miles,  but  considered  it  no  advantage,  and 
would  rather  that  people  did  not  settle  so  near  to  him,  as 
he  should  then  have  no  fear  of  quarrelling.  Part  of  his 
house  had  been  washed  away  by  the -freshets  during  the 
spring  of  the  previous  year,  and,  although  it  was  20  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  river,  the  water  had  stood  5  feet 
5  inches  in  his  kitchen,  which  was  the  only  room  he  had 
remaining.  This  summer,  too,  the  bears  had  destroyed 
13  sheep  and  4  hogs  of  his  stock,  but  he  bad  yet  23  sheep 
remaining,  and  two  cows.  The  only  neighbours,  however, 
he  did  not  appear,  in  any  manner,  to  approve,  were  the 
Americans,  whose  boundary  was  within  five  nules.  He 
said  that  he  had  been  over  amongst  some  of  them  lately, 
and  told  them  that  they  had  better  be  silent  upon  the 
subject  of  the  boundary  question  now,  for  that  New  Bruns- 
wick had  a  governor  who  had  just  been  most  satisfactorily 
arranj^ng  the  same  kind  of  a  dispute  in  the  East  Indies. 

As  the  night  was  advanced,  wishing  to  obtain  a  few  hours' 
sleep,  I  threw  my  wet  great  coat  upon  the  floor  before  the 
blazing  hearth,  as  the  most  comfortable  berth  I  could  se- 
lect;  but  the  settler's  wife  would  so  positively  insist  upon 
Mr.  Reid  and  myself  taking  possession  of  the  only  bed 
in  the  room,  upon  which,  she  asserted,  ^^  she  had  just 
placed  new  blankets  for  our  express  comfort,"  diat  I  was 
compelled  most  reluctantly  to  relinquish  it,  while  the 
settler  and  his  son  went  out  and  sought  a  night's  rest 
amongst  the  straw  in  the  stable.    I  had  heard  from  the 
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boatman  on  the  Madawaska  River  that  the  house  was  not 
celebrated  for  its  cleanliness,  and  a  sight  of  the  bed  con- 
vinced me  that  there  must  be  very  substantial  reasons  for 
its  fame  having  spread  through  a  hundred  miles  of  nearly 
uninhabited  country ;  so  I  walked  out  of  the  house  with 
the  intention  of  sleeping  in  the  open  air,  and  thus  avoid 
giving  any  affiront  to  our  hostess,  but  the  mist  rose  so 
thick  and  cold  from  the  water,  and  remembering  the  story 
of  the  bears,  I  thought  it  more  prudent  to  undergo  a 
night*s  tortures    within  doors.     On  returning  into   the 
house,  I  found  my  friend  already  between  the  fur-fiuned 
blankets :  the  boatman  had  taken  up  my  comfortable  po- 
sition on  the  hearth ;  the  children  were  lying  upon  a  bed 
at  the  foot  of  ours,  and  the  settler's  wife  sat  in  a  chair 
watching  the  fast  dying  embers.     I  was  somewhat  puzzled 
to  discover  how  Mr.  Reid  had  contrived  to  turn  in;  for 
I  had  no  idea  of  risking  myself  otherwise  than  in  my 
clothes,  and,  after  considerable  manoeuvring,  took  an  op- 
portunity, when  the  settler's  wife  turned  her  head,  to  spring 
in,  and  strongly  intrench  myself  up  to  the  chin  between 
the  coverUd  and  upper  blanket.     My  friend  had  taken  up 
a  similar  strong  position,  and  was  almost  choked  with  at- 
tempting to  smother  his  laughter.    We  were  not  such  old 
soldiers,  however,  as  to  outmanoeuvre  the  enemy  in  this 
manner ;  for  swarms  of  light  infantry  poured  down  upon 
us  in  every  direction  *,  and  most  stoically  did  we  bear  their 
attacks  for  the  short  time  we  were  awake,  but  the  fatigues 
of  the  day  soon  caused  us  to  be  unconscious  of  every  thing 
that  was  passing.    Towards  morning  I  was  awaked  by  some 
heavy  weight  upon  my  feet,  and,  at  first,  took  it  for  a  visit 
of  the  night-mare ;  but  arousing  my  sentes  a  little,  and 
feeling  it  move,  I  was  convinced  it  must  be  one  of  the 
children ;  so  out  of  gratitude  for  our  accommodation  I  ooidd 
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not  remore  it,  but  endured  the  evil,  until  rising  to  depart 
upon  our  voyage  I  discovered  that  it  was  a  large  black 
dog  which  had  favoured  us  with  his  company. 

Two  hours  brought  us  to  the  mouth  of  the  Aroostook 
Biver,  and  Stobec,  a  small  Indian  village  on  the  opposite 
bank.  Landing  where  we  saw  a  bark  canoe  drawn  up  on 
the  beach,  we  fortunately  met  a  staff  officer,  who  had 
been  up  the  Aroostook  to  check  some  aggressions  of  the 
American  lumberers  in  the  forests  on  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  was  now  on  his  return  to  Fredericton.  We 
proceeded  in  company  through  a  fertile  and  from  this 
time  well-inhabited  country,  with  fine  bold  scenery  at 
every  turn  of  the  stream,  and  at  night  arrived  at  Wood* 
stock,  about  sixty  miles  below  the  Falls  and  half  a  mile 
from  the  river,  where  we  found  a  comfortable  little  inn, 
kept  by  an  American.  The  division  of  the  counties,  whidi 
had  only  lately  taken  place,  had  not  been  publicly  stated 
more  than  three  or  four  days,  and  Woodstock,  which  had 
formerly  been  in  the  county  of  York,  was  now  the  capital 
of  the  new-formed  county  of  Carleton.  At  present,  it  is 
but  a  small  village,  though  doubtless,  ere  many  years  have 
passed,  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  considerable  towns  in 
the  province,  being  situated  in  the  most  fertile  part,  and 
already  possessing  a  large  agricultural  population.  Per- 
sons anxious  for  posts  under  government,  and  to  establish 
themselves  with  the. earliest  foundation  of  the  town,  were 
flocking  in  firom  all  directions;  no  fewer  than  three  sur- 
geons and  four  attorneys  had  already  arrived,  though  there 
was  neither  fee  nor  food  for  one  of  them.  The  small  and 
formerly  quiet  village  had  already  divided  opinions  and 
clashing  interests,  and  numerous  littie  jealousies  and 
bickerings  had  arisen.  It  is  a  straggling  place,  settied 
partly  upon  a  creek  near  the  river,  and  partiy  upon  the 
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high  ground  where  the  inn  was ;  so  each  party  wished  to 
establish  their  own  spot  as  die  site  of  the  capital^  and 
derive  the  advantage  of  having  the  public  buildings  there. 

The  evening  gun,  from  the  American  garrison  of  Houlton^ 
only  five  iniles  distant,  can  be  distinctly  heard  at  Wood- 
stock; and,  as  we  were  descending  the  river  on  the  llfli 
of  September,  we  caught  a  glimpse  of  Mar's  Hill,  upon 
which  the  boundary  monument  has  been  erected.  Lai^e 
as  the  St.  John's  River  is,  it  is  rendered  utterly  unnavi- 
gable  by  the  niunerous  rapids,  where,  in  many  places,  the 
depth  does  not  exceed  three  feet.  The  beach  every  where 
was  strewed  with  fine  timber,  which  had  been  left  by  the 
falling  of  the  spring  fireshets,  and  which  could  not  now 
arrive  at  the  port  of  exportation  before  the  ^suing  year, 
and  flat-bottomed  provision-boats  can  with  difficulty 
reach  Woodstodc  on  the  3rd  day  jfrom  Fredericton.  The 
scenery  throughout  the  St.  John's  is  of  a  superior  order 
to  the  generality  of  that  in  America,  and  becomes  bolder 
and  more  beautiful  as  the  river  nears  the  ocean;  but  the 
land  decreases  in  fertility  in  an  equal  ratio  every  succeed- 
ing mile  below  Woodstock.  The  Falls  of  the  Pokeok  at 
its  junction  with  the  St.  John's,  seen  through  a  wooded 
and  rocky  chasm,  and  an  Indian  vQlage  with  some  fine 
drooping  elms  upon  a  bold  undulating  country  a  few  miles 
lower  down,  are  exceedingly  picturesque  objects. 

Witii  the  exception  of  Woodstock,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  there  is  any  setdement  which  can  come  under  the 
denomination  of  a  village  between  the  Green  Biver  and 
Fredericton,  a  distance  not  short  of  220  miles.  In  many 
parts,  as  at  Madawaska,  a  narrow  riband  of  farms  extends 
along  the  banks  of  the  St.  John,  and  stretches  back  from 
a  quarter  to  a  mile  inland.  Three  or  four  tribes  also  of 
Indians  have  their  strange-looking  collection  of  bark-buOt 
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ung-wams  huddled  together  upon  the  headlands  formed 
by  the  juncticm  of  the  Tobique  and  other  tributary 
streams :  the  chief's  house  is  usually  distinguished  from 
the  rest  by  having  a  flag*staff  alongside  of  it,  or  the  roof 
being  rather  more  elevated.  The  costume  of  the  females 
struck  me  as  much  gayer  than  that  of  the  tribes  I  had  pre- 
viously seen  in  the  Canadas.  Their  dress  here  was  gene- 
rally of  brilliant  and  gaudy  colours,  with  their  black  hats 
encircled  by  a  broad  silver  band.  The  men,  who  appeared 
to  subsist  chiefly  upon  fishing  in  the  summer  season,  had 
the  same  heavy  and  forbidding  countenances  I  had  ob- 
served amongst  the  Seneca  and  Irroquois  tribes.  I  was 
informed,  however,  by  officers  of  the  army,  and  agents 
who  had  superintended  the  annual  distribution  of  pre- 
sents from  the  Britbh  government  to  the  tribes  upon  the 
borders  of  Lake  Huron,  that  fine  athletic  warriors  of  the 
Sac  and  Fox  tribe  of  Indians,  with  noble  features,  used  to 
attend  upon  those  occasions  with  one  side  of  their  face 
painted  sky  blue,  and  the  other  chequered  with  vermilion 
and  bright  yellow ;  but  all  whom  I  saw  fell  very  far  short 
of  the  natives  of  Bengal  and  P^gu  both  in  stature  and 
countenance. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  ninth  day  from  our 
leaving  Quebec,  we  arrived  at  Fredericton,  350  miles 
distant,  rejoiced  beyond  measure  that  our  fiitiguing  expe- 
dition was  at  an  end.  The  cramping  attitude  of  sitting 
crouched  at  the  bottom  of  the  canoe  for  sixteen  hours, 
during  four  successive  days,  without  being  able  to  change 
that  position,  lest  the  heavily-laden  and  firail  vessel  should 
capsize,  was  irksome  and  overpowering  in  the  extreme. 
But,  when  our  troubles  and  vexations  were  over,  as  usual 
we  laughed  heartily  at  all  our  adventures ;  and,  taking  it 
all  in  all,  I  may  fiurly  say  that  I  enjoyed  this  journey 


374       A  subaltern's  furlough. 

more  than  any  oCher  portion  of  my  travels  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America.  Our  provisions  had  been  rather  short, 
and  the  bread  on  the  4th  or  5th  day  became  so  excessively 
sour^  from  alternate, wet  and  exposure  to  the  sun,  that  it 
was  unwholesome  as  well  as  unpalatable,  and  b^an  to 
affect  us  seriously.  Nor  had  our  night's  rest  been  sought 
upon  couches  of  the  soiikest  and  most  fleecy  down ;  but,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  other  matters  were  of 
trifling  moment,  and  soon  consigned  to  oblivion. 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


Whence  have  they  this  mettle? 

Is  not  their  climate  foggy>  raw,  and  dull  ? 

Shakspeake. 

One  says  the  kingdom  is  his  own ;  a  Saxon  drinks  the  quarts  and  swears 
heUl  dispute  that  with  him. 

Tatlbr. 


After  the  separation  of  New  Brunswick  from  Nova 
Scotia,  in  17B5,  Colonel  Carleton  was  appointed  Governor 
of  the  New  Province,  and  selected  a  spot  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  where  Fredericton  now  stands,  as  the  site  of  the 
capital.  The  situation  is  good,  being  the  head  of  the  tide- 
water and  the  sloop  navigation.  Though  ships  of  large 
burden  can  ascend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oromucto,  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  miles  below,  yet  merchandize  is  usually  for- 
warded from  the  sear-port  ninety  miles  distant  by  small  craft, 
the  Falls  of  St.  John,  two  miles  from  the  harboiur,  prevent- 
ing the  passage  of  lai^  vessels  except  at  high  water.  The 
town  consists  of  two  prindpal  streets,  running  parallel  with 
the  river,  and  contains  about  1200  inhabitants,  but  as 
yet  has  no  regular  market  nor  fair.  The  point  of  land 
upon  which  it  is  built  is  flat  and  low,  being  but  a  few  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  freshets.  A  low  range  of  rocky  hills, 
however,  rises  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  town,  and  another 
at  rather  a  greater  distance  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
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St.  John's,  into  which  the  pretty  stream  of  the  Naaswhaak 
empties  itself.  The  river  immediately  above  Fredericton 
is  studded  with  many  beautiful  islands  of  considerable 
extent,  which,  being  inundated  at  certain  seasons,  produce 
abundant  crops  of  hay,  as  is  the  case  with  the  low  land  on  ' 
the  banks ;  but,  in  general,  the  soil  is  cold  and  poor. 

The  original  Government  House,  a  wooden  edifice,  was 
burnt  by  accident  some  few  years  since,  and  the  present 
substantial  and  spacious  one  of  fine  fireestone  was  erected 
during  the  administration  of  the  late  Governor,  Sir  Howard 
Douglas.  In  point  of  situation  and  style  of  architecture 
it  far  exceeds  both  that  at  Quebec  and  the  one  at  York : 
and,  with  the  tastefully  laid  out  pleasure-grotmds  and  gar- 
dens, occupies  a  laige  tract  of  ground  on  the  margin  of  the 
water  above  the  town. 

The  College,  situated  at  the  base  of  the  hills,  is  another 
fine  stone  edifice,  and,  in  addition  to  possessing  the  enor- 
mous grant  of  6000  acres  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  has 
1000^.  per  annum  allowed  by  the  British,  and  the  same 
sum  by  the  provincial  government.  The  former  made 
their  grant  conditionally  that  the  province  allowed  an 
equal  sum ;  but  of  late  years  the  House  of  Assembly  have 
shown  a  disposition  to  withdraw  their  grant,  though  that 
of  the  mother  coimtry  was  made  in  perpetuum.  They 
contend  that  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  so  highly  for  the 
education  of  the  half  dozen  young  men  who  study  there 
under  a  president  and  four  professors.  The  other  public 
buildings  are  of  wood,  and  do  not  display  any  thing  either 
tasteful  or  expensive  in  their  structure.  The  ofiicers' 
barracks,  for  the  few  companies  of  infantry  quartered  in 
the  town,  are  prettily  situated  on  one  side  of  a  square,  sur- 
rounded by  fine  trees  and  the  intervening  space  laid  with 
grass,  where  the  excellent  band  of  the  34th  regiment 
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attracted  a  crowd  of  aaditors  during  the  fine  evenings  of 
September. 

Many  of  the  (Ad  inhabitants  were  the  royalista  of  the 
American  Revolution,  who  settled  in  New  Brunswick  after 
the  forfeiture  of  their  property  in  the  States,  and  several  of 
them  still  hold  high  official  situations.     But,  as  in  the  Car- 
nadas,  the  same  blunt  manner  and  independent  spirit  which 
an  Englishman  is  so  apt  to  censure  in  the  United  States  is 
here  very  perceptible,  and  the  lower  dasses  of  people  assume 
amilar  airs.    A  shopkeeper  is  mighty  indignant  if  so  ad- 
dressed:  forsooth  he  is  a  storekeeper;  a  blacksmith  is  a 
lieutenant  of  militia  grenadiers,  and  sports  his  full-dress 
uniform,  with  gold  wings,  as  proudly  as  a  nobleman;  a 
maid-servant,  who  has  emigrated  from  England  only.three 
years  before  with  scarcely  a  shoe  to  her  foot,  walks  in  to  be 
hired,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  lady  of  the  house,  seats 
herself  in  the  best  chair  in  the  parlour,  and  then  enters 
upon  business  with  the  ease  of  one  who  is  reciprocating  a 
favour:  in  short,  no  one  confesses  a  superior.    They  cer- 
tainly possess  the  levelling  system  in  full  vigour,  inhaled, 
I  should  imagine,  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  frontier. 
^^  Ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam'^  is  not  the  motto'  here;  the 
majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly  is  composed  of  igno- 
rant farmers  and  shopkeepers,  the  representatives  of  the 
eleven  counties  into  which  the  province  is  divided.    .One 
thing,  however,  I  will  acquit  them  of:  they  neither  chew 
tobacco  nor  do  they  annoy  you  in  their  hotels  with  the 
essence  of  egg-nog  and  mint  julaps. 

The  New-Brunswickers,  generally  speaking,  are  a  fine 
athletic  race  of  people,  and  the  lumberers,  in  personal 
appearance  and  strength,  will  not  yield  to  the  peasantry  of 
any  nation.  They  are  alike  insensible  to  heat  and  cold,  and, 
with  a  stock  of  salt  pork  and  rum,  remain  in  the  woods 
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without  quittiiig  them  for  months,  employed  in  their  hardy 
occupation  of  felling  timber.  The  province  will  doubtless 
improve  rapidly.  The  timber  trade,  which  has  so  long  em- 
ployed the  energies  of  ihe  inhabitants,  is  already  b^inning 
to  fail  in  some  parts,  and  agriculture  will  be  more  at- 
tended to.  The  &f mers  have  ever  been  in  the  habit  of 
paying  iheir  one  shilling  and  sixpence  per  ton  into  the 
crown-land  office  for  a  license  to  lumber  during  the  winter 
months,  entirely  neglecting  their  farms  for  a  pursuit  which 
would  bring  them  a  httle  more  ready  money.  Owing  to 
this  ruinous  system,  the  specie  has  found  its  way  into  the 
United  States  for  the  purchase  of  flour  and  pork,  while  a 
system  of  barter  has  been  established  between  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  interior  of  the  province,  the  labourer  re- 
ceiving so  many  bushels  of  wheat  for  his  work,  and  the 
whiskey  dealer  bartering  with  the  butcher  or  tailor. 

The  population  of  the  province,  including  the  scattered 
Acadians  and  original  French  settiers,  who  possess  consi- 
derable tracts  of  land  upon  the  eastern  coast,  does  not  at 
present  exceed  100,000,  though  it  is  now  rapidly  increas- 
ing. Many  emigrants  of  a  highly  respectable  class,  and 
men  of  good  education,  were  continually  arriving  during 
my  stay  at  Fredericton.  They  intended  purchasing  frrms 
on  the  banks  of  the  St  John's,  near  Woodstock;  but  I 
could  scarcely  imagine  that  persons  who  had  been  ac- 
customed to  mix  in  the  gay  scenes  of  a  college  life,  and 
move  in  the  higher  walks  of  society  in  Elngland,  would  ever 
be  happy  or  contented  in  a  comparative  wilderness,  where 
they  must  be  solely  dependent  upon  their  own  resources, 
and  their  time,  devoid  of  excitement,  must  hang  heavily  on 
their  hands.  From  what  little  I  saw  of  the  vast  western 
continent,  I  should  say  it  was  no  country  for  a  mere  gen- 
tieman,  who  retained  a  fondness  for  hunting  and  shooting, 
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but  radier  for  artificers  and  fanners,  whose  previous  habits 
enableid  them  to  put  their  own  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 
Of  the  natives  of  Oreat  Britain  the  lower  orders  of  the 
Scotch  are  usually  considered  the  best  setders,  having 
been  more  accustomed  to  privations  and  hardships  than 
their  English  neighbours,  who,  though  not  so  addicted  to 
spirituous  liquors,  are  a  worse  chss  of  settlers,  and  more 
dissatisfied  with  the  change  they  have  made,  than  the 
Irish.  The  Lowlanders  again  ar^  even  a  better  4escrip« 
tion  of  settlers  than  their  Highland  brethren,  who,  like  the 
French,  satisfied  with  a  mere  existence,  care  little  about 
the  improvement  of  their  farms. 

The  late  order  for  collecting  quit-rents  appeared  to  give 
universal  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  old  settlers,  who  were 
far  from  being  thankful  for  having  held  gratuitous  posses- 
sion of  their  lands  for  fifty  years.  They  even  'hinted  at 
refusing  to  pay  them,  acknowledging,  however,  that  his 
Majesty  had  an  unquestionable  right  to  collect  them,  but 
asserting  that  they  were  mentioned  in  their  grants  merely 
for  form's  sake,  and,  at  the  time  those  grants  were  made,  it 
was  never  intended  that  the  collection  of  them  should  be 
carried  into  execution.  The  quit-rents,  too,  bear  only 
slightly  upon  men  of  large  property,  the  option  being  al- 
lowed of  paying  two  shillings  per  100  acres  per  annum,  or 
of  purchasing  out  by  paying  fifteen  years  in  advance;  so 
that  for  the  trifling  sum  of  15^.  a  landed  proprietor  may 
become  possessor  of  1000  acres  of  land,  which  previously 
were  held  under  the  crown.  The  casual  revenue  which  is 
expended  in  roads  and  other  public  works,  and  derived 
principally  from  the  sale  of  crown  lands  and  timber,  must 
be  fast  decreasing,  and  the  collection  of  the  quit-rents,  with- 
out pressing  heavily  upon  any  one,  will  sustain  it  for  some 
time.    Until  the  arrival  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  the 


380  A  subaltern's  fubi«ough. 

present  GoTemor,  no  part  of  the  world  oould  have  pos- 
sessed so  few  and  sadi  bad  roads.  Since  his  arrival,  how- 
ever, the  ^  Royal  Road"  has  been  surveyed,  and  several 
miles  of  it  are  already  completed ;  the  intention  bdng  to 
extend  it  on  Uie  opposite  side  of  the  river  to  the  Grand 
FUUs.  By  the  course  of  the  stream  the  distance  is  130 
miles,  whidi  will  be  shortened  40  miles  by  the  new  road, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  not  only  tend  to  the  rapid  settle- 
ment of  the  interior  of«the  country,  by  throwing  open  a 
mercantile  line  of  communication,  but  in  time  of  war  will 
be  of  incalculable  advantage  as  a  military  road  to  Quebec, 
with  the  broad  stream  of  the  St.  John's,  a  natural  protec- 
tion against  any  sudden  inroads  firom  the  American  firon- 
tier.  Most  of  the  allotments  upon  the  sea-coast  have 
been  occupied  many  years,  and  the  occupation  of  those 
upon  the  banks  of  the  principal  rivers  followed.  They 
are  generally  of  a  narrow  firontage,  so  that  each  occupant 
may  command  water  navigation ;  but  some  extend  to  the 
rear  as  much  as  five  or  six  miles;  and  the  2nd  and  3rd 
occupations  from  the  river  are  even  now  filling.  The 
best  crown  lands  are  at  this  time  selling  at  three  shil- 
lings, and  the  general  average  of  crops  is  about  eighteen 
bushels  of  wheat  per  acre.  The  winter  being  of  longer 
duration  than  elsewhere,  winter  wheat  is  not  sown;  the 
soil,  however,  yields  the  finest  potatoes  in  North  America, 
which  give  the  name  of  Blue-noses  to  the  New-Bruns- 
wickers,  firom  the  small  eyes  or  excrescences  with  which 
they  are  covered,  and  they  are  exported  to  the  United 
States  in  vast  quantities.  The  province  as  yet  (owing  to 
the  dense  forests)  has  been  very  imperfectly  explored,  but 
it  is  known  to  abound  with  coal,  slate,  fireestone,  and  gra- 
nite ;  it  also  produces  some  small  quantities  of  various  ores. 
Its  climate  is  dry  and  particularly  healthy,  excepting  about 
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the  coast  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  where,  from  the  continued 
fogs,  the  inhabitants  are  said  to  be  liable  to  pulmonary 
complaints. 

During  my  ten  days'  residence  at  FVedericton  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  Audubon,  the  celebrated  ornitho- 
logist, who,  mth  his  sons,  was  searching  for  additions  to 
his  laborious  undertaking.  He  had  only  been  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  with  one  rather  rare  bird  in  the  province ; 
and  I  am  afraid  he  would  not  add  many  subscribers  to  his 
valuable  but  expensive  work.  His  original  drawings  were 
certainly  much  more  beautiful  and  spirited  than  the  English 
coloured  engravings.  His  time  appeared  entirely  given  up 
to  the  performance  of  what  he  had  undertaken,  and  in  the 
pursuit  of  which  he  has  expended  a  considerable  fortune. 
His  manners  are  very  mild,  and  he  has  a  prepossessing 
and  benevolent  countenance,  vntii  a  sharp  eagle  eye  and 
prominent  features. 

The  militia  were  called  out  for  three  days'  training,  and 
the  battalion  which  assembled  at  Fredericton  1000  strong 
was  composed  of  fine  athletic  men.  Only  200  of  them 
were  armed,  and  about  the  same  number  had  dotfaing  and 
accoutrements.  There  was  also  an  African  company,  who 
had  decked  themselves  very  gaily,  and  carried  the  only 
drum  and  fife  in  the  field.  They  appeared  quite  proud  of 
their  occupation,  not  being  exempted,  as  in  the  United 
States,  from  the  performance  of  military  duty.  The  pro- 
vince could,  in  case  of  emergency,  furnish  20,000  men 
(but,  unfortunately,  there  are  neither  arms  nor  clothing  for 
one-tenth  of  that  number),  and  six  troops  of  yeomanry 
cavalry.  The  Fredericton  troop  made  an  exceedingly  neat 
and  dean  appearance,  being  well  clothed  and  partiy  armed; 
and  in  active  service,  in  such  a  country  as  New  Brunswick, 
would  prove  of  very  essential  utility.    In  case  of  imme- 
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diate  agression  from  their  neighbours^  the  province  must 
for  some  time  be  intrusted  to  their  care  alone,  there  being 
only  six  weak  companies  of  regular  infantry  in  three  dis- 
tant detachments,  with  a  frontier  of  200  miles  in  extent, 
and  a  province  of  22,000  square  miles  in  charge,  while  tiie 
Americans  have  two  garrisons  close  upon  the  boundary  Une 
(at  Elastport  and  Houlton),  and  an  excellent  military  road 
nearly  completed  to  Boston.  The  New-Brunswickers  have 
already  given  ample  proof  that  ihey  are  well  qualified  as 
soldiers  to  undergo  any  hardships  and  privations.  During 
the  last  American  war  the  104th  regiment  was  entirely 
raised  in  this  province,  and  made  a  march  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  of  English  history,  and  only  equalled  by  that  of 
ihe  Russian  campaign  in  1812,  through  the  extensive  fo- 
rests to  the  Canadas  in  the  depth  of  a  severe  winter.  No 
troops  ever  behaved  better  in  the  field,  and  the  corps  was 
nearly  annihilated  at  the  storming  of  Fort  Erie.  Many 
Americans  settTe  in  the  province,  and  are  always  the  most 
enterprising  and  money-seeking  men ;  many  too  are  pre- 
vented naturalising  by  an  oath  of  allegiance,  or  some  simi- 
lar form,  which  the  law  requires  to  be  taken  in  a  Protestant 
church ;  and,  being  considered  as  aliens,  they  pay  a  fine  of 
thirty  shillings  in  lieu  of  performing  militia  duty. 

That  one  party  at  least  in  the  United  States  care  litde 
for  embroiling  themselves  with  Great  Britain,  in  order  that 
they  may  have  a  pretext  for  invading  her  colonies,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  paragraphs  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Review  of  June  1 832 :  ^^  If  then  a  war  should  ever 
again  arise  between  the  United  States  and  Oreat  Britain, 
the  policy  of  our  country  is  obvious — ^the  Acadian  Peninsula 
must  be  ours  at  all  hazards,  and  at  any  cost  of  blood  or 
treasure.  Were  this  once  gained,  the  rest  of  the  colonies 
would  fall  almost  as  soon  as  we  might  please  to  summon 
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them" ^'  For  this  purpose,  a  fortress,  capable  of 

sustaining  a  siege  until  it  oould  be  relieved,  should  be 
erected  upon  the  upper  valley  of  the  St.  John's"  (which  is 
debatable  ground)  ^'  and  connected  with  the  settled  country 

by  a  military  road  and  a  chain  of  fortified  posts/' 

^^  As  Americans,  we  cannot  fear  the  final  result  of  any 
contest  that  may  arise.    The  relative  strengtih  of  the  two 
countries  is  continually  changing,  and  becoming  more  and 
more  favourable  to  us/'    This  language,  which  savours  so 
strongly  of  confident  assurance,  arises  from  a  discussion 
upon  the  boundary  in  dispute  between  ihe  State  of  Maine 
and  New  Brunswick.  The  article  proves  how  fully  alive  the 
Americans  are  to  the  value  of  tfie  disputed  ground,  as  an 
annoyance  in  a  military  point  of  view  to  their  rival,  which 
has  already  been  almost  cut  off  from  the  protection  of  the 
Canadas  by  concessions  of  the  British  Government,  who 
have  ever  lost  by  treaty  what  they  gained  by  the  sword. 
It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  glean  the  full  merits  of  the  case, 
each  party  so  pertinaciously  adhering  to  its  own  interested 
statement.     So  far  back  as  the  treaty  of  Ryswick  in  1697^ 
when  the   boundary  line  was  attempted  to  be   settled 
between  Acadia,  then  under  the  dominion  of  the  French, 
and  New  England  under  that  of  the  mother  country,  an 
undecided  question  arose  respecting  the  true  river  St.  Croix, 
each  party  maintaining  that  stream  to  be  the  correct  one 
which  threw  an  additional  tract  of  country  into  its  territory. 
The  same  question  was  mooted  with  equal  results  in  1 7B3, 
when  time  had  wrought  a  wonderful  change  upon  the  face 
of  affairs ;  that  which  had  formerly  been  New  England  was 
now  a  free  and  independent  state;   and  that  which  had 
been  a  French  settiement  was  now  New  Scotland,  paying 
allegiance  to  Great  Britain.     In  the  treaty  of  London,  in 
1 7i>4,  the  5th  article  directly  stated,  "  Whereas   doubts 
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have  arisen  what  river  was  truly  intended  under  the  name 
of  the  riven  St  Croix/'  that  question  should  be  referred  to 
the  final  dedsion  of  commissioners. 

Again,  in  1814,  an  article  was  firamed  in  the  treaty  of 
Ohent,  agreeing  upon  commissioners  being  appointed  to 
survey  the  boundary  line  which  had  been  described  in 
former  treaties.  At  this  time  the  question  might  have 
been  dedded;  the  resources  of  the  United  States  were 
exhausted,  and  they  would  gladly  have  made  peace  upon 
any  terms,  now,  that  tranquillity  was  restored  upon 
the  continent  of  Europe,  England  could  turn  its  imdivided 
powers  against  her  more  implacable  enemy.  But  the 
high-minded  British  Commissioners  yielded  too  easily  to 
American  chicanery,  and,  granting  what  could  not  be 
proved  above  a  century  previous,  permitted  a  stream  to 
be  called  the  St*  Croix,  and  that  branch  of  it  the  main 
one,  which  at  once  deprived  them  of  the  strongest  argu- 
ment in  their  fitvour,  and,  to  use  the  expression  of  a 
nautical  man  with  whom  I  was  conversing  upon  the  sub- 
ject, '^  Now,  they  have  let  fly  the  main  sheet,  and  are 
snatching  at  the  rope's  end."  No  person  endowed  with 
common  sense  could  imagine  for  a  moment,  upon  inspection 
of  the  map,  that  the  British  Commissioners,  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  would  have  consented  to  the  territorial  posses- 
sions of  the  United  States  approaching  within  thirteen 
miles  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  so  deeply  indenting  into 
the  British  provinces.  The  Kennebec,  to  the  westward  of 
the  present  St.  Croix,  was  the  national  boundary  between 
the  EngUsh  and  French  in  the  17th  century,  and  it  is 
affirmed  by  many  that  the  Penobscot  was  the  original  St. 
Croix.  In  the  commission,  dated  September  17^)  ap- 
pointing Montague  Wilmot,  Esq.,  Captain-General  and 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  western  boundary  of  that 
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province  is  described  as  having  ^'  anciently  extended  and 
doth  of  right  extend  as  far  as  the  river  Pentagonet,  or 
Penobscot ; ''  and  the  whole  country  to  the  eastward  of  that 
river  was  in  actoal  possession  of  the  British  at  the  treaty 
of  1783.  De  Monts,  the  celebrated  navigator  ordered 
out  by  Henry  IV.  of  France,  in  1603,  to  explore  the 
coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  had  the  honour  of  giving  name  to 
the  river  where  he  wintered,  which  has  been  the  subject 
of  so  much  controversy.  It  is  not  probable  that  such  an 
experienced  seaman  would  risk  his  vessels  amidst  the  drift 
ice  opposite  the  present  town  of  St.  Andrews,  when  so 
many  safe  harbours  were  scattered  along  the  coast  to  the 
south-west. 

The  boundary  line  is  defined  in  the  late  treaties  as 
passing  up  the  centre  to  the  source  of  the  St.  Croix ;  thence 
due  north  until  it  strikes  the  highlands,  which  divide  the 
waters  running  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  those  which 
join  the  St.  Lawrence ;  thence  along  the  said  highlands  to 
the  north-westernmost  head  of  the  Connecticut  River,  and 
down  along  the  middle  of  it  to  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitude.  The  commissioners  differed  so  materially  in  the 
determination  of  these  highlands  (upwards  of  100  miles 
in  a  direct  Kne)  that,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  reference  was  made  to  the  King  of  Holland,  as 
umpire,  who  decided  the  matter  to  the  disapprobation  of 
both  parties,  giving  the  British  so  much  of  the  territory 
as  would  include  the  mail  road  from  Quebec  to  Halifax, 
and  to  the  Americans  a  fortress  built  by  them  within  the 
Britbh  frontiers  near  Lake  Champlain,  the  most  vulner- 
able point  of  the  State  of  New  York.  At  this  very  day 
the  settlement  of  the  question  appears  as  far  from  adjust- 
ment as  it  was  a  century  since.  The  United  States  would 
no  doubt  lay  aside  all  claims,  were  an  equivalent  in  the  long- 
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sighed-for  free  nayigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  offered  to 

them.    Maine  has  comimtted  varioua  acts  of  sovereignty 

upon  the  debatable  ground  within  the  last  few  years  in 

granting  lands,  allowing  her  citiaens  to  lumber  iqxm  die 

Aroostook  River,  and  even  opening  a  poll  on  the  St.  John's, 

a  few  miles  above  the  Madawaaka  settlement,  die  several 

candidates  for  magisterial  offices  addressing  die  people 

from  a  cart.    Soon,  most  probably,  the  American  standard 

would  have  been  flying  upon  the  ramparts  of  a  fort  had 

not,  fortunatdy  for  the  British  interests,  Sir  Aiddbald 

Campbell  arrived  from  Elngland  at  this  critical  period  to 

assume  the  reins  of  government,  and,  with  that  firmness 

and  active  decision  which  are  so  characteristic  of  him» 

proceeded  in  person  upon  a  tedious  journey  400  miles  in 

extent  and  seized  some  of  the  aggressors.    The  principals 

absconded  into  Maine,  and  the  authorities  of  that  StKte 

interceded  for  the  remission  of  the  punishment  jusdy 

awarded  to  those  who  were  captored.    The  intrinsic  vafaie 

of  the  few  thousands  of  square  miles  involved  in  dispute 

is  trifling,  but  they  are  inestimable  when  viewed  with  le- 

gard  to  the  fiitwe  prosperity  aad  ntenftbtt  of  die  British 

provinces. 


A  svbaltbbn's  furlough.  387 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


It  is  a  most  beautiful  country,  being  stored  throughout  with  many  goodly 
rivers,  replenished  with  all  sorts  of  fish. 

Spshsbb. 

Reep  me  company  but  two  years. 
Thou  ^alt  not  know  the  sound  of  thine  own  tongue — 
Farewell. 

Shakspears. 

A  little  (ire  is  quickly  trodden  out, 

Wliiehy  being  suflbied*  avers  eamot  quench.  IbkL 


On  tibe  22d  of  September  I  embarked  in  a  small  steam- 
boat in  company  with  Captain  C,  an  old  Buiman  frigid, 
whom  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  find  stationed  at  Fredericton^ 
and  who  Idndly  offered  to  accompany  me  on  a  short  tour 
through  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia.  We  proceeded 
down  the  beantidiul  river  St.  John  (which  received  its  name 
firom  being  discovered  by  De  Monts  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1604^  the  day  of  St.  John  the  Baptist),  and  thirty  miles 
below  Fredericton  passed  the  embouchure  of  a  smaU  ri- 
vulet, which  forms  an  outlet  to  the  waters  of  the  Grand 
Lake  and  its  numerous  tributary  streams.  At  Newcastle, 
and  on  the  borders  of  the  Salmon  Bay,  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  Lake,  coal  has  been  found  in  abundance ;  but  that 

2  c  2 
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hitherto  discovered  is  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  the  works, 
for  want  of  demand,  are  on  a  very  limited  scale. 

After  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebekasis  River 
and  entering  Grand  Bay,  which  is  interspersed  wit^  nu- 
merous islands,  we  were  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog,  and, 
landing  a  few  miles  farther,  at  the  Indian  village  a  mile 
above  the  Falls,  proceeded  on  foot  into  the  town  of  St. 
John.  For  three  days  it  had  been  obscured  by  fog,  while 
with  us  all  had  been  sunshine  and  heat,  the  fog  not  ex- 
tending more  than  ten  miles  up  the  river.  During  the 
first  day  we  saw  nothing  of  the  town  beyond  the  curb- 
stones of  the  pavement,  or  the  steps  up  to  the  doors  of  the 
houses ;  but  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  which  came  on  while 
we  were  groping  our  way  through  the  streets  in  search  of 
the  barracks  and  thoroughly  drenched  us,  dispelled  the  fog, 
so  that  the  following  morning  the  sun  rose  bright  and  dear. 

The  town,  containing  nearly  1 1,000  inhabitants,  is  built 
upon  a  rocky  and  irregular  promontory,  formed  by  the 
harbour  and  the  river  which  here  empties  itself  into  the 
Bay  of  Fundy.  The  principal  streets  wre  broad,  well 
paved,  and  neatly  laid  out,  with  ezcdUent  private  dwdl^ 
ings,  and  some  elegant  stone  public  edifices*  The  oo(rpo~ 
ration  in  a  nu>8t  spirited  numner  are  laying  <>«t  l»ge  soiDS 
of  money  in  beautifying  and  levelling  the  streets,  though 
much  to  the  inconvenience  of  private  individuals,  whose 
houses  at  the  bottom  of  some  hills  have  been  blocked  vip^ 
by  these  improvements  to  the  attic  windows,  so  Aat  a 
passer  by  may  peep  into  the  first  or  second  story.  Ota 
the  summit  of  the  hill  i^[ain  20  het  of  sdid  rock  have 
been  cut  away,  leaving  the  dwellings  perohed  on  high,  and 
allowing  the  occupants  a  view  of  little  else  save  sky  and 
the  occasional  roof  of  a  lofty  house.  The  barradcs,  a  fine 
extensive  range  of  buildings,  with  some  small  batteriea 
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6verlooking  the  sea  and  commanding  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour,  occupy  an  elevated  and  pleasant  situation  in  front 
of  the  town,  whence  in  clear  weather  the  opposite  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia  can  be  seen  across  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 

Every  thing  about  St.  John*s  presented  the  air  of  a 
flourishing  place,  and  numerous  vessels  were  upon  the 
stocks  in  the  upper  part  of  the  bay,  where  the  tide  rises 
to  the  height  of  30  feet.     In  point  of  commercial  import- 
ance it  is  the  capital  of  New  Brunswick,  and  upwards  of 
400  square-rigged  vessels  enter  the  port  annually,  export- 
ing more  than  100,000  tons  of  square  timber.     Prom  Mi- 
ramichi  more  than  300  vessels  sail  with  even  a  greater 
quantity  of  timber  than  from  St.  John's ;  and  from  St.  An- 
drew's, which  ranks  as  the  third  sea-port,  from  150  to 
1 70  vessels  with  25,000  tons  of  timber.     In  addition  to 
these  there  are  several  minor  ports,  and  from  the  whole 
collectively  about   11,000  seamen  are  employed  in  the 
trade  of  the  province.     It  appears  by  returns  made  in  the 
year  1824,  when  the  trade  was  rather  brisker  than  at  pre- 
sent, that  324,260*  tons  of  square  timber  were  exported 
from  die  various  sea-ports,  exclusive  of  spars,  lathwood, 
and  deals.    St.  John's  possesses  most  of  the  lumbering 
trade  from  the  western  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  and,  the 
duties  upon  English  importations  being  lighter  than  at 
Halifax,  it  absorbs  much  of  ihe  traffic  which  would  other- 
wise flow  to  that  city.    This  and  the  adjoining  province  of 
Nova  Scotia,  under  diflbrent  regulations,  might  have  been 
still  greater  ntirseries  for  British  seamen  than  they  are; 
their  interests  upon  several  occasions  have  been  neglected 
by  the  mother  country,  who,  by  the  treaty  of  1783, 
'  granted  to  the  United  States  participation  in  the  fisheries, 
and  a  general  permission  to  take  fish  at  the  distance  of  a 
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390       A  subaltern's  fublouoh. 

cannon-shot  from  the  coast.  This  pennission  has  been 
much  abused  by  their  frequently  ruiming  in-shore  at 
night,  entering  the  bays  to  set  their  nets,  in  many  in- 
stances forcibly  preyenting  the  British  fishermen  from 
carrying  on  the  fishery,  and  destroying  the  fish  by  throw- 
ing the  offal  overboard,  while  the  proyindalists  carry  it 
ashore.  These  rights  they  forfeited  by  the  war  of  1812, 
but  the  renewal  of  them  at  the  peace  was  strangely  per- 
mitted, with  the  most  injurious  effects  to  the  colonies. 

The  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town,  and  for  an  extent 
of  some  miles  up  the  river,  is  such  a  mass  of  rock,  covered 
only  here  and  there  with  stunted  pine,  as  almost  to  deter 
any  emigrants  firom  penetratiDg  into  the  interior,  or  at 
least  to  give  them  a  very  poor  opinion  of  their  adopted 
country.  The  only  rich  or  fertile  tract  I  saw  was  a  narvow 
strip  of  land  about  a  mile  in  width,  running  between  two 
ridges  of  rocks  away  firom  the  bay,  and  which  had  been 
reclaimed  firom  the  bed  of  a  river  or  large  inlet.  By  some 
people  it  is  imagined  to  be  the  course  of  the  Si;.  John's 
previous  to  its  bursting  through  the  ridge  of  rodcs  which 
create  the  Falls.  The  opening  through  which  that  river 
passes  is  in  the  narrowest  part  called  the  "  split  rock,'' 
and  not  more  than  40  yards  in  width;  a  quarter  of  a  mUe 
higher  up  the  stream  is  a  second  pass,  firom  150  to  200 
yards  wide,  above  which  the  river  expands  into  a  capaciom 
bay.  The  great  rush  of  Ae  tide  is  such,  and  it  rises  so 
rapidly,  that  the  water  at  the  flood  is  some  feet  higjbier  bekyw 
the  split  rock  than  above  it,  and  renders  it  impaasiMe, 
except  at  high  water,  fi>r  half  an  hour,  and  the  same  fiill 
IB  formed  at  the  ebb  tide^  when  it  is  again  passable  fiur  the 
same  time  at  low  water*  Boats  frequently  venture  too  fitf, 
not  aware  of  the  time  of  tide,  and  are  lost  in  the  whirlpools 
and  eddies  *,  one,  containing  three  men,  had  been  lost  the 
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day  before  we  visited  them,  the  most  powerful  swimmer 
not  being  able  to  gain  the  shore.  The  noise  from  them 
can  be  (Kstinctly  heard  at  the  distance  of  some  miles,  and 
the  harbour,  a  mile  below  them,  is  covered  with  floating 
firoth  a  foot  in  thickness.  A  few  years  since  an  engineer 
oflSioer  proposed  undermining  or  Masting  the  rocks,  whidi 
vary  fr(»n  50  to  100  feet  in  height,  and  thus  opening  a 
passage  for  €ke  five  admisnion  of  the  tide;  but  the  jMroject 
was  opposed  by  the  landholders  some  miles  above  the 
town,  who  represented  that  the  river  would  thus  be  drained 
and  rendeied  too  shallow  for  navigation. 

Leaving  St.  John's  in  a  steamer  on  tlie  24th,  with  the 
sea  as  smooth  as  a  lake,  but  the  vessel  rolling  heavily, 
we  passed  out  of  the  beautiful  harbour  by  Ftartridge 
Idand  (Ae  quarantiRe  station  at  the  entrance,  wludi, 
being  hig^  and  rocky,  is  an  excellent  breakwater  and  sbd- 
ter  to  the  harbour  in  easterly  gales),  and  steered  for  the 
Nova  Scotian  coast,  forty  nnles  £stant.  The  lofty  heights 
in  rear  c£  tihe  dty,  the  various  Martdlo  towers  and  lights 
houses  otk  Paytridge  Island  and  the  hea<ffiands,  the  batteries 
and  baivacks  rising  upon  a  gentle  acclivity  from  the  har- 
b«ur,  with  die  ndns  of  old  Ibrt  Howe  frowning  fiom  a 
ffoeky  preeipioe  o^tear  the  dty,  which  is  built  upon  several 
eminences,  form  a  picturesque  scene  wben  viewed  from 
Hie  Bay  of  Fundy. 

In  five  hours  we  entered  Hlbt  strait  of  Anni^lis  (or 
Digby,  as  it  is  fnqmoAj  called),  whieli  »  about  a  fliird  of 
amfle  in  widAy  with  high  knds  from  500  to  600  feet  in 
faeigiit  upon  either  diore.  A  violent  tide  rushing  tihrougfa 
itinto  the  Inqr  of  Fdady  jfenders  it  next  to  an  impossibi- 
lity for  a  vessel  to  beat  against  a  head  wind  into  the  Basin 
of  Digby,  one  of  the  finest  summer  harbours  on  the 
American  continent,  and  in  which  the  whole  British  navy 
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might  ride  with  safety.    Were  batteries  thrown  up  at  the 
entrance  of  the  strait,  the  passage  would  be  rendered 
utterly  impracticable  at  any  time.     In  winter,  however,  it 
is  rendered  unsafe  from  the  vast  quantities  of  ice  which 
drift  down  from  the  Annapolis  Riv«r.    Several  wigwams 
were  erected  upon  the  sandy  beach  by  the  Indians,  who^ 
with  their  rifles,  assemble  throughout  the  summer  for  the 
purpose  of  shooting  porpoises  in  the  basin ;  and,  by  after- 
wards disposing  of  the  oil  which  they  extract,  they  manage 
to  make  a  tolerable  livelihood.    We  saw  several  paddling 
about  in  their  canoes,  who  appeared  very  expert,  and  were 
informed  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  kill  at  a 
single  shot.    The  basin  is  also  celebrated  for  its  ohidkens 
(a  species  of  herring) ;  but  of  late  years  their  number  has 
considerably  decreased,  owing  to  the  num^ous  wears,  whidi 
destroyed  the  young  fish.      The   small  town  of  Digby, 
which  owed  its  origin  to  the  fisheries,  is  prettily  situated 
on  a  light  gravdly  soil  at  the  water's  edge,  about  thsee 
miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  strait.    After  passing  an 
hour  or  two  there,  we  pursued  our  course  up  the  basin, 
which  for  its  whole  extent  is  divided  from  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  by  only  a  narrow  chain  of  lulls,  between  whose 
base  and  the  margin  of  the  barin  there  is  a  strip  of  about 
a  mile  in  breadth  of  well-populated  and  cultivated  huuL* 
Near  the  head  of  the  basin,  at  the  influx  of  the  Moose 
River,  are  the  remains  of  an  iron  fi>undry  which  was  com* 
menced  in  1825,  by  the  Annapolis  Mining  CosEipany,  witii 
a.  capital  of  one  hundred  shares  of  100/.  each,  and  after- 
wards increased  to  double  the  amount^  but  fiuled  duougfa 
improper  management,  and  is  now  mortgaged  for  a  trifling 
sum.    There  was  a  fine  field  open  for  their  undertaking, 
nearly  all  the  minerals  throughout  the  country  being  re- 
served by  the  Crown,  and  granted  for  sixty  years  by  the 
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late  Duke  of  York  to  Messrs.  Rundell  and  Bridge,  who 
have  only  opened  some  coal  mines  at  Pictou  on  the 
northern  coast  of  the  province. 

We  arrived  at  Annapolis,  situated  ten  or  twelve  miles 
up  the  river  of  the  same  name,  early  in  the  afternoon. 
Though  formerly  a  town  of  so  much  note,  it  has  now 
dwindled  down  into  a  place  of  inconsiderable  importance, 
not  containing  more  than  1300  inhabitmts.  From  the 
year  1712>  when  Nova  Scotia  was  ceded  fibially  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  (which  took  place  two 
years  after  the  conquest  of  the  country  by  General  Nichol- 
son with  the  forces  of  Queen  Anne),  until  174^9  it  was  the 
capital  of  the  province,  but  in  that  year  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment  was  transferred  to  Hali&x.  From  the  first  explor- 
ation of  the  country  in  1603  by  De  Monts,  who  built 
a  fort  there  and  named  it  Port  Royal,  until  1712>  it 
chai^d  masters  eight  times,  having  been  restored  to 
France  by  treaty  every  successive  time  it  was  taken  by  the 
English.  The  old  fort  is- yet  extant  upon  a  point  of  land 
formed  immediately  below  the  town,  by  the  junction  of  a 
smell  stream  with  the  AnnafpoHs  river,  and  is  occupied 
by  a  detadmient  of  infantry  from  Halifax.  An  old  block- 
house, and  a  square  brick  building  within  the  ramparts, 
bear  such  outward  signs  of  antiqtiity  that  one  might  almost 
imagine  them  to  be  coeval  with  the  original  French  settlers. 
The*  principal  part  of  the  town  mns  in  one  street,  parallel 
with  the  nvee  above  the  fort;  but  to  the  eastward  of  it,  on 
the  land  side,  there  is  a  continued  succession  of  neat 
private  residences  for  neariy  a  mile,  all  of  which  hove 
gardens  prettily  laid  oat,  and  even  quickset  hedges.  These 
last  inmiediately  attracted  our  attention,  being  the  first 
I  had  seen  in  North  America,  though,  at  this  time,  I  had 
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tmvelled  2500  miles  in  it.  The  orchards  are  extensive 
and  numerous,  much  cider  being  made  in  this  part  of  the 
province,  and  I  could  have  fimded  myself  in  an  English 
village,  had  it  not  been  for  the  nq;roes  with  whom  the 
street  swarmed,  and  whom  I  should  never  have  eacpected 
to  see  in  such  numbers  so  fiur  to  the  north. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  September  we  left  Anna- 
polis, pursuing  our  journey  to  Bridgetown,  fourteen  or 
fifteen  miles  distant,  where  we  crossed  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  and  foHowed  its  course  over  a  poor  and  ezoeed* 
ing^  light  soiL  The  townslnp  of  Ailsby,  fifteen  anlea  in 
length,  produces  only  a  crop  of  rye  and  Indian  com  in 
three  or  four  years,  and  then  lies  by  for  pasture  tar  a 
length  of  lime. 

The  day  was  stormy,  with  heavy  raina^  and  the  ooadi 
only  a  second-hand  American  one,  with  ^  Western  Mail, 
New  York,  and  Hoboken,''  upon  the  doors;  neidier  was 
k  water-proo^  the  canvass  curtains  hanging  down  in  long 
shxeds,  and  fiappiog  to  and  firo  with  the  wind.  The  horses 
toa  weve  poor  speemens  of  the  Nova  Sootian  steeds,  tkree 
out  of  die  four  being  lame^  the  ooadunan  however  was 
perhaps  one  shade  more  professonal  in  his  iqppearanee 
than  those  in  the  States.  I  attempted  to  kiA  time  by 
Heading  Bulwer^s  Eugene  Aram^  but  was  inceasanlily  inlsr- 
rupted,  when  devouring  one  of  the  most  interesting  ehap- 
ters,  by  a  prosing  little  woman  ei^ty  years  of  age^  wilii 
snow-white  hair,  rosy  chedcs,  bri^t  Uadc eyes,  andia  set 
of  teedi  which  wottld  not  haTe  disgraced  »  Brahmin.  Sbe 
was  the  very  picture  of  good  haahja,  but:  most  unfoctu- 
nataly  my  neighbour,  and  appaieatlf  took  a  ^Beat  fonoy  to 
me,  as.  the  full  benefit  of  her  ooUoquial  powers  was  be- 
stowed iq>on  me  in  some  such  intecesting  conversalion  as 
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Aye,  these  barrens  are  very  dreary,  but  you  will  soon 
come  to  the  settlement : — ^now  there's  a  pretty  mtervals — 
this  is  a  poor  territory." 

Near  the  village  of  Ailsby  we  passed  in  sight  of  Cler- 
mont, the  pretty  country  residence  of  the  Bishop  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  a  few  miles  fiurther  entered  the  Cariboo  Swamps. 
It  is  the  source  of  two  rivers,  the  Annapolis  and  Com- 
wallis,  which  rise  within  a  few  paces  of  each  other  by  the 
road-side,  and  flow  to  the  oeean  in  opposite  directions,  one 
emptying  itself  into  the  Basin  of  Minas  and  the  other  into 
the  Basin  of  Digby.  It  was  formerly  a  &vourite  hunting 
ground  of  the  Indians,  but  few  of  the  ammftly  firom  which 
its  name  is  derived  are  now  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
country. 

Every  one  forms  some  ideas  of  a  place  befiMre  he  visits 
it,  and  mine  were  fuUy  realized  throughout  this  da/s  jour- 
ney. After  leaving  the  swamp  we  entered  dense  forests  of 
pine,  unvaried  by  a  solitary  habitation  for  many  nules,  and 
the  few  smaU  clearings  were  plentifully  covered  with  Nova 
SootisdDi  aheQp»  alias  large  hkck  stones;  but  at  KentviU^ 
where  we  passed  the  nig^t,  the  country  assumed  a  more 
fertile  appearance,  and  our  road  continued  within  sight  of 
the  large  prairie  asid  rich  dikes  of  Comwallis  and  Horton.  A 
long  range  of  hills,  from  1000  to  1200  feet  in  height,  com- 
meiice  just  beyond  the  village  of  Gaq[>ereaux,  which  derives 
its  name  from  a  poor  description  of  herring  which  run  up 
a  small  stream  in  shoals  daring  the  spring,  and  are  caught 
in  such  vast  <piantaties  that  the  fishermen  frequently  allow 
the  poor  people  to  take  them  away  gratis.  They  abo 
ferm  a  considerable  article  of  trade  with  the  West  Indiaa 
islands.  The  rivulet  winds  up  rather  a  pretty*  and  fertile 
valley^  twelve  nules  in  length,  between  the  village  and  the 
mountains,  and  has  its  source  from  a  lake  at  the  head. 
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The  view  of  Cape  Blomidon^  or  Mow-me-down  (as  it  is 
now  significantly  called,  from  the  heavy  gusts  of  wind 
which  prevail  off  its  bloff  point),  with  the  Basin  of  Minas 
and  the  opposite  riioxe,  is  a  fine  and  extensive  one  when 
taken  firom  the  high  part  of  the  Horton  Mountains  over 
which  the  road  passes.  For  the  first  time  in  America,  I 
saw  a  drag-chain  used  in  their  descent,  but  the  road  was 
excellent;  and  diough  closely  packed  with  eight  people 
inside,  and  only  two  seats,  we  travelled  the  ten  miles  in  an 
hour  and  ten  minutes. 

Making  a  circuitous  route  of  six  miles  in  twenty,  we 
crossed  die  Avon,  about  180  yards  wide,  and  arrived  at 
Windsor  to  breakfast*  If  a  biic^  were  constmoted  across 
the  river  at  this  town  many  miles  of  momitainoms  coimtry 
would  be  avoided.  We  were  informed  that  one  was  in 
meditation  some  years  since,  and  that  the  abutments  of  it 
were  actually  commenced,  but  the  work  was  abaniibiwd 
for  some  unknown  reason.  A  long  wooden  pile  of  build- 
ing, with  a  flat  roof,  occupies  an  emmence  ohe  mile  from 
the  town,  with  twenty-five  windows  in  each  stoiy,  which, 
consequently,  might  be  reasonably  supposed  to  be  a  ootton 
mill ;  but,  not  being  in  the  vicinity  of  any  water,  I  came  Co 
the  conclusion  diat  it  was  a  barrack :  my  loquadous  neigh- 
bour however  set  me  to  rights  by  informing  me  dial  iC  was 
the  college.  It  certainly  exhibits  a  strange  architsetuiml 
taste,  tliough  quite  a  modem  building,  the  institution  hav- 
ing been  founded  only  thirty  years.  At  this  time  Aete 
were  twenty-one  students,  who  are  eligible  at  the  early  age 
of  fourteen,  on  account  of  young  men  entering  upon  busi- 
ness so  early  in  life.  They  are  required  to  wear  the  esp 
and  gown,  but  little  attention  appears  to  be  paid  in  this 
respect  to  the  rules  of  die  college.  I  saw  some  very  un- 
academically-dressed  young  men  in  green  shooting  jackets. 
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Standing  at  the  hotel  door,  smoking  cigars  and  surveying 
each  passeiu^r  as  he  stepped  out  of  the  coach.  The  only 
nuurk  of  scholastic  garb  they  wore  was  the  square  cap  and 
tassel;  and  one  of  them  crossed  the  street  with  his  gown 
folded  up  and  carried  under  one  arm  and  a  large  stick 
under  the  other.  The  qualifications  of  the  president  are^ 
that  he  must  have  taken  a  degree  either  of  M.A.  or 
Bachelor  in  Civil  Law  at  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  Dublin. 
There  are  twelve  divinity  soholarsfaips  attadied  to  the 
college  by  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Fo- 
reign Puts,  each -scholar  enjoying  30/.  per  annum  for 
seven  years.  The  object  being  that  people  may  be  in- 
duced to  educate  their  children  for  the  ministry  of  the 
Church  of  England,  there  are  also  four  scholarships  of  20/. 
tenable  only  for  four  years.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  upon 
which  the  collie  is  erected  is  a  large  substantial  stone 
building,  used  as  a  preparatory  academy.  It  was  built  at 
an  e3q[>ense  of  6000/.,  and  has  also  twelve  divinity  scholar- 
ships of  30/.  attained  to  it,  which  are  held  either  far  seven 
years  or  until  oiateiculalaon)  and,  as  well  as  those  at  the 
odiege,  are  nosmnatcd  by  the  bishop  and  appoin'ted  bythe 
society* 

Windsov^  equally  witii  every  Nova  Scotiaii  town  whidi. 
I  mited,  impressed  me  fwvouraUy  with  t^e  province.^ 
Hw  streets  are  dean,  and  the  houses  have  a  respectable* 
and  pleasing  afqpeannoe^  superior  to  the  Canadian  TJHages* 
The  town  is  siiinated  upon  the  nungin  pf  the  Avon,  wheie 
it  is  1 100  feet  broad,  and  is  the  great  port  for  the  exporta^ 
tion  of  gypsum^  of  whidi  nearly  1001,000  tons  are  earned 
amnuaUy  to  the  United  States  for  the  purposes  of  £sHnning;> 
•but  it  is  very  little  used  in  the  province  as  a  manure^  either 
not  suiting  the  soil,  or  being  improperly  applied.  The. 
whole  face  of  the  surrounding  country  is  soarred  with 
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quarries,  and  the  lofty  banks  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  a  few 
miles  distant,  are  composed  of  the  same  mineral,  and  are 
nearly  as  white  as  the  cMs  of  Dover.  It  does  not  lie  in 
a  compact  body,  but  is  intermixed  with  red  and  blue  day. 
After  exportation,  it  is  ground  fibie  in  a  mill  and  scattered 
over  the  land  by  the  hand  in  about  the  proportion  of  five 
bushels  to  the  acre,  answering  well  upon  a  dry  sandy  soil, 
and  showing  a  dark  mark  upon  the  grass,  which  springs 
up  in  the  parts  where  it  has  been  scattered.  It  is  also 
said  to  prevent  that  bane  of  the  farmer,  the  rust  in  die 
wheat,  which  are  supposed  to  be  occasioned  by  the  thick 
fogs  of  Nova  Scotia.  When  we  arrived  at  Windsor  and 
walked  to  the  piers,  where  the  vessels  were  loading  wiA 
gypsu^^  the  bed  of  the  river  had  a  most  singular  appear^ 
ance.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  only  a  iidfk  bed  of 
ydlow  mud  was  visible,  and  the  keels  of  tiie  vessels  were 
40  feet  above  the  level  of  a  smaQ  fresh-water  hrook,  which 
flowed  in  a  narrow  guUy  through  it.  The  height  ol  the 
tide  increases  in  an  unaccountable  maniMr  as  it  approadies 
the  N.  £.  along  the  whole  coast  of  Nort^  America.  At 
New  Tcurk  common  flood  does  not  average  more  tiian  5  or 
6  feet ;  at  St.  John's  it  is  from  20  to  25,  at  Windsor  about 
35,  and,  increasing  in  rapidity  as  the  basm  becomes  nar- 
rower, it  rises  near  Fort  Cumberland  and  Truro  to  the 
astonishing  height  of  75  feet  in  A»  spring  tides.  The  cap- 
tain of  a  vessel  assured  me  that  he  had  cast  andior  in 
twelve  fiithoms'  water  in  Chigneoto  Basin,  and  had  walked 
round  his  craft  at  low  ebb. 

The  crops  throughout  our  journey  appeared  in  a  moat 
dqplorable  state;  in  many  parts  they  w6re  yet  green, 
though  it  was  now  the  26th  of  September,  and  some  were . 
entirely  destroyed  by  the  frost,  whk^  had  been  capricious 
in  the  extreme :  one  field  was  probably  quite  destroyed,  and 
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the  farmer  at  work  cutting  it  for  winter  fodder,  while  the 
next  was  yet  m  a  flotuishing  state.    Owing  to  the  lateness 
of  the  spring,  and  the  early  September  £rosts,  it  seemed 
probaUe  that  ihe  fanner's  yearly  labours  wonld  receive 
but  a  poor  retom.    Winter  wheat  b  not  sown  in  conse- 
qoenoe-  of  being  liable  to  be  thrown  out  of  the  ground  at 
spring  by  the  effects  of  the  severe  fixwts  in  winter,  and 
spring  wheat  is  raised  with  difficulty  in  some  parts  of  the 
province.    The  crops  m  good  upland  vary  from  16  to  25 
busheb.*    The  other  grains,  however,  grow  well,  oats 
yielding  25,  rye  16,  and  bailey  20  bushels.    Indian  com 
produces  from  25  to  SO  bushels,  but  it  requires  long  heat, 
and  the  dimito  of  Nova  Sootia  is  too  treacherous  to  be 
trusted  long  with  impunity ;  this  year  I  do  not  reooUect 
sedng  above  two  crops  which  promised  to  repay  the 
fiurmer*    The  land  is  admirably  calculated  ior  potatoes,  an 
average  produoe  bexng  200  bushds  per  acre;  and  the  ro- 
tation of  crops,  after  breaking  up  the  ^reen  sward,  is  to 
oemmenoe  with  oais,  followed  by  potidx)es  the  second  and 
wheat  the  third  year,  when  again  potatoes,  then  wheat, 
aooraipanied  by  elover  and  Timothy  seed.    Few  farms  are 
divided  into  fields  which  receive  a  prescribed  treatment  in 
turn,  but  remain  in  grass  until  the  failure  of  the  crops  i»- 
dioates  the  necessity  of  change;  wheat  and  oats  are  gene- 
laHy  sanm  in  Aprils  Indian  oom  between  lOth  of  May  and 
fith  of  June,  baidey  and  buck*wheat  Ist  of  June,  and 
tumips  lOth  of  July.    Mowing  usually  commences  the 
kst  week  of  July,  and  reeling  Hm  same  tame  in  August, 
but  this  season  the  hay  was  not  stadosd  as  late  as  the  9th 
of  October.    The  following  return  was  made  a  few  years 
•  since  under  auiihority  of  the  local  govenunent :  Quantity  of 
land  in  Nova^Bcotia,  ezdnsive  of  Cape  Breton,  9,994,880 

*  IbDitarUm't  History  of  Nov«  Scotia. 
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acres,  of  these  6,1 19,939  have  been  granted,  but  1,781,292 
have   been   escheated,    leaving   at   the   disposal  of  the 
crown   5,656,233   acres.     Of  the  above   quantity  three 
parts  is  prime  land,   foizr  ditto  good,  three  inferior,  and 
two  incapable  of  cultivation :  this  is  exclusive  of  lakes  and 
land  covered  with  water.     The  horned  cattle  are  well 
shaped ;  but  the  horses,  though  hardy,  are  of  a  mixed  Ca- 
niulian,  American,  and  English  breed,  and  have  fidlen  off 
of  late  years.    When  the  Duke  of  Kent  was  governor  of 
the  province  he  used  his  utmost  endeavours,  by  the  im- 
portation of  several  Arab  horses,  to  introduce  a  good 
breed,  and  partly  succeeded;  but  since  then  the  best 
horses  have  been  drained  off  by  purchasers  from  the 
States*    New  Brunswick  produces  a  superior  breed  in 
swiftness  and  beauty.    A  celebrated  horse  in  that  pro- 
vince, some  few  years  since,  took  a  sleigh  upon  the  ice 
from  St.  John's  to  Fredericton,  a  distance  of  7^  miles,  in 
six  hours  and  a  half.    A  useful  pony,  rivalling  the  Shet-. 
land  in  diminutiveness,  and  varying  from  5L  to  7'*  in  price, 
is  in  common  use  amongst  the  young  people  of  Nova 
Scotia.    It  is  imported  from  Sable   Island,   an   almost 
barren  sand,  35  leagues  from  the  coast,  upon  which  a  few 
ponies  of  a  larger  breed  were  landed  many  years  since  as 
food  for  shipwrecked  seamen,  but,  their  numbers  increas- 
ing too  rapidly  for  the  extent  of  herbage,  many  have  been 
withdrawn,  and  a  humane  establishment  has  been  insti- 
tuted there  at  an  expense  of  800/.  per  annum.    From  the 
same  return  which  is  quoted  above  it  appears  that  the 
cultivated  land  in  Nova  Scotia  amounts  only  to  1,292,009 
acres,  though  the  first  crop  afiter  clearing  the  ground  al- 
ways repays  all  expenses  of  labour  and  purchasing  seed, 
the  expense  of  felling  and  clearing  away  the  wood  being 
from  25  to  30  shillings  per  acre;  for  cutting,  heaping. 
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burning  and,  fencing,  3/.  I  obsenred  that  here,  as  in  the 
States,  the  sickle  was  but  little  used,  the  cradle  scythe 
doing  its  work  more  expeditiously. 

We  changed  our  coach  at  Windsor  for  one  of  ku^er  di« 
mensions,  and,  the  Halifax  races  commencing  the  following 
day,  we  had  an  addition  to  our  party  of  half  a  dozen  lawyers 
and  attome]^  returning  from  the  circuit  to  enjoy  the  gaiety 
of  the  capital.  My  prosing  old  torment  contrived  to  place 
herself  beside  me  again,  and,  after  congratulating  me  upon 
the  vicinity  we  had  preserved,  she  transferred  her  httle 
grand-daughter  from  the  centre  seat,  where  her  bonnet  was 
crushed  into  every  possible  shape  but  the  one  the  maker  did 
intend,  to  a  place  upon  my  knee.  What  with  the  child,  the 
old  dame's  vexatious  garrulity,  and  fift^n  inside  passengers 
upon  a  hot  day,  I  was  almost  worked  into  a  fever,  and  was 
therefore  happy  to  escape  when  we  stopped  to  change 
horses^  and  walk  up  the  Ardoise  Mountain.  This  moun- 
tain derives  its  name  from  the  slate  with  which  it  abounds, 
and  which  appears  upon  the  surface  in  every  direction, 
but  the  monopoly  of  Messrs.  Rundell  and  Bridge  laid  an 
injunction  on  a  quarry  which  was  opened  a  few  years  since. 
The  circumstance  rather  reminds  one  of  the  fable  of  the 
dog  in  the  manger ;  for  the  material  would  be  in  great  de- 
mand for  building,  and  soon  supersede  the  combustible 
shingles  which  at  this  time  are  in  general  use.  The  road 
continues  over  high  ground,  after  gaining  the  summit, 
passing  between  many  lagoons  varying  in  size  from  20  to 
40  acres,  which  afford  excellent  trout  fishing,  and  have 
some  good  land  near  them.  One  farm  especially,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  Collector  of  Customs  at  Halifax, 
was  quite  a  treat  to  a  traveller  who  had  been  so  long  ac- 
customed to  see  nothing  but  a  most  slovenly  system  of 
agriculture.     It  displayed  much  better  management  than 

2   D 


102  A  subaltern's  furlough. 

that  of  his  near  neighbour,  Mr.  Uniacke,  late  Attorney 
Greneral,  whose  farm  and  house  were  erected  upon  such  a 
barren  spot,  and  so  much  money  had  been  expended  upon 
the  estate,  that,  to  use  a  fellow-passenger's  expression,  "  for 
every  stone  he  had  picked  up  he  had  laid  down  a  dollar." 
Each  house  is  prettily  situated  near  a  small  lake,  with  un- 
dulating and  well-cleared  grounds,  laid  out  in  gardens 
and  with  quickset  hedges ;  they  had  also  planted  several 
hundreds  of  English  oaks  in  the  hedge-rows,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  thriving  tolerably.  The  same  feUow-pas- 
senger  related  the  following  anecdote  to  us,  respecting  this 
improductive  fiurm.  The  original  proprietor  was  taken 
prisoner  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  maixdied 
under  suspicion  of  being  a  spy  to  Halifiix,  fifom  the  op- 
posite extremity  of  the  Province.  On  his  route  to  the 
capital,  he  requested  permission  of  the  escort  to  rest  him- 
self for  a  few  minutes  upon  a  stone  by  the  road-side 
(which,  in  corroboration  of  the  veracity  of  the  story, 
was  pointed  out  to  us),  and,  while  sitting  upon  it,  he 
said  that  if  ever  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  acquire  his 
Uberty,  and  gain  an  independent  fortune,  he  wouM  pur- 
chase the  land  upon  which  it  lay.  In  process  of  time  his 
anticipations  were  realized,  and,  purchasing  5000  acres  of 
that  rocky  country,  he  expended  nearly  25,000/.  upon 
them.  He  was  spoken  highly  of  as  being  a  charitable 
man,  and  living  employ  to  numerous  workmen.  The 
house  now  bids  fair  for  becoming  a  mass  of  ruins,  the 
present  possessor  not  admiring  so  unsociable  and  desolate 
a  place. 

A  deep  dell  was  shown  to  me  by  the  road  side  as  being 
considered  very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  valley  in 
which  Napoleon  was  buried  at  St.  Helena.  ^'  Very  Uke  a 
whale,"  said  I.    There  was  certainly  a  valley,  but  there 
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the  likeness  ended;  a  rapid  rivulet  rushed  through  the 
bottom  of  it,  but  the  water  was  searcdy  visible  through 
the  stunted  underwood  which  clothed  the  sides  of  the 
ravine.  The  adjoining  clearings  produced  a  crop  of  oats, 
above  which  the  innumerable  stumps  appeared  thick  and 
(ax>wded  as  men  upon  a  chess-board,  and  a  few  miserable 
wooden  shantys  completed  the  scene.  The  observation, 
however,  produced  an  animated  conversation,  the  fourteen 
insides  giving  their  opinions  upon  the  ci-devant  emperor's 
character  at  one  time,  and  forming  a  Dutch  concert  in  all 
the  various  modulations  of  voice,  from  high  tenor  to  a  deep 
base.  The  attack  was  commenced  upon  me  by  my  old 
plague  as  follows :  ^^  My  heart  always  swells  when  I  hear 
Boney's  name  mentioned ;  and  I  think  he  died  o£  grief — 
for  you  know  you  feel  your  heart  swell  when  you  are 
sorry  for  any  thing,  and  his  heart  was  very  large  when  he 
died — I  somehow  think  he  died  of  pining."  I  was  troubled 
at  this  moment  with  a  most  violent  cough.  ^^  I  think  he 
died  of  taking  snufF,"  said  an  elderly  man,  suiting  the 
action  to  the  word.  ^^  And  that  gave  him  a  cancer  on  his 
liver,  I  suppose,"  observed  a  third.  Being  thus  happily 
relieved  from  an  answer,  I  left  the  worthy  trio,  assisted 
by  the  frdl  chorus  of  eleven,  to  battle  it  out  by  them- 
selves. 

There  certainly  ought  not  to  be  any  apology  required 
for  a  man  committing  suicide  in  the  twenty  miles  after 
passing  the  Ardoise  Mountain,  nor  any  fog  necessary  to 
disgust  him  with  life  if  compelled  to  take  up  his  {dsode  in 
such  a  country.  A  new  line  of  road  had  been  laid  out 
some  two  or  three  years  previously,  and,  nothing  being 
expended  upon  the  repairs  of  the  old  one,  we  had  to  jolt 
about  most  unmercifully  over  huge  rocks  and  deep  water- 
courses.    It  was  well,  indeed,  that  we  were  packed  so 
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dose,  and  had  not  mach  space  for  pitching  to  and  fro. 
Our  road  lay  through  the  leafless  forest,  which  was  con- 
sumed in  the  summer  of  1825,  at  the  same  time  as  the 
awful  fire  at  Miramichi  in  New  Brunswick,  which  spread 
over  six  thousand  square  miles,  destroying  towns,  human 
beings,  wild  beasts,  and  even  the  natives  of  the  streams 
in  its  devouring  course.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  desolate 
appearance  of  the  country  over  which  it  swept ;  the  trees 
either  yet  remain,  hardened  by  the  fire,  in  their  natural 
position,  and  casting  a  wintry  gloom  over  the  few  green 
shrubs  which  are  creeping  up  again  at  intervals  beneath 
them,  or  have  been  consumed  by  internal  fire,  leaving  only 
a  mere  shell  or  skeleton.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  in  most 
instances  where  the  forest  has  been  consumed  by  fire  a 
different  growth  of  wood  springs  up  fifom  Ihat  which  the 
ground  formerly  produced;  thus  a  hard  timber  is  fre- 
quently succeeded  by  a  soft  one,  and  maple  or  birch  shoot 
out  from  amongst  the  roots  of  the  pine.  The  quality  of  the 
soil  is  nevertheless  generally  known  by  the  growth  of  the 
timber ;  black  and  yellow  birch,  with  elm,  ash,  hemlock, 
or  maple,  are  certain  indications  of  a  rich  soil.  A  small 
growth  of  white  birch  denotes  a  thin  cold  soil,  and  pine  a 
dry  sandy  ground :  though  this  rule  does  not  always  hold 
good,  as  strips  of  pine  are  frequently  found  in  the  best 
land. 

Night  had  set  in  by  the  time  we  had  arrived  within  ten 
miles  of  Halifax,  and  I,  allowing  my  head  to  sink  down 
upon  my  breast,  breathed  hard,  and  affected  sleep,  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  the  old  lady  who  was  by  fiur  a  greater 
plague  to  me  than  ever  the  old  man  of  the  sea  was  to 
Sinbad  the  sailor.  But  all  this  ruse  de  guerre  was  of  no 
avail :  ^^  I  am  sure  you  will  never  wish  to  travel  with  such 
an  old  woman  again,''  said  she ;  ^^  most  sincerely  shall  I 
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pray  for  it,'*  groaned  I ;  and  my  evil  genius  persevered  in 
describing  the  Bedford  Basin  upon  whose  margin  we  were 
now  travelling,  and  related  ^^  how  the  French  admiral  and 
fleet  scutded  themselves  and  went  down  with  colours 
flying  in  the  presence  of  the  English,  sooner  than  surren- 
der," and  how  the  mast  of  the  admiral's  ship  was  yet 
visible  above  low  water  on  a  calm  day.  I  was  mute,  but 
ever  and  anon  peered  out,  and  squinted  through  one  eye  to 
the  right  and  left,  in  hopes  of  seeing  the  long-wished-for 
city;  but  there  was  only  the  white  light  water  of  the  basin 
below,  or  the  dark  outline  of  houses  at  intervals  on  the 
right,  with  the  roaring  stream  of  the  Sackville,  as  it  de- 
scended over  its  rocky  bed  from  the  chain  of  lakes  we  had 
passed  during  the  day.  I  almost  shouted  with  joy  when 
the  exclamation  of  ''there  is  the  dty-dell"  (citadel)  broke 
from  her,  and  we  entered  the  streets  just  as  the  vivid  flash 
of  the  heavy  gun  from  the  ramparts,  and  the  numerous 
bugles  and  drums  of  the  garrison,  announced  that  it  was 
eight  o'clock. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


And  bad  the  nimblest  racer  seize  the  prize. 

Pors. 

I  sometime  lay  here  in  Corioli, 
.  he  used  me  kindly. 

SharsPeabe. 

Vain  transitory  splendour !  could  not  all 
Reprieve  the  tott'ring  mansion  from  its  fall  ? 
Obscure  it  sinks. 

GOLDSWITH. 


I  HAVE  seldom  witnessed  a  livelier  scene  than  the  Halifax 
raoe-course  presented  on  the  27th  of  September.  The  day 
was  remarkably  favourable;  not  even  a  passing  doud  ap- 
peared to  plead  an  excuse  for  not  forming  part  of  the 
show.  By  mid-day  the  city  had  poured  forth  all  its  in- 
habitants, both  horse  and  foot,  who  were  either  grouped 
upon  the  ramparts  or  brow  of  the  citadel  hill,  or  listening 
to  the  military  bands  who  played  between  the  heats  on  the 
plain  below.  The  scene  was  rendered  more  enlivening  by 
the  numerous  gay  uniforms  of  the  rifle  brigade,  8th  and 
96th  regiments,  which,  with  detachments  of  artillery  and 
engineers,  composed  the  garrison.  The  races  had  been 
set  on  foot  by  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  upon  the 
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station,  many  of  whom  carried  off  the  palm  of  victory  in 
competition  with  professional  jockeys.  They  were  more 
suitably  equipped  too  for  running  a  race,  according  to  an 
Englishman's  notions  of  dress,  than  the  provincialists, 
who  cut  rather  an  outrS  appearance  riding  in  their  shoes 
and  loose  trowsers.  Many  of  the  races  were  well  con- 
tested, and  the  sports  were  kept  up  with  great  spirit  for 
three  days.  A  captain  and  subaltern  became  ^eld  officers 
on  the  course,  owing  to  the  treachery  of  the  ground  which 
gave  way  under  the  horses  when  they  were  making  nearly 
their  last  spring  to  gain  the  winning-post.  A  midshipman 
merited  by  his  perseverance  what  he  could  not  gain  by  the 
fleetness  of  his  steed,  as  he  ran  for  almost  every  stake,  from 
the  cup  down  to  the  saddle  and  bridle.  The  grand  stand 
consisted  of  a  few  pine  boards  loosely  tacked  together, 
and  was  altogether  a  most  frail  and  tottering  erection,  and 
prior  to  trusting  one's  life  in  it,  it  would  have  been  a 
matter  of  prudence  to  have  insured  it.  We  had  one  or 
two  false  alarms  of  ^^  coming  down,"  from  boys  scrambhng 
upon  the  roof,  or  gentlemen  of  heavy  weight  venturing 
upon  the  floor ;  but,  the  generality  of  the  ladies  preferring 
to  witneM  the  raoes  from  their  own  carriages,  the  show 
upon  the  stand  was  limited  to  about  a  dozen  or  eighteen 
people.  All  booths  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  were 
prohibited  near  the  course,  but  the  law  was  evaded  by  the 
proprietors  of  contiguous  fields  letting  them  for  the  erec- 
tion of  tents,  which  proved  of  some  service  in  attracting 
all  those  who  had  an  inclination  to  be  disorderly  away 
from  the  peaceable  portion  of  the  assemblage. 

We  dined  at  the  public  ordinary  the  same  afternoon, 
held  in  the  Mason's  Hall,  a  room  of  noble  dimensions, 
but  rendered  gloomy  by  the  ceiling  being  painted  in  most 
deplorable  taste  of  a  deep  black  colour,  varied  here  and 
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there  with  a  streak  of  white,  a  compass,  a  rule,  an  eye,  and 
other  strange  devices  of  the  craft.  I  could  compare  the 
general  effect  only  to  that  of  a  storm  about  to  burst  over 
the  heads  of  the  company,  and  it  certainly  much  marred 
the  beauty  of  the  ladies  who  attended  the  ball  in  the  same 
room  the  following  evening.  The  cup,  which  had  been 
made  at  New  York,  was  produced  after  the  cloth  was  re- 
moved for  presentation  to  the  winner,  a  citizen,  and  I 
believe  the  only  one  who  entered  a  horse  for  the  races. 

The  peninsula  upon  which  Halifax  stands  is  formed  by 
the  harbour,  called  Chebucto,  and  the  north-west  arm, 
which  branches  off  at  Point  Pleasant,  three  miles  below 
the  city  (the  entrance  being  gdarded  by  redoubts  and  Mar- 
tello  towers),  and  runs  almost  parallel  to  the  harbour, 
approaching  within  a  mile  of  Bedford  Basin.  Melville 
Island,  where  the  American  prisoners  of  war  were  confined, 
is  situated  under  tiie  rocky  and  lofty  wooded  bank  a  short 
distance  firom  the  entrance,  but  only  a  few  old  houses  and 
a  mill  now  remain  upon  it.  The  harbour  is  about  16  miles 
in  length,  and  firom  li  to  2  in  breadth,  terminating  in 
Bedford  Basin,  which  would  alone  fiimish  a  safe  anchorage 
for  the  whole  British  navy,  the  entrance  to  it  not  exceed- 
ing 800  yards  in  width,  when  it  expands  to  a  noble  sheet 
six  miles  by  four.  The  approach  firom  the  sea  is  well  pro- 
tected by  the  fortifications  at  York  Point,  some  miles  below 
the  city,  and  George's  Island  opposite  the  lowest  extremity 
of  it.  M'Nabb^s  Island  of  1100  acres,  purchased  a  few 
years  since  for  1000/.,  protects  the  shipping  firom  the 
fiiry  of  the  Atlantic.  The  peninsuk  rises  rather  abruptly 
firom  the  water,  the  streets  being  laid  out  parallel  with  the 
harbour  firom  north  to  south ;  but  they  are  much  confined 
by  the  citadel  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  the  crown 
reserves  around  it.    The  city  is  consequently  much  com* 
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pressed  in  width,  and  occupies  only  a  narrow  strip  of  land, 
being  about  two  miles  and  a  half  in  length  by  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  in  width,  and  all  the  cross  streets  are  inconve- 
niently steep,  but  the  corporation  were  as  actively  em* 
ployed  as  at  St.  John's  in  levelling  and  making  them  more 
commodious.  The  buildings  are  nearly  all  of  wood,  there 
not  being  more  than  150  stone  houses  out  of  1600*  At 
the  last  census,  in  1828,  the  population  was  14,439  souls, 
the  increase  since  the  peace  being  but  trijQing.  During 
the  war  it  was  the  great  British  naval  depdt  of  North 
America,  and  the  dock-yard  establishment  gave  life  and 
employ  to  the  city;  but  a  few  years  since  a  great  portion 
of  it  was  transferred  to  the  Bermudas,  as  being  central 
between  the  North  American  colonies  and  the  West  In- 
dies, and  the  harbour  not  being  liable  to  be  closed  by  the 
ice  during  the  winter  months.  There  are  great  objections, 
however,  to  Bermuda,  on  the  score  of  the  climate,  which 
destroys  more  naval  stores  in  one  year  than  Halifax  would 
in  half  a  dozen.  The  admiral  and  commissioner  divide 
their  time  of  residence  equally  between  the  two  stations, 
and  were  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  Bermuda  when  we 
quitted  Halifax. 

The  citadel,  which  is  rabed  upon  an  old  fort  of  smaller 
dimensions,  will  not  be  completed  for  some  years;  the 
work  is  carried  on  chiefly  by  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison, 
who  receive  9d,  per  diem  extra  while  employed  during  the 
summer  months.  The  position  is  a  commanding  one,  and 
a  fine  prospect  is  afforded  from  the  ramparts.  The  bar- 
racks at  present  occupied  by  the  troops  are  of  wood,  with 
very  littie  to  recommend  them,  except  some  fine  mess- 
rooms,  and  a  library  instituted  by  Lord  Dalhousie,  when 
Governor  of  the  province.  A  fire  would  prove  of  infinite 
service  towards  beautifying  the  city,  by  destroying  both 
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them  and  a  great  proportion  of  the  private  dwelling- 
houses.    Those  even  which  are  built  of  substantial  mate- 
rials are  principally  of  the  shaley  iron-stone  rock  of  which 
the  peninsula  is  formed^  and  which  contains  such  a  quan- 
tity of  the  ore  that  it  oozes  out  in  long  streaks  down  the 
walls,  and  gives  them  a  most  lugubrious  and  prison-Hke 
appearance.     Some  of  the-  public  edifices  are  of  a  hand- 
some freestone,  and  the  ProTince  Building,  as  it  is  called, 
situated  in  an  open  square,  surrounded  by  an  iron  railing, 
and  the  interior  prettily  planted  with  locust-trees,  would 
not  disgrace  the  capital  of  Great  Britain.     It  contains 
rooms  for  the  Council,  House  of  Assembly,  and  all  the 
provincial  offices.     Its  external  dimensions  are  140  feet  in 
length,  70  in  width,  and  42  in  height;  but  the  colonists  do 
not  appear  to  feel  much  pride  about  the  grandeur  of  it, 
and  dieir  approbation  of  it  is  smothered  in  complaints  of 
the  extravagance  of  the  cost.    They  have  another  source 
of  lamentation  in  Dalhousie  C(^ege,  which  occupies  one 
end  of  the  parade,  where  the  guards  mount  daily,  and 
which  was  commenced  in  1820,  but  not  completed  for 
want  of  the  necessary  funds.     It  is,  also,  a  handsome  free- 
stone building,  but  unoccupied.     Part  of  it,  from  humane 
motives,  had  been  fitted  up  by  the  Governor  as  a  cholera 
hospital,  as  well  as  the  levee  room  at  Government  House ; 
but  fortunately  neither  of  them  was  required.    The  latter 
is  situated  near  the  lower  extremity  of  the  town,  but  rather 
too  near  a  burial  ground.    There  are  only  two  chiirches 
of  the  Protestant  episcopal  religion,  St.  Paul's  and  St. 
George's,  the  hitter  a  plain  circular  wooden  edifice,  bearing 
a  close  resemblance  to  the  Coliseum :  besides  these,  the 
Catholics   and  dissenting  sects  liave  six  chapels.     The 
number  of  places  of  public  worship,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  appeared  fieur  less  in  the  British 
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provinces  than  in  the  United  States.  On  the  banks  of 
the  river  St.  John,  the  great  turnpike  of  New  Brunswick^ 
and  along  which  much-  of  the  population  is  scattered,  there 
was  barely  a  church  in  every  30  miles ;  and  though  on  our 
route  to  Hali&x  they  exceeded  in  number  those  in  the 
sister  province,  yet  still  they  were  comparatively  few  to 
those  in  the  States.  The  provincialists  are  exempt  from 
all  tithes,  the  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  being 
supported  by  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  P^ots,  from  which  they  receive  an  annuity  of  about 
200/.  sterling  (nearly  250L  currency).  The  Society  also 
allows  25/.  for  each  new  church,  and  one  was  pointed  out 
to  me  which  had  been  actually  erected  for  that  sum.  In 
addition  to  the  twenty-one  clergymen  thus  paid,  they  have 
also  many  schoolmast^s  and  catechists  in  Nova  Scotia, 
upon  salaries  from  15  to  20  and  30/.  per  annum.  The 
followers  of  the  church  of  Scotiand  are  tiie  most  numerous 
of  the  various  denominations  in  the  province,  there  being 
by  the  last  official  return  37,225 ;  of  England,  28,659 ;  of 
Rome,  20,401 ;  Baptists,  19,790,  and  only  three  Jews, 
who,  as  the  American  saying  is,  are  no  match  for  any  one 
in  Yankee  land,  or  the  countries  north  of  New  York. 

We  attended  the  theatre  one  evening  to  witness  tiie 
performance  of  "  Simpson  and  Co.,"  and  the  "  Poor  Sol- 
dier;'' but  almost  took  alarm  at  the  box-office,  which  was 
in  a  damp  comer  on  the  ground  floor  behind  a  green  cur- 
tain, where  we  received  some  dirty  play  bills,  not  broader 
than  the  riband  of  a  lady's  bonnet.  The  interior  of  the 
house  well  corresponded  with  it.  We  managed  to  obtain 
seats  in  the  front  box,  from  which  an  active  man  might 
have  almost  leiqped  over  the  people's  heads  in  the  pit  on  to 
the  stage.  Altogether  it  was  much  like  performing  in  a 
sentry-box:  we  were  so  close  to  the  performers,  that  a 
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darkened  eye-brow  or  rouged  cheek  could  be  easily  de- 
tected, and  the  promptor's  voice  was  heard  in  every  sen- 
tence j  yet,  spite  of  these  objections,  the  good  citizens 
were  flattering  themselves  that  Fanny  Kemble  would  ex- 
tend her  engagements  from  the  States  to  the  capital  of 
Nova  Scotia.  The  house  was  very  thinly  attended,  but 
the  heat  was'  so  oppressive  that  in  half  an  hour  we  were 
glad  to  beat  a  retreat  to  our  quarters,  where  I  was  again,  for 
die  second  time  during  my  travels,  confined  to  my  bed  by 
indisposition  for  two  days,  but  was  happily  surrounded  by 
military  friends,  who  soon  set  me  on  horseback  again.  I 
gave  the  band-box  of  a  theatre  the  fuU  credit  of  inducing  if 
not  of  producing  my  indisposition. 

We  enjoyed  many  pleasant  rides  towards  Point  Pleasant, 
and  the  pretty  private  residences  near  the  city,  and  passed 
an  entire  day  in  visiting  Rockingham,  where  Prince's  Lodge, 
formerly  the  Duke  of  Kent's  country  seat,  is  mouldering 
into  dust,  and  in  making  the  circuit  of  Bedford  Basin.  The 
road  winds  prettily  along  the  maigin  of  the  water  through 
a  thick  grove  of  birch  and  forest  trees,  crossing  innumera- 
ble rivulets  which  pour  their  tributary  streams  into  the 
basin  frt)m  the  rocky  and  but  thinly  inhabited  country 
with  which  it  is  surrounded.    The  lodge  is  a  large  wooden 
building  six  miles  from  the  city,  without  any  claims  to 
architectural  beauty,  and,  from  its  numerous  large  sash 
windows,  may  be  likened  to  a  conservatory  or  a  lantern, 
diere  certainly  being  a  greater  proportion  of  glass  than 
timber  in  the  front.  The  grounds  have  been  laid  out  taste* 
frdly,  and  the  situation  is  exceedingly  beautifrd,  overlooking 
the  broad  expanse  of  the  basin,  from  the  edge  of  which  it 
is  about  300  yards.    After  the  Duke's  departure  from  the 
province,  the  property  came  into  the  possession  of  Sir 
John  Wentworth,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  allowed 
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it  to  fall  into  its  present  ruinous  and  forlorn  state.  Not 
a  vestige  of  the  double  tier  of  verandahs  remains ;  the 
balcony  and  parapet  railing  are  han^g  in  the  most  doubt- 
ful suspense ;  and,  when  we  expressed  a  wish  to  see  the 
interior,  the  old  soldier  in  charge  said  that  he  would  not 
insure  us  against  either  vanishing  through  one  of  the  floors 
or  being  buried  under  the  falling  roof.  The  old  guard- 
house has  been  converted  into  the  stables  of  a  comfortable 
inn,  the  scene  of  many  garrison  pic-nics  and  citizens'  Sun- 
day parties. 

We  -continued  our  route  to  the  village  of  Sackville,  at 
the  head  of  the  basin,  three  miles  farther,  where  there  is  a 
small  military  post  for  the  apprehension  of  deserters ;  and 
struck  into  the  forest  by  a  bridle  path,  over  the  same  rough 
and  hilly  country  to  the  village  of  Dartmouth  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the.  harbour.  The  Shubenacadie  Canal,  which 
was  designed  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  Basui  of 
Minas  with  the  harbour,  and  thus  diverting  part  of  the 
trade  of  the  western  towns  of  the  province  from  St.  John's 
in  new  Brunswick,  has  its  commencement  in  rear  of  the 
village.  The  original  estimate  of  the  expense  of  finishing 
the  entire  work  was  75,000/.,  the  canal  being  58  miles  in 
length,  and  60  feet  in  width  at  the  surface,  with  sufficient 
depth  of  water  for  vessels  of  eight  feet  draught.  The  locks 
were  to  be  90  feet  in  lengtii  within  the  chambers,  and  19^ 
feet  m  width,  in  order  that  steam  boats  might  tow  vessels 
of  considerable  burden  from  Halifax  into  the  Bay  of  Fun- 
dy,  and  thus  save  them  the  long  circuit  of  a  dangerous 
coast.  The  legislature  at  the  commencement  made  a 
grant  of  15,000/.,  and  the  heaviest  expenditure  would  be 
upon  the  first  section  of  1200  yards,  at  an  estimate  of 
23,000/.,  the  canal  being  raised  by  seven  locks  into  Dart- 
mouth Lake  at  an  elevation  of  70  feet  above  the  level  of 
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the  sea.    Thence,  with  but  short  exceptions,  it  would  run 
through  a  connected  chain  of  lakes,  into  the  Shubenacadie 
(derived  from  Shuben,  signifying  a  ^'  river,"  in  the  Mic- 
mac  language,  and  Acadie,  the  original  name  of  the  pro- 
vince), which  flows  into  the  Basin  of  Minas,  that  great 
reservoir  of  rivers  (receiving  the  waters  of  not  fewer  than 
eleven  powerful  streams).    Owing  to  an  error  in  judgment 
the  work  has  entirely  failed,  and  the  canal,  now  under 
mortgage  to  Government  for  25,000/.,  is  in  as  forlorn  a 
state  as  the  Prince's  Lodge.   'Instead  of  the  expenditure 
being  entirely  confined  to  the  first  section,  which  would 
have  opened  a  communication  with  the  lakes,  it  was  spread 
out  in  portions  through  the  whole  sections,  not  one  of 
which  was  completed,  the  original  estimate  fiedling  far  short 
of  the  requisite  funds ;  and,  all  attempts  to  increase  the 
stock  proving  firuitless,  the  work  was  had  aside,  and  the 
scheme  is  apparently  abandoned.    The  locks  are  of  fine 
substantial  masonry,  their  bottoms  composed  of  excellent 
inverted  arches ;  but,  many  of  them  being  in  an  unfinished 
state,  the  frost  and  heavy  rains  are  already  committing 
great  havoc.     It  was  stated  that  Colonel  By,  the  engineer 
of  the  Rideau  Canal,  had  lately  surveyed  the  works,  and 
had  given  in  an  estimate  of  7^,000/.  for  the  completion ; 
but  here,  as  in  the  other  British  provinces,  that  same  sad 
want  of  a  spirit  of  enterprise  is  very  apparent ;  and  the 
chances  are  that  the  Shubenacadie  Canal  will  be  in  statu 
quo  a  century  hence. 

We  had  an  opportunity  while  at  Hali&x  of  seeing  some 
of  the  provincial  militia.  They  were  well  equipped  in 
every  respect,  and  appeared  to  take  some  pride  in  making 
a  soldier-like  appearance.  They  had  lately  been  engaged 
in  several  sham  fights  with  the  garrison,  and  the  skirmish- 
ing over  several  miles  of  rough  ground  had  instilled  such 
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a  martial  spirit  into  them,  that;  they  were  parading  volun- 
tarily to  perfect  themselves  in  military  exercise.  The 
province  can  muster  22,000  infantry,  but  no  cavalry  as  in 
New  Brunswick. 

There  is  a  settlement  of  negroes  a  few  miles  from  Hali- 
fax, at   Hammond's   Plains,  the  commencement  of  the 
military  road  laid  out  by  Sir  John  Sherbroke,  in  a  direct 
line  to  Annapolis,  through  the  dense  forest,  which  lessens 
the  intermediate  distance  nearly  one-tlurd.  Any  one  would 
have  imagined  that  the  Government  would  have  taken 
warning  from  the  trouble  and  expense  it  incurred  by  grant- 
ing protection  to  those  who  emigrated  from  the  States 
during  the  Revolution,  1200  of  whom  were  removed  to 
Sierra  Lieone  in  17^2  by  their  own  request.    Again,  when 
GOO  of  the  insurgent  negroes,  the  Maroons  of  Jamaica, 
were  transported  to  Nova  Scotia  in  17^6,  and  received 
every  possible  encouragement  to  become  good  subjects,  by 
being  granted  a  settlement  at  Preston,  and  being  employed 
upon  the  fortifications  at  Halifax,  yet  they  too  soon  be- 
came discontented  with  the  climate,  and,  being  unwilling  to 
earn  a  livelihood  by  labour,  were  removed  in  1800  to  the 
same  colony  as  their  predecessors,  after  costing  the  island 
of  Jamaica  more  than  45,000/.,  and  a  large  additional  sum 
to  the  province.    Notwithstanding  aU  this,  when  the  run- 
away slaves  were  received  on  board  the  fleet  off  the  Ches- 
apeake during  the  late  war,  permission  was  granted  to  them 
to  form  a  settlement  at  Hammond's  Plains,  where  the  same 
system  of  discontent  soon  arose.  Many  of  the  settlers  pro- 
fessing they  should  prefer  their  form^  well-fed  life  of  slavery 
in  a  more  congenial  climate,  and  earnestly  petitioning  to  be 
removed,  were  sent  to  Trinidad  in  1821.     Some  few  of 
those  who  remained  are  good  servants  and  farmers,  dis- 
posing of  the  produce  of  their  lands  at  the  Halifax  market; 
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but  the  majority  are  idle,  roving,  and  dirty,  vagabonds.  In 
1827  the  population  of  Nova  Sootiawas  123,848,  of  which 
number  3000  were  n^oes. 

After  spending  ten  very  agreeable  days,  we  left  Hali&x 
with  r^ret;  the  society  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants 
are  so  thoroughly  English,  from  the  rapid  succession  of 
new  comers  and  the  gaiety  attendant  upon  a  place  possess- 
ing so  large  a  garrison,  that  a  temporary  abode  there  for 
seven  or  eight  years  might  be  comparatively  desirable.  It 
was  now  the  latter  end  of  the  first  week  in  October,  and 
the  frosts  had  taken  very  visible  effect  upon  the  forests, 
which  for  the  first  time  I  began  to  think  most  beautiful. 
The  bright  and  pleasing  tints  of  the  various  trees  exceeded 
any  thing  I  had  ever  seen  or  could  have  imagined.  I  had 
been  rather  disappointed  at  the  first  appearance  of  the 
American  forests,  and  thought  them  rather  insignificant 
than  otherwise ;  for,  with  the  exception  of  the  stately  hem- 
lock, which  I  should  crown  queen  of  the  grove,  they  pro- 
duce no  trees  which  are  to  be  compared  to  the  wide- 
spreading,  graceful  banian  of  Hindostan,  or  the  .gigantic 
teak  and  thingan  of  Pegu.  It  is  in  the  autumnal  months 
only,  when  the  vast  variety  of  vivid  tints  is  brilliant  be- 
yond conception,  that  the  American  forests  can  outvie 
those  in  the  land  of  eternal  sununer.  The  growth  of  all 
the  primeval  forests  through  which  I  passed  in  various 
parts  of  the  continent,  and  on  the  disputed  boundary  of 
New  Brunswick,  which  had  never  been  invaded  by  the 
woodman's  axe,  was  usually  small;  and  nowhere  did  I 
see  trees  which  bore  such  marks  of  antiquity  as  the  oaks 
and  yews  of  England,  where 

"  the  monarch  oak 
Three  centuries  he  grows,  and  three  he  stays 
Supreme  in  state,  and  in  three  more  decays/' 
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Each  tree,  as  it  attains  its  prime,  begins  to  decay,  and, 
soon  dying,  falls  prostrate  to  enrich  the  soil  from  which 
it  sprung,  and  the  whole  surface  of  the  ground  is  thickly 
fiirrrowed  with  the  small  undulations  of  the  decayed 
trunks — the  burial-place  of  their  former  grandeur.  At 
this  season,  however,  it  appeared  as  if  some  painter,  in  a 
freak  of  fancy,  had  dabbed  his  bihish  into  all  the  different 
hues  of  his  colour  box,  and  rubbed  each  on  the  paper 
carelessly  and  thoughtlessly,  yet  without  arrangement  had 
produced  a  most  perfect  picture.  After  the  first  sharp 
frost  the  maple  becomes  of  a  bright  crimson ;  the  birch  a 
dull  and  the  walnut  a  glittering  yellow;  the  sumac  a  deep 
pink  or  damask,  and  more  brilliant  than  the  red  beech :  the 
oak  soon  follows  with  its  brown  and  Indian  red.  The  light 
green  of  the  willows  is  pleasingly  contrasted  with  the  hem- 
lock and  pine,  which,  with  the  evergreens,  retain  their  dark 
foliage ;  and  each  tree  in  succession  assumes  an  appearance 
which  is  entirely  unknown  in  our  Elnglish  groves,  pre- 
senting, 

"  aa  Uie  ranks  ascend 
Shade  above  shade,  a  woody  theatre 
Of  stateliest  view." 

The  hemlock  is  not  a  native  of  the  Nova  Scotian  forests, 
and  there  is  but  little  oak  and  cedar,  which  latter  is  much 
used  in  the  adjoining  province  for  making  trunks,  answer* 
ing  the  same  purpose  as  the  Chinese  camphor-wood  for 
expeUing  vermin  from  linen. 

After  visiting  the  Sherbroke  Fails,  in  a  deep  romantic 
dell,  nearly  exduded  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  upon  the 
pleasing  little  stream  which  runs  through  Kentville,  we 
visited  the  settlement  of  Comwallis,  and,  proceeding  three 
miles  farther,  sent  in  our  cards  to  Mr.  Prescott,  a  gentle- 
man residing  on  the  margin  of  the  Basin  of  Minas,  with  a 

2   £ 
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request  for  permission  to  walk  through  his  gardens.     He 
very  kindly  accompanied  us,   pointing  out  the   various 
exotics  he  had  introduced  into  the  province,  and  which 
were  in  a  most  thriving  state.    Apricots,    grapes,    and 
peaches,  were  ripening  in  the  open  air,  and  had  a  most 
deUcious  flavour,  probably  heightened  by  their  being  die 
first  we  had  tasted  since  leaving  England.    The  privet  and 
quickset  hedges,  with  some  acacias,  as  well  as   various 
Europeui  trees,  were  flourishing  as  if  they  were  indigenous 
to  the  soil,  and  scarcely  any  of  his  numerous  experiments 
in  gardening  had  failed.     His  house,  which  was  situated 
between  Horton  on  the  opposite  -side  of  the  Comwallis 
River  and  the  great  Wellington  Dyke,  had  been  built  on 
what,  twenty  yeieurs  previously,  was  a  comparatively  barren 
flat,  but,  by  mixing  several  thousands  of  loads  of  the  marsh 
soil  with  the  red  sand,  he  had  produced  a  rich  and  excel- 
lent earth.     We  varied  our  road  on  our  return  to  Kent- 
ville  by  visiting  the  Wellington  Dyke,  which  was  thrown 
up  a  few  years  since  at  an  expense  of  20,000/.,  and  re- 
claimed 600  acres  from  the  Basin  of  Minas.   This  fine  arm 
of  the  sea  is  so  discoloured  by  mud,  from  the  furious  vio- 
lence of  the  tides,  that  the  marsh  continues  increasing  firom 
the  great  deposits,  and  enclosures  are  made  whenever  a 
sufficient  quantity  will  repay  the  vast  expense  consequent 
upon  an  embankment.  These  enclosures  were  made  so  hr 
back  as  the  French  era,  and  previously  to  their  expulsion 
firom  their  rich  farms,  and    transportation  to  the   back 
settlements  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  under  the  pre- 
text of  their  exciting  the  Indians  to  acts  of  hostility  against 
the  English  and  refiising  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
The  dykes,  which  require  fi^quent  repairs,  had  been  much 
damaged  by  the  inroads  of  the  sea  between  the  intermediate 
time  of  the  expulsion  of  the  rightful  owners  and  the  setde- 


A  subaltern's  furlough.        419 

ment  of  that  part  of  the  province  by  people  irom  the  State 
of  Connecticut.  Previous  to  the  war  of  1756,  the  Aca- 
dians  exported  wheat  to  Boston,  but  the  dyked  lands  ap- 
peared more  in  use  for  hay  and  grazing  at  the  period  when 
we  visited  them.  The  Wellington  has  produced  as  much  as 
fifty  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  and  is  rich  enough  to 
bear  cropping  for  a  century  without  manuring.  But  the 
dyked  lands  of  Windsor,  consisting  of  2544  acres,  are  con- 
sidered the  most  productive  in  the  province.  Horton, 
also,   contains  about  4000  acres  of  an  excellent  quality. 

Assessments,  proportioned  to  the  expense  of  keeping  the 

• 

embankments  in  repair,  are  made  annually  on  the  occu- 
piers; at  the  Grand  Prairie,  where  there  are  more  than 
2000  acres,  it  amounts  to  about  1«.  6d.  per  acre,  but  in 
more  exposed  situations  it  is  somewhat  higher.  All  the 
rivers  flowing  into  the  basin  furnish  a  vast  quantity  of  this 
fertile  land ;  the  Canar  afibrds  2000  acres,  of  which  the 
Wellington  Dyke  is  a  part.  The  highest  part  of  this  em- 
bankment is  where  the  road  crosses  the  river  by  means  of 
it,  and  it  is  there  about  40  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
water,  and  60  in  width,  but  on  the  marsh  and  level  ground 
it  varies  from  12  to  15  feet  in  thickness,  and  from  8  to  10 
in  height.  Aboiteaux,  or  sluices,  must  necessarily  be  con- 
structed across  the  creeks,  with  swinging  gates  for  the 
purpose  of  letting  off  the  floods  at  ebb  and  closing  at  flood- 
tides.  The  upland  in  this  portion  of  the  province  is  strong 
and  rich,  but  the  mountain  poor  and  cold.  That  which  is 
composed  of  alluvial  deposits  from  rivers  and  brooks, 
swollen  by  the  rains  in  the  spring  and  autumn,  is  in  con- 
siderable quantities,  and  called  "intervale,**  a  new- coined 
American  term. 

The  following  morning  we  were  on  the  road  again  to 
Annapolis,  with  a  learned  coachman,  who  favoured  us  with 

2  E  2 
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a  dissertation  on  the  pronunciation  of  French  in  general, 
and  the  derivation  of  many  of  the  Nova  Scotian  names  of 
places  from  that  language.  Such  as  that  Cape  Blow*me- 
down  was  corrupted  from  Blo-mong-dong,  which  he  gra- 
tuitously taught  me  to  pronounce  with  the  true  nasal 
twang,  and  instilled  into  me  that  ''  Have-a-chance  River/' 
which  flows  into  the  basin  near  the  above  cape,  and 
^^  Knock-me-down  Street"  in  Halifax,  were  only  vulgar 
denominations  for  what  originally  bore  more  dignified 
titles. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 


God*s  benison  go  with  you,  and  with  those 

That  would  make  good  of  bad,  and  friends  of  foes. 

Shakspbare. 
How  calm»  how  beautiful  comes  on 
The  stilly  hour,  when  storms  are  gone  ; 
When  warring  winds  have  died  away. 
And  cloudsy  beneath  the  glancing  ray. 
Melt  off,  and  leave  the  land  and  sea 
Sleeping  in  bright  tranquillity ! 

MoORB. 

Neither  good  Christians  nor  good  arguers. 

Attbrburt. 


With  feelings  consequent  on  separation  from  a  compa- 
nion whose  sentiments  so  exactly  tallied  with  my  own^ 
and  whose  society  had  made  this  part  of  my  expedition 
so  pleasant,  I  bade  adieu  to  St.  John's  on  the  morning  of 
the  1 0th  of  October.  The  weather  was  in  melancholy 
harmony  with  my  feeUngs;  for  when  I  entered  the 
steamer  the  sky  was  bright  and  clear,  with  a  fresh  south-* 
easterly  breeze,  and  only*  a  dark  Une  like  that  of  a  bold  and 
distant  coast  to  be  seen  low  down  upon  the  horizon ;  this 
gradually  increased  to  a  bank  of  clouds,  its  upper  extre- 
mities tinged  with  yellow  by  the  morning  sun,  and  then  by 
degrees  approaching  us  more  rapidly,  and  in  huge  roUing 
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masses,  it  shortly  enveloped  us  in  a  dense  damp  fog. 
The  sun,  however,  gaining  the  asoendaney,  gradually  broke 
through  thin  portions  of  it  with  a  dazzling  light,  and  in 
forty  or  fifty  minutes  the  whole  was  carried  away  to  lee- 
ward by  the  heavy  and  increasing  gale.  I  had  never  before 
witnessed  this,  the  usual  approach  of  the  fog  from  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland. 

After  a  run  of  sixty  miles  along  an  iron-bound  coast, 
we  arrived  at  Eastport,  in  Maine,  one  of  the  United  States. 
The  approach  to  it  is  pretty,  the  channel  winding  amongst 
numerous  rocky  islands  within  the  British  lines.  There  is 
a  house  upon  one  of  the  last  of  these  islands  (if  a  small 
barren  rock,  100  yards  in  length,  deserves  such  a  name) 
which  was  erected  at  a  great  expense  by  one  of  the  re- 
venue officers^  Midway  between  it  and  the  town  is  the 
boundary,  an  imaginary  line  running  through  the  centre  of 
the  river  St.  Croix  and  part  of  Passamaquoddy  Bay.  The 
first  object,  which  is  supereminently  apparent  from  the 
deck  of  a  vessel,  is  the  huge  star-spangled  banner,  which, 
rivalling  a  ship's  topsail  in  capaciousness,  floats  above  the 
red  roof  and  glaring  white  walls  of  the  barracks,  on  a  rocky 
hill  overlooking  the  town.  The  town  itself  is  quite  an 
American  one,  containing  2000  inhabitants  and  four  places 
of  public  worship.  The  streets  as  usual  are  regularly  laid 
out  as  per  compass  and  rule,  and  most  of  the  private 
houses  white  as  the  driven  snow.  The  landing-place  is 
the  most  inconvenient  that  could  have  been  devised ;  we 
arrived  at  low  water,  and  the  vessel's  deck  was  conse- 
quently some  twenty  feet  below  the  level  of  the  quay; 
whoever  wished  to  land  was  therefore  under  the  necessity 
of  clambering  up  a  perpendicular,  slippery,  and  wet  ladder, 
with  staves  eighteen  inches  asunder :  even  one  or  two  of 
those  were  missing,  so  that  the  scaling  of  it  was  utteriy 
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impracticable  for  a  lady,  and  a  gentleman  would  find  it  no 
easy  task.  There  were  two  parties,  the  ascending  and 
descending,  who  wished  to  gain  possession  of  it;  a  fat, 
choleric  New  Bninswicker,  who  had  been  terribly  a£fected 
by  the  gale,  volunteered  to  pioneer  the  way  for  the  rest 
of  us,  and  by  dint  of  perseverance  once  arrived  half  way 
up  the  ladder,  when  he  received  such  a  thump  on  his 
head  from  the  heavy  heel  of  a  porter,  who  was  descending 
with  a  trunk,  thai  he  rejoined  us  by  that  rapid  mode 
which  sailors  call  ^^hand  over  hand,''  and  then  awaited 
patiently  until  the  long  stream  of  passengers  and  their 
b^^ggc^  h^  reached  the  quarter-deck  in  safety. 

As  soon  as  I  set  foot  agaui  on  the  land  of  calashes,* 
politics.  India-rubber  shoes,  and  vile  rocking-chairs,  I 
entered  a  bookseller's  shop,  which  made  a  far  greater  dis-* 
play  than  any  I  had  seen  in  Montreal,  Quebec,  or  Halifax, 
supplying  not  the  immediate  neighbourhood  only,  but  a 
great  part  of  New  Brunswick  with  literature.  The  care* 
less,  tooth-pick  manner,  however,  so  characteristic  of  his 
countrymen,  with  which  the  young  gentleman  behind  the 
counter,  with  a  forage  cap  set  carelessly  on  one  side  of  his 
head,  answered  one  or  two  of  my  questions,  and  then 
walked  away  to  make  his  dog  open  the  door  for  the 
amusement  of  some  children,  was  quite  sufficiently  dis- 
gust any  man  who  might  entertain  even  more  charitable 
opinions  of  the  Americans  than  myself.  He  was  doubt- 
less aware  that  I  had  just  landed  from  the  British  pro- 
vinces, and  so  thought  fit  to  treat  me  with  what  he  con- 
sidered a  specimen  of  republican  sang  friAd.  I  observed 
that  there  was  a  more  bitter  feeling  existing  between  the 
two  nations  along  the  whole  extent  of  frontier  than  in  the 

*  Loose  bonnets,  of  a  li^ht  green  or  dark  blue  colour,  worn  by  American 
f<*males. 
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interior  of  the  two  countries,  though  nearly  one-third  of 
the  inhabitants  on  each  side  of  the  boundary  line  made  a 
livelihood  by  carrying  on  a  smuggling  trade  with  the  other. 
If  loyalty  to  England  consists  in  hatred  to  America,  I 
would  then  give  the  Canadians,  and  the  borderers  of  New 
Brunswick,  the  full  credit  of  being  superabundantly  sup- 
phed  with  that  very  excellent  quality. 

The  town,  which  was  taken  by  the  British  and  kept  in 
possession  during  the  last  war  (the  prindpal  American 
trade  during  that  period  bong  carried  on  at  Lubec,  a  few 
miles  distant  on  the  main  land),  is  situated  upon  the 
southern  end  of  Moose  Island,  four  miles  in  length,  and 
connected  with  the  continent  by  a  bridge  at  the  northern 
extremity.  The  harbour  is  an  extensive  and  safe  one, 
extending  many  miles  up  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  and  land- 
locked by  the  numerous  islands.  Some  salt  works  have 
been  established  near  the  town,  and  conducted  so  as  to 
evade  much  of  the  duty  by  importing  the  mineral  from 
England,  vift  St.  John,  and  boiling  it  in  the  States,  the 
duty  upon  the  coarse  mineral  being  comparatively  small 
to  that  upon  English  salt.  There  is  also  a  foundry  for 
the  melting  of  scrap  or  old  iron,  conducted  upon  some- 
what similar  principles. 

Neither  sailing-packet  nor  coach  departing  for  the 
south-west  during  the  ensuing  twenty-four  hours,  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  steamer  to  St.  Andrews,  a  sesrport  of  con- 
siderable importance  on  a  peninsula  of  New  Brunswick, 
thirteen  miles  from  Eastport.  The  scenery  up  the  bay  is 
fine  and  bold,  the  Shamcook  HiU  rising  in  rear  of  the  town 
to  the  height  of  1 100  feet,  the  only  paper-miQ  in  the  pro- 
vince being  situated  upon  the  small  river  which  flows  near 
it,  and  bears  the  same  name.  When  we  arrived  within 
two  miles  of  the  town,  the  tide  was  half  ebb,  and,  the 
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n^ht  being  stormy  and  dark,  the  steamer  ran  its  keel  deep 
into  the  mud.  After  remaining  there  sufficiently  long  to 
exhaust  all  our  stock  of  patience,  we  took  to  the  boat, 
and,  landing  upon  the  beach  near  a  light-house,  sought  our 
way,  drenched  with  rain,  and  covered  with  mud,  to  the 
hotel.  The  light-house  (lucus  a  non  lucendo,  again!) 
shows  no  light,  the  establishment  necessary  for  trimming 
lamps,  watching,  &c.,  putting  the  third  port  in  New  Bruns- 
wick to  the  expense  of  30/.  per  annum,  which  was  deemed 
too  extravagant  a  simi  for  the  benefit  of  300  inward  and 
outward  bound  sail  annually,  was  accordingly  reduced, 
the  Ught  being  removed  to  another,  situation,  300  yards 
from  the  point  against  which  it  is  intended  to  warn 
mariners.  The  present  beacon  is  merely  a  common  lan- 
tern placed  in  a  pigeon-box  bow-window,  protruding  from 
the  second  story' of  a  house,  where  its  dim  rays  are  exhi- 
bited at  an  annual  contract  of  15/.,  though  it  can  barely  be 
distinguished  firom  the  light  in  any  other  window  in  the 
town. 

The  steamer  had  reached  her  customary  anchorage 
ground  during  the  night,  but  was  high  and  dry  at  the  usual 
time  for  sailing,  having  drifted  from  her  anchors  by  tiie 
heavy  gale.  The  rain  still  continuing  to  pour  down,  I 
resolved  to  return  by  water  to  Eastport,  in  preference  to 
taking  the  American  coach  from  Robbinstown,  opposite 
to  St.  Andrew's ;  and,  having  a  few  hours  to  spare,  I  walked' 
through  the  town  despite  of  the  storm.  It  is  one  of  the 
neatest  in  the  provinces,  contains  from  1500  to  1800  in- 
habitants, and  has  a  considerable  trade  with  the  West 
Indies.  As  the  name  would  almost  imply,  the  population 
is  chiefly  of  Scottish  descent,  but  the  influential  people 
of  every  class  were  absent  at  Fredericton,  subpoened  as 
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witnesses  in  a  trial  of  libd  upon  a  revenue  officer  by  the 
editor  of  a  newspaper. 

While  bnsily  engaged  in  taking  a  sketch  the  morning 
after  my  return  to  fSastport,  the  Uue  Peter  and  loosened 
topsail  of  the  Portland  packet  by  chance  caught  my  eye. 
Leaping  fence  and  ditch,  I  soon  gained  the  inn,  where  I 
found  the  landlord  bustling  about  in  sad  distress  at  my 
absence,  the  Captain  having  aheady  sent  twice  in  search  of 
me.  In  a  few  minutes  more  I  was  on  board  the  ''  Boun- 
dary" schooner  of  150  tons,  with  45  passengers,  and  seven- 
teen of  that  number  in  the  small  cabin.  Our  skipper  was 
a  hale,  weather-beaten,  healthy-looking  sailor,  a  native  of 
New  Brunswick,  but  a  naturalized  American,  so  that  he 
might  be  qualified  to  command  the  vesseL  He  was  quite 
an  oddity  in  his  way;  I  asked  him  one  evening,  for  want 
of  something  better  to  talk  about,  when  I  came  upon  deck, 
whether  he  thought  we  should  have  any  more  wind  during 
the  night.  ^^  I  shall  be  able  to  teU  you  more  ^about  it  in 
the  morning,"  was  his  gruff  reply.  In  less  than  five  mi- 
nutes a  lady  tottered  up  the  hatchway,  ^^WUl  it  ndn. 
Captain  ?"  ^*  You  had  better  apply  to  the  derk  of  the  wea- 
ther, ma'am ;  he's  able  to  tell  you  more  about  it  than  I," 
said  the  rough  old  tar.  Standing  out  of  the  bay  by  Grand 
Manan  Isle,  we  found  a  heavy  head  swdl  upon  the  sea 
from  the  gale  of  the  preceding  days,  which  caused  the 
usual  commotion  amongst  the  firesh-water  sailors.  Our 
Uttle  vessel,  however,  cut  her  way  gallantly  through  it 
until  the  second  day,  when,  the  weather  moderating,  she 
glided  gracefully  and  smoothly  upon  her  course.  All  the 
passengers  were  again  ahve;  the  gentlemen  oongr^ated 
in  the  cabin,  discussing  the  well-worn  and  hackneyed 
subject  of  politics,  and  the  merits  of  the  several  candidates 
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for  the  presidential  chair.  Jackson,  Clay,  and  Wirt,  were 
in  turn  abused,  and,  the  morals  of  all  being  called  into 
question,  the  argument  somehow  or  other  branched  off  at 
a  tangent,  and,  settling  down  into  one  upon  religion,  con- 
tinued with  but  little  intermission  for  ten  hours,  and  was 
resumed  with  as  much  vigour  the  following  day.  All  the 
disputants  were  very  conversant  with  the  Scriptures,  but 
I  was  so  uncharitable  as  to  doubt  whether  such  knowlec^ 
had  not  been  acquired  more  for  the  sake  of  religious  dis- 
cussion than  through  any  pure  religious  feeling.  As  were 
their  tenets,  so  were  their  scriptural  readings,  varied  and 
numerous  \  the  pros  and  cons  followed  in  rapid  succession, 
and  apt  quotations  were  at  every  one's  fingers'  ends.  The 
ladies,  in  number  five  or  six,  most  of  whom  were  young 
and  pretty,  passed  the  evening  with  their  cabin  door  open, 
sin^ng  with  good  voices,  in  full  chorus,  ^'  the  Death  of  Sir 
John  Moore,''  ^^  L-a-w,  Law,"  and  several  English  and 
Scotch  ballads.  Their  stock  being  exhausted  in  an  hour 
or  so,  like  the  gentlemen  in  the  morning,  they  were  then 

''  seized  with  a  religious  qualm, 
And  on  a  sudden  song  the  hundredth  psalm,*' 

in  which  one  gentleman  att^npted  to  join  them,  his  voice 
chiming  in  at  intervals,  ever  a  bar  in  rear  or  advance  of 
the  rept,  with  a  most  ineffable  twang,  producing  a  sound 
approaching  nearer  to  that  of  a  cracked  trumpet  at  a  pup* 
pet-show  than  any  thing  I  can  imagine.  The  remaining 
nine  gentlemen,  proof  against  the  charms  of  the  syrens, 
were  arguing  the  merits  of  various  kinds  of  tooth-picks^ 
whether  metallic,  goose-quilLs,  pins,  chips  of  wood,  or  the 
point  of  a  jack-knife,  were  the  best;  after  a  warm  dissertar 
tion  upon  so  interesting  a  subject,  the  palm  was  awarded 
to  the  chips  of  wood,  the  singing  gentleman,  with  an  upper 


428       A  subalteen's  furlough. 

row  (by  his  own  admowledgment)  of  fidse  teeth  in  his 
head,  vowing  he  would  ^^  give  1000  dollars  for  a  handsome 
set" 

On  Sunday  the  I4di  of  October  we  were  off  Manegin 
Isle,  the  scene  of  action  between  the  '^  Boxer"  and  ^^  En- 
terprise" in  1813;  and  the  passengers,  having  requested 
a  Nova  Sootian  Calvinistic  preacher  to  &vour  us  with  a 
discourse,  had  all  assembled  upon  the  flour  barreb  with 
which  the  deck  was  covered.  A  heavy  squall  coming  on, 
when  every  one  was  wrapt  in  deep  attention,  nearly  threw 
the  sdiooner  upon  its  beam  ends,  and  dispersed  the  meeting 
in  a  most  unceremonious  manner ;  some  rolling  away  to  lee- 
ward, and  others  down  the  companion  ladder,  did  not  make 
their  appearance  again  until  we  arrived  in  port.  The  wind 
freshened  to  a  stiff  gale  off-shore  towards  sunset,  and  ra- 
liier  tin&vourable  for  making  Portland  Harbour,  where  the 
Captain  intended  touching  to  land  a  part  of  the  passengers, 
including  myself;  but  the  others,  who  were  bound  for 
Boston,  ascertaining  that  it  was  a  fair  wind  for  that  port, 
proposed  carrying  us  there  and  defraying  our  expenses 
back  to  Portland.,  All  agreed  to  this  arrangement  except- 
ing myself,  who  would  not  consent  to  being  taken  a  cir- 
cuitous route  of  200  miles  when  the  vessel  was  within 
three  miles  of  its  destined  port,  and  merely  to  please  a 
party  of  people  to  whom  time  was  an  object  of  no  import- 
ance, and  who  would  not  put  themsdves  to  the  slight 
inconvenience  of  a  few  hours'  delay  to  please  me.  After 
holding  on  for  about  an  hour,  and  perceiving  that  the 
general  opinion  must  be  that  I  was  both  obstinate  and 
unacconmiodating,  I  relented,  and  agreed  to  proceed  to 
Boston;  but,  when  like  deputation  applied  to  the  rough  old 
seaman,  he  answered,  to  my  infinite  satisfitf^on,  that  ^  he 
had  never  sailed  for  Portland  without  making  it."    The 
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wind  howeyer  hauling  still  more  a-head,  and  a  short  high 
sea  rising,  into  which  the  schooner  plunged  so  heavily  that 
she  could  only  carry  the  foresail^  while  she  made  as  much 
lee  as  head-way,  the  old  skipper  was  reluctantly  obliged, 
two  hours  before  midnight,  to  bear  up  for  Boston.  Running 
along  the  coast,  in  sight  of-  numerous  light-houses  (there 
being  seventeen  in  a  hundred  miles),  in  nine  hours  we 
entered  Boston  Bay,  after  a  long  passage  of  three  days 
from  Elastport. 

Having  seen  all  the  lions  during  my  previous  visit,  there 
was  nothing  to  detain  me  beyond  one  day^  which  I  passed 
in  strolling  about  the  dty.  Washington's  statue  was  en- 
circled as  filthily  as  ever,  and  the  city  guards  were  march- 
ing about  as  before  in  their  strange  half-cavalry  half-in- 
fantry uniform.  One  novelty  there  was, — the  Tremont 
Theatre  was  open,  and  I  attended  to  witness  Wallack*s 
performance  in  the  ^^  Brigand"  and  '^  Rent  Day."  The  last 
time  I  had  seen  the  former,  was  in  the  Amateur  Theatre  at 
Calcutta,  where  the  characters,  with  the  exception  of  that 
performed  by  the  ^^  Star"  of  the  night,  were  much  better 
sustained,  and  the  scenic  arrangements  altogether  superior. 
There  were  many  incongruities,  such  as  a  young  man 
apparently  twenty-five  years  of  age,  dressed  as  a  dandified 
ruffian,  talking  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  old  steward 
twenty-seven  years  before.  I  never  saw  the  character  of 
an  English  peasant  properly  dressed  or  personated  by  an 
American  actor.  Of  our  yeomen  they  make  idiots,  and  of 
our  servants  insolent  clowns.  When  a  talented  performer 
appears  upon  the  American  boards,  he  shines  alone,  un- 
supported, and  the  piece  goes  off  dull  and  irksome  during 
his  absence  firom  the  stage.  Greater  support  is  certainly 
given  to  the  drama  in  America  than  in  England,  and  still  it 
can  boast  but  of  one  or  two  able  native  performers.    Some 
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of  the  scenery,  from  the  brush  of  a  Mr.  Jones,  possessed 
considerable  merit,  and  I  thought  the  interior  of  the  house 
superior  even  to  those  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 
The  ladies,  of  whom  there  was  a  very  large  attendance, 
paid  a  complimentary  tribute  to  Mr.  Wallack's  excellent 
acting  by  displaying  a  long  line  of  white  handkerchiefs, 
which  were  constantly  applied  to  their  eyes ;  but  the  male 
part  of  the  audience  showed  no  outward  and  visible  signs 
of  approval,  and  an  Englishman  entering  the  house  at  the 
close  of  some  beautiful  scene  would  have  almost  imagined 
that  it  met  with  their  disapprobation.  Walking  into  the 
capacious  and  finely-carpeted  saloon,  I  read  a  notice  over 
the  door,  ^  respectfully  requesting  gentlemen  not  to  wear 
their  hats  in  it."  Mine  was  in  my  hand  immediately,  but, 
not  seeing  another  individual  of  the  sixty  or  seventy  per- 
sons who  were  jH^sent  conforming  to  the  rule,  I  resumed 
mine  forthwith,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity. 

Early  the  following  morning  I  passed  through  Stoneham 
and  Heading;  and,  walking  on  as  was  my  custom, in  hopes 
of  seeing  something  worth  sketching,  while  they  ^  shifted 
horses,"  I  fell  in  company  with  a  man  who  was  proceed- 
ing in  the  same  direction.  After  answering  his  queries, 
whence  I  came,  whither  I  was  bound,  and  passing  a  few 
cursory  remarks  upon  the  cholera  and  the  weather,  I  cross- 
examined  him  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  and  what 
kind  of  a  harvest  had  been  gathered  during  my  absence.  One 
of  his  answers  was  unique  and  descriptive.  ^  Why,  Sir,  turn 
a  goose  into  a  ten-acre  lot  of  it  at  spring,  and  it  will  come 
out  at  fall  thinner  than  it  went  in ;  it  could  not  get  its  bill 
between  the  stones  to  pick  up  the  grasshoppers,  and  thane 
are  plenty  of  ihem,^*  The  country  certainly  did  not  pro- 
mise much,  but  the  apple  trees  were  weighed  to  the  ground 
with  the  overpowering  load  of  fruit.   We  crossed  the  n^id 
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and  shallow  stream  of  the  Menrimac^  nearly  200  yards 
in  width,  three  miles  beyond  Andover,  where  there  are  the 
fine  buildings  of  an  extensively  patronized  theological  se- 
minary. At  the  village  of  Methuen,  seven  miles  farther,  I 
walked  to  view  some  falls  on  the  Spicket  Creek  during  the 
time  the  letters  were  sorting,  and  was  well  punished  for 
breaking  the  vows  I  had  made  not  to  look  at  any  thing  in 
the  shape  of  a  cataract  for  another  twelvemonth,  so  sur- 
feited had  I  been  with  them.  Upon  a  moderate  calcula- 
tion, about  a  hat^iull  per  minute  contrived  to  escape  over 
a  rocky  ledge  thirty  feet  in  height,  from  a  dam  which 
diverted  the  main  body  of  the  stream  to  two  large  grist 
mills. 

We  had  six-in-hand  throughout  our  journey  over  tolerably 
good  roads,  with  a  light  load,  and  I  never  saw  men  more 
expert  at  their  business  than  coachmen  on  the  26*0  miles 
road  between  Boston  and  Burlington.  It  was  rather 
amusing  to  witness  the  manner  in  which  they  restrained 
the  horses  when  descending  a  steep  hill,  wrapping  the 
reins  of  the  leaders  found  their  arms  up  to  the  elbows, 
using  their  feet  to  those  of  the  wheelers,  and  then,  leaning 
back  on  their  seat,  with  the  whip  thrown  upon  the  roof  of 
the  "Coach,  ihey  tugged  away  with  both  hand  and  foot. 

By  sunset  we  arrived  at  Concord,  the  capital  of  New 
Hampshire,  situated  upon  a  light  sandy  soil  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Merrimac,  which  is  navigable  for  boats  to 
Sewall's  Falls,  a  few  miles  higher.  The  town,  containing 
about  2000  inhabitants  and  five  churches,  consists  of  two 
streets  running  north  and  south,  each  more  than  a  hundred 
feet  wide  and  a  mile  in  length,  with  a  row  of  large  drooping 
elms  on  each  side.  The  houses  are  of  a  pretty  style  of 
architecture,  with  double  verandahs  supported  by  light 
colonnades,  and  may  vie  with  those  of  Northampton  on  the 
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Connecticut  River.  The  State  House,  a  fine  granite  build- 
ing with  two  wings,  the  roof  surmounted  by  a  light  tower, 
dome,  and  globe,  with  a  prodigious  golden  eagle  to  crown 
all,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  a  grass  square  155  by  100 
paces,  with  iron  railing  in  front  and  rear.  I  never  entered 
one  of  the  State  capitals  but  I  found  some  additions 
or  alterations  making  in  the  prisons,  and,  though  not  a 
Howard,  I  generally  pryed  into  all.  The  Americans  have 
an  excellent  system  of  admitting  visitors  to  these  institu- 
tions, upon  payment  of  a  trifling  sum,  usually  a  shilling 
Stirling,  which  is  sufficient  to  keep  away  mere  idlers,  the 
incurious,  and  the  old  accomplices  of  the  prisoners,  and  to 
produce  an  income  from  which  salaries  are  allowed  to  ex- 
tra keepers,  whose  time  is  occupied  in  attendance  upon 
visitors.  In  the  Concord  prison,  sixty  males  (five  of  them 
for  life)  were  confined,  and  one  female,  who,  according  to 
the  keeper's  accoimt,  was  a  more  troublesome  and  muti- 
nous subject  than  all  the  rest  together.  It  was  conducted 
partly  on  the  Auburn  system,  but  fell  far  short  of  it  in  inte- 
rior economy  and  indeed  in  every  other  respect :  the  shops, 
cells,  and  kitchen  were  not  equally  dean,  nor  were  the 
prisoners  under  the  same  disdpline  and  good  management. 
When  at  work,  the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  converse  upon 
subjects  connected  with  their  trade,  die  keeper  acknowledg- 
ing would  be  an  improvement  if  total  silence  could  be  in- 
sisted upon,  but  stating  that  some  communication  between 
them  was  indispensable  (at  Auburn,  however,  it  is  not 
permitted).  The  articles  which  they  manufacture  are  not 
disposed  of  according  to  contract,  but  by  the  warden,  with 
the  same  injurious  efiects  to  the  industrious  artisans  in  the 
neighbourhood  as  at  Auburn.  The  trades  were  few,  being 
shoe-makers,  blacksmiths,  carriage-makers,  and  stone-ma- 
sons :  these  latter  were  employed  in  erecting  an  additional 
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wing  to  the  prison,  to  contain  three  tiers,  or  120  of  the 
honey-comb  cells  in  use  at  Auburn.  Heretofore,  from  two 
to  eight  prisoners  have  been  confined  during  the  night  in 
a  large,  badly-ventilated  cell,  with  a  solid  iron  door,  and  a 
narrow  loop-hole  to  admit  a  breath  of  air  and  ray  of  light. 
This  free  intercourse  in  their  cells  has  been  the  cause  of 
several  attempts  to  regain  their  Uberty.  The  use  of  the 
lash  has  not  been  introduced,  the  refractory  being  punished 
by  solitary  confinement ;  but,  when  the  latter  is  adopted  to 
the  extent  of  the  Auburn  system,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
the  former  can  be  dispensed  with^  or,  if  so,  what  will  be 
the  means  used  to  keep  up  the  necessary  discipline. 

From  Concord  we  waded,  on  the  iSth  of  October, 
through  -eighteen  miles  of  white  sand,  to  breakfast  at  the 
village  of  Sandbomton,  leaving  the  Shaker  settlement  at 
Canterbury  three  or  four  miles  to  the  right.  Some  of  the 
houses  were  similar  to  many  I  had  observed  in  the  British 
provinces,  being  biult  without  any  foundation,  and  merely 
resting  Uke  a  large  box  upon  the  levelled  ground,  or  on  a 
piece  of  rock  at  each  angle,  and,  from  all  appearances,  very 
liable  to  be  blown  over  by  the  first  heavy  gale.  Such  a 
fate  had  befallen  one  I  saw  in  Nova  Scotia,  which  was 
literally  topsy-turvy.  The  road  was  carried  over  the  apex 
of  every  sugar4oaf  hiU  between  the  manufacturing  town 
of  Meredith  and  Centre  Harbour  upon  Lake  Winnipiseo- 
gee,  when  a  circuit  of  half  a  mile  would  have  taken  it  upon 
nearly  a  dead  level.  The  latter  village  is  situated  at  the 
western  end  of  this  lake  with  the  long  name.  The  sheet 
of  water  is  twenty-three  miles  in  length,  and  varies  from 
two  to  five  in  width,  and  is  so  studded  with  islands  as  to 
warrant  the  assertion  of  the  country  people  that  there  are  as 
many  as  there  are  days  in  tlie  year.  The  dominion  of  the 
sovereign  of  some  of  them  would  not  however  extend  QV&r 
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more  than  fire  square  feet  of  solid  rock,  nine  inches  above 
the  surfiioe  of  the  water.  A  steamer  was  upon  the  stocks, 
intended  for  the  navigation  of  the  lake;  audit  was  in  con- 
templation to  form  an  inland  communication  with  the  tide- 
waters and  Connecticut  River,  by  Squam  Lake,  two  miles 
to  the  north-west,  Baker's  River,  and  a  chain  a[  ponds. 
It  is  472  feet  above  the  surbuce  of  the  Atlantic,  and  272 
above  the  Merrimac^  at  the  junction  of  their  waters.  A 
magnificent  view  is  said  to  be  afforded  from  the  sunmdt  of 
Red  Hill,  1500  feet  in  height,  three  miles  from  Winnipiseo- 
gee,  but  the  scenery  was  too  wooded  and  had  too  great  a 
sameness  for  my  taste.  The  road  circled  round  the  base 
of  the  hill,  which  appeared  at  a  distance,  with  the  sun 
shining  upon  it,  like  burning  lava,  so  brilliant  were  the 
autumnal  tints  of  the  trees.  Dense  forests  of  pine  stretched 
far  away  upon  every  side  and  at  the  base  of  the  Sandwich 
mountains,  3000  feet  in  height,  whose  summits  were  thickly 
enveloped  in  clouds.  The  narrow  stream  of  the  Bear 
Camp,  with  which  the  road  ran  parallel,  was  choked  up 
with  masses  of  timber  which  had  been  cut  the  preceding 
winter,  and,  floating  down  towards  the  Saco,  had  been  left 
by  the  fidling  of  the  waters.  In  many  places,  for  the  dis- 
tance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  we  could  not  obtain  a  glimpse 
of  the  stream,  such  a  perfect  and  solid  bridge  had  been 
formed  over  it  by  the  logs. 

Heavy  rain  set  in  at  sunset,  and,  to  add  to  our  misfor- 
tunes, we  were  detained  two  hours  at  a  small  inn  nearTam- 
worth  for  the  Dover  coach,  which  brought  an  addition  of  a 
fat  gentleman,  who,  weighing  at  least  twenty  stone,  occu* 
pied  a  third  of  the  interior  of  the  two-horse  vehicle  in 
which  we  were  to  proceed.  When  our  coachman  saw  his 
new  passenger  squeezing  himself  edge-ways  out  of  his  late 
conveyance,  he  exclaimed,  with  a  shrug  of  his  shoulders, 
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in  great  astonishment  and  alarm,  ^^  My  eye !  a'int  he  a 
burster  ?  it  might  well  be  late ;  we  shan't  see  the  end  of 
our  journey  this  night."  Preferring  exposure  to  the  rain 
to  being  crushed  to  a  mummy  with  five  insides  upon  two 
seats,  I  took  my  place  with  the  coachman,  who  found  it 
no  easy  task  to  steer  us  safely  between  the  large  stumps 
which  lined  the  narrow  opening,  misnamed  a  road,  through 
the  forest  of  Norway  pine.  The  darkness  of  the  night  was 
rendered  more  gloomy  by  the  thick  fohage  of  the  trees ; 
so,  while  the  coachman  attended  to  the  intricate  naviga- 
tion, he  requested  me  to  '^  fix"  the  lamps,  the  oil  and  wicks 
being  of  so  bad  a  quality  as  to  iuUy  occupy  me  in  trim- 
ming and  snuffing  throughout  thirteen  most  dreary  miles. 
After  twice  breaking  down,  both  of  which  accidents  were 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  fat  man  and  his  carpet  bags,  we 
succeeded  in  reaching  Conway,  seventy-three  miles  firom 
Concord,  by  half-past  nine  o'clock,  after  a  fatiguing  and 
rough  journey  of  eighteeen  hours. 
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CHAPTER  XX\1. 


Has  nature  this  rough  naked  piece  designed 
To  bold  inhabitaiils  of  mortal  kind  ? 


Savace. 


And  fron  the  hideous  crash  diitiacted  tiies 
Like  one  who  hears  his  dying  infaiA  s  cries. 
Near,  and  more  near,  the  mdiing  torrents  sound. 
And  one  great  rift  nms  through  Ihe  vast  profound. 
Swift  as  a  shooting  meteor,  groaning  loud. 
Like  deep-rolled  thunder  through  a  rending  cloud. 


Ibid. 


The  year  was  now  so  fast  upon  the  wane,  the  days 
shortening,  and  the  weather  so  intensely  cold^  that  it  re- 
quired no  small  stock  of  resolution  to  enable  one  to  desert 
a  warm  bed  at  a  quarter  to  three  in  the  morning,  and  en- 
coimter  a  keen  north-wester.  In  four  hours  we  arrived 
at  Bartlett,  sixteen  miles  from  Conway,  when  I  walked 
out  with  my  sketch-book  while  breakftst  was  preparing, 
for  the  purpose  of  attempting  an  outline  of  the  fine  moun- 
tain scenery,  but  could  not  command  my  pencil,  and 
soon  found  my  way  back  shivering  to  the  house,  where  I 
esoonced  myself  in  a  comer  by  the  bright  kitchen  fire  until 
the  coach  was  once  more  ready  to  start.  We  were  now 
hemmed  in  by  lofty  mountains,  between  which  the  road 
wound,  preserving  a  level  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Saco, 
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a  strong  mountain  torrent,  wtiich^  notwithstanding  the  en- 
croachments made  upon  it  with  strong  embankments,  only 
allowed  sufficient  space  for  a  single  carriage  to  pass  in 
many  places  between  the  rocky  barrier  on  the  one  hand 
and  its  impetuous  waters,  a  considerable  depth  beneath, 
on  the  other.  Numerous  broad  water-courses,  which  bore 
the  marks  of  great  periodical  inundations  when  they  are 
swollen  to  ^gantic  rivers,  descend  to  it  from  the  moun- 
tains' tops,  being,  as  a  gentleman  who  was  by  chance  my 
fellow-passenger  with  great  pathos  expressed  it,  ^^as  the 
reins  and  sinews  to  the  human  constitution."  All  vestiges 
of  cultivation  ceased  from  Bardett  until  the  seventh  mile, 
when  we  arrived  at  a  small  £urm  in  a  solitary  but  pretty 
spot,  which  had  been  nearly  carried  away  by  the  floods  six 
years  previously,  with  a  loss  of  land  of  the  value  of  2000 
dollars  to  the  proprietor.  Another  hour's  drive  brought 
us  to  the  Notch  of  the  White  Moimtains,  when  I  alighted 
from  the  coach  with  a  request  that  my  baggage  should  be 
left  at  an  inn  eight  miles  fiurther,  and  sat  down  by  the 
road  side  to  admire  the  awfully  grand  and  sublime  spec- 
tacle which  the  Notch  presents. 

The  day  which  had  been  so  cloudy  and  cold  in  the  early 
part  became  more  favourable,  and  the  sun  darted  its  in- 
vigorating rays  through  the  clouds,  resting  on  the  summit 
of  the  bleak  and  precipitous  rocks  with  which  the  valley 
is  bounded.  By  degrees  the  light  vapours  arose,  melting 
into  air,  or  floating  away  gracefully  and  majestically,  and 
laid  open  a  scene  which  would  defy  the  pencil  of  any  artist 
to  delineate  faithfully.  The  Notch,  as  the  term  implies,  is 
a  narrow  pass,  six  miles  in  length,  at  the  southern  end  of 
the  White  Moimtains,  the  loftiest  of  which.  Mount  Wash- 
ington, is  6234  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  but  on 
each  side  of  the  pass  they  rise  only  from  1800  to  2000, 
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at  an  angle  of  about  45^,  fonning  a  valley  less  than  half  a 
inile  in  width  between  their  bases,  and  down  which  the 
roaring  Saco  takes  its  commie.  The  whole  extent  of  their 
front  is  furrowed  and  scarred  by  the  tremendous  storm  of 
July,  1826;  and  the  valley,  choked  up  with  trees  uptom 
by  the  roots,  remnants  of  bridges,  buildings,^  and  huge 
masses  of  rock  piled  upon  each  other  in  the  greatest  dis- 
order, presents  what  might  be  almost  imagined  as  the 
wreck  of  nature.  A  melancholy  and  interesting  story  is 
connected  with  this  storm,  which  will  for  years  to  come  be 
the  cause  of  thousands  making  a  pilgrimage  to  the  White 
Mountains.  I  give  it  as  related  to  me  by  one  who, 
though  not  an  eye-witness,  was  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
at  the  time  it  occurred;  it  was  as  follows: — AfBirmer  of  the 
name  of  Willey,  with  his  wife,  five  children,  and  two  la- 
bourers, occupied  a  house  with  a  small  farm  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  valley.  They  were  much  esteemed  for  their 
hospitable  attentions  to  travellers,  who,  overtaken  by  nighty 
sought  shelter  at  their  hearth,  which  was  the  only  one  in 
the  Notch,  their  nearest  neighbours  being  at  the  farm  afore- 
mentioned, six  miles  distant.  The  lulla  at  that  time  were 
thickly  overgrown  with  forest-trees  and  shrubs;  nor  had  any 
thiilg  ever  occurred  to  make  them  suspicious  of  the  safety 
of  their  position,  until  the  descent  of  a  small  avalanche,  or 
slide  of  earth,  near  the  house  in  the  month  of  June,  1826, 
so  terrified  them  by  the  havoc  it  caused,  that  they  erected 
a  small  camp  in  what  they  deemed  a  more  secure  place, 
half  a  mile  lower  down  the  Saco.  The  siunmer  had  been 
unusually  dry  imtil  the  beginning  of  July,  when  the  clouds 
collecting  about  the  mountiuns  poured  forth  thdr  waters 
as  though  the  floodgates  of  the  heavens  were  opened,  the 
wind  blew  in  most  terrific  hurricanes,  and  continued  with 
unabated  violence  for  several  days.    On  the  night  of  the 
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26th  of  the  month,  the  tempest  increased  to  a  fearful  ex- 
tent, the  lightnmg  flashed  so  vividly,  accompanied  by  such 
awful  howling  of  wind  and  roaring  of  thunder,  that  the 
peasantry  imagined  the  day  of  judgment  was  at  hand. 
At  break  of  day  on  the  27th9  the  lofly  mountains  were 
seamed  with  the  numerous  avalanches   which  had  de- 
scended during  the  night.    Every  one  felt  anxious  re- 
specting the  safety  of  the  family  in  the  valley,  but  some 
days  elapsed  before  the  river  subsided  so  &r  from  its  extra- 
ordinary height  as  to  allow  any  enquiries  to  be  made.    A 
peasant  swimming  his  horse  across  ^.n  eddy  was  the  first 
person  who  entered  the  Notch,  when  the  terrible  spectacle 
of  the  entire  face  of  the  hills  having  descended  in  a  body 
presented  itself.    The  Willeys'  house,  which  remained  un- 
touched amidst  the  vast  chaos,  did  not  contain  any  portion 
of  the  family,  whose  bodies,  after  a  search  of  some  days, 
with  the  exception  of  two  children,  were  discovered  buried 
under  some  drift-wood  within  200  yards  of  the  door,  the 
hands  of  Miss  Willey  and  a  labourer  grasping  the  same 
fragment.     They  had  all  evidently  retired  to  rest,  and 
most  probably,  alarmed  by  the  sound  of  an  avalanche,  had 
rushed  out  of  the  house,  when  they  were  swept  away  by 
the  overwhelming  torrent  of  earth,  trees,  and  water.    The 
most  miraculouis  fact  is  that  the  avalanche,  descending 
with  the  vast  impetuosity  an  abrupt  dedivity  of  1500  feet 
would  give  it,  approached  within  four  feet  of  the  house, 
when  suddenly  dividing  it  swept  roimd,  and,  canying  away 
an  adjoining  stable  with  some  horses,  it  again  formed  a 
junction  within  a  few  yards  of  the  front.    A  flock  of  sheep 
which  had  sought  shelter  under  the  lee  of  the  house  were 
saved ;  but  the  family  had  fled  from  the  only  spot  where 
any  safety  could  have  been  found,  every  other  part  of  the 
valley  being  buried  to  the  depth  of  several  feet,  and  their 
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Gamp  overwhelmed  by  the  largest  avalanche  which  felt. 
A  person  standing  in  rear  of  the  house  can  now  with  ease 
step  upon  the  roof,  the  earth  forming  such  a  perpendicular 
and  solid  wall. 

A  small  avalanche  was  seen  descending  from  one  of  the 
mountains  some  days  after  the  above  occurrence.  The 
thick  pine  forest  at  first  moved  steadily  along  in  its  up* 
right  position,  but  soon  began  to  totter  in  its  descent,  and 
fell  headlong  down  with  redoubled  fury  and  violence,  fol- 
lowed by  rivers  of  floating  earth  and  stones,  which  spread 
over  tihe  plain,  carrying  devastation  far  and  wide.  The 
long  heat  of  summer  had  so  dried  and  cracked  the  ground 
that  the  subsequent  rains  found  ensy  admission  under  the 
roots  of  trees,  which,  loosened  by  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  required  but  little  to  set  the  whole  in  motion. 
There  was  no  tradition  of  a  similar  descent  having  ever 
taken  place ;  but,  upon  a  dose  examination,  traces  of  one 
which  had  evidently  occurred  more  than  a  century  before 
could  be  discovered  amongst  the  forest. 

A  chance  stone  rolling  down  the  mountain's  side,  and 
a  partridge  starting  up  firom  under  my  feet  during  the 
time  I  was  occupied  in  sketching,  brought  an  involuntary 
shudder  over  my  limbs,  and  the  very  idea  of  an  avalanche 
descending  and  interring  me  alive  caused  me  to  hurry 
through  my  work  and  pursue  my  progress  out  of  the 
lonely  valley.  The  ground  ascends  gradually  to  the  gap, 
which  is  twenty  feet  wide,  between  lofly  barriers  of  solid 
rock,  the  Saco  and  road  both  passing  through  this  space, 
which  was  widened  by  blasting  twenty-two  years  since. 
Previous  to  that  time  the  ro^d  passed  over  the  summit  of 
the  rocks,  at  so  precipitous  a  pitch  that  the  farmers  were 
obhged  to  carry  their  produce  on  its  way  to  Portiand  over 
that  part  of  the  road  themselves,  assisting  their  horses  by 
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means  of  ropes  and  the  bridle  up  the  ascent.  A  new 
sleigh,  formed  of  two  young  pine-trees,  in  a  few  minutes 
enabled  them  to  pursue  their  journey.  The  Saco  rises  in 
a  small  flat  opposite  T.  Crawford's  inn,  half  a  mile  far- 
ther,  from  which  to  E.-  Crawford's,  where  I  found  my 
baggage,  was  four  miles  through  an  almost  impenetrable 
forest. 

There  being  no  otiher  visitors  at  this  late  season,  my 
evenings  were  passed  by  tihe  fire-side  in  listening  to  my 
host^s  lengthy  stories  about  hunting  the  cariboo,  moose, 
deer,  bears,  and  partridges,  with  which  the  mountains 
abound,  and  which  he  went  in  pursuit  of  with  a  gun  of 
four  feet  barrel ;  or  in  sympathizing  with  him  in  his  dis- 
tress  at  what  he  considered  his  sole  property  being 
poached  upon  by  no  less  a  person  dian  the  proprietor  of 
a  rival  hotel,  which  was  opened  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  and,  displaying  a  gaily  painted  sign  of  a  lion  (like 
a  snarling  cur)  and  an  eagle,  looking  unutterable  things  at 
each  other  from  opposite  sides  of  the  globe,  had  already 
attracted  numerous  guests.  Mine  host  stated  the  merits 
of  his  case  with  great  eloquence,  and,  from  his  having 
been  the  original  guide,  surveyor,  and  maker  of  the  road 
up  the  mountain,  he  had  some  right  to  look  upon  the  new 
comer  in  the  light  of  an  interloper.  The  spirit  of  rivalry 
had,  however,  proved  of  some  service,  having  incited  him 
to  make  considerable  additions  to  his  own  house,  all 
of  which  were  run  up  with  true  American  expedition. 
The  white  pine  was  growing  in  the  forest  in  January,  and 
in  June  formed  an  inhabited  house,  the  planks,  which  cost 
only  five  dollars  per  thousand,  being  kiln-dried  as  soon  as 
they  came  from  the  saw-mill. 

After  waiting  most  patiently  two  days  for  the  clouds  to 
clear  off,  and  afford  me  a  sight  of  the  lofty  mountai^is,  I 
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resolved  to  take  my  departure  the  following  momiDg,  with- 
out attaining  the  grand  object  of  my  journey.     Upon 
awaking  on  the  21st  of  October,  after  a  violent  stormy 
night,  I  found  the  window  of  my  room  thickly  incmsted 
with  £ro8t.    In  an  instant  I  sprang  out  of  bed,  and,  seeiiig 
a  dear  blue  sky,  hurried  on  my  dress,  tumbled  down  stairs 
head  foremost,  minus  hat,  stock,  and  boots,  but  with 
pencils,  paper,  rubber,  and  board  in  hand,  and  throwing 
back  the  door  of  the  house,  rushed  into  the  open  air  to 
seise  the  long-wished-for   sketch,  when,  lo  and  behold! 
thick  dark  clouds  hung  more  heavily  about  the  mountain's 
brow  than  even  on  the  preceding  days.    The  wind,  too, 
cut  like  a  razor  (that  of  the  briny  gods  upon  the  equator,  I 
mean),  so  I  darted  up  stairs  again  into  my  berth,  and,  bury- 
ing my  head  under  the  dothes,  blamed  myself  for  not 
having  selected  a  room  which  had  one  window  at  least 
towards  the  mountains.    My  host,  however,  consoled  me 
at  break£EUBt  with  the  news  that  the  wind  was  blowing  the 
douds  away,  and  that  my  wishes  would  be  gratified  in  the 
course  of  the  day;  but,  upon  my  proposing  to  ascend 
Mount  Washington,  which  was  thickly  covered  widi  snow, 
the  guide  said  that  ^'  he  would  not  go  up  for  a  five-dollar 
bill,  for  that  it  would  require  two  men  to  hold  my  hat  on." 
I  therefiire  satisfied  my  climbing  propensity  fisr  that  day 
by  ascending  Mount  Deception,  which  is  well  named,  and 
affords   ample  fiitigue  for   unambitious   travellers.     The 
prospect  that  the  ensuing  day  would  bring  more  moderate 
weather  induced  me  to  prolong  my  stay  for  the  purpose 
of  ascending  the  loftiest. 

Mount  WiCshington  is  nearly  in  the  centre  of  a  con- 
tinued range  running  firom  north  to  south,  each  of  which 
is  named  after  the  presidents  of  the  United  States  in  suc- 
cession; but,  as  usual,  one  pohtical  party  of  the  people 
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will  not  consent  to  General  Jackson's  name  being  aggran^ 
dized  or  immortalized  in  the  range  of  White  Mountains. 
The  height  of  the  principal  of  this  chain  above  the  waters 
of  the  Connecticut  River  at  Lancaster,  300  miles  from  the 
sea,  is  as  follows:  Washington,  5849  feet;  Adams,  5382; 
Jefferson^  5280;  Madison,  5038;  Monroe,  4931 ;  Quincy, 
4470;  Pleasant,  or  Jackson,  4338.  T.  Crawford's  house 
is  635  higher  than  the  Willeys',  and  345  higher  than 
E.  Crawford's,  which  is  1069  feet  above  the  Connecticut. 
Avalanches  have  descended  from  all  the  summits,  and 
continued  for  a  great  distance  along  the  level  ground,  the 
largest  (which  is  from  Mount  Jackson)  being  upwards  of 
four  miles  in  length. 

At  half-past  four,  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  Octo- 
ber, I  set  off  in  company  with  a  guide  for  the  foot  of 
Mount  Washington,  leaving  the  selection  of  the  road  to 
my  steed,  which,  having  served  a  long  apprenticeship,  car- 
ried me  safely  through  the  Huckleberry  swamps  and  forest 
for  six  miles.  We  were  detained  a  few  minutes  by  some 
wind&lls,  which  the  guide  cleared  away  with  his  axe ;  and 
after  fording  two  small  creeks,  and  the  broad  bed  of  the 
Ammonoosuck  River  four  different  times,  we  arrived  at  a 
place  where  the  road  being  impassable  for  horses,  we  tied 
them  to  a  tree  and  commenced  the  ascent.  The  guide 
favoured  me  with  brief  advice  upon  the  thesis  of  ^^  Festina 
lent^,"  and,  profiting  by  his  hint  of  not  commencing  the 
journey  at  too  rapid  a  pace,  I  led  the  way  up  a  rough  and 
steep  path,  which  admitted  of  our  walking  only  in  Indian 
file.  It  became  excessively  precipitous  at  Jacob's  Ladder, 
100  feet  in  height,  which  is  formed  of  smooth  angular 
stones,  and  cotdd  not  be  ascended  except  by  assistance 
from  the  roots  of  neighbouring  trees.  The  lower  part  of 
the  mountain  was  covered  with  deep  moss  and  forest, 
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which  diminished  in  growth  as  we  ascended;  the  beach 
and  mountain-ash  gave  way  to  spruce,  which  dwindled  at 
every  step,  and  at  the  cape  of  a  long  projecting  ridge 
called  the  '^  Camel's  Rump"  it  did  not  grow  more  than 
six  inches  high,  the  branches  shooting  out  in  long  hori- 
zontal fibres,  inclined  towards  the  base,  as  if  seeking 
shelter  from  the  strong  gusts  of  wind  which  sweep  down 
the  mountain's  side.  At  Table  Rock,  two  miles  firom  the 
base,  all  rotation  ceased,  excepting  a  few  occasional 
patches  of  cranberries  and  coarse  grass,  which,  half  a  mile 
farther,  gave  place  to  sharp  glittering  fragments  of  rock, 
partly  overgrown  with  gray  moss.  All  natural  landmarks 
ceasing,  small  fragments  of  loose  stones  have  been  erected 
for  the  guidance  of  people  who  may  be  enveloped  in  the 
clouds.  After  climbing  up  one  or  two  steep  pitches,  we 
gained  the  summit  at  a  quarter  past  dght,  having  been  an 
hour  and  three  quarters  in  the  performance  of  three  miles 
from  the  base.  The  view  from  it  is  most  extensive,  nearly 
one  hundred  mountain  tops  rising  beneath  the  feet  like 
the  billowy  swellings  of  the  ocean ;  but  it  did  not,  I  must 
confess,  altogether  answer  my  expectations,  nor,  to  my 
taste,  was  it  equal  to  that  from  Mount  Holyoke,  where 
all  was  richness  and  life.  Here  was  an  unvaried  view  of 
mountain  and  dale  alike  covered  with  forest,  the  small 
settlements  but  indistinctly  visible  from  such  an  altitude, 
and  scarcely  relieving  so  dark  a  mass.  The  course  of  the 
rapid  Connecticut  was  marked  out  by  the  light  morning 
mist  floating  over  it;  the  green  mountains  of  Vermont 
were  visible  eighty  miles'  distant  in  the  west;  and  a 
long  streak  of  light,  far  away  upon  the  eastern  horizon, 
appeared  to  point  out  the  waters  of  the  broad  Atlantic; 
but  the  sun  shining  brightly  upon  the  surface  of  the  va- 
pours in  the  valleys  rendered  appearances   so  deceptive 
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that  it  was'  difficult  to  distinguish  between  them  and  the 
numerous  lakes  with  which  that  portion  of  die  country 
abounds. 

>  The  summits  of  all  the  White  Mountains,  excepting  that 
of  Washington,  which  has  a  short  flat  ridge  with  a  slight 
peak  at  each  end,  are  rounded  off,  and  composed  of  loose 
fragments  of  granite,  which,  at  the  distance  of  some  miles, 
assumes  the  white  'appearance  from  which  they  take  their 
name.  The  intense  heat  of  the  American  summer  usually 
thaws  the  snow  upon  them  by  the  end  of  August,  but  this 
year  it  was  found,  during  that  month,  nearly  ten  feet  deep 
in  the  ravines  upon  the  eastern  side,  and  for  several  days 
had  again  covered  the  last  mile  of  the  ascent  with  a  fresh 
coat.  The  walk  had  so  heated  me  that  when  I  sat  down 
on  the  cold  rock,  to  partake  of  our  bread  and  cheese  break- 
fast, with  ice  in  lieu  of  water  (the  springs  being  frozen), 
the  keen  air  almost  made  my  blood,  which  had  been  accus« 
tomed  to  warmer  climes,  freeze  in  my  veins,  the  thermo- 
meter standing  three  degrees  below  the  freezing  point  at 
nine  o*clock,  with  a  cloudless  sky.  The  Ammonoosuck 
River,  rising  in  a  smaQ  pond  between  the  summits  of 
Washington  and  Madison,  rushes  down  the  declivity  for 
4000  feet,  with  a  tumultuous  uproar,  and,  taking  its  course 
past  E.  Crawford's  house,  flows  into  the  Connecticut  a 
few  miles  below  Badi. 

I  found  the  descent  more  difficult,  though  more  rapid, 
than  the  ascent,  my  feet  slipping  from  under  me  several 
times  upon  the  icy  surface,  and  causing  me  to  shoot  farther 
a-head  than  my  own  free-will  would  have  dictated.  The 
guides  have  a  great  source  of  profit  in  the  beavers  with 
which  the  mountains  abound,  each  skin  producing  a  dollar. 
They  take  many  hundreds  of  them  in  the  autumn,  by 
means  of  traps  composed  of  a  larch  tree,  with  a  transverse 
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one  upon  it,  set  along  the  sides  of  the  path  at  forty  yards' 
distance  firom  each  other,  and  baited  with  meat.  In  two 
hours  we  gained  the  hotel,  nine  nnles  from  the  summit, 
and  taking  one  of  the  common  dearborns  or  waggons 
^Hiich  was  passing  a  few  minutes  after,  and  performed  the 
doty  of  the  mail  in  those  rough  roads,  I  proceeded  thirteen 
miles  through  an  uninhabited  district  to  Bethlehem,  the 
settlement  of  some  new  religious  sect,  and  arrived  at  Lit- 
tleton the  same  evening. 
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CHAPTER  XXVII. 


I  had  as  lief  be  a  Brownist  as  a  politician. 

Once  more  upon  the  waters!   yet  once  more ! 
And  the  waves  bound  beneath  me  as  a  steed 
That  knows  his  rider — welcome  to  their  roar '. 
Swift  be  their  guidance. 

My  native  hie,  lov'd  Albion. 


Shaksp^are. 


Byron, 
sotiisry. 


the  natural  atmosphere. 

Extremely  wholesome,  though  but  rarely  clear. 

By RON. 


The  23rd,  from  sunrise  to  smiset,  was  cold  and  rainy ;  and 
the  small  village  of  Littleton,  with  its  streams  and  streets 
blocked  up  with  rails  and  piles  of  timber,  presenting  no 
inducement  to  move  out,  my  morning  was  passed  away  in 
flattering  the  landlady's  vanity,  at  the  expense  of  my  own 
taste,  by  praising  a  wretched  daub  (evidently  the  handi- 
work of  some  9ign-painter)  intended  as  a  representation 
of  her  pretty  daughter,  and  afterwards  discussing  state 
affairs  with  a  weather-bound  American  traveller,  who  had 
settled  it  much  to  his  own  satisfaction,  notwithstanding  all 
my  assertions  to  the  contrary,  that  he  was  addressing  a 
colonel  high  in  command  in  the  British  army.  No  one 
upon  earth,  save  a  Yankee,  could  have  discovered  that  I 
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even  held  a  commission  of  any  degree ;  but  he  possesses 
a  kind  of  sleight-of-hand  method  of  undermining  and 
grabbing  out  news.     ''  Well  but,  Kernel,  you  are  taking 
minutes,  and  intend  publishing,  I  calclate  ?    You  can  pre- 
pare your  sketches  for  the  type?"    "Well  now,  I   de- 
clare there  is  Ethan  Crawford's  and  the  White  Mountains ! 
a'int  it  so  ?"    I  thought  the  man  must  be  a  decided  quiz^ 
and  resolved  tihat  he  should  not  have  all  the  sport  to  him- 
self, so  gave  him  a  story  or  two,  about  the  truth  of  which 
I  wished  him  to  be  rather  sceptical,  of  the  finger-nails  of 
the  ESast  Indian  devotees  growing  through  the  back  of 
their  hands — the  burning  of  widows — a  banian-tree  cover- 
ing several  acres  of  land — ^the  Arab  horses  eating  .sheeps' 
heads,  and  a  long  string  of  similar  marvellous  but  daily 
occurrences.    At  tiie  onset  his  countenance  assumed  a 
stare  of  the  greatest  admiration  and  astonishment;  but 
when  I  brought  the  sheeps'  heads  to  bear  in  full  force  h^ 
rose  from  his  chair,  and,  squirting  a  mouthful  of  tobacco- 
juice  into  the  grate,  walked  to   and  fro  upon  the  floor 
of  the  room,  with  his  hands  in   his  pockets,  whistling 
"Yankee  Doodle,"  and  thus  made  my  triumph  complete. 
I  rode  out  early  the  following  morning  to  the  iron-works 
at  Franconia,  about  six  miles  distant.    They  are  the  pro- 
perty of  a  Company,  and  produce  a  metal  of  sofl,  tough 
quality,  considered  superior  to  any  in  the  States.    The 
ore  is  found  in  considerable  quantities  in  the  hiUs,  three 
miles  distant,  and  supplies  another  foundry  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity ;  both  establishments,  however,  are  upon  a 
small  scale.     Pursuing  the  Plymouth  road  for  seven  miles, 
I  entered  the  Franconia  Notch,  a  continuation  of  the 
White  Mountains'  range,  and  visited  the  ^'  Profile  of  the 
Old  Man  of  the  Mountain,"  which  is  a  most  singular  lusus 
naturee.    An  exact  representation  of  the  human  features, 
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as  seen  in  profile,  is  most  correctly  delineated  by  the  hand 
of  nature  upon  the  brow  of  a  bare  rock  nearly  1000  feet  in 
perpendicular  height.  No  art  could  improve  the  effect, 
nor  could  any  attempt  be  made  to  assist  it ;  for,  the  profile 
being  seen  perfect  only  from  one  point,  the  slightest  de- 
viation £rom  that  spot  throws  all  into  a  confused  mass. 
The  upper  part  of  the  rock,  too,  upon  which  it  appears,  is 
so  overhanging  and  free  from  shrubs  for  nearly  200  feet 
that  all  access  to  it  is  impracticable.  One  branch  of  the 
Pemigewasset  River,  which  subsequently  takes  the  name 
of  the  Merrimac,  rises  in  a  small  pond  at  its  base,  and  op- 
posite to  Mount  La&yette,  which  is  4300  feet  in  height. 

We  set  off  the  same  afternoon  in  a  mail  cart  drawn  by 
one  horse,  over  a  hilly  road  and  a  good  fiEorning  country,  to 
the  Connecticut  River,  which  we  crossed  to  Waterford  in 
the  State  of  Vermont.  Walking  into  a  small  tavern  at 
seven  o'clock,  during  the  time  our  solitary  horse  was  re- 
lieving, we  found  a  fine  portly  landlord,  sitting  with  his 
Ic^  crossed,  reading  a  newspaper  by  the  blaze  of  a  cheer- 
ful wood-fire.  '^  Oood  evening.  Colonel,"  said  the  driver ; 
^'  tamal  cold  weather  this."  '^  Aye,"  answered  the  gallant 
officer,  rising  from  his  arm-chair  to  make  room  for  us, 
and  resembling  a  trundling  hogshead  of  ale  in  colour  and 
shape,  as  he  moved  towards  the  bar;  ^'you  are  here 
sooner  than  I  calc'lated ;  I've  been  at  work  fixing  the  road 
till  sun-down,  and  making  it  as  easy  for  you  as  I  could  by 
throwing  dirt  on  it."  So,  in  truth,  it  proved ;  for  we  could 
scarcely  move  two  miles  an  hour  through  this  marsh  of 
his  creation.  I  had  firequentiy  taken  notice  of  this  novel 
method  of  making  or  repairing  a  road  in  these  parts  of 
the  States.  The  art  consisted  in  first  turning  the  ground 
up  with  a  common  plough,  which  was  followed  by  a 
slightiy-curved,  broad  board,  edged  with  iron,  and  a  long 
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handle  attached,  which,  upon  being  elevated  by  the  person 
who  had  the  guidance  of  the  machine,  penetrated  the  loose 
earth,  and  scooped  itself  full,  when,  being  again  depressed, 
the  load  was  moved  by  a  yoke  of  oxen  to.  that  part  of  the 
road  which  required  repairs,  and  not  unfrequendy  was  it 
emptied  into  a  deep  rut  filled  with  water.  The  Americans 
in  general  are  not  much  given  to  wasting  time,  labour,  and 
expense,  upon  the  highways.  During  a  journey  of  1 500 
miles  I  did  not  see  a  solitary  labourer  employed  upon 
them. 

Three  hours'  cold  drive  over  the  same  miserable  roads 
took  us  by  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  to  Cabot, 
nine  miles  from  Danville,  where  we  had  passed  the  night. 
Thence  passing  the  pretty  falls  of  the  Winooskie,  which 
rushed  over  a  forest-Crowned  precipice  by  the  road  side,  we 
continued  along  the  course  of  the  stream  to  Montpelier, 
the  capital  of  Vermont,  containing  2000  inhabitants,  and 
situated  in  a  retired  valley  about  half  a  mQe  wide,  en- 
circled by  lofiy  hills,  and  at  the  junction  of  the  Onion  and 
Winooskie  rivers.  It  was  a  day  of  election,  and  the  State- 
house,  a  shabby-looking  edifice  occupying  one  side  of  a 
square,  was  crowded  with  the  inhabitants,  amongst  whom 
a  great  sensation  had  been  created  by  the  proposed  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  government  to  Burlington  on  Lake 
Champlain,  thirty-eight  miles  distant. 

Six  horses  took  us  rapidly  firom  Montpelier  along  the 
margin  of  the  Onion  River,  a  narrow  stream,  but  subject 
to  heavy  and  sudden  floods.  The  preceding  year  all  the 
mills  and  factories  at  Middlesex,  through  which  we  passed, 
were  carried  away  by  the  waters,  and  in  many  instances 
rough  gravel-beds,  or  plains  of  white  sand,  had  been  left 
in  exchange  for  rich  and  fertile  meadows.  One  house 
was  pointed  out  to  me  as  having  floated  three-quarters  of 
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a  mile  from  its  original  position^  without  much  apparent 
injury ;  another  had  been  left  by  the  retiring  of  the  waters 
on  its  gable  end,  and  many  had  been  swept  away  with  all 
the  proprietors'  goods  and  chattels  towards  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  Not  a  bridge  escaped  uninjured :  we  crossed  one, 
constructed  entirely  of  thick  planks,  upon  a  similar  prin- 
ciple, and  with  similar  success,  to  the  sloop  ^*  Experiment" 
at  Washington.  Symptoms  of  yielding  to  passing  car- 
riages early  appeared,  and  the  centre  was  now  strength- 
ened and  supported  by  strong  props  £r6m  the  bed  of  the 
river.  The  coachman  pulled  up  for  a  few  minutes  to  enable 
us  to  take  a  peep  at  the  natural  bridge  near  Bolton,  the  road 
passing  within  a  few  feet  of  the  deep  chasm  at  whose  base 
it  is  formed.  Appearances  plainly  demonstrate  that  the  ridge 
which  appears  on  each  bank  was  originally  connected, 
forming  the  dam  of  a  large  lake,  and  that  the  bridge  was 
caused  by  the  waters  forcing  the  barrier,  and  the  falling 
masses  of  rock  becoming  wedged  in  the  narrow  space. 
Four  or  five  miles  farther  is  seen  the  loftiest  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Camel's  Rump, 
from  the  form  of  its  summit,  which  however  bears  a  much 
closer  resemblance  to  the  Lion  Couchant  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  whole  journey  from  Montpelier  was 
delightfully  pleasant,  and  through  a  most  romantic  valley, 
from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile  in  width,  bounded  by 
abrupt  limestone  rocks,  which  rose  at  intervals,  with  the 
lofty  range  of  the  Ghreen  Mountains  in  their  rear.  Exten- 
sive farms  of  rich  alluvial  soil  occupied  either  side  of  the 
Onion  River,  and  numerous  picturesque  villages  were 
scattered  over  the  &ce  of  a  hilly  and  wooded  country. 

The  sun  had  set  ere  we  arrived  within  view  of  the 
buildings  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  which  crown  the 
eminence  at  the  entrance  to  Burlington.    My  limited  time 
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would  not  admit  of  a  stay  of  any  duiatioiv  but  it  appeared^ 
en  passant,  a  neat,  pretty  town,  built  on  a  Ught,  sandy 
soil,  rising  gradually  from  the  Lake.  Taking  the  steamer 
which  touched  at  ten  o'clock  the  same  night  on  its  pas- 
sage from  St.  John's,  on  the  Sorel  River,  we  proceeded 
down  Champlain,  with  a  cabin  full  of  fiery,  hot-headed 
Clayites  and  Jacksonmen,  each  espousing  the  cause  of  hi» 
favourite  candidate  so  warmly  that  sleep  was  out  of  the 
question  for  any  of  the  non*combatants.  Fatigued  vriih 
the  length  of  my  day's  journey,  I  retired  early  to  my  berth 
for  the  purpose  of  inviting  the  drowsy  god ;  but,  the  war 
of  words  waging  louder  and  louder^  I  relinqmshed  it,  for 
the  sake  of  learning  whether  any  individual  could  possibly 
broach  any  thing  new  upon  the  subject.  The  only  instance 
that  occurred  was  in  the  person  of  a  taU,  broad-shouldered 
Kentuckian,  some  six  feet  two  inches  in  height,  who,  to 
my  infinite  satisfaction,  put  an  end  to  the  discussion,  and 
dispersed  the  entire  conclave,  by  saying  to  a  Utde  Clayman, 
^^  You  are  a  pretty  samjde  of  a  white  man,  now  a'int  you  ? 
I  wish  I  had  a  tallow-candle  here  to  grease  your  head,  and 
I  would  swallow  you  whole."  The  man  of  Clay,  though 
little  in  body,  was  great  in  spirit,  and,  nothing  daunted, 
drew  himself  up  to  his  utmost  height,  which  did  not  ex- 
ceed  five  feet  three,  and  biistling  up  to  the  tall  Kentuckian 
he  answered,  with  a  warlike  shake  of  his  head,  '*  You  would 
find  me  a  hitter  pill,  I  guess."  The  several  disputants, 
however,  slunk  off  to  their  cots  before  the  wrath  of  the 
western  giant,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  more,  all  electioneer- 
ing animosities  appeared  buried  in  temporary  oblivion,  or 
superseded  by  the  long  and  deep-drawn  breath  which  issued 
from  t^eir  respective  berths. 

We  passed  the  classical  spot  of  Ticonderoga,  the  scene 
of  so  much  bloodshed,  at  break  of  day,  and  arrived  within 
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a  mile  of  Whitehall  by  eight  o'clock,  when,  the  river  be- 
coming too  narrow  for  the  steamer,  the  passengers  walked 
to  the  town  over  a  flat,  swampy  ground,  and  immediately 
after  breakfast  embarked  in  a  packet-boat,  on  the  Cham- 
plain  and  Hudson  Canal.  The  piers  were  covered  with 
people,  who  assembled  to  witness  the  starting  of  the  op- 
position coaches  and  boats,  which,  as  usual  elsewhere, 
were  exerting  themselves  to  ruin  each  other.  A  steamer 
gained  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  start,  but  six  horses  towed 
us  through  t^e  water  at  a  half  canter,  and  we  overtook 
it  upon  the  point  of  entering  a  lock,  when  it  again  gained 
a  few  minutes  by  leaving  it  full  of  water.  Any  one  would 
have  imagined  that  aU  the  passengers  had  some  great  stake 
at  risk,  so  laboriously  did  they  toil  at  opening  the  gates, 
and  exert  themselves  to  gain  upon  their  rival.  The  road 
running  parallel  with  the  canal^  I  stepped  into  a  coach 
which  was  pursuing  the  same  route,  my  baggage  in  the 
hurry  bemg  thrown  ashore  most  imceremoniously.  The 
steamer's  progress  through  the  water  being  impeded  by 
having  her  paddles  under  the  centre  of  th^  vessel,  she 
was  soon  left  far  in  the  rear. 

Two  miles  beyond  the  long  straggling  village  of  Fort 
Anne,  we  entered  upon  the  military  road  constructed  by 
General  Burgoyne  for  the  transportation  of  his  batteaux 
and  artillery,  on  the  march  fironi  Quebec  upon  the  Hudson 
in  1777>  two  months  previous  to  his  surrender  at  Saratoga. 
Portions  of  it  are  at  this  time  in  an  excellent  state  of  pre- 
servation, though  upon  the  marshy  ground  it  is  formed 
of  the  trunks  of  trees  a  la  corduroy.  It  takes  nearly  a 
direct  line  for  the  town  of  Sandy  Hill,  below  which  the 
British  General  threw  a  bridge  of  rafb  across  the  river,  and 
took  post  at  Saratoga  on  the  opposite  bank.  At  the  last- 
named  town,  twenty  miles  from  Whitehall,  we  gained  the 
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first  view  of  the  Hudson,  which  is  here  about  200  yards 
wide,  and  bounds,  murmuring  between  high  and  weU-cul- 
tivated  banks,  over  a  succession  of  shallows,  with  a  descent 
of  seventy  feet  in  a  quarter  of  a  mile.    Descending  the  hill 
into  Fort  Edward,  two  miles  farther,  an  aged  pine  tree, 
whose  summit  has  been  blasted  by  the  lightning,  is  seen 
within  a  few  yards  to  the  right  of  the  road^    By  the  side 
of  the  spring  at  its  foot,  the  melancholy  murder  of  Miss 
M'Crae  was  perpetrated  by  the  Indians  who  accompanied 
Burgoyne's  army  in  the  disastrous  expedition  of  1777* 
This  young  lady,  who  resided  at  Fort  Edward,  was  both 
beautiful  and  highly  accomplished,  and  was  contracted  in 
marriage  to  a  refugee  officer  of  the  name  of  Jones,  in  the 
British  service,  who,  anxious  that  the  union  should  take 
place,  despatched  a  party  of  Indians  to  escort  her  to  the 
British  camp.    In  opposition  to  the  wishes  and  intreatiea 
of  her  firiends,  she  willingly  entrusted  herself  to  their  charge, 
but  had  proceeded  only  thus  ftr  upon  the  journey  when 
they  were  met  by  another  party,  sent  upon  the  same 
errand.    A  dispute  arising  about  the  promised  reward  (a 
barrel  of  rum),  she  was  slain  in  a  fit  of  savage  passion  by 
the  chief,  from  whose  hands  she  was  snatched,  and  her 
scalp  carried  to  her  agoniaed  lover,  who  was  anxiously 
expecting  the  return  of  the  parties,  as  a  testimony  that 
they  had  not  fidled  in  part  performance  of  their  commis- 
sion.   It  is  said  that  the  officer  died  soon  after  of  a  broken 
heart.    The  Americans  at  that  time  industriously  promul* 
gated  a  report  throughout  the  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  further  incensing  the  people  against  the  English,  and 
widening  the  breach  between  the  provinces  and  the  mother 
country,  that  the  unfortunate  young  lady  had  been  mur- 
dered by  the  express  desire  of  General  Burgoyne,  and  that 
he  had  actually  paid  a  reward  to  the  Indians  for  her  scalp. 
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Such  was  the  tenor  of  a  letter  from  Gates,  the  American 
Greneral,  who  did  not  hesitate  in  the  most  direct  terms  to 
accuse  the  British  chieftain  of  so  revolting  a  deed.  Bur- 
goyne's  answer  was  spirited  and  manly :  he  said  that,  in  this 
instance,  he  was  induced  to  deviate  from  his  general  rule 
of  ^'  disdaining  to  justify  himself  against  the  rhapsodies  of 
fiction  and  calumny/'  lest  silence  should  be  construed  into 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  chaige,  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressing his  abhorrence  of  the  deed  in  these  words :  ^'  By 
this  motive,  and  upon  tibis  only,  I  condescend  to  inform 
you  that  I  wonld  not  be  conscious  of  the  acts  you  pre- 
sume to  impute  to  me  for  the  whole  continent  of  America, 
though  the  wealth  of  worlds  was  in  its  bowels,  and  a  para- 
dise upon  its  surface/'  We  have  seen  that  Dr.  Emmons 
has  charged  the  British  with  having  committed  similar 
barbarities  during  t^e  late  war,  and  doubtless  for  similar 
laiidabU  purposes.  The  tree,  with  Miss  M'Crae's  initials 
engraven  upon  it,  still  continues  an  object  of  veneration  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  village;  and  an  old-fashioned  house 
was  pointed  out  to  me,  near  the  outline  of  an  ancient 
French  fort,  as  being  the  residence  of  the  unfortunate 
yonng  lady.  Her  remains  w^re  removed  eight  or  nine 
years  since  fit)m  the  spot  where  she  fell  to  Fort  Edward 
Church. 

Three  miles  below  Fort  Miller,  the  sur&ce  of  the  coun- 
try becoming  more  broken,  we  crossed  t^e  river  to  the 
right  bank.  The  canal,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  road, 
crosses  at  the  same  time,  by  means  of  a  dam  to  lull  the 
rapids,  thrown  across  the  stream  some  distance  below  the 
bridge ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  we  arrived  at  Schuylerville, 
the  scene  of  Buigoyne's  surrender.  The  field  in  which 
the  British  laid  down  their  arms  is  upon  a  long  plain, 
between  two  ranges  of  heights,  near  the  banks  of  the 
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Hudson.   We  changed  horses  and  coachman  at  the  village, 
the  latter  mounting  his  seat  in  such  a  disgraceful  state  of 
intoxication  that  he  could  not  even  see  the  mns,  but 
attempted  to  make  amends  by  the  use  of  his  whip,  with 
which  he  plied  the  horses  so  immoderately  that  they 
whirled  us  along  at  full  gallop  over  hill  and  dal^  with  the 
coach  at  a  most  alarming  vicinity  to  a  fiffcy-foot  precipice 
whose  base  was  washed  by  the  river,  with  no  defence  nor 
guard  between  them.    After  he  had  twice  fallen  firom  his 
seat  and  injured  himself  severely,  we  resolved  to  run  no 
further  risks,  but  alighted  upon  the  field  of  battle  of  Bemus' 
Heights,  eight  miles  firom  Schuylerville,  and,  having  taken  a 
short  inspection  of  the  ground,  proceeded  onwards  arfoot. 
A  farmer  overtaking  us  in  his  waggon,  proposed  to  convey 
us  to  the  next  town,  six  miles  distant,  where  we  arrived 
about  an  hour  after  our  baggage.    After  twice  crossing  the 
river  again,  once  by  bridge  at  Waterford,  and  by  ferry  at 
Troy,  four  miles  lower  down,  we  arrived  at  Albany,  the 
capital  of  the  state  of  New  York,  when  the  night  was  fiur 
advanced. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  following  morning,  we  proceeded  in 
the  Champlain,  a  splendid  steamer,  down  the  Hudson. 
The  channel,  for  several  miles  below  Albany,  is  intricate 
and  shallow;  the  banks  low,  not  well  cultivated,  and  pos- 
sessing but  little  interest,  until  we  came  to  Coxsadde 
Landing,  when  they  become  more  elevated,  and  the  scenery 
gradually  improve^  as  the  stream  approadies  the  ocean. 
The  lofiky  range  of  the  Catskill  Mountains  are  seen  rearing 
their  wooded  summits  to  the  height  of  3800  feet,  ten  miles 
distant  firom  the  right  bank,  with  the  long  white  buildings 
of  an  hotel,  the  favourite  rendeavous  of  New  York  fashion- 
ables in  the  summer  season,  at  the  cool  elevation  of  2200 
feet  above  the  Hudson.    A  few  miles  below,  at  Kingston  ^ 
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and  Redhook,  is  the  only  considerable  group  of  gentle- 
men's country  residences  (in  the  English  acceptation  of 
the  term)  I  had  seen,  which  have  more  an  air  of  aristocracy 
about  them  than  the  houses  in  any  other  part  of  the  States 
I  visited.  They  are  prettily  scattered  along  the  margin  of 
the  river  for  an  extent  of  several  miles,  with  extensive 
pleasure  grounds  attached  to  them. 

I  took  advantage  of  the  steamer  touching,  to  land  at 
West  Point,  the  seat  of  the  Grovemment  Military  Aca* 
demy,  94  miles  from  Albany.  It  is  situated  in  a  romantic 
spot  at  the  entrance  to  the  Highlands,  a  mountainous 
rocky  ridge,  mnning  parallel  with  the  Hudson  on  both 
banks  for  twenty  miles,  and  generally  rising  very  abruptly 
from  the  water  to  various  heights,  from  800  to  1600  feet. 
The  Cadets'  Barracks,  the  same  formal  and  substantially- 
built  edifices  as  elsewhere  for  similar  purposes,  with  the 
houses  of  the  commandant  and  officers  attached  to  the 
institution,  form  nearly  three  sides  of  a  square,  with  a 
parade-ground  in  die  open  space,  upon  a  plain  about  200 
feet  above  the  river.  The  rear  is  sheltered  from  the  south 
and  west  by  a  hill  600  feet  in  height,  crowned  by  the  rem- 
nants of  a  revolutionary  fort,  which  are,  as  the  Americans 
boast,  the  only  ruins  in  the  United  States.  In  a  redoubt 
at  an  angle  of  the  parade-ground,  a  white  marble  monu- 
ment is  inscribed  with  the  name  of  Kosciusko,  the  Polish 
patriot,  who  resided  in  a  small  house  on  the  sloping  bank 
of  the  river,  and  occupied  much  of  his  time  in  cultivating 
a  garden,  which  still  bears  marks  of  his  industry  and  taste. 
West  Point  was  one  of  the  strongest  American  holds 
during  the  war  of  independence,  and  is  celebrated  as  being 
the  cause  of  the  unfortunate  Major  Andre's  death.  Colo- 
nel Beverly  Robinson's  house,  which  was  confiscated  in 
consequence  of  the  active  part  the  proprietor  took  in 
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bringing  about  ihe  ocmferenoe  between  Andr^  and  Arnold, 
is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  visible  from  the 
parad&froand. 

The  institation  received  its  first  oiganintion  by  an  act 
of  Congress  in  1812.  The  number  of  students  is  limited 
to  250,  all  of  whom  are  educated  and  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  the  general  Government^  the  annual  cost  of 
each  being  about  72/.  steriing.  At  this  time  there  was 
nearly  the  full  complement,  being  a  much  greater  number 
than  is  required  for  the  officering  of  the  small  American 
standing  army  of  6000  men ;  but  many  of  those  eduaded 
here  prove  of  infinite  service  in  the  superintendence  of 
public  works  as  civil  engineers,  and  in  organizing  the 
militia.  The  average  number  of  those  who  are  commis- 
sioned in  the  regular  army  from  the  academy  but  little 
exceeds  one-third  of  those  who  are  entered  at  it ;  about 
one-eighth  are  discharged,  and  the  remaining  proportion 
resign.  They  are  permitted  to  enter  betwe^  the  ages  of 
14  and  22,  preference  beii^  given  to  the  applications  of 
the  sons  of  officers  engaged  in  the  revolutionary  war;  and 
next  to  the  sons  of  officers  kiUed  in  action,  or  the  sons  of 
deceased  officers  who  were  engaged  during  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain.  The  system  of  education  and  military 
drill  are  taken  closely  firom  that  off  the  French,  and  I  verily 
believe  that  the  Americans  would  give  the  preference  to 
a  system  which  emanated  firom  that  nation,  though  it  were 
inferior  to  that  in  practice  in  England.  The  driUs  are  con- 
fined to  the  infantry  and  artillery  service,  there  being  no 
riding-school  nor  detachment  of  cavalry  at  the  station,  for 
instruction  in  that  useful  arm  of  war&re,  which  will  daily 
become  more  requisite  as  the  forests  disappear  before  the 
woodman's  axe.  In  many  respects  the  site  of  the  Aca- 
demy is  an  ill-chosen  and  inconvenient  one,  the  ground 
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being  too  contracted  and  abrupt  for  cavalry  movements,  in 
case  they  should  be  required,  and  too  rocky  for  the  con- 
struction of  field  works  and  landscape  sketching.  It  can- 
not be  a  matter  of  surprise  that  so  many  of  the  young 
men  resign  their  claims  to  commissions,  the  army  being 
scattered  in  distant  and  small  detachments  along  some 
thousands  of  miles  of  coast  and  frontier,  many  of  them 
removed  fiir  away  out  of  the  pale  of  all  society,  which,  in 
times  of  peace,  tends  so  much  to  render  the  profession  an 
agreeable  one.  The  ranks  of  it  are  also  recruited  with 
great  difficulty,  and  many  European  emigrants  may  be 
found  serving  under  the  American  standard.  The  very 
nature  of  the  govermnent  totally  unfits  the  people  for 
strict  military  discipline;  they  are  more  calculated  for 
militia  and  active  irreguhur  warfiure  than  for  garrison  or 
outpost  duties.  Although  the  term  of  enlistment  is  for  a 
very  limited  period  (five  years  only,  I  believe),  desertions 
thin  their  ranks  daily,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  bearing  date  22nd  of  Fe^ 
bruary,   1830: — 


Year, 

Detertwnt* 

Courte  Martial. 

Cott,  m  otoUars. 

1823 

668 

1093 

.        58,677 

1824 

811 

•    .      1175 

70,398 

1825 

803 

1208 

67,488 

1826 

636 

1115 

59,393 

1827 

848 

991 

61,344 

1828 

820 

1476 

62,137 

1829 

.       1083 

•    '     '       "'         • 

96,826 

So,  calculating  the  army  at  6000,  which  is  its  utmost  extent, 
upwards  of  one-fifth  have  deserted  and  one-fourth  have 
been  tried  by  courts'-martial  during  the  last  year  included 
in  the  above  return ;  and,  taking  that  of  the  lowest  year, 
one  in  nine  have  deserted,  and  one  in  six  have  been  tried 
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by  a  military  court !    The  general  average  gives  the  nam* 
ber  of  desertions  in  nine  years  equal  to  the  whole  army, 
and  that  of  courts'-martial  equal  to  it  in  four  years.    De- 
sertions from  the  English  troops  on  the  American  fron- 
tier, I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  not  unfrequent,  but  they 
are    extremely    insignificant   when    compared    with    the 
above.    That  the  present  standing  army  of  the  United 
States  is  too  small  for  even  cheeking  the  predatory  incur* 
sions  of  the  Indians  is  evident  from  the  drcumstanoe  that, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians, 
near  the  Illinois  territory,  immediately  after  my  arrival  in 
America,  a  placard,  addressed    ''to  the  Patriotic  Toung 
Men  of  New  York,"  was  posted  in  every  consfncuous 
part  of  that  city,  stating  that  500  volunteers  were  ''re- 
quired for  immediate  service  upon  the  north-west  frontier." 
I  could  not  ascertain  whether  any  such  soldiers  of  a  day 
composed  part  of  the  force  which  proceeded  upon  service, 
but  nearly  an  entire  division  of  which  deserted  to  Upper 
Canada  when  their  more  dreaded  enemy,  the  cholera,  ap- 
peared amongst  the  ranks. 

I  twice  saw  the  cadets  at  drill,  but  their  long  hair,  dirty 
gray  uniform,  and  want  of  erect  military  carriage,  were  suf- 
ficient to  mar  the  appearance  of  the  finest  body  of  men  in 
the  world  under  arms.  The  words  of  command,  too,  were 
issued  in  such  a  drawling,  careless  tone  of  voice,  t^at  the 
movements  were  necessarily  performed  in  a  similar  man- 
ner,—devoid  of  all  smartness  and  predsion.  The  interior 
economy  of  the  establishment,  however,  is  said  to  be  well 
conducted,  and  strict  discipline  ia  enforced  by  Colonel 
Thayer,  the  present  gentlemanly  and  able  commandant. 
Though  the  soldierlike  appearance  of  the  cadets  mi^t  not 
have  exactly  come  up  to  my  expectations,  yet,  if  ever  the 
two  nations  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet  again  in  hostile 
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array,  the  good  effects  of  this  institution  will  be  apparent 
in  the  polished  manners  and  information  acquired  there  by 
the  American  officers.  In  former  campaigns,  generals  have 
been  called  from  the  rear  of  their  counters  to  assume  the 
command  of  armies,  and  men  who  could  not  even  sign 
their  name,  from  the  plough  to  head  divisions.  Owing  to 
the  scattered  state  of  the  forces,  it  was  my  fortune  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  only  few  military  and  naval  officers ; 
but  the  uniform  attention  and  kindness  I  experienced  firom 
all  was  such  that  I  should  feel  proud  in  being  enabled  to 
render  similar  courtesies  to  any  one  bearing  a  commission 
from  the  United  States. 

We  embarked  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  of  October  in 
the  gigantic  steamer,  the  *^  North  America,"  which  shot 
thro.ugh  the  Highlands  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  miles  an 
hour.  I  should  have  had  all  the  New-Yorkers  up  in  arms, 
and  inveighing  against  me  in  no  measured  terms,  had  I 
ventured  to  express  any  thing  like  disappointment  at  the 
scenery  of  the  Hudson.  But  so  it  was,  and  my  expecta- 
tions were, not  realized;  because,  as  at  the  Falls  of  the 
Mohawk,  its  beauties  had  been  much  overrated.  I  had 
generally  heard  the  Hudson  compared  to  the  Rhine,  and 
many,  indeed,  professed  to  think  it  superior ;  but  my  want 
of  taste  (I  should  imagine)  would  no  more  admit  of  such  a 
comparison  than  it  would  that  New  York  and  London 
should  be  mentioned  in  the  same  breath.  The  scenery 
between  Albany  and  West  Point  is  not  in  any  ways  re- 
markable; the  Highlands,  when  taken  separately,  have 
nothing  interesting,  and  no  single  reach  of  the  river  pos- 
sesses any  particular  beauty.  The  rocky  hills,  covered 
with  a  thin  and  low  growth  of  trees,  approach  to  the 
water's  edge,  without  any  signs  of  cultivation  or  habita- 
tions to  give  the  scenery  life.    The  tout  ensen^k  is  aU 
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tihat  is  pleasing,  and  the  nameroos  craggy  precij^ces  tower- 
ing one  above  another  alone  possess  any  claims  to  the 
picturesque.  I  had  kept  the  Hudson  in  reserve,  as  a  kind 
of  botme  bauehsy  previous  to  my  immediati*,  departure  for 
England,  expecting  that  I  might  see  it  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage at  a  late  season  in  the  year.  For  this  hint  I  was 
indebted  to  the  great  American  novelist,  and  shall  make  a 
short  e3rtaract  from  the  ^^Spy"  as  being  more  graphical 
than  any  thing  I  can  compose  upon  the  subject,  and  as 
exonerating  me  from  the  trouble  of  penning  a  laboured 
description.  '^  To  be  seen  in  their  perfection,  the  High- 
lands must  be  passed  immediately  after  the  fiill  of  the  leaf. 
The  picture  is  then  in  its  chastest  kee{nng;  for  neither  the 
scanty  foliage  which  the  summer  lends  the  trees  nor  the 
snows  of  winter  are  present  to  conceal  the  minutest 
object  from  the  eye.  Chitting  soliivde  is  the  characteristic 
of  the  scenery ;  nor  is  the  mind  at  liberty,  as  in  March,  to 
look  forward  to  a  renewed  y^etation  that  is  soon  to  check, 
without  improving  the  view." 

After  passing  the  Highlands,  the  river  expands  into 
several  fine  bap,  and  the  shores  assume  a  more  fertOe 
appearance.  In  turn  we  rapidly  passed  the  extensive  pile 
of  buildings  of  Sing-Sing  state  prison,  conducted  on  a 
similar  system  to  Auburn,  and  Tarry-town  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sleepy  Hollow,  of  Sketch-book  memory,  with  Tappan 
upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay  of  that  name.  A  pas- 
senger pointed  out  to  me  a  spot  upon  the  road  which  winds 
down  the  side  of  a  hill  from  the  Highlands  into  the  little 
village  of  Tarry-town,  where  the  tree  formerly  stood 
under  which  the  three  militia-men  were  playing  at  cards, 
when  Major  Andr^  rode  up,  and,  losing  his  usual  presence 
of  mind,  was  captured;  one  of  the  three  men  is  yet  living. 
I  perfectly  agreed  in  the  old  passenger's  remark,  as  he 
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was  relating  how  he  had  played  under  the  very  tree  when 
a  child,  ^'  that  Andr^  was  too  nrach  of  a  gentleman  and 
too  honourable  a  man  for  the  undertaking/'  I  beheve 
that  the  Americans  generally  sympathized  in  his  fate,  and 
that  great  efibrts  were  made  by  Washington  to  capture 
Arnold,  and  thus  save  Andr^.  Though  it  must  be  allowed 
that  he  suffered  according  to  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare, 
yet  still  I  am  one  of  those  who  think,  considering  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  that  Andr^  might  have  been 
well  spared,  and  such  an  act  of  mercy  would  have  added 
another  ray  to  the  lustre  of  Washington's  name.  Andre's 
remains  were  removed  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
George  III.  from  the  valley  in  rear  of  Tappan,  to  a  vault 
in  Westminster  Abbey.* 

The  Ffedisadoes,  a  range  of  perpendicular  fluted  rocks, 
like  the  Giant's  Causeway  in  Ireland,  extend  along  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  to  the  height  of  200  feet,  and 
exdude  aU  prospects  of  the  interior  for  twenty  miles  below 
Tappan.  The  opposite  side  is  also  high  ground,  but  inter- 
spersed with  villages  and  cultivated  lands.  The  evening 
had  set  in  by  the  time  we  approached  New  York,  where 
the  long  lines  of  streets,  running  in  a  direct  line  from  the 
river,  brillianUy  lighted  with  gas,  and  steamers  momen- 
tarily passing  us,  which  lefl  a  long,  fiery,  comet-like  train 
of  sparks  from  the  many  chimneys  of  their  timber-fed 
furnaces,  presented  altogether  a  fine  Vauzhall  effect.  In 
three  hours  and  a  half  firom  the  time  we  had  left  West 
Point,  we  landed  at  New  York,  fifty  miles  distant,  though 
a  flood-tide  had  been  making  against  us  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  time.  The  **  Champlain,"  in  which  I  embarked 
at  Albany,  performed  the  entire  trip  of  144  miles  in  little 

*  Vide  Appendix  3. 
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more  than  nine  hoars,  indnding  fourteen  stoppages  to  land 
passengers,  being  an  arerage  speed  of  nineteen  miles  per 
hour. 

The  city  had  now  resomed  its  wonted  gaiety^  the  cho- 
lera panic  had  ceased;  the  dtiaens  had  returned  to  their 
customary  occupations,  and  Broadway  was  again  thronged 
with  carriages  and  the  battery  with  loungers.  The  theatres 
were  re-opened;  the  witty  auctioneer  was  again  punning 
to  a  crowded  room ;  and  on  Italian  company  had  esta- 
blished themselves,  bidding  fair  to  supersede  the  per- 
formers of  the  drama  in  public  opinion ;  in  short,  all  care 
sqppeared  to  have  vanished  with  the  pestOence.  It  now 
only  wanted  two  or  three  da3rs  to  the  commencement  of 
the  quadrennial  election,  and  new  squibs  or  caricatures 
were  hourly  teeming  from  the  press.  Hickory-trees,  em- 
blems of  the  Jackson  party,  were  planted  in  many  streets 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  and  were  as  often  cut  down 
during  the  night  by  the  advocates  of  Clay.  I  saw  one, 
nearly  60  feet  in  height,  brought  across  the  East  River  from 
Brooklyn,  accompanied  by  a  grand  display  of  boais,  co- 
lours, and  music,  and  afterwards  planted  with  much  cere- 
mony upon  one  of  the  quays.  Every  one  assured  me  that 
party  spirit  had  not  run  so  high  since  the  republic  had 
been  acknowledged,  and  I  can  certainly  testify  that  the 
whole  country  was  in  a  perpetual  state  of  ferment  from  the 
day  of  my  landing  until  that  of  my  embarkation  for  Eng- 
land. 

There  is  generally  a  break  in  the  weather  in  the  month 
of  October,  which,  from  being  cold  and  boisterous,  be- 
comes mild  and  genial  as  spring  during  several  days,  and 
is  termed  ^'Indian  summer."  It  continued  during  my 
stay  in  New  York,  nor  could  any  thing  be  more  delight^ 
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fully  pleasant  than  it  was.  The  few  days  I  had  to  remain 
ashore  were  passed  in  visiting  Staten  Island  and  Ae  sor- 
rounding  country,  which  I  had  omitted  during  my  former 
visit.  I  also  attended  the  Bowery  Theatre  one  evening 
to  witness  the  performance  of  a  new  national  drama,  en- 
titled ^^  the  Cradle  of  liberty/'  in  which,  as  usual,  all  the 
wit  was  upon  one  side,  and  levelled  point  blank  at  the 
British.  PMriotic  saitiments  were  received  most  enthu- 
siastically, and  one — ^'ihe  proud  flag  of  England  shall  be 
lowered  never  again  to  rise"— created  most  tumultuous  ap- 
plause. The  plot  throughout  was,  however,  a  most  meagre 
production,  and  the  composition  replete  with  plagiarisms, 
from  the  opening  scene  to  the  fidl  of  the  green  curtain. 

At  sunset,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1832,  the  packet- 
ship,  '^  North  America,''  of  620  tons,  in  which  I  had  en- 
gaged a  passage,  was  dear  of  Sandy  Hook,  and  standing 
out  to  sea  in  a  thick  haze  before  a  southerly  wind.  The 
London  and  Havre  packets  were  in  company,  but  our 
swift  sailing  run  them  huU  down  in  a  few  short  hours,  and 
we  met  not  a  single  vessel  firom  that  time  until  we  entered 
the  chops  of  the  channel. 

Scarcely  any  thing  can  exceed  the  comfort  and  attention 
experienced  on  board  the  American  padcet  ships,  where 
the  cabins  are  fitted  up  in  a  costiy  and  el^ant  style,  and 
the  dinner-table  is  loaded  with  a  profusion  of  delicades. 
When  in  addition  to  these  recommendations  there  is  a 
gentiemanly  Captain  and  an  agreeable  party  of  passengers 
(as  in  this  instance),  even  the  most  misanthropic  being 
might  live  with  few  regrets  during  a  voyage  across  what 
has  now  become  a  mere  ferry.  Late  on  the  5th  day  we 
were  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  with  a  heavy  swell, 
and  thirty-five  fathoms  water.  The  wind  lulled  for  a  few 
hours,  as  if  in  order  to  enable  us  to  heave  to  under  our 
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niatii-t(^>iail  and  take  thirty  ood^fiah^  wheo  a  north* 
weateariy  gak  qningiiqi^  up,  yn&.  aharp  aqnaUa  and  rain^ 
we  soaddad  before  it,  and  on  the  14th  day  were  m  aight 
of  the  hi^  knda  round  Bantry  Bay  and  Cape  CSear, 
Ireland,  9000  milea  fitnn  our  atarting  "poaL 

The  weather  now  became  aerene  and  beantifiil,  and,  had 
not  the  dead  cahn  which  succeeded  the  gale  threatened  to 
frustrate  all  our  expectations  of  making  the  ahortest  pas- 
sage upon^record,  we  could  with  pleasure  hare  remained  a 
week  or  two  in  the  same  situation.  I  never  experienced  a 
more  dehg^tfid  and  sudden  tranaition.  The  days  were  more 
mikl  and  genial  than  in  the  month  of  May;  the  sun  aet 
with  all  the  softness  and  mellowed  tints  of  an  Itafian 
elime;  and,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  of  NovCTdber,  the 
northern  lights  illumined  the  heayens  with  an  unusual 
brilliancy*  The  heavy  gale  had  swept  away  the  dim  blue 
haae  which  generally  hangs  over  the  land,  and  the  bold 
and  picturesque  coast  of  the  south  of  Ireland  stood  finrth 
with  all  its  transcendent  beauties.  All  around  us,  save  a 
dark  line  to  windward,  presented  one  piadd  and  jittering 
sheet  of  long  unbroken  billows.  Our  ship  was  rolling 
listleasly  upon  the  smooth  surfiou^  of  the  waves,  just  be- 
yond the  verge  of  the  last  puff  of  the  sea-breeze,  and  the 
number  of  vessels  around  us  hourly  increased,  their  well- 
filled  canvass  rising  above  the  daric  ripple  on  the  distant 
horizon,  and  gradually  creeping  towards  us  with  dimi- 
nished speed,  until  every  sail  flapped  and  beat  itself  against 
the  straining  masts  in  our  own  hi^esa  condition.  In  my 
eyes  our  sister  isle  never  wore  half  so  lovely  an  ajqpear- 
ance,  and  I  felt  something  like  pride  at  her  being  seen  to 
such  advantage  by  the  many  strangers  on  board ;  but,  as  if 
coy  and  bashful,  she  soon  drew  a  thick  veil  over  her 
charms,  or,  in  other  words,  tree  English  weather  aet  in. 
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The  long-dreaded  south-easterly  wmd^  with  its  usual  con- 
comitant— a  dense  fog,  succeeded  after  the  expiration  of 
two  most  delightful  days* 

After  beating  a  few  hours  to  windward  in  order  to  wea- 
ther the  Cape,  we  were  enabled  to  bear  up  the  dumnd 
with  studding-sails  set,  and  were  ofF  Holyhead  the  follow- 
ing evening,  when  time  agabi  hung  heavily  on  our  hands. 
It  was  Sunday  nighty  and  the  pilots  preferred  continuing 
their  carousals  to  noticing  the  numerous  rodcets,  blue 
lights,  and  signal  guns  we  fired,  and  kept  us  beating  on 
and  off  shore  in  squally,  unpleasant  weather,  until  day- 
light, when  one  of  them  took  charge  of  the  ship,  and  gave 
us  the  first  news  of  a  Dutch  war.  As  usual  in  such  cases, 
the  accounts  were  greatly  exaggerated;  but  he  had  more 
compassion  than  a  Cork  pilot,  who,  three  days  previously, 
boarded  a  vessel  in  which  an  acquaintance  of  mine  was 
passenger,  and  destroyed  the  whole  Russian  fleet,  with 
only  the  loss  of  a  few  English  line-of-battie  ships ;  yet  the 
information  was  such  as  to  raise  the  military  barometer  of 
the  officers  on  board  to  the  highest  degree.  The  wind 
veered  a-head  during  the  two  following  days,  which  time 
barely  sufficed  to  beat  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mersey,  a 
distance  of  fifty  miles ;  nor  did  we  land  amongst  the  hazy 
and  dark  buildings  of  Liverpool  until  the  19th  day  firom 
our  leaving  New  York  bay:  a  fourth  of  this  our  short 
passage  had  been  most  provokingly  swallowed  up  by  the 
few  miles  of  the  Irish  channel. 

^^  You  might  easily  pass  muster  as  one  of  us.;  for  I 
should  never  have  imagined  you  to  be  the  countryman  of 
these  sturdy  fellows,'^  said  an  American  fellow-passenger 
to  me,  as  we  were  pushing  our  way  through  the  dense 
crowd  on  the  quay  the  following  morning,  and  escorting 
our  baggage  to  the  Custom  House,  where  it  was  passed 
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in  due  tune;  and  after  die  payment  of  half  a  crown  for 
^  qiecinms  of  minenb"  (▼irldicet,  a  lump  of  SdmyUdU 
ooal,  cedar  from  the  tomb  of  WaahingtoD,  qplinter  from 
the  Tessd  irtudi  was  carried  orer  tlie  FaDs  of  Niagara,  and 
part  of  Termination  Bock  from  under  tbeniy  with  dirers 
other  audi  Talnabk  rdks),  I  was  soon  again  trandliiig 
nqpidly  in  a  good  coadi  along  the  smooth  roads,  and  amid 
the  weUrcoltivated  lands  of  the  -broad-shonldered  sons  of 
Old  England. 
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Tbb  Colonies  had  app^ed  to  arms  for  the  decisioii  of  the  con- 
tFoversy  between  them  and  the  mother  country  for  some  time 
before  they  actually  declared  their  independence  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. The  subject  of  a  separation  had  occupied  the  ablest  pens 
in  America  throughout  the  winter  of  1775  and  1776^  and  many 
of  the  Provinces  had  authorized  their  Representatives  in  the 
General  Ck>ngress  to  make  a  pn^position  to  that  effect.  The 
breach  was  now  too  wide  to  be  repaired,  and  it  was  evident  to 
every  one  that  a  final  separation  must  take  place.  The  Provin- 
cialists  had  now  felt  their  strength,  and  had  good  prospects  of 
maintaining  their  independence.  The  battles  of  Lexington  and 
Bunker's  Hill  had  been  fought  upwards  of  a  year;  the  royal 
army  had  been  blockaded  in  Boston  by  an  undisciplined  and 
partly  unarmed  militia;  Quebec  had  been  hud  siege  to,  and 
General  Montgomery  had  fallen;  Montreal  had  surrendered; 
Fort  Chamblte  had  been  captured,  and  the  whole  of  the  New 
England  States  were  occupied  by  provincial  troops.  Colonel 
George  Washington,  who  had  distinguished  himself  as  aid-de- 
camp to  General  Braddock  in  his  unfortunate  e3cpedition  in  1755, 
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and  who  was  at  this  time  Ibity-thiee  jeu^  of  age,  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  Ck>ngTe8S  in  June  1775  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  "  assembled  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  and  for  re- 
pelling every  hostile  invasion  thereof."  At  an  early  period  in  the 
same  year,  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  had  been  granted  by 
the  Congress  c^  Massachusetts,  though  this  heretofore  had  been 
a  prerogative  of  the  Sovereign ;  and  a  resolution  had  been  pro- 
posed that  the  Colonies  should  form  governments  independent 
of  the  Crown.  At  last,  on  the  7th  of  June,  1776,  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  a  Virginian,  moved  a  resolution  in  general  Congress, 
to  the  effect  "  that  the  United  Colonies  are  and  of  right  ought 
to  be  free  and  independent  States."  He  was  seconded  by  John 
Adams,  and  the  motion  was  carried  on  the  10th,  by  a  bare 
majority  of  the  Colonies ;  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Jeffer- 
son, John  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin,  Sherman,  and  R.  Livingston, 
was  appointed  to  prepare  a  Deckradon.  The  first  two  were 
selected  as  a  sab«^oimnittee.  Mr.  JeffeiMD,  Drko  was  at  this 
time  only  thirty-tiiree  years  of  age,  and  by  profssaon  a  lamryer, 
had  the  merit  oi  drawing  up  this  importalit  doomasent,  a  few 
changes  only  being  suggested  by  Adams  and  iPVaidtlin.  After  a 
discussion  of  three  days'  duration,  in  Which  eom^  unimportant 
alterations  were  made  by  Congress,  it  received  Ijieir  approbation 
on  the  4th  of  July,  177<>,  and  was  proclaimed  fttwi  tike  steps  of 
the  State  House  in  Philadelphia,  ^here  they  assembled*  It  did 
not,  however,  receive  the  signiKtares  of  the  members  until  tiie 
2d  of  August^  being  previously  autiienticated  only  by  those  of 
the  President  and  Secretety.  Between  t^  4th  of  July  and  thk 
day  many  new  members,  amongst  whom  were  Carroll,  Taylor, 
Thornton,  Clymer,  Rush,  &nith,  and  Ross,  took  their  seats  in 
the  house,  and  a£Sxed  their  names  to  the  Dedaration,  tikoogh 
they  were  not  present  at  the  discussion*  Hancock,  an  opulent 
merchant  of  Boston,  was  President  <^  the  Congress,  tbougfa 
many  men  of  more  transcendent  abilities  were  in  that  body ; 
but  he  had  gained  popularity  in  the  P^vinces,  from  tiie  csr- 
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cntturtanoe  of  Oenenl  Oage  haruig  iBBued  a  prodamatioii,  oU 
fering  a  free  pardon  to  all  persons  vho  shouM  laj  down  Hmx 
arms,  excepting  only  from  sodi  pardon  Jobn  Hanoo^  aad 
Samuel  Adams. 

The  average  length  of  the  lives  of  the  fifty-six  signers  was 
sixty-five  years,  and  a  remarkable  difference  is  to  be  observed  be- 
tween the  longevity  of  the  New  England  delegates  and  of  those 
from  tiie  more  unhealthy  States  in  the  south.  Taking  the  first 
fifteen  from  the  New  England  list,  their  average  age  at  the  time 
of  their  death  was  seventy-six,  while  tiiat  of  the  ten  delegates 
from  Georgia  and  North  and  South  Carolina  was  fifty.  The  deaths 
of  Jefferson  and  John  Adams,  who  had  both  filled  the  presiden- 
tial chair^  form  an  epoch  in  the  annals  of  American  history ; 
they  both  occurred  on  the  4th  of  July,  1826>  within  three  hours 
of  each  other,  and  on  the  fiftietii  anniversary  of  the  day  upon 
which  tliey  had  been  fellow-labourers  in  the  work  of  drawing  up 
the  cekbralied  docnment  To  this  may  be  added  tiiat  Monroe* 
the  fifth  president  of  tiie  United  States,  died  on  the  4tli  of 
July,  1831 :  thus  does  this  singular  coincidence  add  a  melan- 
choly interest  to  tiiat  day  of  whioh,  it  a{^peaxs,  the  Americans 
think  they  can  never  be  too  proud.  Chailes  GanoU  of  CanoUU 
ton,  the  last  of  this  long  list  of  patriardis,  has  sunk  into  his 
grave  within  these  few  months,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
six  years. 

A  copy  of  the  original  draft  is  givsa  in  the  foUowiAg  pages  as 
produced  from  the  study  c^  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  also  another  of 
that  one  which,  having  received  a  few  amendments  from  the 
General  Congress,  was  circulated  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm.  It 
was  also  proclaimed  at  tibe  head  of  the  .anny  which  was  then 
lying  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Yodc,  and  only  a  short  time  pre- 
Traoas  to  the  disairtTiNM  defeat  of  tke  Revolwtionififts  at  Flat- 
bush  and  tiie  heights  of  Brookl3rn  on  Long  Island. 

The  fac-simile  of  the  signatures  has  been  taken  from  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  original  document  preserved  in  the 
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State»paper  Office  at  Washington.  The  pen  with  which  the 
signatares  were  made  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  library  of  one  of 
the  literary  societies  in  Massachusetts. 


IN  CONGRESS, 

Jniy  4,  1776, 

THE    UNANIMOUS   DECLARATION   OF  THE   THIRTEEN 
UNITED   STATES   OF   AMERICA. 


Mr.  Jefferson's  draft  as  reported  As  amended  hy  Congress, 

by  the  Committee. 

"A  Declaration  by  the  Represen-  ''  A  Declaration  by  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  United   States    of  tatives  of  the  United    States    of 
America  in  General*  Congress  as-  America  in  Congress  assembled, 
sembled. 

"  When  in  the  course  of  human  Not  altered, 
events  it  becomes  necessary  for  one 
people  to  dissolve  the  political 
bonds  which  have  connected  them 
with  another,  and  to  assume  among 
the  powers  of  the  earth  the  sepa- 
rate and  equal  station  to  which  the 
laws  of  natnre  and  of  natore's  GSod 
entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  mankind  requires 
that  they  should  declare  the  causes 
which  impel  them  to  the  separa- 
tion. 

"  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-  "We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self- 
evident,— -that  all  men  are  created  evident, — that  all  men  are  created 
equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  equal ;  that  they  are  endovrcd  by 
their  Creator  with  inkerent  and  in-  their  Creator  with  certain  inaHen- 


*  The  words  expunged  from  the  original  draft  are  distinguished  by  italics, 
as  are  the  words  that  were  introduced  by  Congress. 
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alienable  rights ;  that  among  these  able  rights ;  that  among  these  are 
are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness;  that,  to  secure  these  happiness;  that,  to  secure  these 
rights,  goTemments  are  instituted  rights,  goremments  are  instituted 
among  men,  deriving  their  just  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  go-  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
verned;  that,  whenever  any  form  governed;  that,  whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  destructive  of  government  becomes  destructive 
of  these  ends,  it  b  the  right  of  the  of  these  ends,  it  b  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it»  and  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and 
to  institute  new  government,  lay-  to  institute  new  government,  lay- 
ing its  foundation  on  such  prin-  ing  its  foundation  on  such  prin- 
ciples sind  organizing  its  powers  ciples  and  organizing  its  powers 
in  such  form  as  to  them  shall  seem  in  such  form  as  to  them  shall 
most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their 
and  happiness.  Prudence  indeed  safety  and  happiness.  Prudence 
will  dictate  that  governments  long  indeed  will  dictate  that  govem- 
established  should  not  be  changed  ments  long  established  should  not 
for  light  and  transient  causes ;  and  be  changed  for  light  and  transient 
accordingly  all  experience  hath  causes ;  and  accordingly  all  expe- 
shown  that  mankind  are  more  dis-  rience  hath  shown  that  mankind 
posed  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  suf-  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while 
ferable,  than  to  right  themselves  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right 
by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  themselves  by  abolishing  the  forms 
they  are  accustomed.  But  when  a  to  which  they  are  accustomed, 
long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpa-  But  when  a  long  traui  of  abuses 
tions,  begun  at  a  disiingwuiked  pe-  and  usurpations,  pursuing  invari- 
riod,  and  pursuing  invariably  the  ably  the  same  object*  evinces  a 
same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  design  to  reduce  them  undei  abso- 
reduce  them  under  absolute  des-  lute  despotism,  it  is  their  right — it 
potism,  it  is  their  right — it  is  their  is  their  duty — to  throw  off  such 
duty — ^to  throw  off  such  govern-  government,  and  to  provide  new 
ment,  and  to  provide  new  guards  guards  for  their  future  security, 
for  their  future  security.  Such  has  Such  has  been  the  patient  suf- 
been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these  ferance  of  these  Colonies,  and  such 
Colonies ;  and  such  is  now  the  ne-  is  now  the  necessity  which  con- 
cessity  which  constrains  them  to  strains  them  to  alter  theur  former 
expunge  their  former  systems  of  systems  of  government.  The  his- 
government.  The  history  of  the  tory  of  the  present  King  of  Great 
present  King  of  Great  Britain  is  a  Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated  in- 
history  of  unremitting  injuries  and  juries  and  usurpations,  all  having 
usurpations,  among  which  appears  in  direct  object  the  establishment 
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RV  OK  pobfic  good* 


Not 


«# 


He]iMlailMd(kAliisg0veniai«        Noiattcrni. 


to  pMs  Isws  of  smncdiste  md 


SMCBt  dKNild  be  obteined ;  md 
wben  to  lOipfiMlfd  lie  has  ntteriy 
Ilf>Hflff^fd  to  fit**«H  to  thffHr 

^He  faM  ntaedto  fMsoliMr 
Inn  te  dM  acooMMktatm  of 

QUtnCvB    OK   VttfBuUm   QHlCBB 


N«t 


;ft 


to 

"  He  has  called  tog^dter  legisla-  Net  altered, 
tive  bodies  at  places  uDOsnal,  on- 
comfoitable,  and  distant  from  the 
depository  of  their  pablic  records, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  fatiguing 
fjiem  into  compliance  with  his 
measures. 

"  He  has  dissolved  representatiYe  **  He  has  dissolved  representative 

houses  repeatedly  and  comHnMoUjf,  houses    repeatedly   for   opposing 

for  opposing  with  manly  firmness  with  manly  firmness  his  invasions 

his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  the  on  the  rights  of  the  people, 
people. 

^He  hasreftuedtoalangtime       Not  altered, 
after  s«ch  dissolutions  to  cause 
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others  to  be  elected,  whereby  the 
legielatiTe  powen>  incapable  of 
aiinihilation,  hate  retunied  to  the 
people  at  Urge  for  their  ezerciee» 
the  State  remaining,  in  the  mean 
tine,  eKpoecd  to  the  dangpera  of 
inmuion  firom  without  and  con* 
vttUione  within. 

"  He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  Not  altered, 
the  population  of  these  States ;  for 
that  purpose  obstructing  the  laws 
for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners, 
refusing  to  pass  others  to  encou- 
rage their  migrations  hither,  and 
raising  the  conditions  of  new  ap- 
propriations of  lands. 

^HehHBSi|^fr«2theadmiBi8tni-  "HehaseMraefMiiheadminis. 

tioBofjastioeMaliirleceBMtaiOMe  trntion  of  justice^  iy  vefusing  his 

ilftkew  Staieii  refining  his  assent  assent  to  laws  for  establishing  j«^ 

to  laws  for  establishing  jodiciaiy  diciary  powers, 
powers. 

^'  He  has  made  our  judges  de-  **  He  has  made  Judges  dependent 

pendent  on  his  will  alone  for  the  on  his  will  alone  for  the  tenure  of 

tenure   of  their  of&ces   and  the  tSieir  offices  and  the  amount  and 

amount  and  payment  of  their  sala-  payment  of  their  salaries, 
ries. 

''  He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  "  He  has  erected  a  multitade  of 

new  office^  hg  a  teff-ammed  power,  new  oflSces,  and  sent  hither  swarms 

and  seat  hither  swarms  of  new  of  new  officers  to  harass  our  people 

officers  to  harass  our  people  and  and  eat  out  their  substance, 
eat  out  their  substance. 

"  Hehas  kept  amongns  in  times  ''He  has  kept  amongus  in  times 

of  peace  standing  armies  ami  ihipo  of  peace  standing  armies  without 

of  war  without  the  consent  of  our  the  consent  of  our  Legislatures. 
Legislatures. 

"  He  has  affected  to  render  the        Not  altered, 
military  independent  of  and  supe- 
rior to  the  civil  power. 

"  He  has  combined  with  others  to        "  He  hascombined  withotfaers  to 
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subject  08  to  a  juriadiction  forrign  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction  foreign 
to  our  constitutions  and  unac-  to  our  oonstitatimis  and  unac- 
knowledged by  our  laws,  giving  knowledged  by  our  laws,  giving 
his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pre-  his  assent  to  tiieir  acta  of  pretended 
tended  legulsftion  for  quartering  legislation  for  quartering  large  bo- 
large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  dies  of  troops  among  us ;  for  pro* 
us ;  for  protecting  by  a  mock  trial  tecting  by  a  modi  trial  from  pu- 
from  punishment  for  any  murders  nishment  for  any  murders  which 
which  they  should  commit  on  the  they  should  commit  on  the  inha- 
inhabitants  of  these  States ;  -  for  bitants  of  these  States ;  for  cut- 
cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  ting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of 
of  the  world ;  for  imposing  taxes  the  world ;  for  imposing  taxes  on 
on  us  without  our  consenjt ;  for  de-  us  without  our  consent ;  for  de- 
priving us  of  the  benefits  of  trial  priving  us  ta  manff  coMt  of  the  be- 
by  jury ;  for  transporting  us  be-  nefits  of  trial  by  jury ;  for  trans- 
yond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  porting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried 
offences;  for  abolishing  the  free  for  pretended  offences;  for  abo- 
system  of  English  laws  in  a  neigh-  lishing  the  free  system  oi  English 
bonring  Province,  establishing  laws  in  a  neighbouring  Province* 
therein  an  arbitrary  government,  establishing  therein  an  arbitrary 
and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  so  as  govenmient,  and  ^ni^yging  its 
to  render  it  at  once  an  example  boundaries,  so  as  to  render  it  at 
and  fit  instrument  for  introducing  once  an  example  and  fit  instrument 
the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  for  introducing  the  same  absolute 
Statet;  for  taking  away  our  char-  rule  into  these  Colomea:  for  taking 
ters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our 
laws,  and  altering  fundamentally  most  valuable  laws,  and  altering 
the  forms  of  our  governments ;  for  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our 
suspending  our  own  Legislatures,  governments;  for  suspending  our 
and  declaring  themselves  invested  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring 
with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  themselves  invested  vrith  power  to 
all  cases  whatsoever.  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  what- 
soever. 

*'  He  has  abdicated  government        "  He  has  abdicated  government 

here,  withdrawing   his  govemon,  here  5y.(fec2arm^  at  on/ o/iUtpro- 

and  declaring  at  out  of  hit  atte-  iection  and  waging  war  against  us. 
giance  and  proteetum, 

"  He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ra-        Not  altered, 
vaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our  towns, 
and   destroyed   the   lives  of  our 
people. 


APPENDIX. 


477 


€i 


He  is  at  this  time  transporting 
large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries 
to  complete  the  works  of  death, 
desolation,  and  tyranny  already  be- 
gun, with  circamstances  of  cruelty 
and  perfidy  unworthy  the  head  of 
a  civilized  nation. 


''  He  has  constrained  our  fellow- 
citizens  taken  captive  on  the  high 
seas  to  bear  arms  against  their 
country,  to  become  the  execu- 
tioners of  their  friends  and  bre- 
thren, or  to  fall  themselves  by 
their  hands. 


"  He  is  at  this  time  transportii^^ 
large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries 
to  complete  the  works  of  death, 
desolation,  and  tyranny  already  be- 
gun, with  circumstances  of  cruelty 
and  perfidy  Morce^  paraUeled  ta 
the  mo»t  barbarous  age»,  and  iotaUg 
unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized 
nation. 

Not  altered. 


4t 


He  has  endeavoured  to  bring 
on  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers 
the  merciless  Indian  savages,  whose 
known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undis- 
tinguished destruction  of  all  ages, 
sexes,  and  condition  of  existence. 


"  He  has  excited  treasonable  in- 
surrections of  our  fellow-citizens 
with  the  allurements  of  forfeiture 
and  confiscation  of  our  property. 


"  He  has  excited  domeetic  tnsur- 
rectione  among  us,  and  has  endea- 
voured to  bring  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  frontiers  the  merciless  In- 
dian savages,  whose  known  rule  of 
warfare  is  an  undistinguished  de- 
struction of  all  ages,  sexes,  and 
conditions. 

Struck  out. 


rf 


He  has  waged  war  against  hu- 
man nature  itself,  violating  its  most 
sacred  rights  of  life  and  liberty  in 
the  persons  of  a  distant  people 
who  never  offended  him,  capti- 
vating and  carrying  them  into 
slavery  in  another  hemisphere,  or 
to  incur  miserable  death  in  their 
transportation  thither.  This  pira- 
tical warfare,  the  opprobrium  of 
Infidbl  powers,  is  the  warfare  of 


Struck  out. 
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tile  CBBitTiAN  King  6f  Qreiit  Bri- 
taiii.^Diteniiiiied  to  keep  open  a 
market  where  mbn  ehoald  be 
bought  and  eol4t  ha  haa  proati- 
tnted  hie  negatiTe  lor  eoppreeeliig 
every  legieletiva  attempt  to  pro- 
hibit  or  to  reatrain  diie  execnMe 
commerce.  And,  that  this  aeeem- 
blage  of  horrors  might  want  bo 
fact  of  distukgnishing  die,  he  is  now 
exciting  those  very  people  to  rise 
in  arms  among  as,  and  to  purchase 
that  liberty  of  which  he  has  de- 
prived them  by  murdering  the 
people  on  whom  he  has  obtmded 
them,  thus  paying  off  former 
crimes  committed  against  the  li- 
BXRTixs  of  one  people  with  crimes 
which  he  urges  them  to  commit 
against  the  litxs  of  another. 

*'  In  every  stage  of  these  oppres- 
sions we  have  petitioned  for  re- 
dress in  the  most  humble  terms  % 
our  repeated  petitions  have  been 
answered  only  by  repeated  inju- 
ries. 

''A  prince  whose  character  is        "A  prince  whose  charutsr  is 
thus  marked  by  every  act  which    thus  marked  by  every  act  which 
may  define  a  tjrrant  is  unfit  to  be    may  define  a  tyrant  is  unfit  to  be 
the  ruler  of  a  people  who  mean  to  be  .  the  ruler  of  a  free  people. 
free,    FSUvre  ogee  wiU  ecarcehf  be- 
lieve thai  the  hardmem  qf  one  man 
adoeniured,  within  the  ehort  com- 
pate  of  twelve  years  only,  to  lag.  a 
fonndation  $o  broad  and  $o  asMtit- 
ffuiaed  for  tyranny  over  a  people 
foetered  and  fixed  in  principlee  of 
freedom. 

*'  Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in        "  Nor  Iwfe  we  been  wanting  in 
attention  to  our  British  brethren,    attention  to  our  British  brethren. 


Not  altered. 
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We  have  warned  them  from  time    We  have  warned  them  ftt«  time 
to  time  of  attempts  by  their  iegis-    to  time  of  attempts  by  tiieir  legis- 
latare  to  extend  a  jurisdiction  over    latiire  to  extend  aa  wimarraMkMe 
these  our  SUUee,     We  have  re-    jurisdiction  over  a*.    We  have  re- 
minded them  of  the  circumstances    minded  them  of  the  drcumstances 
of  our  emigration  and  settlement    of  our  emigration  and  settlement 
here,  no  oae  qf  which  eotdd  wtT'    here ;  we  haee  appealed  to  their 
rant  so  strange  a  pretension;  these    native  justice  and  magnanimity^ 
were  ^eeted  at  the  expense  qf  our    and  we  have  eonfwred  them  5y  the 
own  blood  and  treasure,  unassisted    ties  of  our  common  kindred  to 
by  the  wealth  or  the  strength  qf    disavow  these  usurpations,  which 
Great  Britain  r  that  in  constituting    would  inemtablf  interrupt  our  con* 
indeed  our  several  forms  of  govern'    nexion  and  correspondence.  They 
men/  we  had  adopted  our  common    too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
king,  thereby  laying  a  foundation    justice  and  of  consanguinity.    JFe 
for  perpetual  league  and  amity  with    must  therrfore  acquiesce  in  the  ne« 
them;  but  that  submission  to  their    cessity  which  denounces  our  sepa- 
ParUament  was  no  part  of  our  eon^    ration,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold 
stitution,  nor  ever  in  idea  \f  history    the  rest  of  mankind^  enemies  in 
may  be  credited;  and  we  appealed    war,  in  peace  friends, 
to  their  native  justice  and  magna- 
nimity, as  weU  as  to  the  ties  of  our 
common  kindred,  to  disavow  these 
usurpations,  which  were  Ukely  to 
interrupt  our  connexion  and  cor- 
respondence.   They  too  have  been 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and 
consanguinity,  and,  when  oecasiotts 
have  been  given  them  by  the  regular 
course  t/  their  laws  of  removing 
from  their  councils  the  disturbers  qf 
our  harmony,  they  have  by  their  free 
election  re^estahUshed  them  inpower* 
At  this  very  time,  too,  they  are 
permitting  their  chirf  magistrate  to 
send  over  not  only  soldiers  of  our 
common  blood,  but  Scotch  and  fo- 
reign mercenaries  to  invade  and  de- 
stray  us.     These  facts  have  given 
the  last  stab  to  agonizing  affection, 
and  manly  spirit  bids  us  to  renounce 
for  ever  these  unfeeling  brethren. 
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We  mmi  endeawmr  to  forgtt  our 
former  love  for  them,  and  hold 
them  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  man" 
kind,  enemies  in.  war,  i|^  peace 
friends*  We  pmight  have  been  a  free 
and  a  great  people  together;  but  a 
commuttoatum  qf  grandeur  and  qf 
freedom,  it  eeeme,  is  below  their  dig^ 
nitg.  Be  it  eo,  mnce  theg  wiU  have 
it,  7%e  road  to  happiness  and  to 
glorg  is  open  to  us  toa^-we  will 
tread  it  apart  from  them,  and  ac- 
quiesce in  the  necessity  which  de- 
nounces our  eternal  separation. 

"  We,  therefore,  the  Representa-  "  We,  therefore,  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  Ame-  tives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica in  General  Congress  assembled,  ricain  General  Congress  assembled, 
do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  antho-  appedting  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of 
rity  of  the  good  people  of  these  the  umrld  for  the  rectitude  of  our 
States,  refect  and  renounce  aU  o2Ie-  intentions,  do,  in  the  name  and  by 
gianee  and  subjection  to  the  Jeings  qf  the  authority  of  the  good  people 
Cfreat  Britain,  and  (dl  others  who  of  these  Colonies,  solemnly  pubUsk 
mag  hereqfter  cktim  bg,  through,  or  and  declare  that  these  united  Colo- 
under  them;  we  utterly  dissolve  all  nies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be, 
political  connexion  which  mag  here-  free  and  independent  States;  that 
tofore  have  subsisted  between  us  and  theg  are  absolved  from  off  aUegianee 
the  people  or  parliament  of  Cfreat  to  the  British  crown,  and  that  aU 
Britain;  and  finalig  we  do  assert  poUticdl  connexion  between  them  and 
and  declare  these  Colonies  to  be  free  the  state  qf  Great  Britain  is,  and 
and  independent  States,  and  that  as  ought  to  be,  totaUg  dissolved;  and 
free  and  independent  States  they  that  as  free  and  independent  States 
have  fUll  power  to  levy  war,  con-  they  have  full  power  to  levy  war, 
elude  peace,  contract  alliances,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances, 
establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all  establish  commerce,  and  to  do  all 
other  acts  and  things  which  inde-  other  acts  and  things  which  inde- 
pendent States  may  of  right  do.  pendent  States  may  of  right  do. 

"  And,  for  the  support  of  this  De-        "  And  for  the  support  of  this  De- 
claration, we,  &c.  claration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on 

the  protection  qf  Divine  Providence, 
we,  &c. 
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"  I,  Jambs  Thompson,  of  the  City  of  Quebec,  do  testify  and 
declare  that  I  served  in  the  capacity  of  an  assistant  engineer, 
during  the  siege  of  this  city,  invested,  during  the  years  1775 
and  1776,  by  the  American  forces  under  the  command  of  the 
late  Major-General  Richard  Montgomery;  that  in  an  attack 
made  by  the  American  troops  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Montgomery  in  the  night  of  the  31st  of  December, 
1775,  on  a  British  post  at  the  southernmost  extremity  of  the 
city,  near  Prh  de  Ville,  the  General  received  a  mortal  wound, 
and  with  him  were  killed  his  two  aides-de-camp,  M'Pherson  and 
Cheeseman,  who  were  found  on  the  morning  of  the  1  st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1776,  almost  covered  over  with  snow;  that  Mrs.  Pren- 
tice, who  kept  an  hotel  at  Quebec,  and  with  whom  General 
Montgomery  had  previously  boarded,  was  brought  to  view  the 
body  after  it  was  placed  in  the  guard-room,  and  which  she  re- 
cognized, by  a  particular  mark  which  he  had  on  the  side  of  his 
head,  to  be  the  General's ;  that  the  body  was  then  conveyed  to 
a  house  immediately  opposite  to  the  PresideHt's  residence,  who 
provided  a  genteel  coffin  for  the  General's  body,  which  was  lined 
inside  with  flannel,  and  outside  of  it  with  black  cloth  ;  that  in 
the  night  of  the  4th  of  January  it  was  conveyed  by  me  from 
Gobert's  house,  and  was  interred  six  feet  in  front  of  the  gate, 
within   a  wall  that  surrounded  a  powder-magazine   near  the 

2  I 


482  APPENDIX. 

ramparts  bounding  on  St,  Lewia'  Gate ;  that  the  funeral  service 
was  performed  at  the  grave  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  MontmoUen,  then 
chaplain  of  the  garrison;  that  his  two  aides-de-camp  were 
buried  in  their  clothes  without  any  coffins,  and  that  no  person 
was  buried  within  twenty-five  yards  of  the  General ;  that  I  am 
positive,  and  can  testify  and  declare,  that  the  coffin  of  the  late 
General  Montgomery,  taken  up  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of 
the  present  month  of  June,  1 818,  is  the  idendcal  coffin  deposited 
by  me  on  the  day  of  his  burial,  and  that  the  present  coffin  con- 
tains the  remains  of  the  late  General.  I  do  further  testify  and 
declare  that  subsequent  to  the  finding  of  General  Montgomery's 
body  I  wore  his  sword,  being  lighter  than  my  own,  and  on 
going  to  the  seminary,  where  the  American  officers  were  lodged, 
they  recognized  the  sword,  which  affected  them  so  much  that 
numbers  of  them  wept,  in  consequence  of  which  I  have  never 
worn  the  sword  since. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Quebec,  19th  of  June. 
1818.' 

"Jambs  Thompson." 
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Major  John  Andre',  Adjutant- General  of  the  British  army, 
under  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  was  selected  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments with  General  Arnold,  commanding  the  American  post  at 
West  Point,  and  who  had  entered  into  negociations  for  such  a 
disposition  of  his  forces  that  the  fortress  might  be  easily  taken 
by  surprise.  A  correspondence  had  for  some  time  been  kept  up, 
under  a  mercantile  guise,  between  Andre  and  Arnold,  whose  as- 
sumed names  were  Anderson  and  Gnstavus,  the  Vulture  sloop 
of  war  proceeding  up  the  Hudson  for  the  purpose  of  facili- 
tating the  conmiunication,  but  not  s^proaching  so  close  to  West 
Point  as  to  excite  suspicion*  A  personal  interview  being  ne- 
cessary, Andr6  Icmded  from  the  ship  on  the  night  of  the  2l8t  of 
September,  1780,  and  had  an  interview  with  Arnold  upon  the 
farm  of  a  person  named  Smith,  who  had  brought  him  ashore. 
Daylight  dawning,  while  the  parties  were  in  conference,  Arnold 
proposed  that  Andre  should  remain  concealed  until  the  following 
night,  when  the  boatmen  refused  to  accompany  him,  the  Vulture 
having  dropped  some  distance  down  the  stream,  in  consequence 
of  a  gun  having  been  brought  to  bear  upon  her  during  the  day. 
Andr6  had  thus  no  alternative  but  to  proceed  to  New  York  by 
land,  and  receiving  a  pass  from  Arnold,  he  laid  aside  his  military 
uniform  for  a  suit  of  plain  clothes,  and  set  out  on  horseback  in 
company  with  Smith  for  the  British  lines.  Having  passed  all  the 
American  guards  and  outposts  in  safety,  his  guide  parted  from 
him,  after  giving  all  the  necessary  instructions  with  regard  to  the 
route  he  was  to  pursue,  and  he  was  descending  the  hill  into 
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Tarrj-town  when  one  of  three  militia-men,  who  were  playing 
at  cards  by  the  road-eide,  seized  his  bridle.     Losing  his  nsual 
presence  of  mind,  instead  of  producing  his  pass,  Andre  asked 
"where  they  belonged;"   and  being  answered,   "To  below" 
(meaning  New  York),  not  suspecting  deceit,  he  replied,  "  So 
do  I."     When  he  discovered  his  mistake,  he  offered  some  bribes 
to  the  militia-men,  which  they  resolutely  refused,  and,  search- 
ing his  person,  aU  the  requisite  information  respecting  West 
Point  was  found  in  Arnold's  hand-writing  concealed  in  Andre's 
boots.      When  carried  before  the  officer  commanding  the  Ame- 
rican  outposts,  he  stiU  gave  his  name  as  Anderson,  and  his 
capture  was  imprudently  reported  to  Arnold,  who,  throwing 
himself  into  a  boat,  took  refage  on  board  the  Vulture ;  knowing 
that  he  had  escaped,  Andrb  then  threw  aside  all  concealment,, 
but  would   only  divulge  those   things  which  could  implicate 
himself.     A  court-martial,  of  which  General  Greene  was  pre- 
sident, Lafayette  and  Lord  Stirling  two  of  tlie  members,  ad- 
judged him  to  be  a  spy,  and  to  suffer  death,  according  to  the 
established  rules  of  warfare  upon  the  following  day.     Sir  Henry 
Clinton  exerted  himself  ta  have  Andre  considered  first  as  under 
the  protection  of  a  flag,  then  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  even 
Arnold  gave  certificates  tending  to  exculpate  him ;  but  in  vain. 
Andr6  himself,  dreading  disgrace  alone,  wished  to  have  the  death 
of  a  soldier,  not  that  of  a  criminal,  and  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  Washington : — "  Buoyed  above  the  terror  of  death  by 
tiie  consciousness  of  a  fife  devoted  to  honourable  pursuits,  and 
stained  with  no  action  that  can  give  me  remorse,  I  trust  that 
the  request  I  make  to  your  Excellency  at  this  serious  period,  and 
which  is  to  spften  my  last  moments,  will  not  be  rejected.     Sym* 
pathy  towards  a  soldier  will  surely  induce  your  Excellency,  and 
a  military  friend,  to  adapt  the  mode  of  my  death  to  the  feelings 
of  a  man  of  honour.     Let  me  hope,  sir,  that  if  aught  in  my  cha- 
racter impresses  you  with  esteem  towards  me,  as  the  victim  of 
policy  and  resentment,  I  shall  experience  the  operation  of  those 
feelings  in  your  breast,  by  being  informed  that  I  am  not  to  die  on 
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a  gibbet/'   Even  this,  his  last  request,  was  denied.    Washington 
consulted  his  officers,  and  'tis  said  that,  but  for  one  of ^  them,  it 
would  have  been  granted.     Andr6  was  executed  in  his  twenty- 
ninth  year  at  Tappan  on  the  2nd  of  October,  nine  days  after  his 
capture ;   and  Arnold   received  the   commission  of  Brigadier- 
general  in  the  British  army.     Washington  had  laid  a  deep  plan 
for  carrying  him  off  from  the  midst  of  the  troops  in  New  York, 
which  was  to  be  executed  by  a  Sergeant  Major  Champe,  a  Vir- 
ginian, who  deserted  for  that  purpose ;  and,  but  for  an  unfore- 
seen  accident,    Andr6  would  have  been   saved.     Andre's  fate 
excited  universal  sympathy,  both  in  England  and  in  America; 
he  was  young,  handsome,  talented,  and  possessed  a  chivalric 
disposition,   somewhat  touched  with  romantic  heroism.      His 
character,  however,  cannot  better  be  drawn  than  in  the  words 
of  General  Hamilton,   the   American  Adjutant-general,  whose 
subsequent  unhappy  fate  I  have  before  noticed.     "  There  wu 
something  singularly  interesting  in  the  character  and  fortunes 
of  Andre.     To  an  exceUent  understanding,  well  improved  by 
education  and  travel,  he  united  a  peculiar  elegance  of  mind  and 
manners,  and  the  advantages  of  a  pleasing  person.     It  is  said 
he  possessed  a  taste  for  the  fine  arts,  and  had  himself  attained 
some  proficiency  in  poetry,  music,  and  painting.     His  knowledge 
appeared  without  ostentation,  and  embellished  by  a  diffidence 
tiiat  rarely  accompanies  so  many  talents  and  accomplishments, 
which  left  you  to  suppose  more  than  appeared.     His  sentiments 
were  elevated  and  inspired  esteem ;  they  had  a  softness  that  con- 
ciliated affection.     His  elocution  was  handsome,  his   address 
easy,  polite,  and  insinuating.  *****     The  character  I  have 
given  of  him  is  drawn  partly  from  what  I  saw  myself,  and  partly 
from  information.     I  am  aware  that  a  man  of  real  merit  is  never 
seen  in  so  favourable  a  light  as  through  the  medium  of  adversity. 
The  clouds  that  surround  him  are  so  many  shades  that  set  off 
his  good  qualities.     Misfortune  cuts  down  little  vanities,  that  in 
prosperous  times  serve  as  so  many  spots  in  his  virtues,  and  gives 
a  tone  to  humanity  that  makes  his  worth  more  amiable." 
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